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My Lorp, 


DepicaTory praife hath: ever. 
been fufpected of fincerity ; and pafles, indeed, 
among men of the world, as a ftrain of turgid lan- | 
guage, defigned to court favour, footh the vanity 
of a patron, or — in its beft fenfe, to exprefs the 
hafty dictates of gratitude. — Yet, I have the con- 


fidence — 


= DEDICATION. 


fidence to hope, that the tenor of this dedication 


will deferve a lefs fevere cenfure, and that it will 


be even faid, I haye narrowed the limits of my 
fubject. 

Wuen I had refolved to intrude my book of 
Travels on the notice of the public, I naturally 
looked around, being an unknown author, for fome 
name, to give it a fanétion; not the fan¢tion of 
wealth or grandeur; for they are not always the 
criterion of worth: but that which was to be ob- 
tained from the man, who ftood eminent for the 
qualities which moft effentially contribute to the 
honour and welfare of his country. 

_ THE object of this fearch, which does not crofs 


= » *-« ° 


“tad though the ufes derived from it may be deemed 


“3 prefumptuous, [could not refift the defire of fixing 


fo bright an ornament to my work ; and of offering 
however flender, my ttibute of applaufe to ations, 
which demand a diftinguifhed page in the annals 

of our nation. 
lux Fortune, which from the aay. ‘of ancient 
RomeE, 


DEDICATION. i 


Rome, has been ordinarily followed by neécle€&, 
ob{curity, and oftentimes difgrace, opened a more 
extentfive field for the difplay of Your Lorps#1p’s 
endowmients; and like the blafts of Winter on the 
rooted oak, hold out, honourable teftimony of fu-. 
perior ftrength. 

In the Eaftern work, Your Lonbssr has 
been oppofed to an enemy far more formidable, 
— the poffeffion of a power never before exercifed 
by a Britifh fubject; mot even committed to the 
firft magiftrate of our flate; and which extends 
over a {pacious region, a numerous and wealthy — 
people. Yet, far removed from controul, in a 
land whofe every principle of government is ac- 
tuated by a rapacious avarice, whofe people never 
approach the gate of authority without an offering, 
we have feen, and with wonder, the inflexible 
maintainance of an integrity, only to be be equalled 
by a temperate ufe of command. } 

| But, panegyrick being the leaft grateful where 
it is the moft due, I will clofe this addrefs, with 
a zealous wifh, that Your Lorpsuip may yet 
con- 


vill DEDICATION. 


continue to’ govern the /Britith dominion in India; 
and complete the, work: that already hath .affumed: 
fo fair an. afpedt, , The facrifice i is great, but the: 
reward is ftill greater ; ‘it will reach beyond the fo- 
vereign’s bounty, or. the peoples Prats. 


J have the iio to be, 
~ With the moft profound refpeat, 
2 + My Lorp, | 
: = Your Lorpsuir’s — 
aa, Moft devoted, 
” ee “And moft obedient 
ee * a humble Servant, 
GEORGE FORSTER. 
| Circorra, | ” : : 
Auguft the 1ft, 1790. 
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PREFACE. 





B OOKS of Voyages and Travels having been ever 
held in eftimation, and indulgently received, I am: the 
Tefs fearful of fubmitting the following volume to the 
notice of the public. A knowledge of the manners of dif- 
ferent nations qualifies domeftic prejudice, and enlight-. 
ens the ‘mind; but the fubjeéts of Britain derive from 
it a fingular benefit; they fee through a comparifon 
that communicates a fond pleafure to the heart, the unri- 
valed excellency of their laws, conftitution and govern- 
ment; they fee thefe rare gifts brightly refle@ed on 
their national character, which ftill avowedly maintains 
its pre-eminence amongft the nations of the European 
world. Were a man to form a judgment of the bias of 

“Vou. I. b his: 
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his own genius and difpofition, (on the merits of which. 
he is, perhaps the leaft qualified to decide, (I would un- 
refervedly fay, that in the courfe of my journey, I 
felt no impulfe of partiality for any fect or body of men. 
It is of ferious concerf to /etters, that many aman of ge- 
nius and f{cience has fixed a difcredit on his works, by a 
wilful adherence to fome favourite fyftem, which alluring 
to its ftandard a various train of affections, and ideas, 
he becomes involuntarily incited to facrifice to it the 

principles of truth and reafon. | 
Traveciers ftand accufed, even, on proverbial au- 
thority, of adopting a figurative and loole ftyle of defcrip- 
tion; and as I have been thrown into tracks, removed 
from the eye of European obfervation, 1 am prompted 
to earneftly folicit the confidence of the public in 
behalf of this work, and to fay, that however vi- 
tiated by the errors of judgment, it has no tendency 
to difcolour or mifreprefent truth. The curfory differ- 
tation on the former and prefent ftate of Bengal, may 
have fome claim to favour, from the confideration that 
I vifited that province in the defcription of a paffenger ; 
through 
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though but a {mall portion of local knowledge might 
have been acquired, effential advantages arofe from this 
temporary refidence. 

Guinep by no views of intereft, nor imprefied ™ 
any frown of power, I was enabled to examine the 
objects, that came before me —— a difpaffionate 
medium, 

Fue letter on the mythology of the Hindoos, fome 
copies of . which were publifhed in 1785, has been 
corrected fince my return to India; but from the va- 
tiaus intricacy of the fubjeét, I am apprehenfive it may 
yet contain errors and apparent inconfiftencies. Invefti- 
gations of the religious ceremonies and cuftoms of the 
Hindoos, written in the Carnatic, and in the Punjab, 
would in many examples widely differ; yet the Hin- 
doo religion, in all parts af India, ftand on a common 
bafis ; nor does the vaft fuperftructure, when the view is 
infpected with attention, effentially differ in its compart- 
ments. The: oftenfible diflimilarity arifes, perhaps from 
the manners.of the fame people, varying in Northern and 
Southern regions. A native of the lower Carnatic is mild, 

b 2 tempe- 
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temperate, and generally timid ; he performs the or- 
dinances of his religion with a zealous and {crupulous 
attention ; and the bramin of that country, with many 
of the other fects, is confined ftriatly to the ufe of vege- 
table diet. How ftrong the contraft appears in the in- 
habitant of the Punjab; thofe even of domeftic and la- 
borious profeflions, are brave, daring, and often cruel. 
Bramins are the ufual foldiers of the country, many of 
whom eat flefh meat ; and they never leave their home, 
even when not employed in military fervice, without 
weapons of offence. The merchants and mechanicks, 
when they go but a few miles abroad, are all fhrongly 
armed ; and in fome of the Northern provinces, parti- 
cularly in Bundilcund, the hufbandmen carry a {pear 
into the field they are cultivating. This difference of 
difpofition has produced oppofite manners in the fame 
tribes of people, as well as oppofite cuftoms, which if 
not attentively inveftigated, would afford a f{pecious be- 
hief, that the inhabitants of the North and South of 
India were not connected by any national relation. 

I wave to exprefs with pleafure, great obligations to 

, Colonel 
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Colonel Polier, of the Honourable Company’s fervice, 
for having furnifhed me with large hiftorical tracts of the 
Sicques, and of the life of Shujah. ud~Dowlah. _ On every | 
application to that gentleman , for other information 
of Indian hiftory, his papers and opinions have been 
liberally fupplied. I am alfo much indebted to Mr. 
Briftow, of Bengal, for a valuable manufcript memoir of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, from which I have extraéted curious 
and ufeful matter. The prefixed chart of the road, 
calculated according to the reckoning of my journal, 
was conftructed by Mr. Wilford, of the Bengal corps 
of engineers, a gentleman of extenfive geographical 
knowledge. 

Screncz can receive but a flender aid from the mate- 
rials of the following work. The manner in which I tra- 
velled, precluded the ufe of any inftrument to afcertain 
the diftance and bearings. The one I noted from obferv- 
ing the courfe of the fun; the other is agreeable to the 
common computation of the country, which is not often 
found widely erroneous. My limited knowledge of bo- 


tany prevents, alfo, any accurate defcription of various 
claffes 
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claffes of trees and plants, which I faw in Kathmire 
and Perfia. But the natural produ@tions of thofe coun- 
tries have been fo {fcientifically treated by Chardin, 
Le Bruyn, and Bernier, that my inability will be the lefs 
fenfibly felt, | | 
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FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


aS 
2 LETTER I. 


Benares, 31f¢ Auguft, 1782. 
DEAR SIR, | 


Havr NG refolved on vifiting Benares, 
that I might, there, indulge, for a fhort time, an inveftigation 
into the mythology of the Hindoos, I procured permiffion to pro=' 
ceed to that city ; and, as you may receive fome amufement from: 
the relation of my journey, with the obfervations that occurred, 
I will lay it before you ; intreating, that you will make the neceflary 
allowance for a {tranger*, who, though his remarks, and the cons 


® The author is a civil fervant on the Madras efablifhment. 
Vout. I. A clufions 
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clufions drawn, may partake of errors, will not, premeditatedly, 
difcolour the truth. 

On the 23d of May, I left Calcutta, and on the next day ar- 
rived at Sookfagur, a valuable and rifing plantation, the property 
of Meffrs. Crofts and Lennox, Thefe gentlemen have eftablifhed, 
at this place, a fabrication of white cloth, of which the Company 
provide an annual inveftment, of about two lacks of rupees. They 
have alfo, founded a raw filk manufactory, which, as it bears the 
appearance of increafe and improvement, will, I hope, reward the 
induftrious and eftimable labours of it’s proprietors. In this plan- 
tation, a large quantity of fpirituous liquor is made, refembling, 
in an inferior degree, the American rum, which, fince the com- 
mencement of the Dutch war, has become in great demand. Being 
applied to all the ufes of the Batavia arrack, a confiderable benefit 
is expected to arife to the Bengal province, from a current fale of 
this commodity. In juftice to thofe who enrich their country 
by an introduction of valuable manufactures, the Government 
is called upon to yield them every protection, and grant them 
every fair indulgence ; it 1s, likewife, the duty of the man of 
obfervation, to circulate the fuccefs of fuch works, that an emu- 
Igtion may warm the breafts of his fellow citizens, and that thofe 
who project them, may receive the tribute of applaufe, due to ge- 
nius and indutry. It muft not be omitt:d chat this new efta- 
blifhment, hath been noticed by the particular attention of the 


Government of Bengal, which, on many other occafions, has 
evinced 
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evinced a zealous difpofition, in encouraging and promoting 
ufeful undertakings. 

Tue Englith fhould no longer account themfelves fojourners 
in this country; they are now, virtually, it’s lords paramount, and 
their policy fhould not be that of a day; but, confidering the 
opulence and wealth of the fubjeét as clofely tending to enrich 
the common ftate, they fhould, at large, fupport his wants, and 
encourage his labours. A conduct equally wife and profitable, 
would conduce to the increafe of public, and private, profperity, 
and operate as a compenfatory retribution for fome actions, which 
cannot bear the teft of inveftigation; and which have, already, 
involved the national character in difgrace, In touching on this 
fubjeé&t, I am neceffarily led into reflections on the commerce of 
Bengal, interior and foreign, and on the common want of fpecie, 
throughout the province, __ 

Previousty to the zra in which the ne Englith became pofleffed 
of Bengal, the different nations who vifited it were obliged to give - 
fpecie for the greateft portion of the commodities they purchafed ; 
there being but a {mall proportion of articles taken in barter by 
the natives. This fpecies of commerce, fo lucrative to India, and 
which muft have depofited a large amount of gold and filver, cone 
tinued for upwards of a century and an half. But, after the En- 
glifh Government was eftablifhed in Bengal, the neceffity of this 
commercial fyftem no longer exifted ; the amount of the Tevenues, 
became fufficient to purchafe the cargoes of the country, and to 

A 2 . 7 defray 
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defray the public expenditures: here, one channel-of tive isiftercJof 
fpecie into Bengal was ftopped, and it will be found, alfo, that the 
revolutions, which in that quarter, advanced the ‘fortunes ‘of the 
Englifh, have materially leffened the like imports of the other Eu- 


ropean nations, who traded to Bengal. For, exclufively. of finding”. | : é 
a current fale-for their commodities; they have been enabled to *-". a: 


procure, from the Englith, large fums of money, for bills on Eu- — ae 


Yope.. An important change has been alfo effected on the interior. 
commerce of Bengal, by the extinction of the Mahometan domi- 
nion. a . 
‘Tue native princes, and chiefs of a various defcription, the re= 
tainers of numerous dependants, afforded a conftant employment 
to a vaft number of ingenious manufacturers, who fupplied their 
matters with gold and filver ftuffs, curioufly flowered, plain muf- 
lins, a diverfity of beautiful filks, and other articles of Afiatic luy- 
ury ; the ufe of which, wealth, and a propenfity to a voluptuous 


life, naturally excited. Thefe Mahometan, or Hindoo, chiefs, have. Pe, 
either been removed, or being no longer poffeffed of their former. « & 


refource, have fallen into poverty and decay ; and the artizangy-: 


who had been fupported in their profeffions”by thefe powerful: gpd 
.wealthy mafters, were, on their expulfion, obliged, from a wail. OF : 
fubfiftence, to quit their profeffions, or the country. Hence, ‘grainy 

branches of rare manufacture, evidently declined ; and fome of the 

moft precious are now no longer known. The diftratted. and: im- 

| poverifhed condition of the Moghul and Perfian eenplees, hath con- 
* tributed, 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 5 


tyabuterh: eon fidevably, to leffen the great demand which was gaade 
by thofe f{tates, for the produce of Bengal, when Dehli and Ifpahan 
enjoyed reigns. of grandeur and vigour. When it is confidered, that 
the Moghul court, whether in it’s {plendour or wealth, exceeded. 
that of all other nations ; that the numerous governors, interfperfed. 
throughout the provinces, adopted the manners of fovereign princes. 
and that all their more luxurious articles of drefs were fabricated in 
Bengal; we muft conclude, that the difcontinuation of fuch a 
traffic has prodyced ftrong effects. In defcribing this commercial 
event, which has brooght an evident change,in the quality of the 
trade of Bengal,,} am not authoriged, by anyefpecific knowledge, to 
fay, that a general, injury. has.peen felt by the cauntry; prehaps, 
the loffes which have beem fuftained are counterpoifed by, tha aug- 
" mentation of the cargoes, though. of a different {pecies, which are 
now tranfported, annually, to;Europe.  : = ' ee 
Havinaalready notices the large influx of —_— fpecie,.or 

bullion, in this country, and the cavfe of the ceflatian of this. traf- 
fic, I will offer fome defultory fentiments, on the fubject of the di- 
minution of the coin in Bengal, of which, grevious complamts 
have long exifted. During the Mahoghetan adnesniftration, private 
wealth was ufually expended on the fpot where it had been ac- 
quired ; and though feverity and: oppreffion might. have. been ‘ex- 
_ercifed in the accumulation, yet, by it’s quick circulation, through 
the many channels of luxury, the country at large was improved 
and embellifhed, without any decreafe of the general currency. It 

may 
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may be urged, that the expenditure of Europeans, in their public 
.and private buildings, has, adequately, fupphed the wants of the 
artizan and labourer. But, I am led to hazard an opinion, that 
this amount falls much fhort of that applied by the preceding 
princes to the conftruction of mofques, baths, Hindoo temples, 
grand refervoirs of water, fpacious gardens, together with a variety 
of coftly private edifices. Thefe modes of expence are neither 
adapted to the genius, or inclination, of Europeans, who have no 
religious paffion to gratify, nor.are they impelled, by patriot zeal, 
to raife monuments of grandeur in India ; but holding themfelves 
the moveable tenants of the day, they are eager to reach their na- 
tive home, that they may there enjoy the fruits of their labour, _ 

As the remittance of Englith property to Europe ‘could not be 
fufficiently attained, by means of public bills, the fervants of the 
Company, and private merchants, have been often driven-to the 
neceflity of exporting fpecie, though fuch a medium be attended 
with heavy lofs ; or they are induced to throw their cath into fo, 
"reign funds, whereby their enemies, or at leatt, ‘their rivals, are ens 
riched. The injurious tendency of this limitation of public remit, 
tance, having been fo feverely felt, and. repeatedly reprefented, to the 
{fuperior Government in England, it 4s to be expected that the chan 
nel of conveying property from Iadia, will be opened in fo efficient 
amanner, that the neceflity of purfuing, in future the deftruc- 
tive alternative of exporting gold and filver,. of employing foreign 
agents, will be, wholly, obvaated. As: the. poe cafh taken up m 


—_—~ * India 
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India will 'be‘invelted in inden produce, and fent to Europe, for 
the expref$ purpole of difcharging the bills drawn ; the pofition is 
clear, excepting in the event of unforefeen calamity, that the {ales 
of the cargoes, in Europe, will enable the Eaft India Company to 
difcharge the requifite payments. In teftimony of the vaft inherent 
réfource of Bengal, it is neceflary to obferve, that the wealth of this 
province, which has fupported, by its millions, the Coromandel 
and Malabar coafts, foreign and domeftic wars, and the trade of 
China and Bencoolen, muft have been accumulated 3 in the {pace of 
fixty or feventy years. seas 

From the period of Arungzebe’s death,* until nearly the ‘date 
of our territorial eftabiifhments in India, when the Moghul Empire 
ftill preferved, a large poffeffion of : its ‘power, the’ balance Of the re- 
venues of Bengal, was punétuaily conveyed; in specie ‘and + Bills, 
to the Imperial treafury. The remittance of this amount has been 
known to caufe fo great a fearcity of money, that many perfons, 
poffefied of even large property, have incurred difficulties, i in ‘de- 
ftaying their domeftic expences. Though the maritime commerce 
vf Bengal does. not maintain, the vigor which accompinied it, whilft 
the Europeans. were confined to the coatts of India, and exercifed 
fimply the profeffion, of: merchants, a brifk and important trade 
is yet carried on at Calcutta. The advantageous traffic that fub- 


_ '& This. Prince died, A. D. 1707. 
_ + A crore, of rupees, os million. ftexling, bas been fent in the courfe of one year. 
— Bengal to Delaie 


fitted 
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Aited formerly: between this port and Pegue, Siam, and the Malay- 
ifands, now. feebly remains ; and, unlefs fome favourable change is: 
‘fpeedily effected, bears the appearance of a total failure. Though? 
thefe branches of commerce, filver bullion, gold-duft and precious? 
{tones, were introduced into Bengal ; from whence, in return? 
raw and wrought filks, coarfe cotton cloths, opium, and falt petre,: 
were exported. -It hath alfo been alledged, that, within thefe late: 
years, the maritime trade of Bengal has received a check from an 

etnbargo, or, what is tantamount, an excefflive high duty laid on the: 
importation of foreign falt. This reftriction has reduced the number } 
of fhips, and leffened the confiderable exportation of grain, which, 

before that period, annually took place at the port of Calcutta :) 
yet, though it may. have injured the exterior commerce, the revenue - 
of ‘the Ganges falt has been increafed, by this reftri€tion, to an: 
amount never produced at any former period. _It‘is painful,-per-: 
haps not juft, to expatiate on the defects, or the misfortunes of a° 
country, and hold them. out to public view.; without propofing : 
remedies for the.iHs:that dre:exhibited:. The feantinels of my local. 
_ knowledge, will only permit-me:to fay,: that as. the welfare of the: 
Britifh dominion in India,‘ ulamately depends on the profperity of} 
Bengal, no labour fhould be thoughtarkfome,.no rational plan left: 
untried, which may improve its reVenne,'or entourage its trade. ; 
On the 29th of May I arrived at Berhampore. In this canton- 

ment, which is large and commodious, aré’ ftatiofied three’ regi- 

ments of fepoys, and a battdlioh of Europeans. On the 15th of. 
: June, 


é 
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June, made an excurfion to Moorefhedabad, and it’s environs, that 
I might view the theatre on which thofe interefting fchemes had 
been agitated, which, after a feries of intrigue and blood-fhed, ad- 
vanced the Englifh to the dominion of a wealthy kingdom. 

Ar the diftance of a mile below the city, and on the oppofite 
bank of the river, ftands the burying place of Ali Verdy Khan, 
known alfo in India by the name of Mahobut Jung; a man, who, 
by his abilities as a foldier and a ftatefman, raifed himfelf from a 
private condition, to the Subahdarry of Bengal. He maintained an 
obftinate war with the Mahrattas, for the {pace of eight years, and 
was, after an obftinate ftruggle, obliged to cede to them the dif- 
tricts of Kuttack. 


Nor far from the tomb of Mahobut Jung, lies interred his: 
nephew, Seraje-ud-Dowlah, well known in Englifh hiftory, by his. 


capture of Fort William, and afterwards, confining the unfortu-. 


nate garrifon in a clofe dungeon ; where moft of them died from 
the feverity of their fituation. The fate of this young man was 
fimilar to that of many an Eaftern Prince; of fuch, efpecially, who 
experience a reverfe of fortune.—Seraje-ud-Dowlah was betrayed 
by Meer Jaffier, at the battle of Plaffey, and afiaflinated a fhort 


time after, by his order. Were the conduct of Meer Jaflier to be 


tried by the law of natural affections, or by the rules of private 
honor, it muft appear tainted with a die of deep hue. Mahobut 
Jung, thinking to ifecure to his fuccetlor the attachment of Meer 
Jaffier, beftowed on this officer, the higheft office of Government, 

Vou.’ I. B with 
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with his ftfter in marriage ; and on his death bed, in the moft ears 
neft manner, delivered the young Nabob to his tutelage and pro- 
tection. Mahobut Jung fhould have known, from fuccefsful 
experience,* ‘that no ties are fufficiently coercive to reftrain the 
wild force of ambition ; particularly that fpecies of it found in an 
Afiatic. breaft, which is feen to break down every fence. 

_ Tue Mollahs, who are employed here to offer up thei prayers. 
for the dead, faid, that the widow of Seraje-ud-Dowlah, frequently. 
comes to this maufoleum, and performs certain ceremonies of 
mourning, in memory of her deceafed hufband. Moorefhedabad, 
which now bears the various marks of poverty and. decay, an evi- 
dent refult of the removal of the feat of Government, is a. city of 
no old date ;.as the refidence of the fubahs of Bengal, who, not 
many years ago, kept their court at Rajah Mhal, about one hun- 
dred miles further up the river. The prefent Subahdar, Mubarick~ 
ud-Dowlah, grandfon of Meer Jaffier, and. fon of the Nabob. 
Mirun, who was faid to have been killed by lightening, reccives arr 
annual ftipend of fixteen lacks of rupees, from the Company’s trea= 
fury : having never been vefted with the power, or poffefied of an 
afpiring temper, he is the lefs: reftlefs, in his prefent fituation. As 
the Britifh nation, in the acquifition of their poffeffions in Bengal,. 
have been matertally aided, by the family of Mubarick-ud-Dow- 
Jah, they fhould not, from any narrow {cheme of economy, recede: 


* He had made a fuccefsful ufe, in his attainment of power, of the various iuftruments. 
ef intrigue and treachery. : 


from. 
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from their engagements with this prince, who, though flattered by 
the moft indulgent attention, mutt {till have mortifying moments, 
unlefs he is wholly bereft of the fenfe of feeling, or the faculty df 
srefledtion. No buildings of note are feen in the city of Moore-. 
fhedabad : that which moft attraéts the attention, is the cemetery 
“of Meer Jaffer, his begum, and the Nabob Mherun :* few things 
‘are more efficacious, in repreffing or mocking vanity, of which af- 
“fe€tion fo ample a fhare has fallen to our lot, than, difpaffionately, 
‘to view the repofitory of thofe who in their lives have been ‘termed 
great men, who, “ before they fhuffled off this mortal coil,” in- 
flamed by pride, avarice, ambition, thought empires too narrow 
for their fcope, and that mankind were only created to become 
the inftruments of their mad defires: thefe once towering créa- 
tures, are now, per force, lodged in very moderate apartments, 
where their turbulent fchemes fleep in quiet, and their names 
are often buried in their afhes—A tomb is one of thofe few 
appendages of a great man, in the poffeflion of which none 
envy him. | | 

On the 23d of June, I embarked in a boat at Moorefhedabad, 
and with a frefh eafterly wind, failed up the river about 30 mules. 
The boatmen, generally Hindoos, faften the boat to the fhore in 
the evening, that they may eat and refrefh themfelves ; it not 
being the ufage of their fect to prepare victuals on the water.~ - 


- 


# I have been alfo informed that Mherun was interred at Rajemhal. It is ndt a 
among the Mahometans to erect cenotaphs. 


B 2 24th.— 
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24th.—I. faw the village of Jungypore on. the eaftern fhore, 
where the Company have eftablifhed a factory; for the manufac- 
ture of raw-filk. This day our courfe was about twenty miles. 

25th.—Entered the main branch of the Ganges : — here the: 
river affords a {pacious, view, which is terminated, at the extremity 
of a long reach, by a vita of the hills above Rajah Mhal, extend- 
ing, in a regular chain, to the north-weft. The Ganges, which at. 
Sooty,™ is full four miles acrofs, was that day roughly agitated by a 
ftrong wind, which heaving the waters into a fhort breaking wave,’ 
gave it the appearance of an arm of the fea. The riches of Bengal, 
with a large portion of the conveniency of it’s inhabitants, are, in 
an effential.degree, derived from this river, which, with its numer- 
eus branches flowing through and interfecting an extenfive {pace of. 
eountry, tranfports {peedily, and ata moderate expence, the various: 
product of diftricts, towns, and villages, to places, where they are. 
immediately confumed, or colleéted for the fupply of more diftant: 
marts. ‘The Ganges alfo affords a grand aid to the Englifh, in alls 
military operations within their own territory ; whilft their armies‘ 
on the Coromandel and. Malabar Coatts, are, from a want of pro-~ 
vifions and ammunition, cramped and impeded in their motions’;: 
and are frequently, for the obtainment of thefe fupplies, compelled : 
to retreat, on the moment of reaping the full fruits of victory. > 
But, the Bengal armaments are furnifhed, from their {tore boats, 


* A village near the head of the Caflimbazar river. aoe 
with 
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with every equipment ; and. the ree enjoy, in their camps, 
even the Juxuries of life. 

In the evening, arrived at Rajah Mhal, a a refidence of: 
fome of the Bengal fubahdars. Ahi. Verdy Khan, in the beginning 
of his adminiftration, which commented in: 1742, removed the feat 
of Government from this place to Moorefhedabad. I could not: 
learn the caufe of this preference ; although not deficient in en-: 
quiry. The natives of India, are not. much addicted to curious in- 
veltigation, and are generally inattentive to the hiftory of their own 
country. It would feem that their chief happinefs is centered, in: 
enjoying the prefent hour, which abforbs every retrofpect of the 
paft, and care of the future. Their pleafures are even indolent and- 
languid, and partake of the mild influence of their climate, and the 
eafy produce of a fertile foil Ali Verdy Khan probably removed 
his capital to Moorfhedabad, that he might keep a more 'vigilant 
watch over the actions of the Englifh, whom, it was faid, he fear- 

ed ; and alfo more conveniently profecute the war againft the’ 
| Mahrattas, who had invaded his country, on the fide of the Kut- 
tack. Rajah Mhal bears at this day an impoverifhed afpect ; and 
were it not for the heaps of ruins interfperfed through the town 
and its environs, which have now mouldered into a ftate of deep 
decay, it wouid be difficult to difcover, that this place had been, 
fo lately, the principal city of a powerful and opulent chief. 
-Sauntering amonpft the ruined building’, I ftrayed into a {mall gar- 
den adjo.n.ng the’ bunk of the river; where perceiving an old man, 


eniployed 


A 
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employed in digging, I entered into a converfation with him. Hap 
pening to be more intelligent than the common clafs, and agree- 


ably to the period of his life, very narrative, he afforded me much 


amufemerit in his relation and remarks. This old Cicerone ob 
ferved, that the very {pot which he was then cultivating, was the 
‘fite of the Nobet Ghah ; or the miufic-hall of the old palace; and 
that wathin his recolle&tion, a capacious garden had extended in 


“front of ‘his little inclofure, which the Ganges had now: {wept 
‘away. The inftability of the monuments of human grandeur can- 
‘not, in any region of the globe, I apprehend, be more faithfully, 
or more grievoufly exemplified than at Rajah Mhal; yet I muft 
exclade from this range of ruins: the convenient and hofpitable 
‘houfe of Mr. Cleveland, which formed a part of the Subahdai’s 


palace. 
On the 26th, pafled, with a frefh eafterly wind, the ihe of 
Sickergally, (where.a heavy fwell had nearly overfet the boat) and 
obferved near it a neat building, which had been erected by Mr. 
Cleveland, for the accomodatron of paffengers. 

27th.—Saw the town of Pointee, near which, on an eminente, 
ftands an Hindoo, or Mahometan manfion; and a mofque, now 
apparently in difufe. Adjacent to thefe buildings, a monument has 
been raifed to the memory of a Mr. Middleton, who died there, on 
his journey to Calcutta: thefe objects would not prehaps defetve 
notice, did they not prefent picturefque ]and-marks. 2 

28th.—the wind being light, and the current ftrong, the men 


were 
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were obliged to track the boat. Thefe two lait days we proceeded: 
only about thirty miles. An evident danger 1s incurred by ap- 
proaching the banks of the Ganges during the latter f.afon of the 
tain, from their frequently falling, being of great height in many 
places, and chiefly comipofed of loofe foil, the weight of earth. de- 
fcending on a boat, would undoubtedly deftroy it. 

29th.—At noon, arrived at Jungherah, a ftaall rocky rland, on 
which ftands a feminary of Hindoo mendicants, and.on one-of the 
fides are feen fome figures of very ancient sculpture. A long line 
of hills, running from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, forms. here 
a beautiful termination of a broad range of the river: Fe has bean 
faid, that Seraje-ud- Dowlah was affaffinated at Jungherah, whither 
he had fled for fhelter from the purfuit of Meer Jaffier; but it 
fhould feem more probable, that he was apprehended near this 
place, and carried to Moorefhedabad. 

Tus day, obferved the frame of a well, built of bricks;. that 
ftood in the middle of the ftream,. with its wall in perfec cordi- 
tion, full fifteen feet above the furface of the water. It muft have 
pertained to fome village, bordering on the Ganges ; now deftroyed: 
by the encroachment of it’s flood. 

ProceEDED this day, about 35 miles, and in the evening, faw 
Mongheer, where I arrived the next day. The fort is tm a decayed 
condition, as well as the private buildings, which are uninhabited., 
The fituation, which occupies a flat of great extent towards the « 
weftward, and has the Ganges on the north, 1s equally well chofen 

for 
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for defence, and conveniency. One of ‘the angle baftions commands: | 
a beautifully winding view of the river, which is clofed by a range’ 
of diftant hills. It appears that the prefent fort of Mongheer . 
was built by Sultan Shujah, the fecond fon of Shah Jehan,* who- 
governed the provinces of Bahar and Bengal, and was held in high: 
eftimation by the natives, for his liberality and equitable admini-- 
{tration. As fome relation of Sultan Shujah, (efpecially of the lat- 
ter period of his life, which was involved in a feries calamity) may’ 
excite your attention, and enable me to offer up a tribute of pity to- 
the memory of an unfortunate, but gallant, prince, I will lay it be- 
fore you, agreeably to the memoirs of M. Bernier, one of the moft 
accurate and ingenious wniters, on the hiftory of Hindoftan. 
ArTer the battle of Alhabad, in which he had been wortted, 
Sultan Shujah retired into the interior parts of Bengal, with his. 
army, where he made a vigorous ftand againft the arms of the Em-. 
peror.+ Bernier fays, ‘* There remained, now, no other thorn in 
‘¢ the fide of Aurungzebe, than Sultan Shujah, who ftill main- 
«6 tained himfelf in Bengal; but he was at length forced to yield 
© to the power and fortune of his brother. - 
«© Amir Kumla,f by the numerous bodies of troops that had 


* This Prince caufed a broad and deep trench to be cut from the river to the hills, very 
(perceptible traces of which are now to be feen) for the more effectually defending this 
poft againft the attack of Aurungzebe’s army, which had purfued him from the upper 
parts of the country. - 

+ Aurungzebe. 

$ The Officer commanding the expedition againft Sultan Shujah. 
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joined him, was enabled to hem in the army of Sultan Shujah, 
on both fides of the Ganges, and to compel that prince to feek 
refuge at Dacca, a town fituate on the extremity of Bengal, to- 
wards the fea fide ; and here, enfues the conclufion of the tragedy. 
The Sultan Shujah, being deftitute of fhips to put to. fea, and | 
not knowing whither to fly, fent his eldeft fon, Sultan Banque, — 
to the King of Racan,* or Mug, who was of Heathen religion, 
to know, whether he might be permitted to take fhelter in his 
country, for a certain time, and when the monfoon, or periodi- 
cal winds fhould fet in, whether he could be furnifhed with a 
veffel, to carry him to Mecca, from whence he intended paffing 
into fome part of Turkey, or Perfia. Sultan Banque returned to 
Dacca, with fome galleaffes, manned, with Feringhis, Imean, thofe 
fugitive Portuguefe chriftians, who had entered into the fervice of 
the King of Racan, and were employed in no other bufinefs 
than ravaging the lower parts of Bengal. The young man re- 
porting to his father, that he had been kindly received, and had 
full affurances of protection, and afliftance given him ; Sultan 
Shujah, with his family, confifting of three fons, daughters, and 
their, mother, embarked at Dacca. On their arrival at Racan, 
they were treated with much civility, and provided with fuch 
neceflaries, requifite for their fubfiftence, as the country afford. 
ed; in the name of the King. Some months pafs away, the 


* More commonly known by the name of Avacan. 
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feafon.of the fayorable winds alfo approach, but ne mention is 
made of the veffel, thongh the Sultan required it, on no other | 
terms than the payment of the hire, for he, yet, wanted not rue» 
pees of gold and filver, or gems.—-He had, indeed, too great a 
plenty of them, his wealth being, in all appearance, the. caufe of 
his ruin, or. at leaft, contributing much to it. . This prince 
might long enough have folicited for a fhip ; all was in vain ; he 
effected nothing.—On the contrary, the King began to thew 
great coldnefs, and to complain of his not coming to fee him. 
I know not whether Sultan Shujah thought it unworthy of 
himfelf, and too great a condefcenfion to vifit this King; or 
rather, whether, he feared, that being in the power of their 
chief, his perfon might be feized on, for the purpofe of plunder- 
ing his treafure, and that he himfelf might be delivered into the 
hands of: Amir Kumla, who had. offered, in the name of Au- 
rungzebe, large fums of money, with other confiderable advan- 
tages, for obtaining the poffeffion of this unfortunate family. 

“ WHATEVER might have been the caufe, Sultan Shyjah did 
not go thither, but fent his eldeft fon ; who, on approaching 
the dwelling of the King, began to difplay his liberality to the 
people, by throwing amongft them a confiderable quantity of 
rupees of gold and filver, and when he came before the King, he 
prefented him with rich embroideries, and rare pieces of gold- 
{mith’s work, fet with precious ftones of great value; excufing 
at the fame time, on account of fome illnefs, his father, in 

| ‘ whofe 
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“ whofe name he had now to entreat, that the fhip, which had 
** been promifed, might be held in readinefs. ‘But, all that the 
‘* Prince had done, had not advanced his bufinefS.; on. the con- 
“ trary, this King, in the courfe of five or fix days after, made a 
demand of one of the daughters of Sultan Shujah, ‘in marriage; 
in ‘which the father refolving never to — the King be- 
camc highly offended. , 

“ Sultan Shuyah' feeing the feafon for fathng had valid away, 
and perceiving the fituation in which he was then ‘placed was a 
defperate one, determined on purflting equally defperate nica: 
fures, and -undertodk the petformance of an action, which may 
afford a great example of the efforts of defpair.. Although this 
“ King-of Racan, in. his religion, is a Pagan, ‘there are marty 
<< Mahometans, mixed with the people, who have either chofen to 
<< retare among{t them, or have been enflaved by the Portugucft 
“ before-menttoned, mm their expeditions to the neighbouring 
“ codfts. — Saltah’ ‘Shujah {ecretly pained thefe men, whom: he 
<t joined with two or three hundred ‘of his own own people; the 
# remainder-6f thofe whi followed him from Bengal; and with 
4 this ‘force he refolved to furprize the houfe.gf the King, put his 
family to the fword; and: nvalte himfelé fovereign of the.country. 
«¢ This bold attempt, which reféribled more the enterprize :of a 
& defperado, than that of & prudent’ man,. yet, Had, from the in: 
 telligence F colleéted fromm maafiy Muffulmen, Portuguefe,. and 
‘% Hollanders, who were then on the {pot, a certaiea feaftbality in 
a C2 Sati 
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‘it: But the day before the blow was'to be gives, a difcovery 
‘© was made of the defign, which altogether ruined the. affairs: of 
“ Sultan Shujah, and involved in it the deftruction ef his fantily. 
‘‘.-For, after this failure, having no further hope of retrieving his 
‘“‘ fortane, he endeavoured to efcape into Pegu ; a: punpofe, ina 
‘* manner impoffible to be effected, by reaion of the vaft moun- 
‘* tains and forefts that lay in the way ; befides, they: purfued him 
“ fo clofely, that he was overtaken, the fame day on which he 
‘s fled. It may be well imagined, that Sultan Shujah defended 
* himfelf, with the moft obftinate courage. The number of Bar~ 
‘¢ barians that fell under his {word-will fcarcely be credited ; but 
* at length; overpowered by the multitude of his enemies, he 
« was forced ‘to quit the combat. Sultan Banque, who had not 
“‘ advanced as far as his father, fought like a lion, until covered 
with tle blood: of the wounds he received from the ftones, that 
“had been fhowered upon him from all fides, he was feized on, 
‘. and carried-away, with bis mether, two young brothers, and 
<< his fifters. -All that could be learned of the fate of Sultan Shu- 
« ‘yah, himfelf, was, that, accompanied by ene woman, an eunuch, 


a 


** and two other perfons, he afcended the top of a mountain ; 
 § that -he was wounded on the head with a ftene, which ftruck 
‘ him down ; but that the eunuch having bound. up'the wound, 
«* with his own turban, he arofe again, and efcaped into the midft 
** of the woods. This relation I have heard recounted in many 
“ different ways, by thofe even that were on the {pot, which gave 

” . ‘* rife 
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‘« rife tt a vaniety of repexts ofthis Pringe, and, _ frequent 
‘¢ alarms, atithe,eourt ef Debi...) : 
‘Tals writer, after giving a detail of the many ‘eslilieia ‘ia 
were formed of: the fate of Sultan Shyjah, mentions, that he tra- 
velled. from. Bengal: to Mafalipatam,; with an. .evnauch of; that 
Pmnce.. and bas former commandant of, artillery,, who told. him 
that Sultan. Shujah was, dead, but obferved a {trict referve in com- 
municating any farther information. Mr. Bernier {uyppofes, that if 
Sultan Shujah was not flain, on the.place of action, he muft have 
died, foon after; falling: either into. the hands of robhess, .or. a prey 
to the wild beafts, with. which. the forefts of that country abound. - 
SuBsEQUENTLY to this.cvent, the remaining branches of, the 
family were.thrawn into prifon, where they were treated with much 
rudenefs ; .but after {ome tume, Bernier, fays, they neceaved a, milder 
treatment, which was chiefly caufed. by the marriage of the eldeft 
daughter.of Sultan Shujah, with the. King of Racan. The feqnel 
of this event fets.forth, that. the fervants of the. Sultan Banque 
were difoovered im forming. another con{piracy, with thofe Maho- 
metans,. who. have been already noticed, and that the King being 
now violently exafperated againf& this unfortunate family, ordered. 
it- to be extirpated ; nor did any branch remain, excepting the 
Princefs, whom. he had efpoufed.* ._ 
i | s 3 4 CassuM 
s I have been the more induced to infert this relation of the fate of Sultan Shujah, 


as it ‘places the conclafion of‘a curious Hiftorical’ paffaze, in a point of view, different 
from 
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Cassum Ali Khan, in the laft years of his government, retired 
to the fort of Mongheer, and actuated by a kcen refentment againft 
the Englifh, for their extenfive encroachments on his authority, 
and the commerce of his country, he formed the plan of throwing 
off their yoke, and annihilating their influence in Bengal. In ad- 
dition to thefe motives, he was urgently incited to the attempt by 
the officers of his court and army, who were neceffarily alarmed 
at the diminution of their power and lucrative appointments. 
Aniongft the foremoft of thefe, we find the Armenian Khojah | 
Gregore, who, contrary to the ufage of his country-men, had af- 
fumed the profeffion of arms, and had rifen to high rank and con- 
fidence, in the fervice of Caffum Ali. He feems, with Sumroo, to 
have borne a principal part iri the war againft the Englifh, which 
ultimately involved, as is well known, the ruin of Caffum, and 
the deftruction of the Mahometan dominion in Bengal. Gregore 
alfo toft his life, for on a fufpicion of intnguing with the Arme- 
nians of Calcutta he was ‘cut off, previoufly to the expulfion of his 
mafter. With Caffum Ali’ * ended, ‘virtually, ‘the power of the 

fubahdars 


from that defcribed by a late writer (Col. Dow) on the Empire of Hindooftan ; who, 
however well-founded his claims to accuracy, could not have attained the poffeffion of 
more authentic documents, than a perfon, who was himfelf brought forward into the 
action of the day, and whofe writings for the {pace of more than 100 years, have borne 
the teft of truth. 

* Cafflum Ali Khan, after wandering about the upper provinces, and foliciting the 
aid of various chiefs againft the Englifh, fought prote&tion at the Court of Dehli. He 
evinced the fame intriguing and fanguinary difpofition in domeftic life, as had marked 


his 
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fubahdars of..Bengal. Meer Jaffer, in his lJaft adminiftration, 
made a feeble attempt to refume his authority, but it foon termi- 
nated in his dgath, and in leaving the Englifh the fupreme rulers of 
an extenfive and valuable territory. | 

I fhould be ill intitled to a place, even amongft the moft trite 
obfervers, did 1 not, before I quitted this part of the country, 
throw my mite into the fund of general applaufe which has bees 
beftowed on Mr. Cleveland. This gentleman, whom I never faw, 
but whofe works loudly proclaim his merit, and diffufe his praile, 
has by an equitable and judicious management of the Rajah Mhal 
and Bauglepour diftri¢ts, confiderably increafed the number of in- 
habitants, and improved, as well as facilitated, the collection of 
the revenue. The increafe of population is confpicuoufly feen in 
the dependency of Mongheer, and in the extenfive mercats of that 
place, which are reforted to. by a concourfe of various traders. He 
hath alfo made ftrenuous exertions, in drawing the adjacent, 
Mountaineers, from their faftneffes to the plains. Nor have his 
labours failed of fuccefs, ‘Twelve hundred of thefe men have en- 
tered into our fervice, and are embodied in a corps, whioh bears 
the appearance of becoming ufeful to the ftate. The indulgent 


his public character. He endeavoured, it is faid, to fupplant the Minifter at Dehli, by 
an offer of a large donation to the King ; and he is accufed of murdering, at different 
times, the women he carried with him from Bengal. At his death, which happened at 
the village of Kutwall, in 1777, the Court feized on his eftate, the value of which 
was computed at one thoufand pounds ;—a {mall refidue of the plunder of Bengal and 
Bahar ! 


treatment 
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treatment fhewn them with the fuperior advantages, which they 
derive, muft operate as powerful inducements to their brethren, 
in following fo profitable an example. The depredations of thefe 
people had, at former periods, rendered the paflage of the roads 
in that quarter fo unfafe, that efcorts were ftationed at certain 
pofts, for the protection of travellers; and detachments of two 
and three battalions, have occafionally been fent againft the favage 
inhabitants of the Bauglepour hills; who are now become the 
guardians of a country, which they had long wafted, by rapine 
and bloodfhed. 

- Mr. Cleveland has eftablifhed {mall buildings, at moft of the 
‘halting places within his diftricts, for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers ; and the natives of thofe parts, who feem to have profited 
by the conduct of their chief, are peculiarly attentive to ftrangers. 
Such have been the advantages, which the ftate, and a body of 
people have derived, from the public fpirit, and the benevolent 
efforts of one man! But his reward hath been bounteous and 
complete. He hath enjoyed the honour of exalting, in a diftant 
land, the character of his nation, and felt fenfations which tran- 
Sport the mind beyond the reach of fortune. 

On the 3d of July, I left Mongheer; and arrived, on the sth, 
at Patna, by water. This city is fpactous and populous, though 
much fallen from the importance it held, during the refidence of 
the Subahdar of Bahar. The great quantity of poppies cultivated 
in the contiguous diftri¢ts, from which opium of an excellent 


quality 
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_ quality 1s produced, together with extenfive falt-petre works, have 
tendered Patna opulent, and the center. of an extenfive commeree. 
The different manufaétures : of filver, iron, and wood, are little 
inferior ia this city, to thofe of. Europe; and when the rude- / 
nefs of the tools, with the fimplicity of the procefls, is examin- 
ed, the degree of delicacy which the artifans have acquired in 
their fevergl. profeffions, mutt challenge a high admiration. « - 

The numerous ruins of public and private edifices, {cattered 
through the town of Patna, and ts environs, indicate 2 former 
grandeur and extent, which now no longer exift. An aricient 
mame of this place, fill known to fame of the more intelligent 
inhabitants, and bearing an. affinity to that given, by Strabo. and 
Pliny, to the fuppofed capital of India, has fuggefted an opinioa, 
that. Patma occupies the fituation of the celebrated Palibertha ; 
which js. farther fubfantsated by the geographical obfervations of 
Major Rennal.—-Cutiofity, and the defire of the moment.to indulge 
a melancholy idea, led me to the fpot, where the Englith wese 
maflacred by the order.of Caflum Ali. The former buildings ase 
pemoved, and a well proportioned monument has been erected in. 
commemoration of that dreadful event, though without any. ur- 
fcription. Perhaps it had been confiftent with founder policy, 
that no fuch memorial had been fixed; but as it. was judged 
expedient to record, thus publicly, an act of treacherous cruelty, 
the caufe, I.think, fhould have been explained. 

On the 13th of July, I left Patna, and on the fame day arrived 

Vou, I. _ D_ at 
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at Muzufferpour, the relidence of the Collector of Tirhoot, an 
extenfive diftrict, about forty miles to the northward of Patna, and 
producing a revenue of abont fix and a half lacks of rupees. . 

In the neighbourhood of Muzufferpour, an action was. fought 
in 1760, between Mherim, the eldeft fon of Meer Jaffer, affifted 
by the Englith troops, and Kadim Huffein Khan, the chief of 
Purnea, in which the latter was defeated. <A few days after the 
éngayement, Mherim died, ftruck, it was faid, by lightening. 
The father believed that his fon had been cut off by an affaffin, 
and he loudly accufed Caffum Ah of the murder. The event 
having removed a ftrong bar to Caffum’s ambition, and there alfo ap+ 
pearing fome fufpicious circumftances, attending the alledged caufe 
of his death, Meer Jaffier may be juftified in believing, that bis fon 
had been taken off, by an avowed rival, who was feen at a fubfe- 
quent period, indulging an implacable and fangumary temper. 

On the 30th of July, croffed the country, and went to Chop- 
rah, a long ftraggling town, lying on the northern fide of the 
Ganges, about twenty miles above Patna. Choprah is the reft- 
dence of the Collector of Sarun and (Champoran,; diftricts yielding 
aa annual revertue of fourteen and an half lacks of rupees. The 
French and Dutch had * fadtories at this place, chiefly for the pur 
pofe of manufacturing falt-petre, in which commodity. this part of 


® This letter was written during. the war with Fraace and Holland, when thel® 
places had been captured by the Englifh. 


‘the 
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the country profifely abound’. It is not unworthy of' notice to 
remark, that the Dutch, though obliged to purchafe the greater 
portion df their crude falt-petre ‘from the Englith, were enabled ta 
fell it in'its purified ftate, ‘at a lower rate than that manufactured 
by the Engtith Company, and of a fuperior quality. ‘This com: 
mercial’ addatitage, may be afcribed to the rigid fyftem of ccono- 
my obférved’ by the Dutch in all-their operations, and to d perfes 
yering attention to bufinefs, with white that Eee oom conte 
tutionally endowed. 

‘Ow the 12th of Auguft, left Choprah, and on the 17th arrived 
by watcr at Buxar. It was in the vicinity of this place that Caffum 
Ali, joined by Shujah-ud-Dowlah, with the whole of that Prince's 
army, made his la(t effort againft the arms of. the Englifh. The . 
fuperior nurnbers of the enemy who crowded the plains of Buxar, 
availed them little, when oppofed to the {mall, ‘but’ welf arranged, 
and determined ‘body of the Englifh ; who after a {mart action of 
two Hours, ‘conipletely' routed the conibined ‘forces, and captured 
‘the’ whole of ‘their artillery. ‘This a€tion, heretofore fo amply 
defcribed, had ‘not ‘perhaps now been ddverted to, but for the im- 
pulfe df’ an' darneft defire of imprinting anew on your memory, 
the fervices performed on that day by the Britifh troops ; to whorh 
their country Ytands indebted for a fingular exaltation of its 
fame, and the acquifition of folid benefits. 

THe fort’ of Buxar, which, ‘though fmall, is yet fufficiently 
tenable to refift ths common attacks of a native — ftands 

D 2 on 
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on the exterior limits of the Bahar province. The prefent Coni- 
mandant has added to the ftrength of the fort by fome late im- 
provements; and for a more extenfive protection of the inhabi- 
tants of the adjacent town, he has encompafied a wide {pace to the 
eaftward of the fortifications, with a rampart and ditch. 

TE curiofities to be feen at Buxar are few, and, excepting 
one, not worthy of enumeration. But this one, the Hindoos hold 
in a degree of eftimation not inferior to that of the Neapolitans 
for the blood of Saint Januarius, or thofe of their faith in gene- 
ral’ for the holy houfe at Loretto. ‘Phe monument in queftion, 
which is erected on a fmall mount to the weftward of the 
fort, is facred te the memory of the Gold Ram, who 1s: feen 
occafionally officiating as the Mars of the‘ Hindoos : and is faid to 
have the dire€tion of war and victory. It would appear, that Ram, 
whilft a youth, made a vifit to this eminence, and tarried on it 
for the fpace of fevén days, where he was taught from fome learned 
matter of the fcience, the art of managing the bow, and wonder- 
ful were his feats with-this weapon in after times: mdeed, were 
the moft moderate of them to be recorded, it would be readily ad- 
mitted without -torturing the phrafe, that Ram ‘“ drew a long 
4° bow,” . eae” % : : 

_ Ar the diftance of two miles to the weftward-of -Buxar,. the 
Torin Nullah, a rivulet which falls into the Ganges, terminates 
ithe province of Bahar, and divides it from Benares, Though 
the Caramnaffa river, from being of greater note than the Nullah, 

and 
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and running contiguous to it, is generally denominated the. boun- 
dary... In croffing this.river on fervice, the officers on the Bengal 
eftablifhment become intitled to a double portion.of their ufual 
pay, for. the better enabling them to defray the extraordinary 
expences incyrred in countries far diftant from the fea coafts, 
and where Eyropean articles, from the charges of SoNETENS fell 
- at an advanced price. , 

THE view from Buxar into the aia province, prefeats a 
{fcene of infinite gratification to the fenfe. You fee an extended 
plain fkirted by a broad. winding river, and chequered ‘With, exe 
herant fields of corn, groves of lofty {preading trees, and large 
villages ; the whole combines in it fome of the grandeft objects in 
nature, and impreffes the mind with cheerfulnefs and content. .. 

Lert Buxar on the 23d, and arrived on the 26th at Benares, 
to which city from Mongheer, the diftance by water is about, 289 

In the relation of this failing excurfion through the provinces, 
you will doubtlefs fee many inaccuracies. You will likewafe fee 
that I haye,too narrowly. circum{cribed the defcription of a coun- 
try, which with a fertility that conveys the idea of plenty, and 
national fecurity, holds out to the eye, a grand and various. {oope 
of the moft beautiful imagery. 

: | | I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c, &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER IL... 


Benares, 30th September, 178 2. 
MY DEAR SIR, a } 


Hav NG given you a curfory detail of 
my journey from Calcutta to Benares, with the remarks that oc- 
cured; I will now lay before you the refult of my enquiries and 
abfervations at this place. Should errors atife in the inveftiga- 
tion of ‘a fubject, hitherto flightly difcuffed, and, ‘from its exten- 
five variety, perplexed and’ abftrufe, I mutt entreat an ‘indulgent 
eye; and though miftaken in my opinions, {‘prefume ‘to hope 
for fome commendation, were it only for endeavouring to ad= 
minifter a rational pledfure. Sees 

Tue city of Benares, ‘for its wealth, coftly buildings, and the 
number of its: inhabitants, is claffed in the firft of thofe now 
remaining in the poffeffion of the Hindoos. To deftribé with 
a due degree of precifion the various temples ‘dedicated at Be- 
nares, to the almoft innumerable deities, “arid to explain the orl- 
gin of their foundation with the neceflary arrangement, would 
require a knowledge far fuperior to mine in the myfterious fub- 
ject of Hindoo Mythology. It is at this day enveloped in’ fuch 


deep 


~ 
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deep obfcurity, that even thofe pundits the moft fkilfully verfed 
in the Sanfcrit,* are not able to render it moderately compre- 
henfible to the generality of people. 

Bur as fome relation of a city fo famous in Hindooftan, 
and now fo well known in Europe for fupplying one of the 
grand fources of the religious worfhip of the Hindoos, and being 
the chief repofitory of the fcience yet exifting among them, may 


not be unacceptable to you, together with a curfory inveftigation 


of the Mythology of .Brimha; the tafk fhall be attempted with 
attention to the object, and, I truft, with g ftrict adherence to 
truth. | ee 

Ar the diftance of eight miles from the city of Benares, as it 
is approached on the river, from. the eaftward, the eye is attracted 
by the view of two lofty minarets, which were erected by Au- 
rungzebe, on the foundation of an ancient Hindoo temple, dedi- 
cated to the Mhah Deve. The conftruction on this facred ruin of 
fo towering a Mahometan pile, which from its elevated height, 
feems to look down with triumph and exultation on the fallen 
ftate of .@ city fo profoundly revered by the Hindoos, would ap- 
pear to have been prompted to the mind of Arungztbe, by a 
bigotted and mtemperate defire of infulting thei religion. : If: fuch 
was his wifh, it hath been completely fulfilled. For the Hindoos 


. © The language in which the fatred legends of the Hindoes ‘have been preferved. 


= . confider 
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~ confider this monument, as. the difgraceful record of a foreign yoke, 
proclaiming to every ftranger, that their favorite city has been de- 
bafed, and the worfhip of their gods defiled. From the top of — 
the minarets is feen the entire profpeét of Benares, which occupies 
a fpace of about two miles and an half along the northern bank. 
of the Ganges, and generally a mile in-land from the river. Many. 
of the houfes, which are remarkably high, fome of them having 
fix and feven floors, are built of ftone, refembling that {pecies. 
found in the quarries of Portland,* and which abounds in this 
part of the country. But the ftreets where thefe lofty buildings 
ftand, are fo narrow as not to admit of two common carriages. 
_ abreaft. In addition to the pernicious effect which muft proceed 
~ fom a confined atmofphere, there is in the hot feafon, an intoler- 
able ftench arifing from the many pieces of ftagnated water dif-. 
perfed in different quarters of the town, whofe waters and borders: 
are appropriated to the neceflary ufes of the inhabitants. The filth 
alfo, which is indifcriminately thrown into the ftreets, and there left 
expofed, (for the Hindoos poffefs but a {mall portion of general 
cleanlinefs), add to the compound of ill fmells, fo offenfive to the 
European inhabitants of this city. The irregular and comprefled 
manner which has been invariably adopted in forming the ftreets 
of Benares, has-deftroyed the effects which fymmetry and arrange- 


* The Benares or Chunar-Ghur ftone, is clofer grained and —_ coloured, than 
- that of Portland. 
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ment would have otherwife beftowed on a city, intitled from its 
valuable buildings, to a preference of any capital which I have feen 
in India. 

In my refearch into the principles of the Hindoo religion, I 
received great aid from a converfant knowledge of the Marhatta 
language, and an acquaintance, though very trivial, with the San- 
{crit. The ufe of this laft tongue, now chiefly confined to a parti- 
cular fect of Bramins, who officiate in the character of priefts, hath 
ever been made the channel of conveying to the Hindoos, the ef- 
fential tenets of their religion, with all the various forms of their 
worfhip. The Sanfcrit is a fonorous language, abounding in pith 
and concifentefs ; and its periods flow with boldnefs, and terminate 
in a cadence peculiarly mufical. An extract.of a floke, or ftanza, 
which has been quoted by Mr. Halhed; is a ftriking teftimony of 
the nervous compofition, and the laconic turn of: the Sanfcrit. 
Being compofed: of only four lines, I will infert it, and endeavour 
to give the tranflation literally, and in verfe. 


Pttache — #£yrénérvan —  fhétroo, 

Father — indebt — enemy. | 

Matah —  fhétroo — reéfhélenee, | 
Mother — enemy —_. extravagant, or immoral. 
Bhaziah — ruperviittee— fhetroo, 

Wife — beautiful -——- enemy. 

Pootré — fhétroo —  n’‘piinditah, 

Son — enemy — unlearned. 


Vot. I. E The 
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‘The Mother who hath loft her fame, 
‘The. Sire profufe and foe to fhame, 
Are to their race a peft 

A Bride’s foft joys oft’ thorns implant, 
And he who roams tn Folly’s haunt, 
Deftroys bis Father’s reft. 


‘Te Hindoos believe in one God, wahout beginning and with= 
out end, on whem they beftow, defcriptive of his powers, a va- 
riety of epithets. But the moft common appellation, and which 
conveys the fublimeft fenfe of his greatnefs, is, Sree Man Nar- 
raim.* The Hindoos, in ther {application to the Deity, addrefs 
him as endowed with the three attnbutes of omnipotence, omni- 
prefence, and. omnifcience, which im the Sanfcnt are expeeffed. by 
the terms, Neerangin, Necrakar, and Neergaon. Though theft 


* There is reafon to believe, that in the more easly periods of time, before the 
priefts of the Hindoos had found it expedient, for the firmer eftablifhment of their 
{way over the minds of the people, to raife a huge fuperftucture of emblematical wor- 
fhip, the temples erected to the Supreme Being were plain, and void of perfonification ; 
the remains of one of thefe are now to be feen on the fummit of a hill, near the city 
of Kathmire; which, according to tradition, had been dedicated to the Creator of 
the world; in which the prayers of thofe who entered, were addreffed to the Deity 
without fupplicating the interceffion of an intermediate agent, and where no image, or 
fymbol of Divine power, had 2 place. A gentleman of cufious refearch on the coaft 
of Coromandel, informed me, that at Chilemberam, aboat 20 miles te the fouthward 
of Cudalore, he faw a religions Hindee edifice, plain, and- without any interior figure, 
which was devoted to the worfhip of “ the Invifible God, ”? and was nevet approached 
‘but with tokens of profound awe and reverence. 


ferms 
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terms may not in literary ftrictnefs, comprife the precife meaning 
of the Englith text, they convey it virtually, and in the ampleft 
fenfe. The Hindoos likewife believe, that the Supreme Deity 
poffefies a three-fold form, the parts of which are faid to be fepa- 
rate. It 1s compofed of Sree Mun Narrain, who is fuppofed to 
reprefent a human form; the Alhah Letchinry, defcribed as a 
beautiful woman; and a ferpent, on which the Deity is feated. 
This emblematical affemblage, a fymbol of ftrength, love, and 
wifdom, according to the Hindoo faith, is wholly fpiritual, and is 
never reprefented m their temples by any object of matter : : a 
fay it is indivifible, and of infinite fpace.* 

In the begining, the Hindoos believe that the Deity created 
three men, to whom he gave the names of Brimha, Vyftnow, and 
Shevah.+ ‘To the firft was committed the power of creating mart 
kind ;— to the fecond of cherithing them ; —and to the third, that 
of reftraining, correcting, and deftroying them.} Brimba at one 
breath formed the human kind out of the four elements, amongft 
which he trfafed, if I underftard the interpretation, and raay be 
allowed the term, a@vacuum.§ . 

Before 


* Perhaps the myttetous ‘Tryad of Pito, wht the a free ufe oF atm Bo 
ledge, may have' been formed front Indiesr rivatertaly, 


ee 
+ Called alfo Eifhever, and the Mhah ‘Deve. | 
4 In the capacity. of Mhah. Deve, he ie denominated « The Deftrudtive Power.” 


§ Ths word inthe Sanforit language, it ata, the’ proper figniificetion of which, 
E 2 ] be- 
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BeroreE the creation of man, Sree Mun Narrain formed the 
world out of a perplexed aggregation of matter, which had been 
covered with the waters, and inhabited by a demon, the fuppofed 

| | author 


I believe, I was not at the time, accurately informed of ; for it fhould feem, that Hin- | 
doos do not admit of a vacuum, in their fyftem of nature : —aka/h means, in a general 
acceptation, aerial! fpace ; but in the prefent fenfe, I am induced to think that it is de- 
figned by the Hindoos, to denote the grand vivifying principle, termed in ancient fa- 
ble, the Promethean fire, fuppofed to have animated the human body. In this note, 
it may not be uninterefting to introduce a tenet of the Egyptian theological philofo- 
phers, which correfponds with the idea I have formed of the aka/b of the Hindoos, 
and alfo, certain opinions entertained by them of the formation of the world, and the 
creation of animated bodies. Thefe philofophical priefts, who profeffed the tenets of 
Menes, their firft law-giver, (whom they had deified and entitled, Ofiris, or the fun), 
faid that fire, or rather, a refined {pirit, which they diftinguifhed from the elemental- 
fire, was diffufed through all nature, and compofed the effence of that being, who firft 
gave form and order to matter. They believed that five elements— the mind, fire, 
air, earth, and water, conftituted the entire world: they called the mind Jupiter, which 
fignifies the fource of life, and they confidered him the father of all intelligent beings. 
The fire they termed Vulcan, who they alledged, contributed chiefly to the production 
and perfection of all things. Earth, being as it were the bofom in which all things re- 
ceive the principles of life, was known by the defignation of Mother. The water 
was called Ocean, to which they gave the name of the Nurfing Mother. The air 
was denominated Minerva, and believed to be the daughter of Jupiter, fprung from 
his brain, and always a virgin, as this element is incorruptible and rifes to Heaven.— 
The Egyptian philofophers fuppofed, that all the original matter of the univerfe had 
been immerged in a chaos, and was gradually feparated from it by fermentation ; that 
the air was in continual agitation ; that the fire, liberated from the grofler matter, had 
afcended, and formed the fun and ftars, the higheft objects of the uniyerfe ; that {pirit, or 
the mind, the moft fubtile part of fire, was difperfed through all parts, to animate life, 
and impart voluntary motion. They added, that the earth and water, which after the 
feparation of the air were yet embodied, became a globe, which conftantly revolving 
on it’s axis, by a motion excited by the fire the feparation of the two bodies was ef- 
feted ; and that the rays.of the fun, making new fermentations on the furface of the 

earth, 
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author of evil, whom the Godhead drove into an abyfs under the 
earth.* | 
Tse Hindoos, as Mr. Halhed in his tranflation of the Code 
of Hindoo Laws has fully fet forth, are arranged in four grand 
cafts, or tribes;-+ that of the Bramin, the Chittery, the Bhyfe, 
and the Sooder. Each of thefe cafts 1s fubdivided into numerous 
fects, the particular ufages of which are preferved with care and 
attentive diftinctions. There are fectaries, alfo of the fame tribe, 
who do not admit of the intercourfe of marriage with each other, 


earth, yet foft and flimy, produced numerous excreffences, which, nourifhed and 
ftrengthened by the grofs vapours of the night, —the aCtion of the moon, -—-and after- 
wards, by the heat of the day, appeared at length, in the forms of different animals. 
Thofe in whom the fire predominated, mounted into air, and became birds: thofe 
which participated more of earth, as men, quadrupeds—and reptiles, remained on the 
furface, while the more aqueous fubftances defcended to the waters, their proper place 
of abode. It was neceflary to give reafons, why nature had ftopped in her primary 
operations, and did not form many more animal creatures, as the manner of formation 
had been fo fimple and eafy. Syftematic philofophy, even in its infancy, did not want 
refource ; and that of the Egyptians has met the objection, by urging, that nature had 
originally infpired every fpecies of animals with the inftinct of propagation ; having 
fagely forefeen, that when the fun and the winds had entirely dried the earth, i¢ would 
be incapable of producing perfe& animals.—-See Mr. Labbathier’s Hiftory of Ancient 
Nations, tranflated by Mr. Stockdale. . 

® The writers of the Hindoo mythology, have given various and diffufe defcrip- 
tions of the origin of the world, and of the human and animal race, but unite in 
blending them with a feries of extravagant and difgufting fables. 

+ There is in India an aboriginal race of people, who are not claffed in any of the 
fects, and confined to the moft menial offices. They are not permitted to enter any 
temple of the Hindoos, and they obferve no reftriftion. On fome parts of the coaft 
of Coromandel, they are called Dherefand Pariahs; and, in Bengal, Harees. 


or 
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or of eating at the fame board. It fhould feem, that the genuine 
race of the Chittery has for a great length of time been extin&, 
and that its place is now occupied by a fpurtous tribe. The Hin- 
doos compofing thefe eafts and clafles, are ultimately branched in 
two divifions ; the one denominated Vy{tnow Bukht ; the other, 
Sheva Bakht. The followers of the former deity are ufually dif. | 
tinguifhed by a longitudinal mark on the forehead, whilft thofe of 
the latter draw a parrallel Kine on that part. Vyftnow is worfhip- 
ped under the reprefentation of a human figure, having a circle of 
heads, and four hands ;. emblems of an all-feeing and all provident 
Being. The figure of a fabulous bird, on which he is fuppofed: 
to ride, and denoting the velocity of his metion, is occafionally 
placed in front of this image. Sheva, or Etfhwer, and as he is often 
denominated by the Hindoos, the Mhah Deve, is uftually repre- 
fented by a compound figure, defcribing the male and female parts 
of generation, and defigued as the fymbol of procreation and fe- 
cundity : thefe faculties, or qualities, being claffled amongft the 
choiceft bleflings of the Hindoos, and the deprivation of thems 
deemed a fevere reproach and misfortune. Facing this defignation 
of Mhah Deve, is fometimes feen, in a fupphant pofture, the fta- 
tue of a cow, or bull: an animal faid to have derived his facred 
qualities, from having been chofen by this god, as the favourite. 
medium of his conveyance. But the more enlightened pundits fay, 

- that this creature hath been preferved from flaughter, by its great 
utility to man ; it being his ableft affiftant im the labours of the 
field, 
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field, and the chief provider of his immediate fuftenance.* It 
doubtlefs. argues a found policy in the Hindoos, to ftamp the ox 
with this facred mark; for were its fiefh eaten, as Hindoftan is 
thinly fupplied with horfes, the various branches of agriculture 
would fuffer an effential injury. 

AnorTueR figure reprefents Sheva, with four hands, holding dif- 
ferent emblems of his power; and five heads, four of which are 
directed to the cardinal points, and the fifth is placed with the 
face upwards, in the fuppofed act of contemplating the godhead. 
This deity who occupies. numerous forms, is figured alfo with 
three eyes, one of which is placed in the forehead. | 

In gratitude for the fervice which Brimha has performed on 
earth, it would reafonably. be fappofed, that the thankfgiving of 
his people would in fonte degree be proportionéd to his works. 
But the Hindoos have not dedicated one temple to his honor ; rior 
have they eftablifhed a fingle feftival, n remembrance of his deeds. 
It would sedownd but little to my credit, did I infert in this place 
the reafons alledged in their religious tracts, for the neglect of 
Brimha. It is a tale framed to amufe the credulous Hindoo, and 
procure a meal to an artful prieft. The oftenfible want of atten- 
tion to the memory of Brimha,’ may on a more abftraéted ground 
be.afcribed to an opinion, that the powers of procreation having 
been primarily fet in action, and operating by a law impulfive 


* Miik and butter compote a great part of the aliment of an Hindoo. 
and 
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and undeviating, whofe immediate benefits exift, and are con- 
fpicuoufly difplayed in its effects, no ritual neceffity called for 
the commemoration of its firft caufe, or the propitiation of its 
future influence. - 

Tue Hindoos believe implicity in predeftination, and in the 
tranfmigration of the foul. The firft, though it may operate in 
cramping the genius and obftructing it’s progreflive powers, has a 
happy tendency in affuaging their misfortunes, and adminiftering 
a comfort in all the wants of life. They fay, it is the hand of 
God, which for fome infcrutable purpofe, directs and impels the 
actions of his creatures. The doctrine of Metempfychofis reftrains 
them from the ufe of animal food,* an aliment not neceflary in a 
hot climate, and often attended with pernicious confequences. 
This reftriction may alfo have contributed to infufe into their minds 
an abhorrence of fanguinary acts, and inculcate the virtues of hu- 
manity and general philanthropy. | 

Tue Hindoos compute their grand evolutions of time by 
epochs, called in their language Jogues, of which there are four, 
correfponding, in the afcribed qualities, with their golden, filver, 
brazen, and iron ages of the ancients. The prefent, they fay, is 
the Khullee,+ or the fourth Jogue ; and that at the expiration of 
every age, the Supreme Being has deftroyed the world, and that a 


* This tenet is not, at this day, ftri€ly adhered to ; for the Hindoos of the fecond 
and fourth caft occafionally ufe fleth meat, and the Bramins of Bengal invariably eat fith. 
The Chriftian Era, 1787, correfponds with 4888, of the Khulle Taque. 


continued 
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continued fucceffion of Jogues will revolve ad infinitum. 'The re- 
cords of this ancient people teem fo profufely with fable, and 
abound throughout in fuch extravagant relations of their demi- 
gods, fimilar in their feafts to the Bacchus, Hercules, and Thefeus 
of the Greeks, that no rational or fatisfa€tory conclufion can be 
drawn, for any adjuftment of chronology. A pundit will intro- 
duce into’his legend a lack of years,* with as much facility, and 
perhaps conviction to himfelf, as our commentators of theological 
hiftory would reduce to their ftandard, half a century. 


Tue principles of the Hindoo religion, with its moft effential. 


tenets, were compofed, it is afferted, by Brimha, and comprifed 
in four books, entitled the Bairds or Vaids ; a word in the Sanfcrit 
language fignifying myftery. In that part of the peninfula of In- 
dia bordering on the Coromandel fide, thefe facred writings are 
named the Vaidums. The Talinghahs and Malabdars make little 
diftinction between the letters B, and. V, and invariably terminate 
with an M, all Sanfcrit words. ‘The Shaftre is a voluminious com- 
mentary on the Bairds, and has been written by various pundits, 
for the purpofe of illuftrating the Hindoo Mythology. From the 
Shaftre proceed thofe prepofterous ceremonies, which have been 
dragged into the Hindoo fyftem of worfhip ; all tending to fhackle 
the vulgar mind, and produce in it a flavifh reverence for the tribe 


of Bramins. The privelege of reading the Bairds, and expounding 


* An hundred thoufand. 
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its texts, is only allowed to them; and prohibited to the other 
cafts, under, fevere' penalnes. By the fole inveftment of this im- 
portant authority, the prieft is left at liberty to explain the original 
doctrine in the manner: that may moft forcibly confolidate the 
power and promote the intereft of his order. In the tranfmigra- 
tion of ‘the foul into different bodies, confifts the various grada- 
fions of reward and punifhment amongft the Himdoes. Conform- 
ably. to their actions, they are tranfpofed. mito fuch bodies, whether 
of the human or brute fpecies, as their conduct, whilft they occu- 
pied their former tenements, may have merited. They. do.not' ad- 
mit of eternal punifhments, and fhudder at the idea of a belief fo. 
difconfonant tothe opinion. which they. have formed of the Supreme 
Ev1 dupofitions, they fay, are chaftifed by a confindmeatiin 
tlie Bodies of thofe animals, whom they: rhoft refemble in their ‘na< 
ture,’ and are conftraihed to occupy them, till therr victs are either 
eradicated, or {ufficeently qualified to déferve the: pofleffioh of fupe- 
rior forms.. “The. good aétions of man, the Hindoo law-giver has 
wtitten, Will be rewarded by his admiffion into thofe bodies which 
enjoy the titmoft human happinefs ; as. that which the magiftrate 
feels dn. the juft and. merciful execution of the truft which has. 
been. cammitted.to him ; or that high :fenfe of pleafure which the 
man of humanity participates, when he has alleviated the diftreffes 
of the unfortunate, or otherwife promoted the welfare of mankind. 


“~ 


—After a certain feries of tranfmigration rendered acceptable to: 
the 


FORSTER’S  FRAVELS: 43 


 ] 
the Deity by a_purfuit'of virtue, and when his foul fhall be com- 
pletely purified from the taints of evil, the Hindoo is admitted to 
a participation of-the radiant and never-ceafing glory of his firft 
caufe.* The foul’s receiving this act of blifs, is defcribed by com- 
pare it to a ray of ight, attracted ‘by the grand powers of the 
fun, to which it fhoots with-an immenfe mn and is there ab- 
forbed in the blaze of {plendor. 
- Wem Durm Rajah officiates in the fame capacity amongft the 
Hindoes, as Minos did -in the infernal regions of the ancients. 
All fouls liberated from the body, are fuppofed te appear at the 
tribunal of Yum Durm, where their former actions are proclaimed 
aloud, and-examined bythis judge, who paffes an immediate fen- 
tence. Should the difpofition of a man, have been fo flagitioufly 
depraved, ‘as ‘tobe judged unworthy, even of an introduction intd 
the body of the vile animal, fach: coporat punifhimient is im- 
pod on him, as may: be thought adequate to his crimes § 3 "and the 
foul is afterwards placed in fome fuitable ftation on. ‘earth. “Accors 
ding to the rdligrous tradition of the Hindoos. Sree Mui’ Narrain, 
fince the creation of ‘the world, “has! at nine different periods af- 
fumed ‘incamated forms, either for the purpofe of eradicating fome 
terreftrial evil;{ or chaftifing the fins of mankind." The Hin- 


® The unionof thelhumanvfeul with the divine etherial_fabftance of’ the univerfé, 
is the ancient doctrine of Pythagoras and Plato ; but it feems to exqlsde ahy pevfona 
or con{cious immortality. See Gibbon’s Hiftory, volume 4th, p. 202, ina note. 

+ According to the Hindoo tradition, :a ‘tenth. incarnation of the Deity is yet 
expe&ed. 
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doos worfhip 2 fecondary fpecies of deity, which they wildly multi- 
ply to the number of thirty-three crores,* who in their different . 
functions, are defigned to reprefent the numberlefs attributes. of 
the Supreme Deity.: 

From the crowd of images which the Bramin has placed ia 
_ the temples of the Hindoos, they have been branded with the ap- 
pellation of idolaters. When this mode of offering fupplications 
or thanfgiving ta the Supreme Being is difpaflionately examined, it 
will be feen, that a perfonification of the attributes of the Deity is 
not unfitly adapted to the general comprehenfion, Thofe (and they 
compofe a great portion of the people) who. are not endowed with 
the ability of reading the praife of God, can with facility conceive 
a certain idea of his greatnefs, in contemplating a figure, fculp- 
tured with many heads and with many hands, adorned with every 
fymbol of human power, and beheld by all claffes of men with un- 
feigned reverence.. .The origin of emblematical figures has long 
preceded the ufe of letters. We find in the Spanzfh records, that 
intelligence of the firft arrival of the Europeans. on the coaft of 
Mexico, was defcribed to Montezuma by figures painted on cotton 
cloth. In a rude fociety, it was evidently a more eafy operation to 
convey an, idea through the medium of a figure cut in wood os 
moulded in clay, than to invent an alphabet, and out of it compofe 
a.regulated. aflemblage of mene — for the formation of a 
written language. | | | 

* A crore is ahundred lacks, 

' Tae 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 45 


Taz immenfe group of Hindoo gods enjoy immortality, with 
which they are gifted by drinking a water called Amrut, a mytho- 
logical beverage, bearing fome analogy to the neétar of Homer's 
Deities.: In the mythology of the Hindoos is found an elegant 
defcription of nine goddeffes, refembling, in a certain degree, the 
mufes of the ancients, in the nature of their occupations. There 
is ‘alfo moft picturefquely delineated, the god of love, who has a 
variety of epithets, all fignificant of the unbounded fway which he 
poffeffes over the hearts of men. His common names are Kaum 
and Mudden, and he is reprefented as a pleafing youth, armed 
with a bow of fugar cane, ftrung with the ftings of bees ; and five 
- arrows, denoting the five fenfes, each of which is baited with dif- 
ferent qualities of the poifon of love. A picture was found at 
Tanjore, when the fort was captured* riding on a elephant, 
whofe form was compofed of the figures of feven young women, 
entwined together in fo ingenious and whimfical a manner, as 
to exhibit an exact fhape of that bulky animal. In the Befs-+ 
Eifhwer Pagoda at Benares, is feen a ftone figure, well executed, 
of the god of the fun fitting in a chariot, and driving a horfe — 
with twelve heads, an evident allufian to the divifions of the 
ecliptic. 


* It is alfo faid to reprefent Kifhin, an incarnated form of the Deity. 

+ An abreviated compound of Vyftnow, or Bifhen and Eifhwer. In this temple, 
which is dedicated to thefe two Deities in conjungtion, the ores of both offer up 
their prayers. 


With 
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WITHOUT putting etymology to the torture, or moulding to 
the fhape of his fyftem the deceitful aids af chronology, the care: 
ful oblerver might be enabled to trace fome parts of the religions 
worfhip of the Hindoos inte Egypt. He would difcover the facred 
Bull or Cow of Sheva, placed high in the holy legends of the Coptis:; 
and he would fee the fnake, one-of the myfterious affociates of Sree 
Man Nartrain, devoutly revered by that nation, as the hieroglyphie 
‘of wifdom and longevity. It would appear that the onion, men- 
tioned by hiftorians to be held in fuch profound veneration amongft 
the Egyptians, is no lefs marked with reverence in Hindoftan ; 
where, though the ufe of a vegetable diet is ‘ftrongly imculcated, 
and with not a very large deviation, ufually adopted, the onion ts 
forbidden to many of the fects; and in the ‘upper part of India, 
when an oath, on which a matter of impertance-depends, is -ad- 
miniftered, the Bramin frequently introluces the = oneal to render 
the ceremony more facred. | 

In comparing the ‘réligious worfhip ef the Hindees with that 
of ‘the ‘ancients, ‘the ‘fanctions of fome of the Deities eppear con- 
{picudufly uniform ; and ®eére it poffible to procure a defcription 
‘of the occupations and vatious powers df the Hindoo fubaltern 
gods, it might be found, that the group of the weftern pantheon 
had been felected from the divine affembly of Brimha. The © 
Egyptians and the Greeks, in their‘commerce with India, through 
the channel of the Red Sea, have left, I have been fometimes in- 
duced to believe, tokens behind them of their connection with the 

 Hindoos. 
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Hindoos, In the collection of a gentleman at Benares are feveral 
valuable antiques, which were purchafed by the merchants of that 
city: one of which, reprefenting a matron, is cut in a manner 
bearing every mark of Grecian {kill ; and another exhibited Cleo- 
patra in the act of being bitten by the afp. The fame gentleman 
had in his poffeffion a Medufa’s head, on an emerald, found alfo 
at Benares, which being fent to England, was unrefervedly ac~ 
knowledged to be the work of a Grecian or Roman. matter, Some 
years ago, a high finifhed Camaieu was procured at Guzerat, 
whereon Hercules flaying the Nemean lion, was executed with 
much tafte and fpirit, Thefe circumftances are adduced to fup- 
port a conjecture, that, during the intercourfe which exifted be- 
tween the natives of Egypt and India, the former might have in- 
troduced mto their country, with fome of the rare and luxurious 
products of Hindooftan, certain tenets and ceremonies of Hindoo 
mythology,,, In endeavouring to point out the track of thefe an- 
tiques, it is to be noticed, thar they might have found a way into 
India in the cabinets of the Mahometans, who in the more early 
period of their: empire, were little lefs enthufiaftic in the admira- 
tion of Grecian productions and literature, than the Romans. 
And it is a faét in need of no illoftration, that the revival of 
letters and the arts, after the Roman world’had been immerfed 
ineGothic ruin, received a powerful aid from the a of the 
Khali iphat. 

My knowledge of aftronomy is fo confined, that J am almoft 
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incapacitated from defcribing the attainment of the Bramins in 
that fcience, long before the zra in which it flourifhed in the 
eaftern world. The zodiac, with its twelve figns, is well known 
to the Hindoos, and they have beftowed on the feven days of the 
week, which commences with funday, the names of the planets. 
The folar year * of the Hindoos, which is arranged in fix feafons, 
confifts of twelve months, containing three hundred and fixty-five 
days ; and once in-the term of four years an additional day is an- 
nexed for the completion of the earth’s precife revolutions round 
the fun. Commercial tranfactions and writings of cortefpondence 
are dated amongft the Hindoos according to the lunar, or Lumbut 
year, which commences about the period of the vernal’ equinox: 
The month is calculated from the full moon, and:is divided into 
thirty equal parts. Thofe comprehending the moon’s encreafe 
are termed Bood, and the portion of its wane, Bole, or Bood: 
On the third year of the Lumbut, an extraordinary month is al- 
tercalated, for the inclufion of the time required in equalizing thé 
lunar and folar fyftems. The Joaguels are divided into eycles of 
twelve and fixty years, each of which is diftingutfhed by its pecu- 


@ The folar, or as it is denominated by the Hindoos, the Lunkrant year, begins on 
the roth or 11th of April, and its months are compofed occafionally of 29, 30, 31, and 
32 days. ‘The common epocha of Hindooftan was eftablifhed by the Rajah Vickerum 
Mhaje&, and founded 57 years before the year of Chrift. Some Hindoo nations come 
pute their time from other periods, as in Bengal; but their hiftorical writings are 
generally adapted to the year of Vickerum Mhaject; who was muck celebrated in 
Hindooftan, for his magnificence, and liberal protection of men of genius. 
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liar denomination.* The obfervatory at Benares, though rude in 
its ftructure, and containing inftruments-fuitably coarfe, proves 
notwithftanding, that the Hindoos poffefs the knowledge of afcer- 
taining the motions of the heavenly. bodies. Could accefs be ob- 
tained to fuch records of the Hindoos as are divefted of that re- 
dundancy of fable with which their priefts have fo copioufly inter- 
woven them, it would not be prefumptuous to fuppofe, that we 
would difcover they had been, in the more early ages of the world, 
one of the moft enlightened and powerful nations that inhabited 
_ the earth. 

Tue empire of the Hindoos, as related j in many of their hif- 
torical tracts, confifted of fifty-fix feparate principalities, ulti- 
mately governed by one prince, whofe kingdom extended from the 
fouthern limits of Tartary to the ifland of Ceylon, and from the 
confines of Affam and Arracan to the river Indus. This extenfive 
fpace was inhabited by a people who were divided into four dif- 
tinct tribes, each exercifing different functions, but all uniting in 
their various branches to promote the general good. It abounded 
in fair and opulent cities, which, were decorated with magnificent 


* The Hindoos, I believe, commonly clafs their time in cycles of fixty years, though 
that of twelve is alfo well known to them. Amongft fome articles of plunder, cap- 
tured by the Company’s troops in a Bantan Fort, was found, with other objects of the 
Higdoo worfhip, an image of the Mhah Deve, and a printed reprefentation of the figures 
defcribing the Tartar cycle, which is compofed of 12 years. This figurative mode of 
marking time, which has prevailed from high antiquity in Japan, China, Siam, and 
through the vaft regions of Tartary, is at this day obferved in the Turkish Empire. 
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temples for the worfhip of the gods ; and with fumptuous man- 
fions; gardens, and fountains, for the pleafure and the accommo- 
dation of the inhabitants. Uleful and elegant artifans, fkilled in 
raifing ftuperidous buildings, in fabricating gold, filver, and the 
moft delicate cotton cloths, and in the curious workmanthip of 
precious ftones and metals, all found encouragement in the exer- 
cife of their profeffions.* Salutary ordinances directed the Hin- 
doos in the. punifhment of crimes and the fecurity of property ; 
and when fome glaring indulgencies in favour of the facred tribe 
are excepted, we muft yield an unreferved approbation to the juf- 
tice and wifdom of their laws. The traveller was enabied to jour- 
ney through this -extenfive empire, with an eale and fafety, un- 
known in. other countries. The public roads were fhaded with 
trees; and frequent habitations, accommodated with a pond or 
well, were founded for the conveniency .of the paffenger; and 
Should he have been pillaged in any part of the country, the diftri@ 
in which the damage had been fuftained, was obliged to make 
teftitution —When this empire, its polifhed people, and the pro- 
grefs which fcience had made amongft them, are attentively confi- — 


dered ; when, at the fame period, a retrofpective view is thrown on 


~ 


* This deftription may be judged chimerical and extravagant by thofe who have 
hot witneffed the conftrution of the ancient Hindoo monuments, or examined the hif- 
tory of their empire when it firft belonged to the Mahometans. Thefe foldiers are re- 
prefented to have been fafcinated by the difplay of its grandeur, and to have ftood 
amazed at the treafures that were difclefed. Vide Dow’s Relation of the Plunder of 
the Samnaut Temple. : | | 

the 
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the ftates. of the European world, then immerfed in, or emerging 
from, ignorance and’ barbarity, we muft behold Hindoftan. with 
wonder and refpect ; and we may affert without forfeiting the 
clams of truth and moderation, that however. far the European 
world now out-ftrips the nations of the Eaft, the followers of 
Brimha in the early periads of life, were poflefied of a fund amply 
ftored with valuable materials of philofophy and ufful knowledge, 
The humane mjad will naturally feel a {enfe of forrow and pity, 
for a people, who have fallen’ from fo confpicuous a height of glory 
and fortune, and who probably have contributed to polifh and exalt 
the nations, who now hold them in, fubjeCtion. bes 

To form an accurate judgment of the genius of the Hindoos, 
or to defcride the limit to which they extended art and {cience, it 
were requifite, could the neceffary materials be procared, to exhibit 
the condition of their empire, hefore.it had felt the fevere and vic, 
torious arms of the Mahometans.— A partial and degrading rela~ 
tion would be madg¢ of the Hindoos, were a defeription of theis - 
laws, government, and manner, taken from the. appearance they 
make at this day in the eye of ‘the world.' Hindoftay, was oyer- 
thrown by a fierce. race of men, who in their rapid courfe of cons 
queft, exerted the mo furious efforts in levelling every monument 
of worfhip: and tafte. They maffacred’ the priefts and plundered 
the temples, with a- keennefs and ferogity; in which their fief 
chiefs might have gioried. A: people thus crufhed, groaning un~- 
der the load of opprefflion, and difmayed. at the fight of inceffant 
G 2 cruelties, 
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‘cruelties, muft foon have loft the {pirit of fcience, and the exertion 
of genius: efpecially as the fine arts were fo blended with their 
fyftem of religion, that the perfecution of the one,. muft have fhed 
a baneful influence on the exiftence of the other. ‘To decide on, 
or affix, the character of the Hindoo, from the point of view in 
which he is now beheld, would, in a large degree, be fimilar to — 
the attempt of conveying an exact idea of ancient Greece, from the 
materials now prefented by that wretched country. The difquifi- 
tion of the man of philanthrophy, liberated from the fetters of 
prejudice, will be far different :—he will enjoy congenial pleafure; 
in difpelling the fhade of ob{curity, which hath long enveluped the 
hiftory of the Hindoo :—he will endeavour to carry it back to-that 
zera of grandeur, which his country enjoyed in her day of profpe-~ 
rity, and there hold him out to the information of mankind ;, the ge- 
nerality of whom, whether from motives of contempt, or habits of 
indolence, have yet acquired but a trivial and incorrect knowledge 
of this ancient people. It will then be feen, that the genius of 
the Hindoos was happily led on; and that their bent of difpofition 
was aptly regulated and attempered by the rules eftablifhed for the 
performance of their feveral profeffions, A precifion which re- 
pelled the encroachments of error or defign, prefcribed to them 
their refpective duties in the ftate, and in fociety, and wholly pre- 
cluded any other fect from infringing on the privileges. of another. 
The Bramin was invefted with the uncontrolled guardianfhip of 
religion ; he became the perpetual medium, through which the in- 

ferior 
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ferior clafies addreffed their god: he was alfo the fole depofitary 
and inftructor of {cience, and to his care and ability was intrufted 
the education of youth. The importance of thefe offices muft 
have given to the Bramin great fway in a community where a. 
knowledge of religious worthip, from its complex variety, be- 
comes a tafk of arduous labour; and where, at the fame time, a 
performance of the rites of his religion, is deemed an obligation. 
indifpeniably incumbent on the Hindoo, in his acquifition of fu- 
ture happinefs. Thefe employments were judged of fufficient mag- 
nitude to occupy the'whole attention of the Bramin, and he was 
ftrictly interdicted from all temporal affairs. The authority of ex- 
ercifing the functions of royalty, feems to have devolved without 
referve on the Chittery or Rajah, and his poffeffions were held here- 
ditary in the line of legitimate male primogeniture. The youngeft 
branch of this race were employed in the army, and entrufted 
with the charge of the forts and ftrong holds of the country. 
Fhe occupation of a merchant, with the tranfactions of traffic, 
was committed to the Bhyfe, or Banian, and it was declared 
unlawful for the other tribes to engage in commerce, The huf- 
bandman, the artifan, the private foldier, and the labourer, 
compofe the Looder, or the fourth caft of Hindoo; and each of 
thefe refpeCtive profeflions was exclufively purfued. Thus, dif- 
tinctly arranged, and on the fevereft penalties prohibited from ex- 
traneous mixture, or the admiflion of profelytes, the Hindoo go- 
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vernment acquired an uniformity and vigour, the natura} — 
of its principles.* 

WERE an analogy sicetiioiis between the mythelogy of the 
Hindoogs and Egyptians, perceptible traces of whieh are occafion- 
ally prefented, it might thea become a matter of doubt which peo- 
ple, for the greateft {pace of time have been the maft polifhed and 
enlightened. From the examples which have. been. brought for 
ward for the explanation of fome of the moft confpicuous parts of 
the mythology of the Hindaos, and to demonftrate the probable 
antiquity of that nation, it may feem, that I favour the belief of 
Egypt's having reeeived a portion of her ftock of fcience and reli- 
gion from India. With a deference ta popular opinion, and dif 
claiming all fabrication of fyftem, I muft avow an inclimation ta 
this opinion. Qne fact amongft fome others, afforded me a fair 
proof of the high antiquity of the Hindoos, as a civilized nation, 
and marks a {trong difapprobation of a foreign intercourfe. 

Tuey are forbidden to crofs the river Attoc, the name of 
which, in certain dialects of their language, fignifies prohibition ; 
and fhould they pafs this boundary, they are held unclean, and in 


* Many of the fences that marked the limits of the refpective tribes, are now 
broken down. The Bramins of the Decan and Punjal, have taken up the fword, 
and are feen crowding the ranks of an army ; the Chittery occafionally takes himfelf 
to traffic, and the Sooder has become the inheritor of principalities, Mararow, the 
gallant Mahrattah officer and chief of Ghooty, was of the fourth caft of Hindoos. 
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the ftri€t fenfe of religious law, forfeit their rank in the tribes they 
may be claffed in. They were alfo, either forbidden from embark- 
ing on the ocean, or they were deterred from undertaking marine 
expeditions, by the difficulties incurred in procuring at fea, the 
requifite diet fora Hmdoo. The probability therefore is not ap- 
parent, that any part of a people, fenced in by this reftriction, 
and who were fo proudly centered in themfelves, as to reject with 
abhorrence, the admiffion of profelyes, would have emigrated into 
a diftant country, and brought from thence a fyftem of religious 
worfhip ; nor does any probable tradition authorife the belief of 
an Egyptian colony having been eftablifhed in India. The capa- 
cious {pace which Hindoftan occupies on the face of the globe, 
the advantages it derives from foil and climate, and from its nu- 
"merous rivers, fome of them of the firft clafs of magnitude, may 
be adduced as reafonable arguments of its having been peopled at 
a more early period of time than Egypt, which ‘does not poffefs 
the like local benefits. If the degree of perfection which manu- 
faGtures have attained, be received as a criterion to judge of the 
progrefs of civilization, and if it be alfo admitted as a telt of decid- 
mg on the antiquity of a people, who adopt no foreign improves | 
ments, little hefitation would occur, in beftowing the palm of pre- 
cedence on Hindoftan, whofe fabrics of the moft delicate and beau- 
tiful contexture, have been long held in admiration, and have hi- 
therto: ftood: unrivalled. Let me conclude this comparative view, 
with obferving, and I truft difpaffionately, that when we fee a 
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people poffeffed of an ample ftock of {cience of well digefted ordi- 
nances, for the protection and improvement of fociety—and of a 
religion whofe tenets confift of the utmoft refinement, and variety 
of ceremony—and, at the fame time, obferve amongft other Afi- 
atic nations, and the Egyptians of former times, but partial dif- 
tributions of knowledge, law, and religion—we muft be led to 
entertain a fuppofition, that the proprietors of the leffer, have 
been fupplied from the fources of the greater fund. Thefe re- 
flections which have been furnifhed by experience and various in- 
formation, will perhaps afford more fatisfaction, than the laboured 
and perplexed proofs of dates and etymology, which are often 
framed, as they moft commodioufly accord with fome favourite 
hypothefis. 

AmonGsT the Hindoos, marriage,* when it can be performed 
with any degree of conveniency, is deemed an indifpenfable duty, 
and it is believed, that propagating the f{pecies in that ftate, enti- 
tles parents to fingular marks of the divine favour. They fhew 
a difapprobation of celibacy by many marks of opprobium and 
{corn ; and I have frequently obferved, that when a Hindoo, from 
queftion, or other caufes, has been brought to the affirmation of 


® This word, ufed in the Sanfcrit language, is often termed Callian, which figni- 
fies pleafure. The Hindoos, in common ufage, have but one wife, and when this rule 
is deviated from, it is confidered a fpecies of indecency. There is a fet, though not 
numerous, of mendicants, called Joguees, or Byraghees, who live in a ftate of ce- 
libacy. ; 
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his fingle ftate, he has appeared difconcerted and afhamed, and im- 
mediately attributed his folitary condition to ill fortune, or fome 
domeftic inconveniency. It is to this inftitution, which is ftrongly 
recommended, and, I may fay, even enforced, that the generally: 
extenfive population’ of Hindoftan, and its fpeedy recovery from 
the calamities of war and famine, may be largely afcribed. The 
entire fyftem of domeftic ordinance and ceconomy of the Hindoos, 
1s founded on a firm, yet, fimple bafis ; from which anfe effects, 
happy in themfelves, and powerfully operative in uniting the bonds 
of fociety. By the ancient laws of the country, the wife depends 
for the enjoyment of every pleafure, as well as for moft of the or- 
dinary accommodations of life, on the immediate exiftence of her 
hufband ; and it becomes her invariable intereft to preferve his 
health, as much of her happinefs is centered in his living to an old 
age. On the demife of the hufband, the wife virtually devolves 
into a caput mortuum; fhe is not permitted to marry again, fhe 
is deprived of all confequence in the family, and divefted of the 
marks of ornament and: diftinétion. There are certain reli- 
gious ceremonies not. lawful for her to perform, and in fome in- © 
ftances, fhe is held unclean ; but on all occafions, after the huf- 
band’s death, the widow 1s claffed in the houfe as a flave or a mew 
nial fervant. But this ufage has not fo generally prevailed in latter 
times. The wives of the deceafed Hindoos have moderated that 
fpirit of enthufiattic pride, or impulfe of affection, which was ufed 
to urge them to felf-deftru¢tion on. the pile of their hufbands, 

Vou. I. H Their 
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Their grief can now be affuaged, and their religious duties recon- 
ciled, by a participation of domeftic comforts ; and many ‘of the 
Hindoo widows, efpecially in the Marhattah country, have ac- 
quired by their ability, their wealth, connection, or intrigue, ‘the 
poffeffion of extenfive power and influence. Amongft the fuperior 
tribes of the Hindoos, where the fenfe of honor or fhame, 1s more ~ 
delicately preferved, rather than fuffer a degradation, by which fe- 
male attractions are extinguifhed, and the pride and {pirit of the 
fex depreffed, the women are impelled by a furious courage, foftened 
by the term of matrimonial affection, to terminate the mifery of 
their condition in death. According to a paflage of the Shafter of 
the Hindoos, which I examined by the help of an interpreter, it is 
fpecifically ordained, that a wife ought to burn herfelf at. her huf- 
band’s death.; fhould fhe not poffefs the refolution of fuftaining 
this trial, fhe is directed to make a pilgrimage to fome of the facred 
places of Hindoo ablution, as Benares, Allahabad, Ghyah, &c. 
and there, appropriating her property to charitable ufes, offer up 
_a facrifice of her hair to the memory of her hufband. She is not 
to decorate her perfon with jewels, with gold, filver, or any female 
ornament : fhe is not to ufe perfumes, nor eat flefh, fifh, or butter ; 
but to live on plain barley or wheaten bread, and eat but once in a 
day. Her time is to be employed in the conftant worfhip of God, 
and the purification of her mind, from anger, malice, and avarice ; 
and fhe is to withdraw herfelf from all the concerns of the world. 
If her life is paffed in thef atts fhe is promifed after death to enter 

heaven, 
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heaven, without foffering intermediate purgation. In addition to 
the dread of fo degraded a ftate of mortifieation, the widow on the 
other fide is told by the Bramins, that the performancé of the ac 
of felf-deftruction will entitle her.to an ample participation of ex- 
quifite future joys, ahd will enfure to her progeny the pre-eminent 
favor of the Deity. Though the iflue of fuch a refolution forcibly 
affects thofe feclings of humanity cherifhed amongft European na- 
tions, yet as the ufage appears to originate in a caufe tending to 
ftrengthen domeftic policy, it ought not to be haftily eondemned, 
or imputed altogether to the dictates of cruelty or injuftice. 

Conformably to the ftafe of fubordination in whieh Hindoo 

_ woment are placed, it has been judged expedient to debar them the 
ufe of letters. The Hindoos. hold the invariable language, that 
acquired accomplifhments are not neceflary to the domeftie elaffes 
of the fenvate fex, whether for contributing to her individual hap- 
pinefs, or preferving the decorwia of charaéter, and fimplicity of 
manuers, whicl alione rerider her ufeful or amiable, in the effimay 
tiow of ber family. TFhey urge that a knowledge of Hterature 
would: conduce to daw a woman from her houfehold: cares, and 
give a difrelifh to thofe offices, in which confift the only fatisfaction 
and amufement that fhe can, with propriety, and an obfervance of 
rectitude, partake of; and fuch is the farce of cuftom, that a Hin- 
doo woman would ‘incur a fevere reproach, were it known that fhe 
could read or write. The Hindoo dancing girls, whofe occupations 
are avowedly devoted to the public pleafure, are, on the contrary 
| H 2 | | - taught 
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taught the ufe of letters, and are minutely inftructed in the knows 
ledge of every attraction and blandifhment, which can operate in 
communicating the fenfual pleafure of love. Thefe women are 
not obliged to feek fhelter in private haunts, nor are they, on ac~ 
count of their profeffional conduct, marked with opprobrious 
ftigma. They compofe a particular clafs of fociety, and enjoy the 
avowed protection of government, for which they are affefled ac- 
cording to their feveral capacities. No religious ceremony or fef- 
tival is thought to be completely performed, with, the accompany- 
ment of dancing women. They ufually attend on a certain day of 
the week,, at the court of the prince or governor of the diftrict, ei- 
ther to make an obeifance, or exhibit a profeffional entertainment ; 
and in fome of the provinces, they are endowed with grants of the 
public lands.* 

An Hindoo family is governed with efficient power by the 
male fenior member, to whom the other branches fhew an atten- 
tive re{pect, and in domeftic life a ready fubmiffion. A fon will 
Not fit in the prefence of his father without exprefs defire, and in 
his deportment and converfation, obferves to him a dutiful, as well 


* The Hindoo dancing-women are here only alluded to, and: thofe particularly who 
afift .which is a numerous clafs) at the ceremonies of worfhip. As they receive a 
maintenance from the revenue of the pagoda, or from. private perfons, they are not dri- 
ven by neceffity into a promifcuous intercourfe with the world. But it is to be obfer 
ved, that thofe who do not receive any permament ftipend, are little lefs diffolute and 
abandoned in their habits of life, than a female of fimilar defcription in European 
countries. 


as 
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as affe€tionate, behaviour. In the courfe of a long refidence in In- 
dia, and rather a clofe inveftigation of Hindoo cuftoms and man- 
ners, I never difcovered what our language has termed a free think- 
er.* The moft celebrated characters amongft the Hindoos, and 
their men of the world, as Scindia, Nanah Purnawees,+ and the 
Bhohulla, believe the tenets of the doctrine of Brimha with as 
much fincerity, and practice the minuteft ceremony with as much 
{crupulous attention, as the fimpleft or moft bigotted DARN | in 
the country. 

| I am, Dear Sir, ; 
- Yours, &c, &c. 


® There are fome {chifmatic fe&ts found amongft the Hindoos, and even claffes of 
that people, who reject the authority of the Baids, and the whole conftruction of Bra- 
min mythology; but however pure the original mode of their worfhip might have 
been, it is now grofsly entangled with ceremony and emblem. The moft confiderable 
branch of thefe fectaries is denominated Pooje ; who have beftowed on the obje& of 
their adoration, the title Paurufs Naut, which in the Sanfcrit may be termed the lord of 
the alchymical philofopher’s ftone. 

+ Mbarattah chiefs of eminence. 
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LETTER II. 


Benares, 30th November, 1782. 
MY DEAR SIR, | 


On the 3d of this month, I made an ex: 
curfion to Bidgi-ghur,* a place rendered famous in the Bengal an- 
nals, from a large amount of plunder acquired there by the Eng~ 
lifh troops. On the firft day, I arrived at Lutteef-ghur, about 18 
miles to the fouthweft of Befnares. The fort was entirely deferted, 
and the paflage approaching to it is almoft choaked up by brufh- 
wood, and the projected branches of trees. Lutteef-ghur ftands 
in. the centre of a circular range of hills, from the fummit of 
which, a thick, and in moft places a high wood, reaches to the 
walls of the fort. ‘The air of this {pot being deprived of a quick 
circulation, has acquired a malignant quality, and communicates 
its pernicious influence to all animal Bodies. It is in thefe fitua- 
tions, where as it 1s termed, the hill fever is produced :—a difeafe, 


which pervading every part of the animal ceconomy, contaminates 


* Bidgi and Idgi, according to the mythology of the Hindoos, keep watch at the 
gate of Paradife ; Ghur, in the Hindoo, is a fortrefs or ftrong hold. 


the 
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the whole mafs of blood, and will only yield to the power of mer- 
cury. The water alfo in fuch places partakes of the like baneful 
property :—it fhould feem that the air infufes into this element, a 
certain portion of that peftiferous quality, with which the climate 
of woody and confined countries in India is ever pregnant. The 
falling of the branches and leaves into rivulets and _ refervoirs 
of water, may likewife increafe the noxious effect. Having fre- 
guently witneffed the 111 effects of a confined air, I am the more 
emboldened to hazard thefe conjectures ; which I will clofe with 
noticing to you, that wherever I have obferved an impurity of air 
the water has been equally pernicious. | 
At the gate of the fort, had taken up his lonely refidence, a 
Mahometan Faquir, who bore on him, poor man! evident proofs 
of the deftructive climate of Lutteef-ghur ;— he was meagre, wan, 
and nearly confumed by the violence of a fever and ague. When I 
defired him to leave fo melancholy a ftation, and go where he might 
recover his health, he fhewed little attention to the advice, and 
prefered, he faid, an exiftence in this place, under a load of mifery 
and the precarious charity of paffengers, to the rifk of ftarving in’ 
places where he might be wholly unknown. 
On the 4th, after a Journey of about twenty miles, I arrived 
near the foot of Bidgi-ghur hill, where I flept, and in the morning 
walked up to the fort, which is a circumvallation of the crown of 
a rocky hiil, meafuring from the immediate baie to the fummit, a 
little more perhaps than two miles. 
| THE 
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Tue artificial fortification is neither ftrong, nor is it compofed 
of fubftantial materials, as is feen by a fiffure of the wall, caufed 
by the rains of the laft year, and alfo by a breach that was made 
during the fiege ; which fhew that the wall is chiefly compofed of 
rough ftones cemented with clay. This ftrong hold owes its im- 
portance folely to its height and fteepnefs; and had it been de- 
fended with a common fhare of conduct and fpirit, the capture 
would have been attended with much difficulty and bloodfhed. It 
has been faid indeed, that exclufively of the hazardous attempt of 
taking Bidgi-ghur by ftorm, the greater part of the troops would 
have been deftroyed by fevers, had they remained in that quarter a 
month longer. ‘Three deep refervoirs, excavated on the top of the 
hill, plentifully fupply the garrifon with water. Some of the 
baftions on the eaftern fide are fupported by branches of the rock, 
which projecting horizontally eight or ten feet from the fummit, 
holds out in the air a folid foundation. The profpeét around is 
diverfified and picturefque, but when you throw the eye on the deep 
and rugged precipice beneath, the view is infinitely grand, though 
not divefted of that horror, which naturally affects the mind in 
contemplating objects from fo abrupt a height. The rifing and 
fetting fun at Bidgi-ghur exhibits a magnificent {cene, and excites 
a train of ideas ftrongly impreffed with a grateful admiration of 
the firft caufe of nature. The view of the fetting fun takes in the 
river Soane, which is feen winding its f{tream, brightened by the 
rays of the weftern light, through a long tract of diverfified coun- 


try. 
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try.-~A ifort: alfo; appears on the fide of a diftant hil}, sahish j is 
jonly brought into: the evening prefpectt.2 6 id 

Tue village of Mow, fituate at the -hattomh of the defcent, | 
which before the capture of Bidgi-ghur was well peopled, and 
pofiefied a confideyable commerce, is now deferted and in ruins. 
This xillage,’ whole lofs is feverely felt in many parts of the coun- 
try, afforded the only mart on that quarter for fupplying the 
_wants of the bordering mountaineers, who reforted thither, and 
bartered their wares for the produce of the low lands. Since the 
depopulation of Mow this commercial communication has ceafed, 
and-the Benares traders maintain little connection with the inha- 
bitants of the hills, who are a hardy active race of: men, and were 
they encouraged like thofe of Bauglepore to enter into our fervice, 
an ufeful body of foldiers might be acquired. They are not, it 
is faid, fubject to that f{pecies of fever incident to a hilly country, 
which has operated fo fatally on the health of our troops; nor 
do they entertain thofe prejudices in their mode of living which 
affect the higher ranks of the Hindoos, and which have been 
fourid to embarrafs military operations. An introduction alfo of 
a foreign clafs of men into the army, might be conducive by its 
counterpoife, to the enfuring the fidelity of the whole body of 
Native troops. 

BuLwanT Sing, through a channel of_intrigue and direct 
difhonefty, qualities he notorioufly poffeffed, feized on Bidgi-ghur, 
which he ftrengthened and made the principal repofitory of his 

Vor. I I wealth ; 
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wealth ; and Cheyt Sing,* who augmented the works and inereafetl 
the treafures, conftructed .a ftrong bridge of ftone over a fmall 
river that fkirts the bottom of the hill. Ba 


E am, Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. &c, 


® The Son of Bulwant Sing, and aow a fugitive in she Camp of Svindia, 


- | -LET- 
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LETTER UV. 


, Ts T. D. F. .  Allababad, 172%b Dec. 1782,. 
.-MY DEAR SIR, cee 


et i Tue want of a fubject to inform or amufe 
you, was the only caufe of my not. fooner acknowledging your 
long and very :kind ietter. You may with confidence believe, that 
a forgetfulnefs of the many offices of frendthip which I have ex- 
perienced at your hands, will never be clafied in the roll of my 
offerases, ‘which, Gad knows, already 13 tao long aone! and trum 
me. when I fay, that I hold the cennection which has f long 

fubfifted between us, as the chiefeft hoaor and credit of my life. 
_ 1.4m now to.inform you, that having refolved on proceeding ta 
Europe bya northern tract, I -aflumed the name of 9 Georgian, for 
the fake of travellmg with more fafety, and left Bepares on the 
z2th of this month, mounted ppenjafmall horf. After a journey 
of fonr days,-or forty coffee; m which no particular ocqurmencg 
fell out, I arrived at Allahabad. About mid-way commences the 
territery af Qaude,. which is immediately diftinguifhed ‘ftom that of 
Benares by its barren and defolate afpect. The fortrefs of Allaha- 
Ta bad, 
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bad, founded by Acbar,* ftands on the point of land which forms 
the confluence of the Ganges and Jumma ;—a fituation beautiful 
as it is commodious ; and in the feafon of the year when the flow 
of water is fpacious and*rapid; exhibits a {cene of uncommon grane 
deur. On one fide, the Ganges is feen rolling down a ftrong and . 
yellow tide, and on the other, the Jumma glides with a clearer 
ftream elofe to the walls of the fort. To this favorite and -facred 
fpot a large affembly of Hindoos refort at.an annual period, -to 
wath away their fins, and obtain permiffion to begin a new {core. 
_ 'Fhefe pilgrims, ‘who are-laid under contributions for participating 
this indulgence, farnifh the yearly fam of abbut‘5¢,000 tufees’ #5 
the Vizier’s' treafury. - The fort’ of Allahabad, which’ is built of 
ftone, occupies: a large fpace of ground, and has'been' amply fap< 
plied: with fuperb and ufeful buildings, ‘whether for promoting thé 
pleafures or conveniences of life.:'Fhe' place entitled the “Ghat 
- Padfhif*is one’of the beft‘Mahomeétar:nlarifions ¥-havé hithertd 
feen ; but the want-of: faitable tenants has oecafioned great difor- 
ders'in it. The infide of its upper room‘is conftrtited df: marble 
of variegated colodis; ‘and neatly adjufted: ? Pron "tits apartinent; 
the lotd of the world;:48 he is entitled By his’ fubjeets, hath 4 difz 
tinct view of twelve ‘different -faits of female apartments ; ;-in the 
front of which, ‘when the mortarth foes tHE esata his beau 

OU GO ino Panes ae ee eee De ge 

* This Emperer commenced’ trie in A.D, % 35565 - Gied in aso. 
+ The Imperial Apartment. . . 
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teous handmaids are arranged in his fight that he may felect the 
favorite of the day. . The imperial choice, or rather edict, (to what 
humiliations do the-laws of Mahomet fubject ye my fair friends !). 
is conveyed te the. fortunate damfel, and full joyoufly doth her 
heart beat, who on the day of review attracts the fancy of her 
lord ;—for the paffion of vanity is faid oftentimes to fupply.in a 
-female—breaft the place of love. I fhould not diflike, my friend, 
to be a Padfhah myfelf, were it not that many of them ‘have had © 
their throats cyt, by their friends, and been compelled to drink very: 
bitter potions 3, finee: ltable to. fach treatment, much: good may 
their fine ladies and othes. fine things do them ! © : 

- In the palace. yard ftands a round pillar of about forty feet 
bich, _confifting ‘of an entire ftone, which coarfely refembles the 
porphyry, and "feems _covered with an infeription,; inf. the ancient 
Hindoo character; but the letters are fo mugh effaced and impair- 
ed by the ravages of time, which, ’ my friend, {pares not-evept mar- 
ble, that they are become illegible. The erection of this monu~ 
ment is attributed to Beemfhyne, whom your Bramin will tell you, 
was in his: day a powerful chief, and one of the principal. warriors 
an the Mhah Bhaut.* But. ‘as a-devout’ believer, you muft not 
repofe too. much, faith on the Bramin’ s account of the zra in which 
this Beemfhyne is faid to have flourifhed ;; for he will tell you that 
our great ‘progenitor was not even heard of in thofe days. The 


* The great war which was carried on by the Paunch-paun-Deve, or the compact 
ef the five Brothers, againft Dur-jodin, See Wilkin’s Gheeta. 
Hy ey | Maho- 
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Mahometans, who as furioufly deftroyed every monument and cu- 
sious veftige not expreffive of their doftrine, as they were a€luated 
by a blind zeal in its propagation and fupport, have endeavoured 
to claim the conftrucHon of this pillar, and over the Hindoo re- 
cord, they have engraved the names of a of their emperors, 
fince the time of Babr.* 

This pillar, which bears the mark of great antiquity, clearly 
evinces that Allahabad was a place of importance long before the 
sera of the Mahometan conqueft of India. We fhould pafs in- 
deed a contemptuous, not to fay an unjuft cenfure, on the under- 
ftanding of the ancient Hindoos, did we fuppofe that they had 
overlooked a fituation, at once fo favourable to the performance of 
their religious duties, and fo happily adapted to the enjoyments of 
. life. Almoft as many cities have been brought forward by mo- 

dern writers to prefer their claims to the Polybertha of Indta, as 
of old, contefted for the birth-plece of Homer. Monfieur d’An- 
ville, the celebrated French geographer, feems to give the palm to 
Allahabad. Strabo has made mention of a grand caufeway, lead~ 
ing from Polybortha into the interior parts ef the country, and as 
fuch ftructures are durable and confpicuous, it is to be fuppofed that 
fome remains of this road would have yet been vifible ; but on a 
careful examination I could not difcover its moft diftant trace. 
A mound of earth appears on the weftern fhore of the Ganges, 


| 


* The firft Emperor of the race of Timur, who fat on the throne of Hindoftan. 
| widen 
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extending, about a mile in a line with the river where it apy 


groackes.the fort, which has been evidently thrown up to prevent — 


the Sream | in the feafons of the floads, from — or injuring 

abe:town. | er es oe 

sa iN: touching op in fubjest of Allahabad, it 18 lcnacthag to no 
taed the tomb of Sultan Khufro. This maufokeum, about a mile 


‘$o.the ealtward of the town, ftands in the. midft of a fpacious 


gprden enclofed with a high wall, and well fupplied with a variety 
Hh. flower and fruit trees, but from want of culture they look 


_ aagged and barren, Being clad.in the Mahometan habit, and 


fetimasing.a defire to offer up. my. peayors at the. royal fhrine, 1 
jvas immediately adautted. The poblic edifices of the Mahome- 


saps. being conftrudted of the wart fpecies of what is teemed the 
Gathic order, they cannot afford much pleafure to the European 


aj, which is row taught to régard only the more fimple and 
Guile proportions of art.* Yet the tomb of Khufro, though 


Aepiprifing few of the rules of architecture, hath in its appear- 
‘ancé Someshing ‘peculiarly pleafing, and diffufes around it an air 
wh. melancholy, congenially fuited to the purpofe of its foun- 
dation. The building is nearly a fquare, raifed from the ground 


hy 32, Jow Aight of fteps, and has a vaulted roof in the form 
of a dome, whofe outfide is covered with tiles of a fine clay, 
ftained with e diverfity of eotours, on which the reflection of 


rv a 


* This opinion does not prefume to include the monuments at Agra, which have 
deferved the warmeft approbation of our celebrated artifts. 


the 
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the fun produces a pleafing effect. No fund being eftablithed 
for fupporting this monument, it cannot long furvive the numerous 
edifices now fcattered in ruins through the environs of -Allahabad. 
Adjoining to the tomb of Khufro, is one of a {maller fize, which 
la mendicant informed me was ere€ted in commemoration of - 
one of the female branches of the imperial family. Some Maho- 
ametan priefts who live in the garden, keep the infide of the maufo- 
teum decently clean, and the different appurtenances are ftill in 
good prefervation, particularly the wooden bier in which the body 
is faid to be depofited.* Obferving a fmall curtain fpread-on the 
mall, I drew it afide, and muft confefs to you that I was impreffed 
with a very fenfible awe, on difcovering the figure of an open hand, 
engraved on black marble: when I adverted t6 the nature of the 
place, and the ufe to which it had been applied, I at firft fuppofed 
that this reprefentation denoted the hand, or the power of the 
Deity ; but a farther recollection informed me, that Mahomed, Ali, 
-Fatima,+. Huffin, and Huffein, were defcribed by this emblem; 
and that in compliance with the Jaw which excludes all works of 
Mculpture and painting from Mahometan worthip, it es been 
covered. 


Tue Allahabad oe ence paid into the royal treafury a re- 


® Sultan Khufro, the eldeft fon of Tehanquir, died A. D. 1622. 


+ Fatima, the daughter of Mahomed, was married to Ali, and had two fons, Hufiin 
and Huffein. | | | 


venue 
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veune of between feventy and cighty lacks of rupees, but fuch is 
the impoverifhed and depopulated ftate of the Vizier’s country, 
that it is at this day reduced to a fourth of that amount: Shaiftah 
Khan, who was appointed by Aurungzebe to govern the provinces 
of Bengal and Bahar after the death of Amir Jumlah,* hath left 
many monuments of his liberality in the vicinity of Allahabad. 
~ On an infulated rock in the Jumna, near the city, and.at a fmall 
difance from the fouth fhore, he built a lofty apartment, which 
is cooled by the refrefhing winds of the river, and commands a dif- 
tant and wildly diverfified view. A Perfian infcription which I 
tranfcribed, fays that Mahomed Shirreef, in the year of the Hegira, 
1055, finifhed this airy feat of pleafure by order of Shaiftah 
Khan.—But from great men and their {plendid works, ‘let me de- 
fcend to more trivial concerns, and to fome account of my private 
adventures, - 

Inp1a, you know, hath ever + been famed for affording conve - 
aient places of accomodation to the traveller, who at the dif- 
tance of eight and ten miles, feldom fails meeting with a public 
lodging, or a refervoir of water, where he niay perform his ablu - 
| tions, and quench his thirft. As the greater part of the inhab - 
tants of India, from a fimplicity of, life, and the ‘clement ftate of 
their climate, have but few fuperfiuous: wants ; a — defence 


* The officer employed by Aurungzebe to orpete Sultan Shujah. 
+ A. D. 1645. 
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againft the fun and rain, a fevall portion of cloathing, with plain 


‘ food, conftitute a large fhare of their real ones. In upper India, 


the ceconomy of Karawan Scrah,* or as it is ufually called the 
Serauce, is conducted by better regulations, and its conveniencies 


‘more fenfible felt, than in the fouthern parts of India. . An in- 


clofed area; the interior fides.of which contain fmall apartments, 
fronting inwards with a principal gate-way, is appropriated in 
every village of note, to the ufe of travellers.+ The ftationary 


tenants of the ferauce,t many of them women, and fome of thera 


very pretty, approach the traveller on his entrance, and in al- 


luring language defcribe to him the various exeellencies of their 


feveral lodgings. When the choice is made, (which is often per- 
plexing, fo many are the inducements thrown out on all fides of 


jim) a bed § is laid out for his repofe—g fmoaking pipe is brought, 


and the utenfils cleaned, for preparing his ae The neceflary 


® Keravanferah.is a Perkee and Arabic compound of Kar, fignifying bufinefs, rewer 
the participle’ of the’ verb rufteen, to go, move, proceed, &c. and of ferab, an habita- 
tion. The Tucktravan,a vehicle vfed by travellers in many parts of Afia, is eompofed 
ef the words, tuck, a feat, or board, and the aforementioned participle. I have vene 
tured to infert thefe etymologies for the ufe of thofe who are not converfant in the 
Perfian Language. . 

+. Shere Shab, who Bove Husain from the ‘drone of Delhi, in 1542, is faid to 
have been the firft Mahometan‘ who eftablifhed -Karavanferahs in India. This fa@, 
alfo recardéd in Dow’s, keiftocy, ia well known among {t:the natives.—=Shere Shah buile 
the fort of Rhotas, and the maufoleum of Safferam. 

{ The ferauces at this day are ufually given in rent. 

§ This piece of furniture, of very fimple conftruction, has low feet, with the fides 
and ‘ends formed of bamboo or common rough wood, and the bottom of laced cords. 
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fum is delivered into the hands generally of a girl, who procures 
the materials, and dreffes his meal in a moft expeditious manner. 
For two domeftics and myfelf, the horfe and his keeper, the whole 
of my dayly expenditure amounted to a fum, which as you will 
not credit, I will not venture to note; and on days when I was in- 
clined to feaft, the addition of two or three pence procured a fump- 
tuous fare, with the accompanyment of a fauce, which-an‘alderman 
over his callipafh might figh for. : 


Adieu, my dear Sir, 
Fam Your's, &c. &e. 


K 2 | LET- 
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LETTER V. 


foI.D.F. . Lucknow, 1f? January, 1783. 
MY DEAR SIR, a | 


M Y laft letter to you written from Allaha- 
bad, contained fome defcription of that place, with a farrago of 
defultory remarks arifing from the moment, and haftily thrown 
together ; but fhould the perufal have given a httle amufement or 
information, I will contentedly facrifice any claims to genius or 
method.—The following gives the detail of my journey from Alla- 
habad to Lucknow, and though containing no matter of any 
fubftance, may afford you half an hour’s relaxation. 

On the 2oth of December,—after attending at the funeral 
ecremony performed in commemoration of Huffin and Huffein, or 
rather of the latter, I left Allahabad, and went no farther that day 


than Beghum* Serauce, a ftation of three coffes.- I will curforily 


* Beghum is the feminine gender of Begh, as Khanum is that of Khan, both titles 
of Tartar extraction : the latter has been often adopted by the female branches of the 
imperial family of Timur. 

+ Two Britifh miles may be given to the average meafurement of a cofs. 
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embrace this occafion of informing you, that Huffin and Huffein, 
were the fons of Ali, the fon-in-law and nephew of the Arabian 
prophet. During the war which the firft Mahomet maintained 
againft the Infidels, (fo the profeffor of the new faith denominated. 
thofe of a different creed), Huffin was poifoned, and Huffein was 
flain in battle. They confequently became martyrs ;—and_ the 
tomb of Huffein, which was erected in the vicinity of Bagdat, is 
held by the Sheahs* in the fame degree of veneration, with _ of 
their prophet, by the other Mahometan fectaries.. 

_. On the 21ft,-eat my breakfaft and fmoaked my pipe at Tutty- 
pour, or the place of victory. On enquiry why a village fo mean 
and {mall, had been. diftinguifhed by fo great a name, I was.told, 
that in former times, fome fignal viétory had been obtained there ; 
but my intelligencer knew nothing of the parties concerned. —In 
the evening, having this day travelled fix coffes, I halted at Alum 
Chund, the north-weft limit of the Allahabad diftriéts. The coun- 
try had a barren and defolate afpect ; the caufe of which was af- 
cribed to the rapacity of a former renter. On entering the fe- — 
sauce, I found the hofts with their {poufes, bufily occupied in the 
celebration of a marriage. Whether it was owing to the rare oc- 
currence of this fpecies of ceremony, (for they are a people as void 
of reftraint or form as any under the fun) or whether previous 
difficulties had till now obftruéted the SIHOR, I will not pretend 


oo 


® The Mahometans of the fect of Ali, are fo called. 
to 


98 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


to determine ; but the joy and merriment which circulated in their’ 
affembly, could not be furpafied. ‘The men were collected in a 
‘body, drinking arrack, and beating a tom-tom ;* and the women, 
in a fepatate coterie, were chewing betle, and {peaking very loud: 
and quick. Though this jubilee had engrofled a great fhare of 
their attention, they gave me a good fupper, and a comfortable 
lodgin g. 

On the 22d,—I arrived at the Kurrah Manickpour, —eight 
coffes and an half. In my way, I halted during the heat of the day 
at the ferauce of Shahzadpour, which together with the town, is 
faid to have been built by the Shaiftah Khan,* mentioned in my laft 
letter. This nobleman, according to Bernier, was highly celebrated: 
for his eloquence, and elegant ftyle of writing, which it is thought 
contributed to promote the early fuccefs of Aurungzebe. ‘Khe {e- 
rauce of Shahzadpour, built chiefly of brick and mortar, has {pa- 
cious and commodious apartments, but from want of repair, one 
angle of it has fallen into ruins. It is ferioufly to be lamented, 
that edifices founded on principles of fuch public fpirit, or motives 
equally beneficial to the {tate, and whofe ufes are fo univerfally felt, 
fhould be fuffered to moulder into decay. It would feem, that 
when the larger ferauces were firft founded, certain§ portions of land, 
er other eftablifhed funds, were fet apart for keeping them in 


® A {mall drum. 
+ He was the maternal unclo of Aurungzecbe. 
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néceflary order: but fuch has been the diftracted {tate of Hindoftan 
for thefe later periods, and fuch the oppreffions, or perhaps po- 
verty of its rulers, that thefe grants have either been refumed, or 
diverted into other channels. In ftigmatizing any fpecific clafs of 
men, I believe I have committed an error ; for on a more difpaffi- 
onate view, a large fhare of cenfure falls on the people at large. In 
India, oftentation, felf-love, vanity, or whatever term may be beft 
fitted to the paffion whofe effects I mean to defcribe, has ufurped 
as powerful a fway over the minds of the people, as in any circle 
of the globe; and it is exemplified in various fhapes, but in none 
more than in the foundatron of public works. On obferving once, 
a Hindoo of fome diftinétion fuperintending the conftruction of 
a place-of worfhip, I afked him why, in a country. famed for its 
charitable benefactions, fo many old edifices allotted to the pur- 
pofes of religion arid hofpitality were permitted to fall to the 
ground, which, had they been repaired, large fums of money would 
have . been faved, and many a valuable monument of antiquity ref- 
cued from oblivion. He candidly told me, that were he to expend 
his whole eftate on repairs, the work would fill retain the name 
of its original founder ; but by the erection of a new one, it would 
be tranfmitted to! pofterity in his own. By this regifter of fame, 
at fhouid feem that the entire credit of conftructing a pagoda, 
_ fond, or ferauce, will be given to him who firft raifed the fabric, 
and no account taken of the occafional embellifher of fuch ftruc- 
tures.— This digreffion hath prevented me from fooner informing 

you, 
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you, that. to-day I loft my road; inftead of fimply going to Ma- 
‘nickpour, my place of deftination, I went to Kurrah Manickpour, 
where I paffed a very unpleafant hight. The air was intenfely 
cold, and my fervants who purfued the right road, carried with 
them my. baggage and my purfe. The good woman at the ferauce, 
old, though very active, kindly provided a fupper at the rifk of not 
being paid, for 1 had advifed her of the mifcarriage ; but fhe could 
procure no fuccedaneum for a quilt, fo that I was kept fhiveringly 
awake the whole night. | 

ApyorninG to the village of Kurrah Manickpour, on a hill, are 
the remains of a confiderable fort. Amongft the ruins I obferved 
fome mutilated fragments of Hindoo {fculpture, of the fame ftyle 
as that feen on a curious monument of ancient date in the neigh- 
bourhood of Benares. Feftoons of flowers are {culptured on this 
monument, which for the fimple elegancy of the defign and tafte, 
as well as the exact nicety of the execution, may, in my opinion, 
vie with the works of European matters. The Hindoos of this 
day have a flender knowledge of the rules of. proportion, and none 
of perfpetive. They are juft imitators, and correct workmen ; 
but they poffefs merely the glimmerings of genius.* 

On the 2 3d, croffed the Ganges at Gootree, two miles below 


* This obfervation is verified at a village oppofite the city of Benares, at the gar- 
dens of Ramnagur, where Cheyt Sing has erected a large range of coftly buildings, in 
fome of which ftone figures are placed, of very aukward dimenfions and dull expreffion. 


Kurrah 


@ 
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Kurrah Manickpour, and arrived at Muftaphabad, a ftage of nine 
coffes. Almas Ali Khan is the manager or renter of a large tract 
of country lying on the fouth of the Ganges, which appears in 2 
lefs defolate ftate than any other part of the Vizier’s dominions 
which I have fcen. From the‘ruins of Kurrah fort, the Ganges 
is feen winding beautifully round the bottom of the hill, and on 
the northern fhore, immediately oppofite, ftands the village of 
Manickpour. I found my fervants at Muftaphabad, to whom I 
referred the hofpitable hoftefs, who had been obliged te accompany 
me fo far, for payment of the laft night’s fcore. 

On the 24th,—at Bareily, a fortified town, 12 cofles. The 
country from the laft {tation is much covered with jungle,* and 
where the profpect opened, but little cultivation appeared, except 
in the diftriéts of. Almas, which are but comparatively well con- 
ditioned. I have feen only a land of defolation, exhibiting the 
{cattered veftiges of former profperity. 

On the 25th, —at Doolindy, 8 cofles. The principal town of 
‘a diftrict, rented by one of the Viziers favorite Hindoos, who has 
laid out a large garden at this place, in which are two neat fum- 
mer houfes. 

On the 26,—at Safeindy, 10 coffes. There is little elfe to note 
than the wild appearance of a barren country ; the reverfe of what 
I expected to fee in the vicinity of a capital city. 


# All foreft wooed in India, is termed sung/e. 
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On the 27th,—at Lucknow, 8 coffes. I took a lodging in 
the Affroff ferauce ; and to prevent as much as poffible the rifk of 
difcovery, I difcharged all my fervants, except one, on whom I 
could place a reafonable confidence. 

Lucxknow isa large and populous city, but wholly inelegant 
and irregular. The ftreets are narrow, uneven, and almoft choak- 
ed up with every fpecies of filth, The Goomty, running on the 
north fide of the town, is navigable for boats of a common fize at 
all feafons of the year, and falls into the Ganges between Benares 
and Ghazepour. A line of boats, extended acrofs the river, forms 
a convenient communication with a large fuburb. Shujah-ul- 
Dowlah made Fyzeabad, or Oude, the capital of his dominion ; 
but his fon, fetting afide that, with many other of his father’s ar- 
rangements, has fixed his refidence at Lucknow. , 

PERCEIVING that fome of. my neighbours began to make in-+ 
quifitive remarks, I went acrofs the water, and procured a retired 
and commodious apartment in the Hufflen Gunge ferauce. Ha- 
ving fome bufinefs to tranfact at Lucknow, previoufly to my 
_ Journey to Europe, I left my fervants at the ferauce, on pretence 
of vifiting the Englifh camp, the general rendezvous of idle ftran- 
gers, and went to the city. Being defirous of feeing a gentleman, 
who I underftood was ftationed there, I approached the door of 
an officer’s quarter, and defired the fervants to acquaint their maf- 
ter, that a Moghul merchant, of whom there are many at Luck- 
now, requefted permiffion to fee him. Though the entreaty was 
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trged m the foftefe’ and moft purfudfive tone within the compafs 
of my fpeech, they flatly and roughly rejected it, faying that their 
matter was eating his breakfaft. Anxious to obtain the wanted 
information, I tried another deor which feemed lefs clofely guard- 
ed, but there alo: my prayer was prefered in vain; and having . 
nothing in my pocket to ftrengthen the argument, I was obliged 
to retire ; though the day was extremely hot, and the diftance to 
my lodging was at leaft four miles. This occurence, however pro- 
ductive of temporary inconvenience, gave me a fatisfactory proof’ 
of the efficacy of mvy difguife, and the fluency of my Mahometan 
language. Many, I dare fay, are the unfortunate plaintiffs in our 
Indian world, who unable to purchafe a paffage through the gates 
of the great, are thruft away by their rude and rapacious do- 
meftics.— In returning, I faw another European houfe, into which, 
by a fortunate change in the mode of application, I procured ad- 
mittance: for on informing the door-keeper that my attendance 
had been required, I was immediately conducted to his mafter, who 
received me in the kindeft manner, and on many future occafions 
{hewed me marks of his friendfhip. — During my ftay at Lucknow 
I lodged at the ferauce, and though I remained there twenty days, 
in which time I made many vifits to the Englifh gentlemen, no 
one feemed to regard me with fufpicion. My landlady at firft ex- 
prefied a ftrong defire of knowing the caufe of my frequent 
excurfions; but not receiving a fatisfactory account, fhe con- 
cluded that I had formed fome female intimacy. As this con- 
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jecture was favourable to my plan, I encouraged it in the mind 
of the good woman, who gave herfelf infinite credit for the dif- 
covery. | | 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your's, &c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER VIL 


Lucknow, Fanuary 16th, 1783. 
MY DEAR SIR, 


Ber ORE I leave the territories of A floff- 
ud-Dowlab, or, ‘as he is often entitled from the rank he holds, the 
Vizier of the Empire, I will throw together for your perufal fome 
brief remarks on the Oude government. 

Tus country 1s bounded on the north, by parts of Napaul and 
Siranagur ; on the eaft, by the Englith poffeffions ; on the fouth, 
by the Jumna ; and on the weft, generally by the Doab, and the 
Ganges. The Oude territories, generally flat and fertile, are 
watered by the Ganges, Jumna, Gograh, Goomty, and Gunduck, 
exclufive of many rivulets. Thefe rivers flow through moft of 
the principal towns, and interfect a large fpace of the country ; 
moft of them being navigable for boats, in alk feafons of the year. 
— Tue Englifh armies may be plentifully fupplied with provzfions 
and ammunition, mi the event of executing any military operation 
in that quarter. ‘Thefe rivers alfo prefent ftrong barriers againft 
the Mahrattah, Seick, or Moghul cavalry. The Vizier’s provinces, 
which yield, it is faid, at this period, a revenue of about two nvl- 

. lions 
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lions fterling, have greatly decrealed in produce fince the death of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah. It would be prefumptuous in me to attempt an 
explanation of fuch decreafe. It was fufficiently mortifying, to 
obferve the common effects of a deftructive adminittration. The 
inhabitants fay, that the population of the country is diminifhed, 
and that the commerce, whtch im former periods was important 
and extenfive, has fallen to decay. Thefe, evils which have con- 
tributed to the ruin of the moft powerful ftates, and are now 
precipitating the ruin of Oude, can only be eradicated by the ftre- 
muous exertions of a juft and wife governor : a charaGter devoutly 
to be wifhed for in Oude. It appears, that a large portion of the 
amount now paid by Affoff-ud-Dowlah into the Company’s trea- 
fury at Lucknow, is tranfported from thenee in fpecie to relieve 
the neceflities ‘of Bengal, now urgent in the extreme. Much of 
. the wealth alfo, which has been accumulated by the fervants of 
the Company refiding in this country, has been conveyed in a fimilar 
mode ; and the mifchief gathers ftrength frem the tenor of our pre- 
fent conneétion with Affoff-ud-Dowlah. The channels of commerce 
operate too tardily for meafures which require difpatch, and em- 
‘brace only the object of the day. If treafure can be procured, no fe- 
condary aids are called in; no fuccedaneum is fearched for. ‘Fhete 
‘drains, unfupplied by any native fource, muft foon exhauft: the 
vigour of a country, where in addition to the grievance, commerce 
‘is loaded with monopoly, and influenced by the hand of power. 
‘The demand for bills’ on: Bengal, which has been preffing and con- 


tinued, 
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tinued, gave them often a value of feventeen and an half per cent, 
on the Lucknow amount; a profit which enabled the bankers to 
export the valuein. filver.*— The refumption of the Jaguir, or 
alienated lands, has not been productive of the promifed benefits. 
The officers who enjoyed thofe benefactions, were aany of them 
men of expenfive manners; they promoted the confumption of 
valuable manufactures, and poffeffing rank and diftinction, they 
maintained a numerous body of dependants. Whether from a 
fucceflion of oppreflive managers, or that the inhabitants do not 
experience the fruits of former liberality, it is evidently feen, that 
the refumed diftricts are ill cultivated, and thinly inhabited. 
LitTie remains to be faid of the Vizier’s military eftablifh- 
ment ; it being only ufeful in affifting the colleétion of the revenue, 
enforcing the obedience of the leffer vaffals, or furnifhing a guard 
for his perfon. The defence of the country wholly refts on the 
forces of the Englifh, which are fupplied according to emergency. 
The troops at this time, amount to about eight thoufand fepoys, 
and five hundred Europeans, with the requifite train of artillery. 
The treafury of Affoff-ud-Dowlah is now low, but it is faid, that 
he has nearly paid off the refidue of a large debt, which had been 
accumulating fince the period of his father’s death. It is to be 
fincerely wifhed, that the meafures purfued in future, may redrefs 


® A flow of commerce, which now more diffufely conveys the manufactures of this 
country to Bengal, has reduced this premium to four per cent. 
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the grievances of this country; which though of fuch extenfive 
compafs, and pofleffing fo valuable a refource, bears the afpect of 
rapid decay: and though its pofition, and native weaknefs, might 
render the alliance profitable to the Englifh, no folid benefits have 
hitherto arifen from our connection with Oude. 


I am, Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. &c. 
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LETTER VIL. 


| | Furruckabad, so 2 rhs 178 3- 
MY DEAR SIR, 


I NOW beg to prefent you with a {ketch of 
my route to Furruckabad, where I purpofe refting two or three 
days with my countrymen, whom I fhall not — fee again 
until my arrival in Europe. | 

On the 18th at noon, I left my hoftefs’s quarters at Lucknow, 


_and after a warm and dufty ride of feven coffes, halted at the village 


of Nowill Gunge.’ The next day I arrived at Meahgunge, 4 ftage 
alfo of feven coffes, and was much rejoiced to find that my little 
{teed continued to poflefs high health and vigor. He'is endowed, 
I fear, with a'too great predominance of the latter quality, and 
that in its worft -fenfe ; for if Iam to judge from ‘his carnal han- 
Kerings, and ftrong neighings of love to every mare he fees, it 
would too plainly appear that his life has not been of the chaftelt 
kind. But as it is faid, and in holy writ I believe, ‘* that 
there is no wifdom under the girdle,” meaning, evidently, the 


girdles of the lords and ladies of the creation, we may furely 
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excufe the wanderings and frailties of a poor horfe, whofe paf- 
fions receive no check from conftitutional modefty, or virtuous 
example. 

MeauGuncGE, if I am informed-right, was-founded by Almas, 
and feems to be a thriving and populous village. From the 
various intelligence which I have procured, it is evident that 
the, renter: here is active, induftrious, and regular. The inha- 
bitants fay, that his rigour in collecting. the: revenue: is, in a 
certain degree, qualified by a fteady obfervanc¢e of his contracts.—I 
patied. this evening. in the -campany of a Patan, who was returning 
to his home. from. Lucknow, where he: had expended: the greateft 
part. of hig eftatein-the fociety of the ladies, and:in the -pleafures 
of arrack ; but in the laft he very copioufly indulged. In: the 
— courte of. two. hours, and-a half, I beheld. him with- amazement 
empty two-bottles. of a {pirit fo harfh and fiery, that the like dofe 
muft have turned the head of. an elephant. The Patan made-an 
apology. for this exceffive potation, by obferving, that it-removed 
from his mind. every ferfation of. forrow and melancholy,—paf- 
frons, which, he- faid greatly annoyed him in his cooler mo- 
ments. This jovial Mahometan was attended by an old: mufi- 
cian, marvelloufly ill apparelled, and deficient in the larger por- 
tion of his teeth, who during the interludes of his mafter’s amu‘e- 
ment, ftrummed on a miferable guitar, which he aecompanied 
with fome of Hafez’s odes. but uttered in a voice that would 
have ftruck difmay into the fierceft beaft that ranges the foreft. 

—At 
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—At this gunge, a fervant whom I hired at Lucknow, and my 
only attendant, carried off, in the night, my matchlock and a 
curious dagger. 

On the 2oth, at Banghur Mow —10 coffes—a large village in 
the diftrict of Almas.—Here the Patan having drunk out all the 
fubftance of his purfe, fold a piece of family tin-plate ; the pro- 
duce of which raifed the fum of three rupees. He took that even- 
ing an extraordinary draught of his favourite fpirit ; and, that his 
pleafures might have no alloy, he called in a good-natured girl, who 
for one half-rupee difplayed to the Patan a more ample fund of 
Aalizance and allurement, than could be purchafed by us for twenty 
at Lucknow.—He exprelled a fovereign contempt for Almas,* who 
fhe faid being precluded from the pleafures of the fex, difliked and 
difcouraged them. Many of Almas’s wounded fepoys were brought 
into the ferauce from a fort in the woods, which had been reduced 
by him after a fiege of fix weeks. Thefe men were fhockingly man- 
gled.—Some had balls lodged in their bodies, others were {corched 
by a combuftible matter thrown on them during the attack. Being 
poffeffed of a few medical materials, I applied dreffings to fuch cafes 
as could likely receive any benefit from the affiftance ; and I was 
pleafed to obferve the fuccefsful effets of fome of the applicationg. 
The want of chirurgical help is an evil which affects, in a grievous 
manner, the native military fervice of Hindoftan, efpecially fince 


* He is a eunuch. 
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the ufe of fire-arms has become fo prevalent ; and it will be no exag- 
eration to fay, that a greater number of the country troops 
are deftroyed by the effects of wounds, than flain in immediate 
action. 

AFTER a long journey of 14 coffes, in which I croffed the 
Ganges, and had nearly exhaufted the ftrength of my horfe, I 
arrived on the 2rft at the ancient city of Kinnouge, ‘fituate on the 
Callinuady, a fmall river that falls into the Ganges, about twenty 
miles below Furruckabad. Kinnouge, before the period of the 
Mahometan conqueft, ranked amongft the moft populous and 
opulent cities of Hindoftan. It is mentioned in teftimony of its 
grandeur, that Kinnouge contained thirty thoufand fhops for the 
fale of betle, and afforded employment for fix thoufand female 
dancers, and muficians.— A vaft mafs of ruins interfperfed through 
a wide {pace, marks the ancient extent and grandeur of Kinnouge ; 
though few diftinct veltiges now exift, except fome parts of a 
‘ftone temple erected in ancient times to the honor of Setah, the 
wife of Ram, which has been exorcifed by fome zealous Maho- 
metan,.and converted into a place of worfhip. The prefent race 
of Indian Mahometans not being fervent in the caufe of religion, 
or being rather fupinely regardlefs of it, (many of them holding 
the memory of Mahomet in as little reverence as they would that of 
Thomas-a-Becket, had they ever heard of him) the mofque is 
now defiled and abandoned. In feveral cavities which the rain has 
formed, I obferved parts of brick wall, funk twenty feet at leaft 
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beneath the level of the town; and the inhabitants fay, that in 
‘digging into the. foundation, {mall pieces of gold and filver are 
often difcovered. They alfo fay, that Kinnouge was once de- | 
{troyed by an inundation; but as few Hindoo records are di- 
vefted of mythological ftory, flender ufes only can be. derived 
from them.. The Mahrattas plundered this city, and laid wafte 
the adjacent country, previoufly to the battle of Panifrett.* 
After this important event, which gave a ftrength and perma- 
nency to the Mahometan power in Upper India, Ahmed Khan 
Bungifh, the chief of Furruckabad, took poffeffion of the dif- 
tricts of Kinnouge, which during his adminiftration, began to 
emerge from the ruin in which it had been long involved, 
and affumed fymptoms of a recovery which are now wholly 
effaced. | 

ARRIVED on the 23d at Khodah Gunge,—nine cofles,—a 
village in the territory of Muzzuffer Jung, the adopted fon of 
Ahmed Khan: but no more like the father, — excufe the phrafe, — 
than “ I am like Hercules."—This young man, averfe to, or in- 
capable of bufinefs, is a tributary of Affof-ud-Dowlah, who by 
the high fine he has impofed on Furruckabad, may be faid to 
govern it himfelf. 

On the 24th,—at Furruckabad—nine coffes.— Finding the 
pleafures of my Patan friend grow expenfive, and very noify, I 


* It was fought in F ebruary, 1761. 
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took an eafy leave of him, and flipped unperceived mto the 
Englifh artillery camp, where I am treated, as I have been in 
all parts of this hofpitable country, with every mark of kind- 


nefs. 


I am, my Dear Sir, 
Yours, &¢c. &c. 


LET- 
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LETTER VII. 


| Rampore, February 5th, 1783, 
MY DEAR SIR, 


Tue defire on every occafion of teftifing 
the fenfe I entertain.of your friendfhip, prompts me to give you 
the. relation of my. route from .Furruckabad to Rampore. 

Tue progrefs of the firft day, the 29th January, 1783, which 
was a long one,—not' lefs than eighteen cofles,—brought me and 
my horfe, both greatly jaded, to Kytterah ; a large village on the 
weft fide of the Ganges. | 

Tue. next day at Allahapour,—nine coffes.—This place not be- 
ing a common ftage, nor containing a ferauce, my accommo- 
dations were flender, and thofe extorted by the force of bold 
language, and a few extra pence. At Allahapour there is only 
one houfe of entertainment, and that for the article of eating 
only ;—- you may fleep where you can. After fuppér, I pro- 
pofed to the landlady with every token of decorum, that we 
fhould lodge that night under the. fame. roof. The dame mif- 
conftruing the purpofe of my requeft, and fired with indigna- 

tion 
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tion at the idea of its indecency, poured on me a torrent of ren. 
proach. In the exercife of the tongue a female of Hindoftan 
hath few equals; and if fhe hath ever followed a.camp, I would 
pronounce her invincible on any ground-in Eurepe. An Englifh 
woman, educated at our moft noted feminaries, and fkilled in all 
the various compafs of debate, will, perhaps, on fome interefting 
occafion, maintain the conteft for an hour, which then terminates 
in blows and victory. But an Indian dame, iniproved by a few 
campaigns, has been known to wage a colloquial war, without in- 
troducing one manual effort, for the fpace of three fucceflive days ; 
fleeping and eating at reafonable intervals.* There is a fertility of. 
imagination, a power of expreffion, inherent in the mind, and vo-. 
cal ability, of an Afiatic, particularly a female one, which cannot 
be engendered in the cold head of an European : and there is an 
extent of language alfo peculiar to the Eaft, which the limits of. 
Weftern fpeech do not contain.—Let me.not forget the ftory of 
my landlady, whofe words, fhrill and piercing, yet feem to vibrate 
in my ear.— With every fymptom of a virulent female pride, and 
the femblance of outrageous virtue, fhe declared that I fhould not 
fleep under her roof,—I might, if J liked, place my bed on the 
out-fide of the door.— Finding ‘the night growing cold, and not 
being imprefled with fentiments of refpedt for mine hoftefs, whofe 


* Such prolonged engagements are diftinguifhed by the particular term of ‘ bax//y 
Lerbay,” or the ftale war. 


perfon 
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perion had nothing lovely in it, I planted my bed fomewhat rudely 
in the midft of her apartment, telling her, fhe might difpofe of 
herfelf as the geemed moft fitting, but that my deportment would 
be chafte, and confiftent with the rules of honor, though appear- 
ances might be unfavourable. The good woman perceiving my 
inattention to her clamorous reprefentation, was glad to compound 
the matter, and take a fmall pecuniary compenfation, for the in- 
jury her character might fuffer. - 

On the next day I went to Badam, a ftation of eight cofles.—~ 
Badam is faid to have been founded four hundred years ago, by one 
of the Seljukian kings ; and from a magnificent extenfive city, is 
now funk into a fmali mouldering town. The ruins of the fort 
ftill ferve to exhibit a mortifying piéture of former grandeur ; but 
fuch is the reverfe of its condition, that the howling wolf, and 
the fcreeching. owl, now become its only tenants, have fupplanted 
the gay damfel, and the care foothing minftrel. ‘Then, my friend, - 
ere thy youthful blood ceafes to run lightly through its now elaf. 
tic channels,—ere thy mind refufes longer to receive the glowing 
tints of fancy’s pencil, —feize the fair pleafures of the hour, 
and following the precepts of owr Hafez, leave the reft to fate! 
—I paffed this evening in the company of the fair, (though the 
epithet may not literally apply to our Indian ladies), who, for 
a moderate offering, fung, laughed, and danced around. me until 
mid-night. | : : 

On the rft of February, after a tedious journey of fourteen 

Vor. I. N - coffes, 
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cofles, leading through a lonely unhofpitable countfy, I arrived. at 
Owlah.—Of the few fellow-travellers purfuing the the fame track, 
two wolves, a fox, and two hares, compofed the freater number. 
The fhrubs and high grafs had fo concealed the path, that I was 
completely bewildered, and had loft my way, when a {malt village 
on an eminence attracted my notice, and held out the profpect of 
relief: but fuch is the inftability of fublunary pleafure, that this 
promifing mark proved a falfe beacon. The hamlet was unroofed, 
and its inhabitants had fought a more friendly land. Then, in the 
bitternefs of my heart, I gave up Shujah-ud-Dowlah fo as many 
devils as chofe to take him, and was about configning the Englith 
to the fame crew, for having expelled from a country which they 
had made populous and opulent, the extenfive tribe of Rohillas. 
How infatiable, cruel, and how deftructive, even of its own pure 
pofes, appears ambition, when placed in this light. It prompted 
a prince, already poffefled of an ample fair territory, to feize, 
with barely the colour of pretence, the domain of his neighbours, 
who by a falutary fyftem of government, had enriched their coun- 
try, and had made their names refpected. The conqueror, by the 
fortune of war, fubjects into a pwovince this flourifhing territory, 
which is foon converted into defolate plains, and deferted villages. 
This is nof, I truft, the language of exaggeration, or the colouring 
of fancy. It 1s a fimple, grievous truth, forcing itfelf on the 
notice of the moft curfory obferver.—The town of Owlah, once 
crowded with inhabitants, and adorned with mofques and f{pacious 

buildings, 
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buildings, is now verging to ruin, and many of its ftreets are 
choaked up with fallen habitations. 

On the 2d of February, at Shahabad,—fourteen cofles,—a large 
village in the diftri€ts of. Fyze-ullah-Khan. The whole of this 
chief’s country evinces the beneficial effetts arifing from the en- 
couragement of hufbandry, and the aid of an a¢tive government. 
Populous villages, fkirted by extenfive fields of corn, are feen on 
all fides; and the haughty independent fpirit which invariably 
pervades every clafs of the people, mark their abhorrence of de- 
{potifm. Many of the Rohillas, who had been driven from the 
country after the death of Hafiz Rhamut, have fettled in this 
quarter. | 

On the 3d, at Rampour,—fourteen coffes. Fyze-ullah-Khan, 
refides in this town, which the general refort of his civil and 
military officers, has now made populous, and wealthy. 


Your's, &c. &c. 


[ The following hiftory of the Rohillas, and Shujah-ud-Dowlah, compiled fince 
the date of the letters, is founded on fundry original documents, and various local 
information, obtained during my refidence in the northern parts of India, and has 
been introduced in this place, though interrupting the feries of the letters, to 
bring into one view, a body of relative facts. ] 
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HIsS TORY 


OF THE 


R O HILL A S- 








Ir appears, that about the year 1720, Bifh- 
arut Khan, and Daoud Khan, of the tribe of Rohillas, accom- 
panied by: a {mall number of their needy and adventurous country- 
men came into Hindoftan in queft of military fervice. They were 
firft entertained by a Madar Saha, the Hindoo chief of Scrouly,-++ 
who, by robbery and predatory excurfions, maintained a large party 
of banditti. In the plunder of an adjacent village, Daoud Khan 


* This appellation, I have been informed, is derived from Rod, a word in the 
Afghan language fignifying a hill or mountain ; and is the name alfo of a certain tract 
of territory, the native country of the Robhillas, fituated between Pefhour and Cabul. 

+ A {mall town in the north-weft quarter of Rohilcund 


captured 
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captured a youth of the Jatt feét,* whom he adopted, and brought 
up in the Mahometan faith, by the name of Ali Mahomet ; and 
though he had. childyen barn to him in marriage, Daoud Khan 
diftinguifhed this boy by pre-eminent marks of parental affection. 
Madar Saha affigned to the body of Rohillas, which foon increafed, 
certain lands + for their maintenance. Goolareah and fome other 
villages, were given to Bifharut Khan; and Daoud Khan ob- 
tained Burneah and Beoyly.f -  %.2 io ; 
Wurst the Rohiftas were yet in this limited {tate, Shah Alum 
Khan, an Afghan Mollah, § vifited his countrymen in India; and 
it is faid that he had particular claims of friendfhip on Daoud 
Khan, being either the adoptive father of that chief, or having 
afforded him in his youth the means of fubfiftence. In whatever 
relation the Mollah ftood to Daoud Khan, it 1s allowed that he 
was hofpitably _ treated at Beouly; and on. returning to Afghan- 
iftan, was furnifhed with a fum of money. for defraying the expences 
of his ] journey. ‘Shah Alum came.a {econd time to Kuthair »{| where 


® This fect, 4 numerous and sowartil one in the sorthers 5 parts of adi is claffed 
in the: fourth, or Snodes, tribe: of the. Mindgos.. « 

+ The Rohilla officers who ftood. next in authority ta thafe cbiofs, were Cam 
Khan Shadie Khan, Permaul Khan, Sultan Khan, and Azum Khan Dhunghlah. 

+ V ibksges fitugved in. the’ diftri@s:of Sullaulea, a divifiori of Rohilcund, wtiel lies 
40 computed miles to the weftward of Bareily.—-See Rennel’s map. 

§ Mollah is an appellation even to thofe who 3 are ts ae in 1 the Fengious doctrine 
and Jaws of Mahomet. ' ; 

| The original name of a part of Rohilcund, previoufly to the as of the Robilla 
conqueft, and {tilt adopted i in the public megiters of the country. 
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he again experienced the generofity of Dacud Khan; but on going 
back to his country, he was killed, and his eféects wero plundered. It 
has been faid, that this affaflination was comniitted at the inftigation 
of Daoud Khan, in revenge of fome haaphty expreflibrivof the 
Mollah to that chief. I have been wholly, prompted to make this 
mention of Alum Khan, from his being the father of Hafiz 
Rhamut, who in latter timeg became fo oo and ‘unfor- 
funate. hap a ee 

Tue .Rohillas, scsi with Madar Saha; r retired from his 
country, and. aflociating themfelves with Chand Khan, the chief 
of Bareily,* they jointly entered into the fervice of Azmuth Khan, 
the Governor of Moradabad.+ They: did not remain Jong: ate 
tached to this officer, but moving towards the ndrthern mountaing 
they made incurfions into: the territory of the Rajah of Cum-— 
- fyajoan. Chand Khan had previoufly refufed to proceed on this 
expédition with the Rohillas, who after various fuccefs, were 
wholly worfted. The Rohillas had penetrated into the interior 
country, but being furrounded on all fides by the mountaineers, 
who cut off their fupply of provifion, they were compelled to fub« 
mit to difgraceful terms of releafement. ‘The perfons of Daoud 


. Bareily, a fpacious well built town, : in the centre of Rohileund. See nents 
map. - «as } . 

+ A town formerly of great note, fituate in the: northern part of Rohileund. oe 
Rennel’s map. 

+t A fpacious traé&t of mountainous die paises S toa i cht ; ane for- 
mung the north-eaft boundary of Rohilcund. 
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Khan, and ‘Ali Mahomet, were delivered to the Rajah, who put - 
the former to death ; and the like fate would have awaited the fon, 
had he not made his efcape. The Rohillas fay, that Daoud Khan 
was not furrendered to the chief of Cummaioun, but flain by a 
party of mountaineers, who had attacked him by furprize. The 
Rohilla party after this difafter withdrew to Beouly and Burneah, 
where they had, antecedently to the Cummaioun expedition, lodged 
their families; and in a fhort fpace of time it is feen, that they 
feized on the diftriéts of Madar Saha, their firft mafter, who fell 
in one of the defultory aétions that followed this invafion. Ali 
Mahomet, after the death of Daoud Khan, had been declared chief * 
of the party; nor did he, though then a youth, feem unworthy 
of the charge. He was brave, enterprizing, and never failed ta 
improve the occafions of advancing his power and enlarging his 
territory. — An eunuch who refided at Munounah,+ and managed 
the affairs of thofe omrahs of the court who held ‘granted lands 
in Kuthair, had incited Ali Mahomet, from fome motive of re~ 
fentment, to invade the poffeflions of the chief of Owlah ; 
which were foon reduced by the Rohillas, and ultimately an. 


* Mahomet Khan, the fon of Daoud Khan, either from being fuperfeded in his fa- 
ther’s affection by Ali Mahomet, or at the period of Daoud Khan’s death, being ex¢lu- 
ded by the Rohilla officers from the fucceflion, retired to Furruckabad, whar¢ he was 
received into the Bunglith family. It is mentioned alfo in a manufcript which | have 
feen, that at the time of his father’s death, Mahomet Khan was an infant, ‘and that he 
remained fome ycars in the family of Ali Mahomet. 

+ A town in Rohilcund. 
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nexed to their territory. Ali Mahomet found, which he had 
fought for, a pretext to quarrel with the eunuch; whom he 
engaged,* and flew in a pitched battle; the fuccefs of which, 
invefted him with the eftates of the nobles, and a largebooty. 
Ali Mahomet, chiefly by the affiftance of the Vizier Kum- 
mer ud Dein, not only made his peace at court, but obtained a 
commiffion for colleéting the revenue of the penfion lands, which 
it is faid he purictually remitted: + 

From this period, may be dated the firft important eftablithe 
ment of the Rohilla-power-in Rohilcund: a name by which 
they diftinguifhed the Kuthair diftriéts, and their other territories 
on the eaft fide of the Ganges. Azmut Ulla Khanf{ being removed. 
from the government of Moradabad, Hunund, an Hindoo officer 
of note, was ordered to proceed to that place, and exterminate the 
government of the Rohillas. It appears, that Omdut Ul-Mulck,§ 
a powerful omrah at the court of Mahomet Shah, advifed and 
promoted this meafure, in revenge of the death of the eunuch, 
who had been his agent in the management of an extenfive Jaguir, 


* The battle i in which the eunuch was flain, happened in 1727. 

“+ An a& of fuch avowed rebellion, committed within almoft the precinéts of the 
court, marks an epocha of the decline of the Mogul Empire, and confpicuoufly théews, 
that the power and vigor which had rendered its arms isevincilale under Acbar, and 
Aural, no longer exifted. 

t In fome papers recording Rohilla hiftory, it is mentioned, that Azmut Ullah was 
forcibly deprived of his Government by Ali Mahomet.’ 
~  § This officer was alfo known by the name’of Amir Khan. 


Voz. I, O which 
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which he held in the diftricts of Munounah and Owlah. The 
forces of Hunund were encountered by the Rohillas under the 
command of Ali Mahomet,* and wholly defeated. Hunund, to- 
gether with his fon, fell in battle ; and the diftri€ts of Moradabad, 
with thofe of Bareily, were feized on by Ali Mahomet.—About 
‘this time Azim Khan Dungheah, a Rohilla who had been em- 
ployed in the fervice of the zemindar of Peleabeat,f joined Ala 
Mahomet ; whom it is faid he urged to invade the poffeffions of 
his late mafter. The Rohilla, who embraced with eagernefs every 
opportunity of extending his conquefts, and acquiring plunder, 
attacked the Hindoo, and drove him from his refidence. After the 
death of Hunund, it is mentioned, though without any accurate 
detail of facts, and a total omiffion of date, that Meer Munnoo, the 
fon of the Vizier Kummer ud Dein, was fent into Rohilcund — 
with an army to compel Al: Mahomet to account for the Rohil- 
cund revenue, and to reftore the artillery which had been attached 
to the troops of Hunund. Ali Mahomet met Meer Munnoo 
at a paffage of the Ganges near Daranaghur,t where an adjuft- 
ment was effected ; and the daughter of the Rohilla, it is alfo faid 
given to Meer Munnoo’s brother in marriage. No other dates are 


#® This event happened A. D. 1740, the year after Nadir Shah’s invafion of India. 

+ A town in the north eaft quarter of Rohilcund, near the foot of a woody range 
of hills.——-Vide Rennel’s map. 

+ A town on the bank of the Ganges, in the north weft quarter of Rohilcund.— 
See Rennel’s map. 
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affixed to the arrival of Hafiz, Rhamut Khan* in India, than that 
he joined his countrymen during the adminiftration of Alli 
Mahomet ; who being defirous of effacing any refentment that 
he might harbour for the murder of Alum Khan, quickly ad- 
vanced this chief to an important ftation. Dhoondy Khan, a 
nephew of Alum Khan, who probably came to Rohilcund about 
the fame period, was alfo much favored by Ali Mahomet. Actus 
ated more perhaps by the defire of conqueft, than retaliating 
former difgrace, Ali Mahomet invaded Cummaioun, which he 
over-run, and compelled the chief to take refuge in the Serinagur 
country.; He amafled a large booty in this expedition, which 
was concluded by the exaction of an annual tribute ; and Rohilla 
troops were ftationed in the forts of Cafhipour and Rooderpour, 
dependencies of Cummaioun, which he kept poffeffion of, to re- 
cord, it is faid, the revenge that had been taken for the murder of 
his father. 

Art Mahomet, who refided chiefly at Owlah, eftablifhed 
throughont his territory a permanent fyftem of government, which 
though occafionally rigorous, afforded a general proteétion to 
the lower clafs of people. Surdar Khan, who had approved 
himfelf in many actions a brave foldier, was appointed to the 


* Hafiz Rhamut, fome documents fay, firft came into Fhdia in the character of a 
merchant. 
+ An Hindoo territory, bounding Rohilcund on the north. 
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command of the army; and certain lands were granted him 
for his maintenance. Futtah Khan,* with a comformable do- 
nation, was created the public treafurer, and keeper of the houfe- 
hold ftores. Peleabeat and Bareily were given to Hafiz Rha- 
mut ; and Moradabad, to Dhoondy Khan. Ali Mahomet feems 
to have held the imperial authority: at this period in a low de- 
gree of eftimation, for he openly feized on fome valuable com- 
modities, which the Governor of Bengal had difpatched, by the 
road of Rohilcund, to court, for the ufe of the King. Setting 
alfo at defiance the power of Sufdah Jung, the -Subahdar of 
Oude, he plundered a large quantity of valuable timber that had 
been cut down for his ufe in the northern parts of Rohil- 
cund, Swfdar Jung, who had ever been inimical to the late 
Conquerors of Kuthair, acquired a fufficient influence over Ma- 
homet Shah,-- to induce that Prince to attack Ali Maho-~ 
met. The Rohillas were fecretly fupported by the Vizier Kum- 
mer ud Dein, who, bore an inveterate’ hatred to the Subah- 
dar of Oude; and who, in-the ufage of the courtiers of that 
day, ftrengthened his party by every powerful connection that he 
could procure. 


* Futtah Khan, originally a Hindoo, was adopted by Ali Mahomet. The ufage 
of male adoption prevails-even in Mahometan families where there are many fons. 

+ Sufdar Jung chiefty perfuaded Mahomet Shab to undertake this expedition, by a 
ftipulation of paying one lack of rupees for every marching, and half a lack for every 
halting day, of the Imperial army, until its arrival in Rohilcund, 


THE 
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Tue King entered Rohilcund with a great force,* and with- 
out coming to an engagement, poflefled himfelf of the open 
country. Ali Mahomet, aware of his inability to refift the 
King’s army, and feeling perhaps a reluctance to face his Sove-~ 
reign in the field, had retired into the woods of Banghur,+ the 
fkirts of which were defended by a chain of forts that had been 
erected ‘by the Rohillas at a former period. Ali Mahomet main- 
_ tained this poft for fome time, but having no hope of relief, and 
being feantily fupplied. with provifions, he furrendered himfelf 
imto the hands. of the King; and at the interceffion of Kummex 
ud Dein, was pardoned. , 

Tue power of the Rohillas was now annihilated i in Rohilcund, 
and all their officers and principal people were removed to Dehli, 
This remarkable event, which happened in the year 1745, fhews 
that Ali Mahomet muft have been effentially aided by the diftract- 
‘ed ftate of the empire, during the Perfian invafion, in the in- 
creafe and eftablifhment of his dominion. It appears that he re« 
mained about a year at Dehls, under the immediate protection of 
the Vizier, when at that nobleman’s recommendation, he was ap- 
pointed the military governor of Sirhend, and ordered to reduce the 


* During the campaign of Mahomet Shah in Rohilcund, he gave to the Shote river 
the name of Yaa Wuffadar, or faithful friend, from the great conveniences derived by 
hisarmy from this ftream, whofe waters are falubrious, and flow in a beautifully winding 
courfe 

+ Thefe woods lie between Owlah and Rampore,—Vide Rennel’s map 
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farmer chief of that place, who had thrown off his allegiance te 
the empire. Previoufly to his proceeding on this fervice, Ali 
Mahomet had been required to fend Abed-ullah and Fyze-ullah, 
two of his fons, to Labore,* to be kept as hoftages for the good 
conduct of the father. The Rohilla, who on every occafion dif. 
played the ability and fpirit of a foldier, defeated the Sirhend rebel, 
and reducéd to his fubje@ion Kote Roy, one of the ftrongef® 
fortrefles in the upper part of India. During the refidence of Ali 
Mahomet at Sirhend, his party, which had been joined by a body 
of two or three thoufand marauding Afghans, was computed at 
ten thoufand cavalry, and fifteen or twenty thoufand infantry of 
various denominations. The Rohilla did not take any part in the 
Durany war ;+ but whilft the Moghul and Afghan armies were 
approaching to action, he quitted the Punjab and retired to Hurd- 
war, from whence he penetrated in 1747 into Rohilcund, which 
he rapidly conquered. The two fons of Ali Mahomet, who had: 
been delivered as hoftages for his good conduct, were taken by 
fthmed Shah, the Durany, in the fort of Sirhend; where they had 
been placed by Kummur ud Dein, previoufly to the reduction of 
that town by the Afghans. Al: Mahomet could not long have en- 
joyed the fruits of his laft fuccefs ; for his death, according to the 


# Meer Munnoo, the fon of the Vizier, w-s at that time the Governor of Labore. 
4 The firft invafion of the Durany Ahmed Shah. 
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memoirs of that time, happened in the latter end of mane at 
Owlah. 

-Pernaps no foldier that has appeared 1 in India, pafled pe 
more aétive and eventful fcenes of life, than Ali Mahomet. He 
was born, and grew up it may be faid, amidft the din of arms. 
He fell-when a boy into the hands of Daoud Khan. An inceffant 
feries of warfare occupied his manhood, and he died at the period 
of finally fubduing the territory, which he had before arduoufly 
_ fought for, conquered, and had loft.—-This chief bore the reputa+ 
tion of a Jiberal encourager of agriculture and commerce. | He 
was ftri€t and rigorous in the exactions which he levied from his 
fubjeéts ; but as he rarely infringed, he never remitted a ftipulated 
engagement. Owlah, his ufual place of refidence, and the princi-+ 
pal town of Rohilcund, he ornamented with numerous public and 
private edifices, which were conftructed and arranged with an order 
and tafte feldom feen in Indian cities. 

Saup Ullah Khan, the third fon} of Ali Mahomet, fucceeded 
to the fupremacy of the Rohilla Dominion. In ‘obedience to the 
laft counfel of his father, who had recommended Hafiz Rhamut to 
his young fucceffor,t as the moft capable of the Rohillas, Saud 
Ullah appointed that officer his deputy in the management of pub- 


* Or the beginning of 1748. 
+ The two elder were yet'kept in confinement by the Durannies. 
t At his father’s death, Saud Ullah’ was about twelve years of age. - 
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ke affairs. During the adminiftration of Saud Ullah, the Patans 
of Furruckabad, commanded by their chief, Caim Khan Bunge . 
hifh, invaded Rohilcund. Confident of fuccefs, and prefuming 
on the military reputation which he had acquired, the Patan pre- 
cipitately quitted the body of his army, and advanced with a party 
of his principal officers. A detachment of Rohillas in ambufeade, 
fired at Caim Khan as he paffed, and killed him, with fome other 
perfons of his retinue. The army, on the death of their leader; 
fled, leaving the baggage and guns behind, which were captured 
by the Rohillas, and eftimated at a great value. Saud Ullah, faid 
at that time to be fourteen years of age, had accompanied the army 
on this expedition.* Sufdar Jung fill retaining a ftrong animofity 
to the Rohillas, and defirous of improving the occafion of Saud 
Ullah’s minority, formed a junction with Mulhar Row, the chief 
of a large body of Marhatta cavalry, and penetrated into Robil- 
cund. The Rohillas, unable to refit fo large a force, took fhelter 
in the fkirts of the northern mountains, where they remained, until 
fome revolutions at court caufed Sufdar Jung to move towards 
Dehli. He carried with him the ftrength of his own, and the 


* The invafion of Caim Khan happened in the latter end of 1749. It appears that 
Mahomet Khan, the fon of Daoud Khan, who had taken refuge at Furruckabad, ac- 
companied Caim Khan on the expedition, and fell in the ation. In the courfe of the 
fame year, an officer named Kuttib-ud-Dein, the fon or grand fon of Azmut Ullah 
Khan, was appointed by the court to the Government of Moradabad, and entered Ro- 
hilcund with an army which was encountered and defeated by the Rohillas. 
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auxiliary army,* ftationing in Rohilcund, a detachment for the 
purpofe of maintaining poffeffions of the diftri¢ts he had con- 
quered: the Rohillas did not long continue in concealment, but 
collecting their {cattered forces, they expelled the remaining troops 
of Sufdar Jung. | 

It appears that about the year 1750, the two elder fons of Ali 
Mahomet, having been enlarged by Admed Shah Dourany, came 
into Rohilcund, and folicited a portion of the paternal eftate. 
Their claims were fubmitted to the deliberation of the principal 
Rohilla officers, among whom Hafiz took the lead, and it was re- 
folved that the territory which had been perfonally pofleffed by Ali 
Mahomet, fhould be divided amongft his fons.+ Violent difputes 
foon arofe amongft the brothers, in the detail of which, little ac- 
curacy is obferved by the writers of the tracts, that have come 
into my poffeffion : nor would the relation, confifting of perplexed 
fcenes of treachery and intrigue, tend to forward the general plan 
of this treatife. It will be fufficient to fay, that the Rohilla chiefs, 
aware of the difficulties that affected the late arrangement, and dif- 
fatisfied at the conduct of Abed Ullah Khan, the eldeft of the bro- 


* It is mentioned, that the Marhattas withdrew from Rohilcund, on receiving a 
bond of fifty lacks of rupees from the Rohillas ; and it fhould feem, that they made 
the non-payment of this bond an oftenfible caufe for invading Rohilcund, in the years 
4772 and 1773. 

+ Ali Mahomet had fix fons, Abed Ullah Khan, Fyze-Ullah Khan, Saud Ullah, 
Mahomet Yar Khan, Allah Yar Khan, and Martaza Khan, 
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thers, united in force, and expelled him with fome other branches 
of the family from Rohilcund. Fyze-Ullah Khan, the fecond fon 
of Ali Mahomet, obtained, after the expulfion of Abed Ullah, the 
diftricts of Rampour; which his prudent wary conduct has pre- 
ferved to this day, though he has been involved in a feries of do- 
meftic feuds, and was once invefted and reduced to extreme diftrefs 
by a powerful army.* The diftritts which had been allotted to 
Abed Ullah, for a fhort time confidered the ruling chief, were now 
beftowed on Saud Ullah Khan: who again rofe to his former fu- 
periority of ftation. Hafiz Ahmed, having acquired: by his office, 
military ability, and genius, and his extenfive inftuence in Rohil- 
cund, gradually diminifhed, and at length wholly fuperfeded, the 
authority of Saud Ullah, who affenting to the offer of a penfion,-> 
Hafiz was avowedly advanced to the fupreme.adminiftration of af. 
fairs. The caufe of this revolution is afcribed to the mdolent and 
diffipated genius of Saud Ullah, who, it was reprefented by the 
party of Hafiz, would foon wafte the refources of the country, 
-and entail a difgrace on the nation. Without fearching into re- 
moter motives, it may be directly imputed to the ambition of 
Hafiz, who no longer held in remembrance the hand that had 
raifed him to honours, and had committed a fon to his protection ; 


but rent without a {cruple every bond that confined his {chemes of 


* The combined army of Englifh and Shujah-ud-Doulah, in 1774. 
+ It is faid thst the other chiefs contributed to this payment, which amounted to 
eight lacks of rupees per annum, 
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grandeur. Hafiz Rhamut had borne a part in the a¢ctions of his 
countrymen in India; he had feen that no limits are affixed to 
power, and that no duties, prefcribed for the guidance of men, 
impede the ftrides of ambition. ‘The death of Saud Ullah Khan, 
which happened in 1761, at Owlah, contributed to fix the power 
of Hafiz Rhamut, and relieved him from his proportioned pay- 
ment of the fam, that had been affigned for the maintenance of 
that chief. 

Tue want of eftablifhed facts for defcribing in regular order 
the Hiftory of the Rohillas, confined me to the ufe of fuch mate- 
rials, a9 immediately mark their military progrefs, or lead to the 
effential changes of their government. In my Rohilla papers it is 
mentioned, that on Sufdar Jung’s death,* Ghaze-ud-Dein, the 
Vizier of the Empwe,+ joined by Ahmed Khan Bungufh,} march- 
ed an’ army into Oude, and commenced hoftilities-againft Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, who had refufed to make any pecuniary acknowledg- 
ments to the court on the event of his acceffion, or render an 
account of the perfonal eftate of his father.§ Shujah-ud-Dowlah, 
aware of his inability to refift this attack alone, folicited the aid 
of the Rohilla ftates, who affenting to the requeft, came into Oude 


* He died in the year 1754. 

+ Ahmed Shah then fat on the throne of Delhi. 

t The Navaab of Furruckabad. | 

§ In Mahometan ftates, the prince on the death of a fubje&, becomes the heir of 
his property; which is often remitted to the family on the payment of a:moderate fine. 
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with a large force. The Rohilla chiefs ultimately effeéted a cef= 
fation of hoftility between the contending parties; and. being 
chofen to decide on the claims preferred by Ghaze-ud-Dein, it 
was ftipulated, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah fhould appropriate certain 
diftri€ts of the annual value of five lacks of rupees, to the ufe of 
the Imperial family. Nor was this engagement acceded to by 
Ghaze-ud-Dein, until Saud Ullah Khan had agreed to become 
fecurity for its performance.*— Saud Ullah Khan, in 1760, had 
accompanied the Rohilla army to the relief of Najeb Khan, one of 
the Rohilla chiefs, who. was invefted by a body of Mahrattas at 
Sookertal ; + and this appears to be the laft public act which Saud 
Ullah performed. ; 

THAT you may view more comprehenfively. the fituation of the 
Rohillas at the period of Saud Ullah’s death, it is neceffary to lay 
before you a brief defcription of thofe officers; who at that time 
held poffeffions in Rohilcund. 

Dhoondy Khan, in the partition of lands which were affigned 
to the chiefs, obtained the diftricts of the Biffouly,, Morababad, 
Chaundpore, and Sumbul.{ He died previoufly to the Rohilla 
war, 1774, leaving three fons, the eldeft of whom, Mohubbullah 


* Tt was on this occafion, I believe, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah and Saud: UHah made 
an exchange of their turbans. This ceremony is obferved by the Mahometans in. India. 
as a pledge of friendfhip, and fometimes it is practifed in the ratification of treaties. 

+ The name of a village, and ford of the Ganges. == See Rennell’s Map. 

t Towns in Rohilcund,—-See Rennell’s Map. 
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Khan, fucceeded to the largeft portion of his territory.* Mullah 
Surdar Khan, to whom the diftri€ts of Sunejah Kote,-- and fome 
other adjacent lands had been affigned, left fix fons; amongft 
whom diffentions arifing about the divifion of the inheritance, the 
two eldeft, Ahmed Khan and Mahomet Khan, had recourfe to 
arms, for the decifion of the conteft. Ahmed Khan, fupported 
by Hafiz Rhamut, defeated his brother in an a€tion, and took him 
prifoner.t Futtah Khan, one of the early affociates of Ali Mas 
homet, who had accumulated much wealth from the office§ he 
had fo long filled, held the diftricts of Bandaum, Auffete, and 
Heffinpour.|| This officer, who died before the expulfion of the 
Rohillas, was fucceeded in the territorial property, by his eldeft 
fon Ahmed Khan. The widow of Saud Ullah Khan, held in 
high eftimation for a liberality of difpofition and pious deport- 
ment, refided in the town of Owlah, which had been by the con- 
fent of the chiefs, committed to her immediate charge. After the 


* This chief, confiding in an engagement made with the Vizier, in which it was 
ftipulated tnat he fhould not be molefted by the combined army, did not appear in arms 
during the Rohilla War, 1743. But the Vizier violating the agreement, ftripped him 
of nis territory and treafure. 

+ Situate at the diftance of forty-four computed miles to. the weftward of Bareily. 
Vide Rennell’s Map 

+ Ahmed Khan commanded part of the Rohilla army in the war, 1774 

§ Futtah Khhn held the odice of treafurer, a mafter of the houfhold. 

| Towns lying in the weft and fouth quarters of Rohilcund. 

@ Ahmed K'ian, the fon of Futtah Khan, after the defeat of the Rohillas in 1774, 
joined the army of Fyze Ullah, at Laldong, and retired with that chief to Rampour. 
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death of Saud Ullah, when the common authority of the govern= 
ment had devolved on Hafiz Rhamut, it is not feen that the Ro- 
hilla arms were extenfively employed, or that any important revo- 
lution affected their ftate. They had previoully to the Vizier’s mva- 
fion of Rohilcund, carried on a defultory war with the Mahrattas, 
and feized on certain of their diftriéts in the Duab, which conti- 
nued a fhort time in the Rohilla poffeffion. ‘Fhe Mahrattas who 
afterwards came in great force, expelled the Rohillas from the 
Duab, and laid waite the eaftern quarter of Rohilcund. As a 
fhort hiftory of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah will be annexed 
in which the principal events of the Rohilla war are noticed, a 
difcuffion of them in this place becomes unneceflary. 

Tue form of government adopted by the Rohillas in India, 
ef near affinity to that which exifts in their native country, 
may be denominated feudal. The fuccefflors of Daoud Khan 
poffefling flender hereditary pretenfions, and furrounded by the 
men who had effentially aided in the firft conqueft, held but 
a limited fway. Sundar Khan and Futtah Khan, two of the 
moft refpeCtable of the Rohillas, never ceafed to oppofe the pro- 
grefs of Hafiz Rhamut, which was confpicuoufly directed to 
fovereign rule; and by a zealous attachment to the party of 
Saud Ullah’s widow, who was beloved by the people, they formed 
a moderate counterpoife to the encroaching power of that chief. 
Flere it becomes my duty, whether as the compiler of Rohilla 
tracts, or a recorder of common fame, to briefly delineate the 

character 
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character of Hafiz Rhamut. Born and reared to manhood in 
a country,* where its people are taught to confider a military as 
the only laudable profeffion, and that the {word conveys an ir- 
reproachable title to every acquifition, Hafiz Rhamut, confti- 
tutionally brave, became an enterprifing foldier. His govern- 
ment was founded on the common bafis of an active fyftem ; 
but flourifhed from the knowledge he poffeffed of its refources. 
He feems to have maintained a general good faith in public 
tranfactions, and though in the attainment of power he tram- 
pled on another’s right, his genius and valor preferved the al- 
legiance, and perhaps the love of his people; who faw in him 
a mafter, whofe hand was equally prompt to indulgence or protec- 
tion. And here I am impelled to fay, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
alone, would never have dared Hafiz to the field. ‘Hafiz Rhamut, 
like moft of the chiefs or prinees of.a country, where fucceffion 
falls to the ftrongeft arm, was unfortunate in his family : Enayat 
Khan his eldeft fon, took up arms againft him, was defeated, and 
obliged to feek fhelter with Shujah-ud-Dowlah, in whofe army he 
ferved at the Battle of Buxar.+ Dhuffentions had arifen alfo amongft 
the defcendants of the other Rohilla officers, which involved the 
country in general commotion, and on the arrival of the united 
forces of the Englifh and Shujah-ud<Dowlah in Rohilcund, the 


* Afghaniftan. 
+ He afterwards. returaed:to Rohilcund, where he died before the laft Rohilla war. 
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chiefs appeared to dread the encreafe of each others power, more 
than the invafion of an enemy. 

I wit conclude this treatife, by obferving, that the Afghan 
conquerors of Rohilcund, were a rapacious, bold, and lawlefs race 
of men ; and it fhould feem, that after they had eftablifhed a go- 
vernment in India, they adopted the more effeminate vices of the 
fouth, and became intriguing, deceitful, and treacherous. The 
Rohillas, efpecially the lower claffes, were, with but few exceptions, 
the only fect of Mahometans in India who exercifed the profeffion 
of hufbandry ; and their improvements of the various branches 
of agriculture, were amply recompenfed by the abundance, and 
{uperior quality of the productions of Rohilcund.* © 

Tue actions of Najeb Khan, thofe efpecially which occupied 
the latter periods of his life, bearing a clofe relation to the hif- 
tory of Rohilcund, I have given them a feparate place in the 
treatife ; which as it reprefents him in a more confpicuous light, 
— will afford me the fenfible pleafure of offering up a tribute of re- 
{pect and applaufe, to the memory of a brave liberal foldier, and a 
ftatefman of diftinguifhed ability. 

Na jes Khan, the nephew of the Bifharut Khan, mentioned in 
the Rohilla fketches, came into Rohilcund during the adminiftration 
of Ali Mahomet, He was at firft, appointed to the charge of a 


* This country is faid to have yielded to the Rohillas, one million fterling, which is 


now reduced by the injudicious management of the Nair, to thirty, or at moft, forty 
thoufand pounds. 
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very {mall party, not confifting, it is faid, of more than twelve 
horfe and foot. But his courage and activity foon brought him 
into the notice of Ali Mahomet, who entrufted him with a refpect- 
able military command, and procured for him in marriage the 
daughter of Dhoondy Khan. Whilft Ali Mahomet governed the 
Sirhend diftriéts, Najeb Khan, who had followed his fortunes, ren- 
dered him an important fervice, in reducing to obedience a refractory 
Hindoo chief of that quarter. After the return of the Rohillas 
into Rohilcund, Dhoondy Khan beftowed the diftricts of Durana- 
ghur and Chaundpour, which had been granted to him in the ori- 
ginal divifion of Rohilcund, on Najeb Khan, who did not long 
confine himfelf within this narrow limit ; but croffing the Ganges, 
he made depredations on the territory of the Goojers,* as far 
as Ghous Ghur and Sarunpour.+ 

On the death of Mahomet Shah,¢t Sufdar Jung avowedly an- 
nounced his hoftile difpofition to the court, which was then wholly 
directed by the Vizier Ghaze-ud-Dein, and prepared to lead an 
army to Dehli. Sufdar Jung prevailed on the Rohilla chiefs, 
ever ready to draw the {word in the purfuit of plunder or con- 
queft, to join his army, which had advanced to the neighbourhood 


* A fect of Hindoos, in upper India, of the fourth tribe, who equally exercife the 
profeffion of agriculture, and arms. 

+ Vide Rennell’s map. 

t~ Mahomet Shah died in A. D. 1747, and was fucceeded by his fon Ahmed Shah. 
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of Dehli: when an Hindoo* officer of the court, attached to the 
interefts of Ghaze-ud-Dein, induced Najeb Khan, by high of- 
fers of advancement, to fecede from the combination, and efpoufe 
the imperial caufe. — Alarmed at this defeétion, the refidue of the 
Rohilla troops, commanded by Hafiz Rhamut, retired into their 
own country. Najeb Khan was honourably received by Ghaze- 
ud-Dein, and being foon after promoted to the command of the 
army, he attacked Sufdar Jung, and compelled him to crofs the 
Ganges. On the fuccefsful conclufion of this campaign, in 
which the Rohilla was wounded, he received from the King the 
title of Najeb-ud-Dowlah. 

SUBSEQUENTLY to this event, he moved with a ftrong body 
of troops into Rohilcund, where he eftablifhed, in the diftricts 
which formerly pertained to him, a fixed government ; and though 
he difclaimed a dependance on Hafiz Rhamut, he was confidered a 
political member of the Rohilla ftate. From a powerful fupport 
at court, and the diftinguifhed popularity of his character, Najeb- 
ud-Dowlah was feared and envied by Hafiz, who faw in the grow- 
ing influence of this chief, a mortifying diminution of his own. A 
routual enmity foon produced hoftilities, which ultimately involved 
the whole body of the Rohillas in a civil war. 

On the commencement of the diffentions, Saud Ullah Khan, 


the nominal head of the Rohilla ftates, had embraced the party 


* Named Devi Sing. 
of 
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of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, which he was compelled to abandon by the 
fuperior power of Hafiz Rhamut, and his partifans, who pofleffing 
the refources of the country, could indulge or diftrefs him at 
pleafure. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, perceiving his inability to combat fo 
formidable an appofition, retired from Rohilcund, and again at- 
tached himfelf to the fervice of the court. After his arrival in 
Dehli, he was either directed by the miniftry, or he folicited per- 
miffion, to reduce the Mahometan governor of Sarunpour,* who 
maintained a forcible poffeffion of that quarter, and had refufed ‘to 
render any account of the imperial portion of the revenue. ‘Fhe 
enemy retiring on the approach of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the dif- 
tricts of Sarunpour and Ghous Ghur became an eafy acquifition. 
The activity and enterprize of this officer, who now commanded 
an approved body of foldiers, prompted him again to crofs the 
Ganges, and feize on his former pofleffions, to which he annexed 
the lands of Tillalabad, In the northern divifion of this new 
conqueft he founded the town Najebabad,+ which in a fhort 
time was filled with commodious and beautiful ftructures, and be- 
came the centre of an extenfive commerce. At the diftance of a 
mile from the town, he ereéted the fort of Najeb Ghur,t where 
the adjacent inhabitants, in the event of war, might depofit their 


* This town ftands on the northern part of the Duab, and is at this time held by 
Gholam Kauder Khan, the grandfon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah. 

+ Situate in the aorthern divifions of Rohilcund. — Vide Rennell. 

t+ This fort is alfo called Patter Ghur. 
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property, and find alfo a fecurity for their perfons. A want of 
more precife dates, which I have in vain fearched for, has thrown 
a confufion and perplexity on the preceding actions of Najeb-ud- 
Dowlah : but it is now feen that in the year 1757,* this officer was 
promoted to the ftation of Meer Buck{y, with the title of Amir-ul- 
Omrah, at the inftance of Ghaze-ud-Dein ; who in 1753, having 
depofed and deprived of fight Ahmed Shah, raifed to the throne 
Alumguir Sani, the father of the prefent Emperor. 

WueEn the Durannies entered+ Hindoftan, in their fourth ex- 
pedition to participate in the wreck of the Empire, Najeb-ud- 
Dowlah, who was himfelf an Afghan,{ and aware of the fuperior 
power of Ahmed Shah, attached himfelf without referve to the for- 
tunes of that prince ; diffolving the connection he had formed with 
Ghaze-ud-Dein, without hefitation, or an honorable regard for the 
favours he had received from the hand of that minifter. The re- 
turn of Ahmed Shah § into his own country, enabled the Mahrattas 
to exercife an almoft undivided authority in the upper provinces of 


* Dow’s Hiftory of Hindoftan. In the Khazanahee Omah, a Perfian book which 
treats curforily of the actions of the late Emperors of Hindoftan, it is faid, that Najeb- 
ud-Dowlah was appointed to this office by Ahmed Shah Duranny. I have followed 
Dow’s Hiftory, from the probability that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would receive his commif- 
fion from the Court, under whofe authority he acted. 

+ In A. D. 1756. 

t+ The inhabitants of the {pace of territory, lying between the river Attoc and Per- 
fia, are called Afghans. 

§ Ahmed Shah returned into Afghaniftan, from his fourth Indian expedition, in the 
year 1757+ 
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India. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the only Mahometan chief of power 
or ability, that was hoftile to their intereft, could not bring into 
the field an army of fufficient ftrength to oppofe their progrefs. 
He had been compelled to take poft in the vicinity of Sookertal, 
a fort fituate on the weft fide of the Ganges,* where he was re- 
duced to fuch extremity, that had not the approach of the Rohil- 
las, and Shujah-ud-Dowlah, who were moving to his affiftance, 
together with the rumour of the Duranny Ahmed Shah’s march 
towards the Jumna, obliged the Mahrattas to retire, it is probable 
that Najeb-ud-Dowlah would have fallen under the fuperior force 
of their arms. 

In the fame year, but previoufly to this event, Ghaze-ud-Dein 
had cut off the Emperor,+ and placed Shah Jehan the Second 
on the throne. The capital no longer contained any grand objeét 
of ambition. The power of its princes had been funk and tram- 
pled on, its treafures had been plundered, and its gates indif- 
criminately thrown open to Hindoos and Mahometans, according 
to the varying power of the day. The Mahrattas, who in their 
turn gave the law at Dehli, depofed the Shah Jehan, who had 
been exhibited to promote the views of. Ghaze-ud Dein, and 
raifed to the throne, Jehan Bucht, the fon of Ali Gohur.t After 
fome defultory actions, the Duranny Ahmed Shah, joined by 


* Now in ruins.—See Rennell’s Map. 
+ Alumguir Sani, 
t One of the domeftic titles of the prefent Emperor.. 
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Najeb- ud- Dowlah and their Rohilla chiefs, attacked the Mahrattas, 
and defeated them, in a general engagement on the plains of Bane 
delly,* in 1770 ; when Najeb-ud-Dowlah fingularly diftinguifhed 
himfelf, routing, it is faid, with his own troops, the divifion of the 
Mahratta army commanded by Duttah Pattelle,+ who fell in the 
field. In the battle of Panifrett,t the fortune of which was ta 
decide the exiftence of the Mahometan Empire in. India, the Afghans 
were powerfully affifted by Najeb-ud-Dowlah, who during the 
period of an important intercourfe with them, evinced an invaried 
fidelity and fpirit. | 

Tue overthrow of the Mahrattas and Ahmed Shah’s return 
into his own country, contributed to give the affairs of the Empire 
a lefs diftrefsful afpeét ; and and the abilities of Najeb-ud-Dowlah,§ 
who conducted: the adminiftration of the young Prinee,|} again re- 
flected on the capital a glimmering ray of refpect. A war now. 
broke out between Najeb-ud-Dowlah and the Jatts, a powerful 
and war-like tribe of Hindoos, who in the general convulfion of 
the ftate, had {cized on large tracts of: territory, confining on. the 


# In the neighbourhood of Dehli, at the paflage of the Jumna, called Bouraree 
Ghaut. 

+ One of the Mahratta generals, and the uncle of Mhadgee Scindia, now fo well 
known in the annals of India. | 

t This decifive a€tion was fought in February 176r. 

§ Ghaze-ud-Dein, in 1761, left Dehli, where he could no longer preferve an in- 
fluence, and where he was detefted for his cruelties and treachery. : 

J Tewen Rucht, | 
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weftern bank of the Jumna, and comprehending the ftrong holds 
of Deigh, Combere, Burtpoure, and the. city of Agrah. The 
eaufe of thefe hoftilities is not explained in any dccument that 
has reached my knowledge; nor would perhaps throw any 
ftrong fight on the hiftory of Najeb-ud-Dowlah. They arofe 
probably from the fource* which produced the various conte(ts 


. and 


* ‘The feeds which produced the decay of the Moghul empire, and which at this 
day havé ripened into fuch malignancy, took a deep root during the reign of Aurunge 
zebe ; who though one of the moft fagacious princes of the houfe of Timur, endangered 
the welfare of the {tate, and the fecurit. of his fubjects, by an injudicious impulfe of do- 
meftic affection. He portioned amongtt his fons, who were active and ambitious, the 
moft valuable provinces of the empire ;. where acquiring an influence and ftrength, that 
cannot be held by an Afiatic fubject with fafety to the monarch, they expected with ime 
patience the evcnt that was to determine their fchemes and pretenlions. On the death 
of Aurungzebe, the fons eagerly took up arms, and after deluging the country with blood, 
the war was fuccefsfully terminated by Bahauder Shah, who may be faid to have mounted 
the throne of Dehli, from a mound of fraternal and kindred flaughter.—Not being en- 
dowed with experience, nor perhaps the genius of his father, the officers who governed 
the provinces, relaxed during his fhort reign in their allegiance, fhewing obedience to 
{uch orders, as might tend to promote their own views. ‘The Mahrattas, whom Au- 
rungzebe had nearly fubdued by the active effurts of a thirty years war, defcendcd, at 
his death, from thcir mountains, and rapidly recovered the territories from which they 
had been expelled. Previoufly to the Perfian invafion, the fubahdars of Oude and the 
Decan, having virtually ere&ted their chiefships into independant f{tates, commanded, 
without the controul of the court, large ar:nics, and difpofed of the amount of the re- 
venues, without rendering any account to the imperial treafury. The Empire, thus 
enfeebled, and governed by a luxuricus and indolent prince, invited Nadir Shah to 
conqueft a:.d plunder. The river Attoc, the natural weftern barrier of India, on whofe 
bank \Jahomet Shah fhould have ftood in perfon, was croffed by the Perfians without 
oppofition ; and this inglorious prince, unwcrth of the diadem he wore of the illuf- 
trious houfe which had given to the world a Baber, an Akbar, and an Aurungzcbe, 


furcendered 
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and diforders of the times; when the ftrong arm, unreftrained 
by fear of punifhment, bore down the weaker ; when eftablifhed 
rights were fubverted, and the private bonds of faith, with impu- 
nity, rent afunder. 

SoortDGE Mull, the chief of the Jatts, commenced the cam- 
paign by attacking a Mahometan Jaguirdar,* the adherent of 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah. But the event of this war, which was fatal 
to Sooridge Mull,-+ did not confer any eflential advantage on 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah, though he gained an eafy and complete vic- 
tory over the enemy : for the diftri¢ts of Sarunpour had been 
over-run by the Sicques, againft whom he was obliged to march, 
"and to forego the fruits of his fuccefs. 

In the autumn of the year 1764, Najeb. ud- Dowlah was befieged 
in Dehli, by a numerous army of Mahometans, Jatts, and Sicques, 
collected by Jewayir Sing, the fon of Sooridge Mull, who had form- 
ed fanguine hopes of crufhing the power of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, 
and revenging the death of his father. Ghaze-ud-Dein, who had 
brought with him a body of Patans from Furruckabad, alfo joined 


furrendered to them, without drawing his fword, the wealth and dominions of Hin- 
doftan.—A fubfequent train of diverfified ruin, moving with a rapidity not paralelled 
in the hiftory of nations, has now left no other veftige of the Moghul empire, than the 
name of king. 

* Moofah Khan, the Jaguirdar of Furrucknagur, a diftrict lying between Dehli and 
Agrah. | 

t Sooridge Mull was killed in December 1763, in an action fought on the plains of 
Ghaziabad, near the river Hindia, and about eighteen miles diftant from Debli. 


the 
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the coitfederate forces. After experiencing the diftreffes of a clofe 
fiege of four months, heightened by a fcarcity of provifions and 
money, Najeb-ud-Dowlah prevailed on'Mullar Row, the Mahratta 
officer, to detach his troops from the army of Jewayir Sing, who on 
the defertion of fo powerful an ally, raifed the fiege. The relief 
ef Dehli was haftened alfo by the arrival of Ahmed Shah Du- 
ranny, at Sirhend, who was approaching with the avowed pur- 
pofe of affording fuccour to Najeb-ud-Dowlah, ‘This chief had 
but a fhort time breathed from the embarrafiments of the late com- 
bination, when he faw that his moft active exertions would be 
called forth. to defend the territory he held on the weftern fide 
of the Ganges, from the ravages of the Sicques ;—2a people con- 
{titutionally ‘adapted for carrying on the various fpecies of. de- 
fultory. war. | | i | : 
NajeB-uD-DowLan formed a junction in the year 1770, 
with the Mahratta, army, which came into Hindoftan :under 
the command of. Tuckejei Holcar and Mhadgee Scindia, whom 
according to-my Rohilla papers, he had invited to effect the 
expulfion of the Sicques from the Duab. Najeb-ud-Dowlah, 
who had in the latter period of his iife fallen into an infirm {tate 
of health, was feized with a fevere illnefs in the Mahratta 
camp. Leaving behind him a part of his army under the com- 
mand of Zabilah Khan, his eldeft fon, he proceeded towards 
Rohilcund ; but the diforder became fo violent, that he could not 
proceed farther than Happer, a {mall town in the Duab, where ke 
Vou. I. R dicd.* 
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died,* The body was carried to Najebad, and interred ina tomb 
that had been erected by his order, in the vicinity of that town. 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah held in his own right, and in fief of the Em- 
pire, a tract of country extending from Panifret eaftwards to 
Najebad ; 1n the Duab, it was confined on the north, by Sarun- 
pour, and on the fouth, by the fuburbs of Dehli; and in Rohil- 
cund, it reached from the mountains of Siringnaghur, to the dif- 
trict of Moradabad.+ 

Tue revenue of this territory in its improved ftate, was calcu- 
lated at 100 lacks of rupees ; but it was reduced to feventy, it is 
faid, by the depredations of the Sicques, within a term of three 
years ; nor would this amount have been preferved, had he not 
difplayed in his operation with thofe Marauders, a diftinguifhed 
{kill in the alternate exercife of arms, and political addrefs. The 
death of Najeb Khan was lamented by the people whom he go- 
verned, afid* his memory at this day is refpected and beloved 
throughout the upper parts of India. He fupported the character 
of a gallant foldier ; he encouraged agriculture, and proteéted 
commerce ; and he was confidered as the only remaining chief of 
the Empire, capable of oppofing any barrier to the inroads of 
the Mahratta and Sicque nations. 


* His death happened in O&ober, 1770. 
+ A principal town in aed panding on the banks of the Ramgunge. See 
Rennell’s map. 
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SUCCINCT MEMOIRS © 


SHUJAH-UD-DOWLAH. 


AX 








| A VARIETY of materials, fupplied by 
the liberality and inveftigation of my friends, has enabled me to 
write an abbreviated hiftory of the family and life of Shujah-ud- 
‘Dowlah ; a prince who fupported a confpicuous charaéter on the 
theatre of Hindoftan, and who, from his tranfactions with the 
Englifh nation in India, has founded an important epocha in their 
annals. Having felected with caution, and unrefervedly com- 
mented on the documents that have come before me, I firmly truft, 
that no marks of paffion, no. defign to overcharge, or fupprefs 
facts, will appear in the relation. I am defirous alfo of exhibiting 
a general outline of the actions of a prince, who ftood much above 
| R 2 mediocrity 
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mediocrity in the eftimation of his fubjects ; that by a knowledge 
of his character, and of their fentiments, fome fatisfactory opinions 
may be formed, of the difpofitjon and moral qualities of the natives 
of Hindoftan. , 

SHuJAH-uD-Dow Lan, the fon of Sufdar Jung, by a daughter 
of Saadut Khan, was born at Dehli, in the year 1729 of the Chrif- 
tian era. Though a long line of ilfuftrious anceftors be not the 
ftrongeft tenure of the dominions held by Indian princes, who 
ate taught to eonfider fortune, and the power of arms, as the 
primary aids in acquiring and maintaining empire; yet a diftin- 
guifhed defcent imparts a luftre and weight to the other qualities 
of a fortunate leader, and he himfelf beholds it with oftentatious 
pleafure. Hiftorical truth calls on me to do juftice to the claims 
of the family of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, who, in Mr. Dow’s Hiftory 
of Hindoftan, is denominated ‘* The infamous fon, of a more in- 
famous Perftan pedlar.”* The anceftors of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, 
have for a long {pace of time been eftablifhed in Nifhabur, a town 
of Khorofan, where they held landed poffeflions, and. were. clafled 
amongft the principal inhabitants of the province. 

DuRING my journey through Perfia, I had an opportunity of 


* Mr. Dow uniformly endeavours to.throw an odium on the family and character 

of the late Vizier. When informed of the opprobrious terms ufed by that writer, in 

difcuffing the fubje& of his Dometic Hiftory, Shujah-ud-Dowlah attributed the lan- 

guage to the refentment of Mr. Dow, for having been refufed the falt-petre farm of 
the Allahabad diftricts, 
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converfing with fome of the inhabitants of Nifhabur, who bore 
indifputable teftimony to the ancient rank of the family of Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah. That this fact may be more fully exemplified, though 
it leads to prolixity, it is neceflary to mention, that Mirzah Naf- 
feer, the father of the maternal grand-fire* of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, 
catne into Hindoftan in the beginning of the reign. of Bahaudar. 
Shah,-- by whom he -was appointed to an office of truft at Patna, 
where his tomb yet remains. Mirza Nafleer had two fons, the 
fecond of whom, Mahomet Aumeen, on being apprifed of the 
death of his father, left Perfia, and about the year 1708 vifited the 
court of Furruckfir. He.was appointed by this prince, governor 
of the fort of Agrah; and foon rifing to greater honours he ul- 
timately became the Viceroy of Oude, by the title of Saredut 
Khan Burhaan-ul-Mulck.. _ By. the reduction of this province, 
which had long been in a ftate of rebellion, he acquired a con» 
fpicuous military reputation, and was promoted to the office of 
Darogha Khas,} with the titular command of 7000 horfe. 

Asovur this time,, Mahomet Muckeim, afterwards. entitled 
Sufdar Jung, the nephew of Saadut Khan, came into India, and 
had the daughter’ of his uncle given to him in marriage ; of which 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, was, I believe, the only male iflue. Sufdar 


® Saadut Khan, entitled Burhaan-ul-Mulck. 

+ This Emperor commenced his reign in 1707, and died in 1712. 

¢ Daregha Knas, an officer of nearly the fame defcription with the Mafter of the ~ 
King’s Houfehold in England, 


Jung, 
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Jung, who was active, and poffeffed ufeful abilities, became the 
deputy of Saadut Khan in the government of Oude. 

In the middle periods of Mahomet Shah’s* reign, the Mah- 
rattas, at the inftigation, it 1s fuppofed, of the Nizam Ul Mulck,- 
who was then at variance with the court, entered the Emperor’s 
dominions, and committed fevere devaftations ; but in attempting 
to penetrate into Oude, they were attacked, and after a fharp 
eonflict; completely routed by the troops of Saadut Khan, who 
commanded in perfon. This officer afterwards joined the imperial 
army, which had been collected for the purpofe of expelling the 
enemy ; but on a pretence of fome difguft, he left the camp and 
retired into Oude, without having feen the Emperor. It has been 
f{uppofed that Saadut Khan, in conjun€tion with Nizam U1 Malck, 
invited Nadir Shah into India, with the affurance of a powerful 
interiour affiftance, and an eafy conqueft of the Empire. This 
fuppofed fact, has been fubfcribed to by Mr. Dow in his Hilftory 
of Hindoftan, with pofitive decifion in favour of its authenticity 5 
and it is partially noticed in the Hiftory of Nadir Shah, by Mr. 
Frafer, who has treated his fubject with candour, and generally 
with perfpicuity. This writer afferts, that Saadut Khan was en- 
gaged ina treacherous negotiation, which the difaffected nobles of 
Dehli were faid to have maintained with the court of Perfia; but 


* This Prince fucceeded to the throne in 1719, and died in 1747. 
+ The Father of the prefent Nizam Ul Mulck.. 
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here I muft obferve, though it diverts the immediate obje& of my 
refearch, that Frafer’s affertion ftands unaccompanied by any de- 
tail of events, defcriptive of the benefit which Saadut Khan derived 
from the invafion: nor has he quoted, in fupport of it, any fpe« 
cific authority. If @ probable conclufion, indeed, is to be drawn 
from Frafer’s relation of the conduét of Saadut Khan, during the 
Perfian war, I would with little hefitation fay, that the Governor 
ef Oude held no fhare in the councils or favour of Nadir Shah, 
For had he obtained the protection of that Prince, to which he 
ftood entitled from the fervices imputed to him, it is not probable 
that fo large a fhare of the difafter of the Dehli army at Karnal, 
would have fallen on this officer. 

‘In a paffage of Frafer’s hiftory, it is feen, I think, that Saadut 
Khan could not have held a confidential correfpondence with the 
Perfian, or experienced any, portion of his indulgence. Frafer fays, 
‘¢ Before I relate the treacherous correfpondence * carried on be- 
“ tween Nizam Saadut Khan, and Nadir Shah, the invitation they 
‘6 gave him to march towards Hindoftan, which was the princi- 
«© pal motive that encouraged him to undertake the expedition, I 
« fhall,” &c.— And in the other part of the book it is mentioned, 
that on Nadir’s approach towards the caprtal, Saadut Khan received 
orders to join the Dehli army, and that he had already croffed the 
Ganges, when he was direfted to return to Oude. It had been 


® There is no future mention made of the correfpondence. - 
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“refolved in the’ coincils of Mahomet Shah, which were diftdaéted 
and wavering, that the army fhould take the field under the com- 
mand of the Vizicr: and that the Emperor, protected by the. 
forces of Saadut Khan, fhould remain at Dehli. This Omrah was 
required to undertake the charge, but an ill ftate of health at that 
time detained him in Oude. He arrived in February 1739, in the 
camp of Mahomet Shah, who receding from his former determina- 
tion, had joined the army. On the day of Saadut Khan’s junc- 
tion * with the imperial forces, his camp was attacked and plun- 
dered by a body of Perfian troops, who flew many of his attendants. 
Saadut Khan, on receiving information of the difafter, left the 
King’s apartments, where he had been in waiting, and haftened to 
the affiftance of his party. Khan Dowrah, the imperial gerieral, 
marched to the relief of Saadut Khan, and in-a fhort time, moft 
of the imperial officers of Mahomet Shah, who. commanded fepa- 
perate bodies, came into action. Nadir Shah, feeing the conteft 
become obftinate and ferious, appeared himfelf at the head of his 
troops, who then were irrefiftable, and a complete victory was 
gained over the Dehli army, which fuffered a fevere lofs in men and 
officers. Khan Dowrah was mortally wounded: his eldeft fon, 
with many Omrahs, were flain ; and Saadut Khan fell into the 
hands of the enemy. In the army of Nadir it is faid, that 2500 
foldiers, with feven principal officers, were killed, and that 5000 


* The army was encamped at Karnal, about 100 miles to the weftward of Dehli. 
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meni were wounded. ' After the engagement, Nadir Shah ordered a 
tent to be pitched near his own quarters, for the accommodation 
of Saadut:Khan, and two other Omrahs of Mahomet Shah. The 
hageage of thefe officers was {tationed on the outfide of the camp, 
together with their fervants, none of whom were permitted to at- 
tend them, nor were they allowed to make ufe of their own provi- 
fions. — Little farther mention is made of Saadut Khan by Mr. 
Frafer after this affair, than that he was appointed to guard the 
city of Dehli, on’ the day of Nadir Shah’s firft entrance. This 
weiter likewife fays, that Nadir Shah, fammoning Saadut Khan 
before him on: the gth of March 1739, reprehended him in harfh 
language for being the caufe of impeding the collection of the 
‘mpofts,* and that on the next day, Saadut Khan died, having 
been before weak and indifpofed. Mr. Frafer concludes ‘his ‘rela~ 
tion of Saadut Khan, by obferving, that fome imagined he died 
through anger of the abufive ‘reproach of Nadir; and others are 
of opinion, that jealoufy provoked him to take poifon.-F 
Mr. Frafer’s relation of the conduct of Saadut Khan, the fpirit 
of which is: ftri€tly adhered to, now awaits a difpaffionate decifion, 
which is to determine the probable truth of Saadut Khan’s invita- 
tion of Nadir Shah into India. This author, who has unqueftion- 
ably left us a valuable tract of Indian hiftory, in other paflages of 


* A tax laid by Nadir Shah on the inhabitants of Dehli. 
¢ It was believed at Dehli, that Saadut died of the effects of an ulcer in his leg. 
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his. book, obferves; that the Perfian Prince fhewed marks of isdul- 
gence and liberality to many of Mahomet Shah’s Omrahs, but-no 
example is brought forward of his munificence, or even lenity, 
having been extended to Saadut Khan. On the contrary, it is feen,. 
that Saadut Khan fuffered feverely in the action of Karnal, and 
was fubfequently treated with much rigour. © 

SuFDAR Jung, who refided. at Oude at the — of Saadut 
Khan’s death, fucceeded to.the Government ; an. appointment, .ac- 
cording to the tradition of the family, conferred.on him by Nadir 
Shah: yet I am imduced to believe, from the liberal-condué of 
the Perfian to Mahomet Shah, that Sufdar Jung received the 
promotion at the hands, of his.own. fovereign. . Sufdar Jung, after 
the: march. of the Perfian army from. Dehli, came to.court, where 
he obtained the: office of Meer Atuth, or grand mafter of . the 
@rdnance. 

In the year ;1746,. Ahmed Shah, the. aida invaded Hin 
doftan, and had. advariced to Sirhend, where he was fuccefsfully op- 
poled hy: the Dehli army, in. which. Sufdar Jung.had a confider- 
able. charge. Soop.'after the. acceffion of Abmdéd. Shah * to the 
throne, Sufdar Jung was .advanced: to the Vizarut, and his. fony 
Shujah+ud-Dowlah, to the command of the ordnance, | But. a 
Grong: party at. court, comipofed of .Ghaze-ud-Dein,+-:Najeb-yd~ 


* This prince commenced his reign in 1747. 
+ The grandfon of the great Nizam-ul-Mulck.. 
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Dowlah, the Rohilla chief, and Tameid Khan, a court eunuch, 
prevading againft the intereft of Sufdar Jung; he was compelled 
tojleave Dehli; ‘but not béfore he had cut off Janied Khan, whom 
he cauwled to. be affaffinated in his own houfe, at an entertainment 
given to the eunuch. 
, bur par. Jung, having collected a large force, invaded the Ime 
wen territories, and laid: freze * to the capital, which was clofely 
-inveftéd: for the fpace of fix months. He is accufed of cammit- 
jing: mazy eriormiities and wanton acts of violence during the fiege, 
particiutarly; ef ¢annonading the palace, the deftruétion of which 
could: not -have facilitated the capture of the fort. The court of — 
Dehli was compelled to atcede to the terns df the rébel; who’ rew 
quired a formal grant of the provinces of Oude and Allahabad, for 
himélé and his htits:--Sufdar Jung died in the y¢ar 1754, during 
. the reign of Alumeguirt Sani, and was fucceeded in: the fabahdarry 
of Oude, ‘by his fon Shujah-ud-~Dowlah,+ then about twenty-five 
years of age. - As the defign of this work does not admit of any 
enlargement ‘on the fubjedt of Sufdar Jung, i¢.will fuffice to fay, 
that his difpofition ‘was fevere, often eruel!; and that his. ee 
avarice threw uhcornmon odium on his name. : 
To illuftrate- _ cosumencemenit of  Shujabead- Dow public 
it 5 


® This event saaceadll in 17 ea a, | 

+ This domeftic name of this prince was Tillah-ud-Dein Hyder. ’ His father, who 
was in the Oude province during the birth of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, built, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Lucknow, the fort of Tillahabad, in commemoration of the event. 


S 2 life, 
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life, it is neceflary to defcribe the fituation of the court of Dehli 
at that period. Ghaze-ud-Dein, who had in 1753 depofed and 
deprived of fight Ahmed Shah,.-raifed to the throne Alumguir 
Sani, whofe eldeft. fon Aly-Ghohir, fearing the treacherous difpofi- 
tion and ill defigns of the minifter, fled from Dehli.* This prinee, 
accompanied by a fmall body of Mahrattas, levied for a few months, 
a fcanty contribution in the diftriéts lying to the fouthward of the 
capital. But being foon involved in embarraffments from fo flen- 
der a provifion, he folicited the aid of the Rohilla, Najeb Khan, 
who refufing to engage in his caufe, he retired into the territory 
of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. The prince was treated for a certain time 
with hofpitality and refpett at Oude, but could not obtain any 
military aid: and being at length civilly difmiffed, he proceeded to 
Allahabad, which. was then held by Mahomet Khuli-Khan, a na- 
tive of Perfia, and.a.coufin-german of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. Ma- 
homet Khuli, readily. entering into the fchemes of the prince, 
which were directed at the reduction of the provinces of Bahar and 
Bengal, -the joint ‘forces eroffed the Caramnafla, and -were, after 
various. fucceffes, defeated in 1761, by the Englifh troops, at Suan. 
The honourable and -humane: treatment which Aly-Ghohir expe- 
rienced during his refidence in the Englith camp, created a jeaioufy 
in Caffum Ah Khan, who from the recent teftimony of the 
prince’s oftility to his interefts, and feeing alfo the Engiifh 


# This event happened in 1758. 
| : — officer 
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officer much attached to his perfon, expreffed a virulent diflike 
of the connection. The prince accufed Caflum of fomenting 
thofe diffentions in his army, ‘which ‘ultimately produced a de- 
{perate mutiny ; when he probably would have fuffered much in- 
dignity, had he not been proteéted by the Englifh army. This 
event induced Ally-Ghohir to retire into the dominions of Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, who received the fugitive king * in a manner expreffive 
of zealous attachment, and avowed himfelf the champion of the 
royal caufe. 

To illuftrate an event in the hiftory of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, we 
muft advert to the annals of a former period, and notice its origin. 
Sufdar Jung had appointed to the command of Allahabad, his ne- 
phew Mahomet Khuli Khan, who on the acceflion of Shujah-ud- 
Dowlah, feems to have wholly withdrawn himfelf from the autho- 
rity of the court of Oude. Aware of the popularity and military. 
abilities of this officer, Shujah-ud-Dowlah id not .profecute any 
dire€ly hoftile meafures againft Allahabad. During his expedition 
into Bahar, Mahomet Khuli-had placed the government of his pof- 
feffions in the hands of Nudjef Khan ; the chief, who at a future 
period became:fo.confpicuous in the upper parts of India. Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, embracing the favourable occafion of Mahomet Khult’s 
abfence, advanced with a fmall army towards the limits of Allaha 


® At this period. Ali-Ghohir had nominally fucceeded to the Empire, by the title 
of Shah Alum, His father died in 1760, | 
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bad. He maintained an amicable intercouife with Nudjef Khan, 
whom he amufed by folemn proteftations of attachment to the wel- 
fare of Mahomet Khuli; and reprefented, that the Duranny in- 
vafion had induced him to come into that quarter to folicit an afy- 
Jum for his family in the fort of Allahabad, as his own country 
poffeffed no place of equal fafety. . Nudjef Khan would not liften - 
to the requeft, but waited the inftructions of Mahomet Khuli, 
who directed, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s family fhould be ‘admits 
_ ted into the fortrefs with a certain number ‘of domeftic guards. It 
is faid, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah introduced into the female equi pages 
a body of armed men, who rufhed on the garrifon, and took the 
fort without any effufion of blood. This capture, which happened 
about the year 1761, rendered the affairs of Mahomet Khuli def. 
perate, and obliged him to become a dependant on the bounty of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah ; who, in the courfe of a few months, threw 
him, on a charge of, {tate crimes, into prifon. Mahomet Khuli, 
from his valour and liberality, was held in high eftimation in the 
Oude army, which in loud murmurs, and in comparifons not fa- 
vourable to their Prince, warmly lamented his misfortunes. Nudjef 
Khan, on the capture of Allahabad, had entered into the fervice of 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, and exerted himfelf with a zeal that endan= 
gered his own fafety, to procure the releafe of Mahomet Khuli ;* 

but 


® Mahomet Khuli was cut off at the fort of Tillalabad : —= this example difclofed 
an evil, which is ufually feen to pervade Afiatic ftates. A defpotic Prince cannot always 
impart 
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but this officer had become an object of fuch dread at the court of 
Oude, from the’ rumours inceffantly circulated in his favor, that 
the fears of Shujah-ud-Dowlah were not allayed until the deftruc- . 
tion of his prifoner had been compleated by affaffination. Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah ‘obtained from the King the appointment of Vizier ; 
and being now poffeffed of a numerous army, and the imperial 
perfon, he might juftly be confidered the moft powerful chief in 
Hindoftan. 

In the year 1763, the war broke out between the Englifh and 
€aifum Ali Khan, which after a diverfified train of fuccefs and 
difafters, terminated in Caffum’s expulfion from the province of 
Bengal, and his retreat, in the latter end of the fame year, -with 


impart fo full a’force to his fyftem of tyranny, as.to fhape to the fpirit of its edits, the 
minds and language of his fubjects. Without the compendious favage aid of the dagger, 
the road to conqueft and empire, would not perhaps liave been fo widely opened toa 
Timur, a Nadir Shak, or,‘in our day, to a Hyder Ali. When Shujah-ud-Dowlah. 
had formed the refolution of cutting off Mahomet Khuli, he had not yet confolidated 
the ftruéture of his government. The officers of his army, Perfians, Moghuls, or Afg- _ 
hans, were daring turbulent men,:and had large claims of pay. ‘They faw in Maho- 
met Khuli, a brave. foldier, of diftinguifhed birth, of liberal and popular manners. 
They had witneffed the former treachery of Shujah-ud- Dowlah to him, and fufpected 
his future purpofes. Though this Prince dreaded the formidable qualities of Mahomet - 
Khuli, he equally dreaded a formal indulgence of his wifhes; Had he fummoned this 
officer to a trial, or publickly ordered his death, the danger of a revolution would have 
been incurred: for the low ftate of his treafury, along arrear, and an inherent defi- 
ciency of military genius in the Prince, had ftrongly operated in diminifhing the'fus 
bordination of the army. But fuch was the barbarous neceffity of the meafure, the mis 
ferable policy of a demi-armed defpot, that he was compelled to maintain the fafety of 
his perfon, and the government of his.country,, by the fecret ftab of a poignard.. 


the: 
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the remains of his troops, and a large treafury, into the dominions. 
of Shujah-ud-Dowlah. The Bengal Government, which had been 
long duped by the evafive replies of the Vizier to the repeated 
remonttrance of his fuccouring their enemy, difcovered that he had 
drawn his army to Benares, and was preparing to invade Bahar, in 
conjunction with Caffum Ali. A letter which he addrefled to the 
government of Bengal, peremptorily avowed his intentions. In 
arrogant and contemptuous language he fays, ‘“ that the Enghth, 
‘“¢ abufing the favours conferred on them by the Emperors of Hin- 
‘© doftan, have fomented difturbances in the empire; and that in- 
 ftead of limiting their exertions to trade, as became merchants, 
‘* they interfered in the imperial affairs, exalting and depofing at plea- 
‘© fure, the fervants of the crown. He calls upon them to juftify 
‘¢ their aétions, and to withdraw forthwith, all their people from 
* the King’s dominions ; and in the event of difobedience, threatens 
‘© them with the royal difpleafure, which he denominated The type of 
‘* God's wrath.” Though Shujah-ud- Dowlah had buoyed up Caffum 
Ali with the promife of reinftating him in the provinces, we cannot 
eafily believe, that the man who has been recently feen betraying 
and cutting off his kinfman, who held both the claims of friendfhip 
and affinity, would without a manifeft and great advantage, incur the 
rifk of fortune and life, in the caufe of a ftranger. Had the arms 
of the Vizier prevailed in the courfe of the war, the general tenor of 
his actions fupports a fair conjecture, that he would without a 
{cruple have annexed the conquered country to his own dominions. 
In 
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In the courfe of the year 1764, intelligence was received at 
Calcutta, that the forces of the Vizier and Caffum Ali, with fome 
few troops attached to the King, had penetrated into the vicinity of 
Patna ; whither our troops, on the approach of the combined army, 
had precipitately retired. The enemy being afterwards repulfed in 
affaulting the European trenches, retreated towards the river Soane, 
where the Vizier made pacific advances to the Englifh officer, who 
had been authorized to negociate, but pointedly directed to demand, 
in the preliminary articles the furrender of Sombro, and the Euro- 
pean deferters.* The purpofe of the Vizier, in the defire he had 
fhewn of obtaining a peace, was only to procure a ceflation of 
hoftility, that he might recruit his army. It has been even faid, 
that he endeavoured to bring over to his caufe Jaffier Ali Khan, 
whom the Englifh, on the expulfion of Caffum, nad a fecond time 
advanced to the government of the provinces. The Vizier, at a 
future period, did not difavow this fuppofed correfpondence, which 
appears to have been conducted on the part of Meer Jaffer, by 
Nundocomar,-+ who gave the Vizier an affurance of his mafter’s in- 
clination to form a feparate treaty. Shujah-ud-Dowlah had derived 
an effential advantage from the fears of Caffum Ali, now ferioufly 
alarmed by the repulfe at Patna; and having firft inveigled away 
his European and beft native troops, he {tripped him of the largeft 


@ About two hundred private Europeans had deferted to the Vizier. 
+ The perfon who fuffered death at Calcutta, by a fentence of the Supreme Court 
for forgery. - oa | 2 oe 
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part of his treafure, and military ftores. The drift of the Vizier’s 
negociations becoming notorioufly manifeft, it was refolved that 
the Englith ar my fhould move towards his camp, and decide the 
conteft in the field; which after a gallant aétion of five hours, 
_ gave a complete victory to the Englifh.* 

Tue defeat at Buxar produced obftinate difficulties to the po- 
litical and military career of the Vizier, who on that event was 
deferted by all his allies. Shah Alum, in a condition ill fuited to. 
the title he bore, fought an afylum in the Englifh camp, and loudly 
accufed Shujah-ud-Dowlah of having forced the royal authority 
into becoming an inftrument of his ambition, and a fanétion of his 
hoftile defigns againft the Englifh. This was the fecond time that 
the unfortunate Shah Alum had taken refuge in an Englifh army. 
Here let me direct the view of the reader to the revolutions, which 
within no wide compafs of time, have affected the empire of Hin- 
doftan : where at the clofe he will behold, with an awe and wonder 
that muft humble the proudeft of us to the duft, the illuftrious 
houfe af Timur fhaken to its foundation. 

In the reign of Aurungzebe,-+ it may, without any lalla of 
truth, be faid, that Hindoftan, whether for its wealth, magnitude, 


* The Englifh army confifted of 857 Europeans, and 6215 native troops, of which, 
sr01 Europeans, and 773 fepoys, were killed and wounded. The army of Shujah-ud- 
‘Dowlah was computed at 40,000 men, 2000 of whom it is faid were flain in battle, 
The artillery taken by the Englith in the field, and in the purfuit of the enemys 
amounted to 133 pieces of vartous fizes. 


+ This prince died in 1707, having reigned near fifty years. 
| : or 
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or military refource, was the moft diftinguifhed empire in the 
Afiatic world. It muft alfo be noticed, that the Englifh, at that 
period, were not known beyond the fea coafts of India, where they 
occupied, under various. reftrictions, the profeflion of merchants. 
Behold the fcene pretented in our day, of the feeble princes of 
Dehli, where a near fucceflor of the great Aurungzebe, impelled 
by the deftruétion of his fortunes, is feen foliciting, in a country 
fo lately under the dominion of his anceftors, maintenance and 
protection from an Englith fubject* 

Tue Vizier, who had now {feverely felt the fuperiority of the 
Englifh arms, fhewed a ferious defire of peace, but ftill refufed to 
fubmit to the terms of the preliminary article, in the mannef 
required by the Bengal Government. He refufed to deliver op 
Caffum Ali, and Sambro, but promifed to employ fome convenient 
inftrument in deftroying the one, and to expel the other from his 
territories. This mode of qualifying the article, not being acceded 
to, Colonel Munro marched with the army to Benares, The 
defertion of a party of Europeans, and the retreat of our troops 
towards Patna, on his entering the Bahar province, had given him 
fanguine hope of fuccefs, which were wholly diffipated by the 
defeat at Buxar: and from that period, he began to model his 
_ army on a plan not before practifed by the princes of India The 


* This fact has been again exemplified in the perfon of Schamdhar Shah, the eldeft 
fon of Shah Alum; who, by the interpofition of the Bengal Government, receives a 
penfion of three lacks of rupees out of the Oude revenue. 


T 2 author * 
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author * of a valuable manufcript, which has largely aided this 
compilation, fays, that the wera of the real confequence and power 
of the Vizier may be dated from the battle of Buxar. Conformably 
to an ufage not unfrequent in Hindoftan, this prince had colleéted 
a larger army than the fources of his country could maintain ; and 
even where the funds are competent, military- payments are ever 
diftributed in the native armies with a griping hand; though the 
moft pernicious effects are often produced by this’ fallacious fyftem. 
The ftrength of the Vizier's army, confifting of cavalry, and a 
cumbrous body of artillery, was: compofed of many nations and 
tribes, but chiefly of Moghuls... ‘Thefe:men, naturally violent and 
licentious, ill-brqoked the failure of payment, and on every demand 
of‘arrears, either caufed dangerous tumults, or forced expedients 
that were injurious to the’civil government of his country. Orders 
of payment were granted.on the farmers, or managers of diftricts, 
on whom thefe foldiers lived at difcretion, until the amount was 
difcharged ; giving a loofe to every {pecies of diforder, and barely 
leaving a fum fufficient for fupplying the other exigencies of the 
ftate. But the defeat he fuftained at Buxar, relieved the Vizier 
from his embarraf{ments : for the Moghul cavalry, without making 
“one {pirited effort to fuftain the battle, were the firft of his troops 
that left the field; and confcious it fhould-feem of their pufilanimous 
conduct, they never returned to his ftandard, 


® Colonel Polier. 
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Tur Englifh army advanced from Benares to inveft Chunar- 
Ghur ; but after making two unfuccefsful affaults it returned to 
Benares. Bulwunt Sing, the Hindoo Chief of the province, had 
accompanied the Vizier in the campaign again{t the Englifh, with, 
a party of troops, which were ftationed on the north fide of the 
Ganges, oppofite to the Buxar plain. After the battle, he with- 
drew himfelf from the Vizier, and having effe€ted an .accommoda- 
tion with Colonel Munro, he joined the Englifh army: but, 
alarmed at the repulfe of Chunar-Ghur, and the Vizier’s approach, 
he fuddenly deferted Benares, and his new connexion. | 

CoroneL Munro, refigning about this period* the command 
of the army, was fucceeded by Major Fletcher, who immediately: 
marched out of Benares, and purfued the Vizier, who had already 
invefted the town as far as: Jvanpour. He formed the army. inte 
two divifions, one..of which, under Major Stibbert, reduced the 
fort of Chunar-Ghur, and afterwards penetrated into the interior 
parts of the Vizier’s country :—the other divifion he led him@ | 
into the Allahabad diftricts, which were fubjected. The Vizier, 
not able to, oppafe the fuccefs of thefe parties, called in:4 body of 
Mahrattas, who entered his country on the fide of Corah,+ and 
were defeated iy the Englith army, ‘then commanded hy Gentral 
Carnac.} The ‘Mahrattas were attacked a fecond time 3 BY this 


‘ 7 . as a 
* T his occurrence aeter in. the re of the year eased 5 Eos 
+ This diftri&, whichis fieuated in'the Allahabad territory, is bordered-by the oe 
= In ys 1765. 


officer; 
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officer, at Ackbarpour,* and driven from their ground; though not 
before they had plundered a great part of the European baggage. 
They were foon obliged to crofs the Jumna, which thcy paffed at 
the ford of Culpee, where they made a ftand; but after a fhort 
action were wholly difperfed. The Vizier had invited the Mabhrat- 
tas into Oude, without making any provifion for the payment of 
their fubfidy ; and, fearful that this failure might prompt them to 
commit ah outrage on his perfon, or create tumults in his army, he 
never joined their party. : 

The affairs of the Vizier had now fallen to a low ebb; he had 
loft the greater part of his country, his army was thinned by defer- 
. tions, and he was without a treafury, or an ally. After the battle 
ef Buxar,+ full of alarms and defpondency, he had retired into Ro- 
hilcund, where he folicited an afylum for his family, and the affift- 
ance of the Rohillas, Hafiz Rhamut received him with hofpi- 
tality, and the refpeét due to his rank: he afforded him every do- 
meftic conveniency, but earneftly advifed a peace with the Englith, 
as the certain medium of retrieving the defolated ftates of his for- 
tunes. Deftitute of every refource for maintaining a war, and dif- 


* In May or June, 1765. 

+ Juftice to a character, already diftinguifhed in Hindoftan for liberality and valour, 
calls on me to note in this place, the name of Ahmed Khan Bunglith, the Navaub of 
Furruckabad ; who when urged by Colonel Munro, after the action of Buxar, to affift 
in completing the overthrow of Shujah-ud-Dowlab, who had ever been the avowed 
-enemy of his houfe, faid that bis honour forbid him to carry arms againft the van- 
guifhed, \ . 


mayed 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. | 1st 


mayed by ill fortune, the Vizier at length refolved to throw himfelf 
unreéfervedly on the clemency of the Englith. He difpatched Mon- 
fieur Gentil, a French gentleman, to the Englifh camp,* to obtain 
an actual knowledge of the difpofition of his enemies. This 
agent delivered to the commanding officer, an addrefs from the 
Vizier, couched in a tenor far different from his former letters. 
He obferved, that the animofities which had arifen between them, 

muft be attributed to the difpenfations of Providence: that of this’ 
he had now manifeft witnefs by the events which had been produced, 

and that he was determined to commit himfelf to the juftice of the 

illuftrious Englifh chiefs, conftant and unchangeable in their friend~ 
fhip. In the conclufion, written by himfelf, he fays, “‘ I regard not 

« wealth, nor the rule of dominion: your friendfhip and favour are 
«all I defire. I will, pleafe God,.foon be with you; when you 
‘¢ may do that for me, which you may think beft.”” Lord Clive, 
who at this time had arrived in Bengal, was empowered by the Go- 
vernment, in conjundion with General Carnac, to negotiate with 

the Vizier: and having met him at Allahabad, in the month of 
Aupuft, 1765, a treaty of peace was finally concluded. The ‘fib- 
ftance was,—Tliat there fhould be a perpetual treaty of peate be-’ 
tween the contraéting parties.—That in the event of the dominions 

of either being invaded, a military aid fhould be furnifhed by fle 


* Nudjef Khan was employed alfq by the Vizier on this occafion to negotiate with 
the Englith; but that officer was more ferioufly ia in accomplifhing his own 
purpofes, than in procaring terms for his matter. 

other 
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other. — That the Vizier is not to receive Caflum Ali, Sombro, or 
any Englifh deferters into his fervice.— That Corah and Allahabad 
be ceded to the King.—That Bulwunt Sing be continued in 
the zemindary of Benares, which is to be confidered a fief of .the 
Subahdary of Oude:—And that Chunar-Ghur, a fort in that 
province, be given up to the Englifh. That no duties be collected 
on the merchandize of the Company, in any part of the country of 
_ the Vizier. That all fuch fubjects or relations of the Vizier, who 
may have affifted the Englifh during the late war, be pardoned; — 
and, That this treaty remain in force with the defcendants of 
the Vizier. 

Thus was Shujah-ud-Dowlah reftored to the poffeffion of. his 
dominions by the victorious Englith, after having been reduced by 
their arms to the verge of ruin. The terms granted to him breathe- 
a liberal heroic fpirit, and confpicuoufly diftinguifhed the mind 
from which they fprang. The memory of ‘the Indian hero, ill 
merits the {tain imprefled on it by: Mr. Dow, who fays, ‘* Shujah- 
ud-Dowlah, was {till poffeffed of wealth, and the virtue of the con- 
‘© querors, was by no means proof againft temptation.” — But it 
&* is a fact fupported by the pureft authority, that Lord Clive 
obftinately rejetted every offer of gratuity, made to him by the 
Vizier. Exclufive* of the articles of the treaty, a private agree- 

ment, 


@ The aé of reinftating the Vizier in his dominion, not only contributed to exalt 
the character of the Britith nation, but was ftri@ly confonant to the principles of found 
: policy. 
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ment, entered into by the contraéting parties, ftipulated, on the 
part of the Vizier, a payment of fifty lacks of rupees to the Eng- 
lith Government, for defraying the expences of the war; as the 
Englifh at this period, did not oftenfibly interfere in the admini- 
{tration of the Bengal provincial affairs; which on the death of 
Meer Jaffier had devolved on his fon Nuzzum-ud-Dowlah. 

THE treaty entered into with Shujah-ud-Dowlah, was executed 
by this prince, on one part, and on the other by the fubahdar of 


policy. It evinces alfo a forefight which is grievoufly verified in the events of fuce 
ceeding times. Lord Clive, in his letter to the Company, fays, ‘* Our reftoring to 
«© Shujah-ud-Dowlah, the whole of his dominions, proceeds more from the defire of 
“ not extending the Company’s territorial poffeffions, than the generous policy of at~ 
“ taching him for ever to our interefts by gratitude ; though this has been the apparent, 
‘and is by many thought to be the real motive. Had we ambitioufly attempted to 
“ retain the ‘cenquered country, experience would foon have proved the impracticabi- 
“ lity of fuch a plan. The eftablifhment of an increafed army muft have been added 
*¢ to your lift, and more chiefships appointed. Acts of oppreffion and innumerable 

“6 abufes would have been committed, which, at fuch a diftance from the prefidency, 
<¢ could neither have been prevented, or remedied ; and muft-infallibly have laid the 
<¢ foundation of another war. Our old privileges and poffeffions would have been en- 
« dangered by every fupply we might have been tempted to afford in fupport of the 
<¢ new, and the natives muft have finally triumphed in our inability to fuftain the 
<< weight of our own ambition.”—In India, it is to be noted, donations are prefented 
to men of power, or thofe who are fuppofed to influence them, for perfonal protection, 
and for the fecurity or acquifition of property. A rejected offer is the eftablifhed 
fignal .of difpleafure, and either indicates its infufficiency, or that fome more adequate 
reward has been already preferred. Shujah-ud-Dowlah was at firft alarmed at the con- 
du& of Lord Clive, whofe refufal of any gift was conftrued into a difpofition inimical 
to his interefts. But this prince beheld the foldier’s magnanimity with admiration, 
when at the conclufion of the treaty, he received, in token of friendhhip, a ring ot 
moderate value. 


You, I. | U | | Bengal, 
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Bengal, in conjunction with Lord Clive: but. that all future ems 
barraffments might be obviated,.a delegated power, authorizing the 
Englifh India Company to manage and controul the revenues or 
the provinces, was obtained from the-king. It was alfo ftipulated, 
that in confideration of the appointment of Nuzzam-ud-Dowlah 
to the military and executive government of the provinces, and his. 
grant ® of the civil jurifaiction to the Englith, the fum. of twenty- 
fix lacks of rapees+ fhould be annually paid to the king, out of 
the revenues of Bengal.. The diftricts of Allahabad and Corah. 
weré at the fame time difmembered:from the Vizier’s territory, and 
eeded to Shah Alum, that he might be enabled to maintain, without. 
a reftraint, the dignity of his ftation. 

TuouGcn he amply experienced the liberality of the Englith; 
the Vizier had fuffered important injuries during the war. From 
‘the revenue of Oude, which with certain diftricts of Allahabad, 
was computed at one hundred and fixty lacks of rupees, the 
ceffion of Corah and Allahabad, had deduéted thirty-fix lacks ;. 
and the ravages. of. his own army, with the incurfions of our 
‘troops, who had proceeded as far as Lucknow, caufed a farther 
decreafe of the general produce of his country.—In acknowledge. 
ment for the ceffion which ‘had: been. made,. Shah Ullum in- 


* It is termed ‘the iain, : 

+ From this-amount, a penfion of two lacks of rupees was beftowei at the intere- 
ceffion of the Englifh, on Nudjef Khan, who was thought to have rendered them fer-- 
vice during the latter part of the Oude ware 


vetted 
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véfted the Vizier with the hereditary poffeffion of. the province of 
Oude. 

THis prince was now feen to apply with a vigilant affiduity to 
the adminiftration of his affairs. ‘The revenue department was 
committed to the charge of men of ability and credit, who in 
the fpace of a few years enabled him to difcharge a large debt, 
and to accumulate a fund for’ the {fnpply of public exigencies. 

On his arrival at Oude, after the Allahabad treaty, he called 
together, it is faid, his principal officers, and making known to 
them the engagements: he had made with'the Englifh, he defired 
their aid in performing the obligation. Through this mode of 
‘requifition, which is often praGtifed by the princes of India in time 
of need, the Vizier obtained fome aid; though far fhort of his 
neceflities. His Begum, feeing the difficulties that furrounded 
him, and the diftreffed ftate of his mind, divefted herfelf of the 
jewels, and other valuable ornaments fhe pofiefied, and entreated 
‘that the amount might be applied to the arrangement of his affairs. 
It is mentioned, that Shujah-ud-Dowlah was fo warmly affected by 
this mark of the Begum’s attachment, which wholly removed his 
embarrafiment, that he folemnly {wore, he would never, while he 
refided in the fame place, abfent-himfelf from her apartment after 
‘a certain: hour of the night; and that he would thenceforth ever 
“¢dfteem -her his faithful friend and,cqunfellor. Nor does it appear 
- that he deviated from the vow he made to-the Begum, who. be- 

U2 came 
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came from that day the repofitory of his treafure, and all his feeret 

tranfactions. | 
Tue defeat at Buxar, having relieved the Vizier from the 
maintenance of a turbulent crowd of cavalry, he began to intro- 
duce in his army, a fyftem of order and regular payment. He had 
feen that the excellency of the European troops confifted in difct 
pline, the quality of their arms, and the tkilful management of 
artillery. He therefore made ftrenuous and unceafing efforts in 
forming a body of infantry, with its requifite eftablifhment of 
cannon, after the European manner. The undertaking was ar- 
duous, and fuch as few Afiatic princes could have executed. But 
the genius, activity, and perfeverance of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, fur- 
motnted the various obftacles, which rooted prejudice and con- 
ftitutional habit had raifed to oppofe him. Under the direction of 
fome Frenchmen whom he had invited into his fervice, an arfenal 
was founded at Fyzeabad, where guns, mufquets and fhot, with 
other military ftores, were fabricated with fkill and expedition.— 
From this new magazine, about ten battalions of infantry, and a 
{mall train of artillery, were equipped. Though this body was 
formed at the expence of large fums, and much labour, fuch ju- 
‘dicious arrangements had been. adopted for the gavernment of his 
country, that fufficient funds were created.to defray the charge, 
and to produce a refpectable treafury. The cavalry, which at the 
~battle- of. Buxar amounted to 39,000, appears at this time.to have 
been: 
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been redueed to little more than 5,000 men. The Vizier derived 
an effential benefit from the Englifh garrifon, that was ftationed 
at Allahabad, which keeping that quarter in awe, relieved him from 
the neceflary expence of protecting a frontier country. 

In the year 1768, Shujah-ud-Dowlah faw himfelf in the pof- — 
feflion of a well appointed army, a treafury competent to its 
charge, and a flourifhing .productive territory. This quick pro- 
grefs, in endeavouring to difflolve the fubordinate connexion into 
which he had been forced, and to extend his power, attracted the 
notice of Colonel Smith, who was ftationed at Allahabad.—This 
officer reprefented the conduct of Oude, as dangerous to the ine ‘ 
tereft of the nation, and demanding an immediate interpofition. 
The council, roufed by this information, deputed Mefirs. Cartier, 
Ruffell, and Colonel Smith, to the Vizier, to expoftulate on the 
tendency of his military preparations ; which indicated, they ob- 
ferved, a want of confidence in their friendfhip and fupport. The 
deputies held a conference with the Vizier at Benares, in the 
month of November, 1768 ; when after much acrimonious alter- 
cation, he confented, though with a deep mortification and re- 
-Ju€tance, to limit the ftrength of his troops to the following 
number and denomination 


Cavalry, 
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Cavalry, — — — 10,000 

Ten battalions of fepoys, including officers of 10,009 
every rank, — — 

The Nujjeeb regiment of matchlock-men, 5,000 

A corps of artillery, not to exceed — 500 


Irregulars, not to be clothed, difciplined, or 
armed, after the manner of the Englifh fepoys, 
or Nugeeb regiment, — — 9,500 





35,000 





‘Tire Vizier confidered this reftri€tion as no lefs unjuft, than it 
was difgraceful to ‘him ; but, incapable of avowedly oppofing the re- 
quifition of fuch powerful and jealous allies, ‘he refolved to execute 
his plans ‘with more addrefs, ‘though without any effential deviation 
‘from the object that biaffed all his actions : and it 1s a-well:known 
fact, that he did not, in ‘confequence of the treaty of Benares, 
difmifs one foldier ‘from his fervice. His proceedings were con- 
ducted ‘with caution, and he was fuccefsful in procuring, amongft 
the Englifh themfelves, zealous and able advocates ; but the Vizier 
faw that his ambition and fchemes of aggrandifement, would ever 
be encountered by the jealoufy of the Englifh, whom he now beheld 
with miftruft and refentment ; and knowing the French were the 
common enemy of our nation, the Vizier held out many induce- 
ments to engage their affiftance. 


IN 
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In the year 1772, a Mahratta army, commanded by the chiefs,. 
Scindia, Halcar, and Hurry Punt, penetrating into Hindoftan,, 
laid wafte the Duab, and poffefled themfelves of the Etajoh dif- 
tncts, together with all the territory of Ahmed Khan Bungifh, ex- 
cept the town and environs of Furruckabad. An invafion fo for-. 
midable had alarmed the Rohilla chiefs, who, on the approach of 
the Mahrattas, folicited the Vizier to procure the aid of an Englifh 
brigade ; for which they offered the fum of forty lacks of rupees, 
The Vizier, anxious for the fafety of his own country, on the con— 
fines of which the enemy were already encamped, accepted, with- 
out hefitation, a propofal that would enable him to defray the ex-. 
pences of a body of troops, from which he himfelf wauld derive 
an effential benefit ; and he, fome time in the year 1772, applied 
to the Englifh Government, for a fupply of forces to defend his. 
-dominions againft the threatened invafion of the Mahrattas. Con- 
formably to this requifition, an Englifh brigade proceeded to Be- 
nares, whence a detachment of three native battalions, joined by 
the forces of the Vizier, marched to the frontiers of Rohilcund ;. 
the interiour parts of which the Mahrattas were then laying watte.. 
The.commencement of the periodical rains, and the near approach 
of the combined army, obliged them to rapidly crofs the Ganges. 
The Mahrattas, in the following year,* again entered Rohilcund 
where they committed much devaftation ; but the) retreated om 


* 1773 
the: 
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the appearance of the Vizier’s army, which had been reinforced by 
a complete Englifh brigade. . 

On the night previoufly to the arrival of the combined forces 
in the vicinity of the Mahratta encampment, which was formed 
on the weft fide of the Ganges, a large body of their cavalry crofied 
the river, and, difperfing the Rohilla troops, they carried off Ah- 
med Khan, one of the principal officers. ‘The brigade reached the 
place of this action about break of day, when they obferved the 
Mahrattas paffing the river,* then fordable, with precipitation ; 
and a diftant cannonade enfued, in which the enemy loft a few 
men and horfes : but they foon retired from that quarter, nor have 
they fince appeared in arms on the eaft fide of the Ganges. 

Tue Vizier, on the retreat of the enemy, demanded the fum 
of forty lacks of rupees from Hafiz Rhamut Khan, who being at | 
this time the fuperiour officer of the Rohilla forces, and the con- 
ductor of their political meafures, was urged to fulfil the engage- 
ment. Hafiz reprefented, that the Rohillas had not received the 
{tipulated aid, which, if furnifhed in the preceding year, might 
have prevented the injuries done by the enemy; and that the pre- 
fent campaign had been maintained by the Rohilla troops: yet he 
faid, that though the other chiefs fhould withhold their quota of 
the claimed amount, he would difcharge his proportion to the ex- 
tent of his ability. : 


® At Ramgaut, a ford of the Ganges in Rohilcund.—-Vide Rennell’s map. 
THE 
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Tue ambitious difpofition of the Vizier, and the difregard he 
had hitherto fhewn to the dictates of juftice, or honour, afford no 
flender authority for fuppofing that he fecretly rejoiced. at the re- 
fufal of the Rohillas to execute the whole tenor of their agreement. 
In promoting and extending his fchemes of conqueft and grandeur, 
the Vizier must have ever been expofed to the counteracting powet 
of the Rohillas, who were all foldiers, and fo far from refpeCting 
his military capacity, they treated it with contempt and derifion. 
The-conqueft of Rohilcund muft have therefore naturally com- 
pofed an effential part of the Vizier’s general plan of —— 
ment. , 
AFTerR his return from the Mahratta expedition, he defired a 
conference with the Governor of Bengal, for the purpofe of ad- 
jufting certain political meafures. Mr. Haftings, affociated with 
fome other. members of the Government, was deputed to treat | 
with the Vizier at Benares ; and the principal object of the meet- 
ing was afcribed to the motive of fixing the weftern pofleffions of 
the Englifh, on a firmer and more permanent bafis, by fome 
final arrangement of the territories that had been afligned to the 
king. : 7 . se ea = 
Since the period of the treaty of 1765, Shah: Alum had re- 
mained at Allahabad, where he had enjoyed.a f{pléndid and a quiet 
retreat ; but his withes feeming to be centered in enjoying the re- 
fidence'of his capital, he proceeded. thither in 1771 = i +-facrificing, 
at once, the fubftantial benefits which had been conferred, on, him 

Vor. I, | xX by 
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by the bounty of the Englith. The King was alfo excited to this 
meafure by his fervants, who faw the influence of a foreign power 
depriving them of the common advantages of their ftation, and of 
that fway which his difpofition naturally invited. The repeated 
folicitation of the king for troops, to eftablifh his power at Dehli, 
were not aceeded to in a manner that promifed any fuccefs: he 
procured two native battalions that had been maintained by him 
at Allahabad, but without the complement of European officers ; 
and this party, with about 20,000 irregular troops, commanded 
by Najeb Khan, arrived in the latter end of the year 1771, at 
Dehli.* 

THE pfincipal events of the life of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, being 
flenderly connected with the hiftory of Shah Alum, an occafional 
reference to it 1s only neceflary ; and it may here be obferved, that 
the meafures of an Indian court, too frequently operating through 
the many channels of deceit, or by the more daring aéts of trea- 
chery, would offer little inftruétion to the European reader, unlefs 
they lead to decided revolutions, or affect the general fyftem of 
government. 

Tue Vizier did not depend upon the court of Dehli, for the 
fuccefs of his fchemes, or the advancement of his power. He 
maintained however an influence there, by the agency of Ellich 


* Ic is faid, that the King’s journey was haftened by the intelligence of Zabital 
Khan’s feizure of Dehli, where he committed many outrages 3 even, according to 
popular report, in the King’s haram, 


Khan, 
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Khan; one of his favourite fervants, who gratifying the King by 
opportune donations, procured the formal inveftiture of fuch ter- 
ritories, as the Vizier had either previoufly feized, or meditated the 
conqueft of. But we are not to fuppofe that the poffeffion of fuch 
inftruments, which had a conftant circulation, and flowed from too 
weak a fource to act with efficacy, would effentially promote the- 
defigns of this prince. oo 
TuaT fome parts of the treaty now entered into, between th 

Englifh Government and the Vizier, may be clearly underftood, it 
is neceflary to notice, that in a fhort time after the departure of 
Shah Alum from the territories which had been affigned to him, 
the right was judged to revert to the Englifh Government. On 
the King’s junction with a body of Mahrattas, then ftationed in 
the vicinity of Agra, he was compelled to make a formal ceflion 
to them of the province of Corah, and the diftri€ts of Currah. 
This furrender, to a power deemed hoftile to the welfare of Ben- 
. gal, afforded a plea, equally founded on the rights of conqueft 
and good policy, to afflume the relinquifhed territory: and the 
Vizier, who had with regret made the facrifice, expreffing, after 
the King’s departure, an earneft defire of recovering the dif- 
membered country, his requeft, with certain qualifications, was 
granted.* | | | : 
| XK 2 , In 

* The treaty of 1773, contains little important matter, nor would I fatigue the 
reader with its perufal, did I not apprehend, that fome ferious reflections will occuty 


in Comparing it with the events of the fucceeding year. Itis {pecified, * That whereay, 


“ia 
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In the conference at Benares, it was alfo ftipulated, that the: 
Vizier fhould confirm Cheyt Sing, the fon and fucceffor of Bull 
wunt Sing, in the poffeffion of Benares, and its dependencies, 


The 


® in. the treaty concluded at Allahabad, on the 16th of Auguft 1765, between the 
‘€ Vizier and the Company, it is expreffed that the diftri@s of Corah and Allahabad 
“ were given to His Majefty for his expences ; and whereas His Majefty abandoned 
“& the pofleffion of the aforefaid diftri€s, and even has given a funnud for Corah and 
«* Currah to the Mahrattas, to the great prejudice of both the Vizier and Englifh 

“© Company, and contrary to the meaning of the faid treaty; he hath thereby forfeited 
« his right to the faid diftri¢ts, which have reverted to the Company, from whence he 
“‘ received them: it is therefore agreed, that the aforefaid diftri€ts fhall be put into 
® the poffeffion of the Vizier, on the following conditions, and that, in the fame 
«manner as the province of Oude, and the other dominions of the Vizier are pof 
“ feffed by him: fo fhall he poffefs Corah, and Currah, and Allahabad, for ever.—He 
*< fhall by no means, or under any pretence, be liable to any obftructions in the afore- 
« {aid countries from the Company, and the Englith chiefs, and exclufive of the money 
« now ftipulated,. no mention or requeft fall by any means be made to him for any 
© thing elfé due on this account. This agreement thall be obferved by the Englith. 
** chiefs, gentlemen of the council, and the Company, nor fhall it be broken or. devisg 
“ ated from. 


& CONDITIONS 3. 


« He ftiall pay. to the Company fifty lacks of Sieca Rupees,. 
& according to. the currency of the province of Oude, viz. - +. © 50,00,000 





“¢ In two years after the date hereof—viz. the firft year = = + 15,0¢,000 
6 The fecond yearn «© © - = = © © = = = = = = 15,00,000- 





Sa. Rs. 50,00,000 





“ To prevent any difpute arifing, concerning the payment which thall be made by 


f the Vizier for thy Company’s troops that may march to his affiftance, it is agreed, 
“¢ that 
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The Vizier acquiefeed in this meafure with reluctance, and marks 
of extreme difguft. Not that he wifhed to deprive this chief of 
his poffeffions, but he was averfe to a foreign interference in be- 
half of a perfon whom he confidered his immediate vafial, and 
who, by obtaining fo ftrong a fupport, would naturally deviate 
from that ftate of fubordination in which fuch landholders are 
placed under an effective Mahometan government. Shujah-ud- 
Dowlah, though accomplifhed in his manners, and endowed with 
an addrefs that diftinguifhed him among the politeft of his coun- 
trymen, could not fupprefs the indignation he felt at the Englifh 
Governor’s defire, to have Cheyt Sing feated in his prefence. But 
the Vizier was then preparing a {uit * of fuch an importance te 


that the expences of a brigade fhall be computed at two lacks and ten thoufand 
‘S£ (210,000) Sicca rupees per month, according to thecurrency of the province of Oude. 
© w-By a brigade, is meant as follows— 


«¢ Two battalions of Europeans, 
““ Six battalions of Sepoys, and 
“© One company of artillery. 


«< The expence of the faid troops fhall be defrayed by the Vizier, from the tims 
® thev fhall have pafled the border of the province; and exclufive of the above mene 
“ tioned fum, no more on any account fhall be demanded from him. Should the Com- 
6 pany and the Englith chiefs have occafion to fend for the troops of the Vizier, the 
« Company, and the Engiifh chiefs, fhall alfo pay their expence in the like manner.— 
“ Sizned, fealed, and folemnly fworn to, by the contracting parties, September the: 
7th, 1773." 

* A fupply of troops for the conquest of Rohilcund, 


his 
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his fchemes, that had his refentments been keener, they would 
have been facrificed to its accomplifhment, 

TuaT he might the more effectually prevent Englifh merchants 
or their agents from refiding or negociating in his country, the 
Vizier obtained permiflion at this time to impofe large duties on 
the importation of Bengal, and Europeah merchandize. He had 
‘witneffed the rapacious monopoly which the fervants of the Com- 
pany had exercifed in Bengal, and knew that many of the cala- 
mities which had befallen that country, might be juftly afcribed to 
_ the European affumption of its commerce, which had been con- 
ducted on terms fo partial to themfelves, that almoft every other 
trader was obliged to purchafe an European name to cover his 
property. It is faid, that when Shujah-ud-Dowlah has been fo- 
licited to receive an Englifh merchant into his country, he has 
offered him an immediate fum of money, rather than rifk the ad- 
miffion of a fyftem that appeared wholly deftructive of the true 
principles of trade. 

On the conclufion of the Benares treaty, the Vizier carried his 
arms againft the Mahrattah garrifons in the Duab, which he fe- 
verally expelled ; and extended his conquefts as far to the weftward 
as the Fort of Jaunfy.* The main body of the Mahrattah army 
having moved into the Decan, without leaving a fufficient force to 


* Jaunfy ftands on the weftern extremity of the Kalpy territory. See Rennell’s map, 


maintain 
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maintain their Duab poffeffions, they fell to the Vizier without re- 
fiftance. A large divifion of the country which he acquired in 
this campaign, had pertained to Ahnied Khan Bunguth, the late’ 
chief of Furruckabad, who was fucceeded by his adopted fon, 
Muzzuffer Jung; a youth, whom the Mahrattas foon {tripped of 
his moft valuable diftricts. The Vizier, to induce the neutrality of 
the Patans of Furruckabad, during his Duab expedition, promifed 
in the event of the Mahrattah expulfion, to reftore to Muzzuffer 
Jung all the territory that had been poffefled by Ahmed Khan. 
That the conduct of an Indian prince, in purfuit of a favourite 
object, or in the gratification of his ambition, may be {pecifically 
viewed, I will infert the Vizier’s treaty with Muzzuffer Jung, in 
which is feen a folemn proteftation made to God, the moft endear- 
ing terms of friendfhip and affection pledged to man, boldly ufed 
as the inftruments of treachery and difhonour. The ceremony of 
an oath is efteemed amongft the prefent race of Mahometans, a 
fhallow trite artifice, and is only adopted by thofe, who, from a 
want of ftronger refouree, are driven to the neceflity of adopting 
Secondary aids. 

THE treaty fets forth, “ That in confequence of the friend- 

" fhip, that has for a long time fubfifted between Muzzuffer Jung, 
* and my anceftors, and me, I have adopted him for my child. 
“ By the grace of God, I will do whatever may be for his good 
“ or advantage, d will confider his bufinefs, his friends, and his 
“ enemics, as mine ; and until our laft breath, we engage for our- , 
: “* felves, 
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¢ felves, and for our defcendants and fucceffors, that we will re- 
“ main united.—TI fwear, by the Almighty God, by his Prophet, 
‘¢ and the Holy Koran, never to vary or depart from this treaty, 
‘¢ upon condition that my beloved fon Muzzuffer Jung do adhere 
‘* to it alfo on his part. In witnefs whereof, thefe lines are writ- 
ten in the ftyle of a treaty. By the grace of God, whenever 
the Mahrattas are conquered, and driven out of the country, 
*¢ and mine enemies expelled, I will deliver up to my dearly beloved 
« fon, Muzzuffer Jung, the territories he formerly poffeffed, and 
which he has loft in the war, to the Mahrattas. Dated accord- 
“ ing to the Chriftian era, January, 1774.” 

SHujAH-uD-DowLaun did expel the Mahrattas from the 
Bungufh territory; but he did not fulfil the tenor of his treaty 
with Muzzuffer Jung, to whom, on the fuccefs of the Mahratta 
campaign, he gave a {mall fum of money, but no part of the 
country which had been fo folemnly promifed. 

Tue grand object of the Vizier’s ambition had ripened into 
maturity, and was now publicly avowed: — he applied to the Englifh 
Government for a body of troops, to affift in the conqueft ef Ro- 
hilcund, the chiefs of which, he reprefented, had refufed to per- 
form their engagements with him, and had ever been the inveterate 
enemies of his houfe. The Government appear to have been 
deeply embarraffed by the Vizier’s requifition : they faw the danger 
of carrying their arms again{ft a remote and warlike people, and 
_ they felt a difficulty in framing the caufe of a war againft a nation 
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from whom they had received no injury. After an indecifive de- es 
liberation of fome days, they confented to commit the unreferved 
management of the Oude negotiation to the Governor.—He alfo 
exprefied an averfion to extend the military operations of the 
Englifh to fo diftant a quarter, and propofed, that a demand of 
fuch magnitude fhould be made for the aid required, that the Vi- 
zier would neceflarily be induced! to withdraw the application. 
Conformably to this ‘counfel, an Englifh: brigade was tendered to 
the Vizier, for the purpofe of promoting the conqueft of Rohil- 
cund ; on the condition of: four lacks of rupees being paid to the 
‘Company. on the completion of the fervice, and the monthly {ub- 
fidy of ‘two lacks and ten thoufand rupees, during the refidence of 
the troops in his'dominions. The conduct of Government does 
not authorize an inference that the Vizier would ultimately refufe 
his:affent to thefe terms ;. for an order was difpatched to the factory 
at Patna, directing that the motions of a brigade ftationed in that 
quarter, fhould, without further communication with the Prefi- 
dency, -be diretted by the future inftructions of the Vizier, who 
was ‘at the fame time advifed of the meafure that had been adopted. 
—The Vizier, thus powerfully aided in the profecution of his fa- 
vorite fcheme, conduéted his operations with celerity. The Go- 
vernor had not informed the Council of the Vizier’s defigns on 
Rohilcund until the latter end of November,* yet the brigade 
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marched in the following January, and in the fhort fpace of about 
three months,* the Rohillas were completely defeated in a pitched 
battle that was fought in the centre of their country. Near five 
thoufand of them were killed -and wounded ; but the lofs became 
irretrievable by the death of thelr chief, who was flain in the ac- 
tion. Hafiz Rhamut, though he bled in an honourable caufe, 
merited a milder fate. He had never been the enemy of the 
Englifh, and he had protected Shujah-ud-Dowlah at the lowelR 
ebb -+ of his fortunes. 

AFTER the engagement, Fyze-ullah Khan retreated with 
Jarge party of the routed army to Lall Dong,t whtere he took pof 
on the fide of a fteep hill. The Vizier, accompanied by the 
Enghfh brigade, invefted the intrenchments of the Rohillas, who 
being reduced to various diftrefs, from a confined unhealth¢ 
fituation, and ferving under a leader of no military talents, thei 
propofed earneft terms of accommodation to the Englifh com- 
manding officer; who urged, and prevailed on the Vizier, after « 
long ftruggle, to liberate Fyze-ullah, and cede to him a certain 
territory in Rohilcund. This chief, before the war, held the 
Jaguir of Rampour, rated at five lacks of rupees ; but this con- 


* The battle was fought on the 23d of April, 1774, near the village of Tefluna 
w= For the fituation, Vide Rennell’s map. 


4 Shujah-ud-Dowlab, with his family, took refuge in ponican after the battle of 
Buxar. 


$ The northern boundary of. Rohileuad, 
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vention * invefted him with a revenue of fifteen lacks, and the 
moft fertile quarter of Rohilcund. | 

Fyzz-uiiau Kuan, having concluded the negotiation, which 
was wholly effected by the Englifh officer, with whom a counter- 
part of the treaty was executed that.the fanction of the Company 
might be obtained, he paid, according to a previous ftipulation, a 
gratuity of fifteen lacks of rupees to the Vizier. The change of 


* « Whereas friendhhip is eftablithed between me and Fyze-ullah Khan.—I give 
*t unto him Ramporr, and fome other diftricts dependent thereon, altogether amount- 
“ ing to 14 lacks and 75,600 rupees yearly; and I direct that the faid Fyze-ullah 
“< Khan do on zo account take into his pay above §000 faldiers. I engage, at all times 
** and on all occafions, to preferve the honor of the faid Fyze-ullah Khan, and to a& 
“ for his good and advantage, on the condition, that he fhall look to no other power 
“ but mine for fupport; that be engages to correfpond with no other ftate than the 
*< Englith. Our enemies and friends are mutual. Fyze-ullah Khan fhall afift me 
® with 2 or 3000 troops according to his ability. If I go in perfon on any expedition, 
‘§ or to any part of my dominions, F yze-ullah Khan fhall attend me; and as the num- 
“ ber of 5000 traops which Fyze-yllah Khan is allowed at all times to keep yp, is 
* fmall, and he may be unable to bring them all into the field with him, in fuch cafe, 
“ | will place from 2 to 4000 men under his command, that he may join me with bes - 
* coming dignity: the pay of thefe additional troops to be found by me. It is upon 
“ the abovementioned confiderations that I confent to fettle upon Fyze-ullah Khan 
®¢ the faid country, and engage to fupport his interefts. If he continue firm in the 
« performance of this treaty, by the grace of God, I never will be backward in con- 
 fulting his advantage and good. — He is to caufe all the Rohillas te crofs the river 
«¢ Ganges. Sworn by the Holy Koran, calling God and his Prophets ta witnefs to 
*¢ the performance of thefe articles.” 


Extracted from the Bengal Col. Champion’e Rujjeb 1188 Hegira. 
Records of 1774. Seal, Oftcber, 1774, 4. De 
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the fyftem of the Bengal Government which began to operate at 
this time, and was hoftile to the councils of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, 
might alfo have impelled him to a fpeedy conclufion of the Ro- 
Inlla treaty. : 

In the year 1783, Fyze ullah was hberated from all military 
vaffalage to the Vizier, on the payment of a fum of money to the 
Englifh refident at Lucknow, which was applied to the fervice of: 
the Bengal Government. 

Bur had Shujah-ud-Dowlah been permitted to purfue the 
fyftem. of policy which had been obferved to the other Rohilla 
chiefs, Fyze-ullah would at this day have languifhed in poverty 
and-dependance. Happily for this chief and the refidue of his 
nation who have now fertilized and made populous a large tract of 
country, a powerful advocate came forth in their behalf, who 
though the leader of a fubfidiary body, affumed in an honourable 
caufe, the efficient power of protection. The Vizier, in an. acri- 
monious complaint preferred againft this officer, obferves, “* that 
‘as it had been his abfolute determination to extirpate the Ro- 
“* hillas, and for that purpofe requefted the affiftance of the Eng- 
«¢ lifh troops, was it not highly improper in the commanding 
“* officer, to enter into fuch a correfpondence without his per- 
‘© miffion?”’ The Vizier had in truth refolved to deftroy the Ro- 
hillas, or expel them; and this refolution fhaped the whole form 
of his conduct during the campaign in Rohilcund. He enter- 

tained: 
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tained fo rooted a dread of this people from their valour and 
haughty fpirit, or perhaps a confcioufnefs of the injuries he had 
already committed, that he would not permit thofe that were fub- 
jected to remain in any part of his dominions. 

Ar the clofe of this general defcription of the progrefs of the 
Englifh arms in Rohilcund, [ for the aids afforded by the Vizier can 
{carcely claim a notice,] I will infert fome obfervations on the ten- 
dency and effects of our engagements with the Vizier in the reduc- 
tion of that territory. It is manifeftly feen, that the Government 
of Bengal were either unacquainted with the virtue and extent of 
their compact with the Vizier, or that they avowedly affifted him 
in {tripping one oftheir allies of his hereditary poffeffion. It was 
roundly agreed to inveft the Vizier with the dominion of Rohil- 
cund, the limits of which were carried to the mountains on the 
north, and to the river Ganges on the weft. Yet a large tract of 
the northern divifion of Rohilcund, was held by Zabitah Khan, * 
with whom the Englith were at this time in alliance, and bound by 
a treaty “ to confirm to him his ancient.damuinions, to confider 
‘¢ him as a depetdant on their favor, and that their friends and 
** enemies. fhould be mutual.”’ 

Tue Vizier, previoufly to the invafion of Rohileund, had 
brought over to his interefts Zabitah Khan; who though of the 
Rohilla feét; and of near. affinity to many ‘of the chiefs, united 


© The fon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, | 
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with the Vizier againft the caufe of his nation. But he was fe- 
verely punifhed for his treachery, and the difhonorable connec- 
tion he had formed; for the Vizier, after the completion of the 
conqueft, afferting that Zabitah Khan had during the war mam- 
tained a correfpondence with the enemy, feized on all his terri- 
tory eaft of the Ganges; and it remains at this day annexed to 
the Government of Oude. 

Tuer conduct of the Vizier alfo to the family of Mohubullah 
Khan,* evinces that every fentiment of honour and. faith felb 
before the impulfe of his ambition. This chief, who held the 
town and diftricts of Biffouly, either from having been involved 
m a domeftic conteft with thofe Rohilla ftates who appeared in 
arms againft the Vizier,.or from other motives, did not engages 
in the war.. Before the army moved into Rohilcund, he. fued 
‘the Vizier for. protection in behalf of his family and property 
which the prince, m ftrong and unequivocal terms, pledged: to 
preferve in fafety and honour. On this faith, Mohubullah Khan 
remained during ‘the campaign at Biffouly ; but on the Vizier’s 
aerival at that place, he was, with his family, thrown into a 
rigorous confinement, pillaged of every article of value, and his 
women were treated with a difgraceful feverity. In an addrefs of 
Mohubuljah to the Englifh commanding officer, in which were 
alfo inclofed the oviginal letters of the Vizier, granting an unre- 


® The fon of Dhoondy Khan, who has been already noticed in the Rohilla fketches. 
| | ferved 
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ferved protection, he writes, “* The Vizier has deprived us of our 


“ country, of our riches, and even of our honour; and, not cons 


< 


tented with that, he is going to fend us prifoners to Fyzeabad. 


We defire no country, no riches; no houfe; but at Biffouly are 
“ the tombs of our family—near them, and under fome fhade, 
_“ we beg permiffion to pafs, as mendicants, the remainder of our 
*‘ days. Relying on the Vizier’s promifes, we remained in this 
** country ; otherwife, we fhould, like the other ‘chiefs, have fled, 
* and preferved our charaéter and honour: thefe, with our effects, 
he has taken away; and how he has difhonoured us, is known 
to all.” The Vizier is faid to have exercifed an indecent rigour » 
towards the female prifoners of the Rohillas who fell into his 
hands; and he is accufed alfo of having violated the chaftity of 
fome women of the family of Hafiz Rhamut.* The daft allega~ 
tion: is not fupported by any fubftantial authority ; nor indeed, are 
fuch ‘aéts of outrage common amongft the moft intemperate Ma- 
hometans ; who, however prone to other exceffes, are not often 
feen tearing afunder'the veil of the haram. } 
Tue oppreflions and rapacity of the Vizier in the courfe of 
the conqueft, ‘affixed a deep ftain on the Englifh character... The 
vanquifhed natarally fuppofed, that the hand which:had Jed hiin 
to iA could have been qe cong m Se ee ‘his 


wn“ 


’ 
C 


0. Shijeln'odsDoreh was impreffed with fo. ligety a fenfe of A:indligrtiion, at the 
difgrace, as well as the injuftice of this charge, that he burft into tears, when he was 
informed that it had“been belicved by the Englifh commanding ‘Officer. © 
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violence. The caufe fpecifically held out by the Vizier for making 
war on the Rohillas, was their with-holding payment of the fum 
which they had offered for the fervice of an Englifh brigade. It 
has been fhewn that the brigade did not arrive in Rohilcund at a 
due feafon : for the Mahrattas had, in two fucceflive years, com- 
‘mitted wide devaftations in that country, and were leaving it when 
the Englith troops appeared. The arguments ufed by the Vizier, 
in fupport of the invafion, were weakly maintained, on either a 
principle of equity or reafon: and his purpofes might have been 
effected without the exhibition of fo wretched a cloak. In coun- 
tries where thc paths of reétitude and honour are more. precifely 
defcribed and adhered to than in Hindoftan, thie political ufage of 
princes does ‘not widely deviate from the’conduét purfued by Shu- 
jah-ud-Dowlafi in infuring fuccefs to his {chemes of ambition. 
But what can be urged in vandication ef the Englifh, who, to 
gratify a. rapacious ally, and without even acquiring an adequate 
benefit to the ftate, effected the deftruction of a nation, againft 
whom they could not fabricate a fpecious caufe of complaint? 
“Tue fubjett of the Rohilla war hath already been fo widely 
dilated by thofe who promoted, and thofe who have condemned, 
the meafure, that I am fearful of giving difguft by any further 
enlargement; nor does the difcuffion properly belong to the pur- 
pofe of this effay: yet I cannot refrain from pointing at the ill 
policy of the Englifh, in annexing Rohilcund to the dominion of 
the Vizier. The injuftice of the act, with the fevere effects that 
! followed, 
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followed, are now admitted by moft claffles of men ; and has im- 
printed.a deep ftain on the Britifh name in India. The Government 
of Bengal, in affigning a reafon for invefting the Vizier with the 
pefieffion of Rohilcund, afferted, that the more powerful this prince 
became, the greater advantage would accrue to them from his al- 
hance. The difpofition of Shujah-ud-Dowlah muft have been ill 
known to the Englifh, or they would not have urged f frail an 
argument. Jealous of authority, and infatiably ambitious, he had — 
already felt a keen refentment at the encroachments of Bengal on 
his prerogative, and national power, the prefervation of which had 
long directed the {pirit of his councils, and the actions of his go- 
yernment. The Rohilla nation formed a weighty counterpoife to 
the real ‘ftrength and reftlefs temper of the Vizier, who finding . 
himfelf checked by a people naturally interefted in keeping a vigi- 
lant watch over his aétions, leaft they fhould fuffer by too great 
an increafe of his power, muft have been neceffitated to depend 
on the Englifh, to repel the encroachment or attacks of the Ro- 
hillas, and the other northern ftates. Our pofleffions in India, 
virtually acquired by the fuperiority of arms, and the eminent abi- 
lities of Britifh officers, can only be preferved, after maintaining 
that fuperiority, by a fteady adherence to the principles of juftice 
and public faith—virtues which did not confpicuoufly diftinguifh 
the laft negotiation with the Vizier: nor were the dictates of com- 
mon policy confulted, unlefs the axiom becomes manifeft, which 

Vou. 1 Z | even 
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even the moft vifionary politician would ftartle at, that nations may 
be linked together by the bonds of gratitude and friendfhip. 

SHujAH-UD-DoWLAH was yet employed in arranging the 
affairs of the conquered province, when a diforder which had for 
fome time afflicted him, broke out with fuch violence, that he was 
obliged to retire to Fyzeabad, where he died in the month of Ja- 
huary 1775, at the age of 46 years. His death was occafioned by a 
venereal tumour, that had been unfkilfully treated by a French 
Surgeon, who adminiftered to him fo large a quantity of mercury, 
that his ftrength, then nearly exhaufted, was overpowered by the 
force of the medicine. The violence of the complaint had been 
removed by a profeffional gentleman of the brigade, who ferved in 
the Rohilla expedition ; but being called into the provinces, the 
ture was not completed. The difputes of the Vizier and the 
Englifh commanding officer, had arifen to fuch a pitch of inve- 
heracy; that though the life of the Vizier was the pledge; and 
tltimately the facrifice, he would not folicit the attendance of the 
field furgeon. | 

SHUJAH-UD-DowLau died at a period when his thirft of do- 
minion had been largely indulged, and his power had arifén per= 
haps to its meridian height. The new members of the Bengal 
Government who arrived in the preceding year,* were inimical to. 


© 1774+ 
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his public interefts, and feemed even to bear an enmity to his per- 
fon. The projects with which his mind teemed would foon have 
matured, and produced the crifis of his fortune; when he would 
either have arifen into powerful independence, or funk into a fta- 
dion lefs refpeétable than that now occupied by his fucceffor. His 
views were difclofed with fo little referve, and he perfonally gave 
fuch unequivocal teftimony of his future defigns, that his political 
charaéter was arraigned by all men of difcernment. He frequently 
told his courtiers, that after the conqueft of Rohilcund, he would 
penetrate into the territory of the Mahrattas, and take an exemt- 
plary vengeance for the ravages they had committed in Hindoftan. 
He evinced alfo an anxious defire to attain the direction of 
affairs at Dehli, and controul the remains of military power yet _ 
preferved to the houfe of Timur. But in this profpect he was 
thwarted by Nudjef Khan, who had the office of captain-general, 
-and who had acquired, by his fuccefles in the field, an extenfive 

traét of country wholly independant of the imperial authority. ; 
Tue Englifh had been taught to believe, that Shujah-ud-Dow- 
Jah, from a principle of felf-intereft, was attached to their nation; 
that aware of the infufficiency of his own ability, either to encreafe 
his dominion, or refift the attacks of an enemy, he would ulti- 
mately depend on them for protection. However juft their opi- 
nions might have been of the real ftrength and refource of this 
prince, it would appear that he himfelf held them, (efpecially 
when augmented by the conqueft of Rohilcund, and other ex- 
Z 2 pected 
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pected aids), adequate to the accomplifhment of purpofes, which 
bore no relation to an Englifh policy. His pride and ambition, 
which were exceffive, had been mortified by many acts of the 
Bengal Government ; and the reftri€tions impofed. by the Allaha- 
bad deputation, he deemed violently oppreffive, and an infringe- 
ment of the treaty that had been made by Lord Clive. But con- 
eealing his refentment with an admirable addrefs, ke diligently 
fearched for expedients to diffolve a connection which placed him 
in fo fubordinate a condition. Shujah-ud-Dowlah had felt, and 
refolved to adopt, the European difcipline. Exclufive of the French 
who were employed in forming his troops, he had folicited a fupply 
of Englith. officers to acsomplifh his purpofe. But fubfequentky 
to the application, the Government of Calcutta had been new me- 
deled, and feeing it hoftile to his interefts, he refufed the fervice of 
any perfon who: held a commiffion in the Englifh army: I have 
obtained an information, fupported by documents of fubftantial 
authority, but which I am not empowered to bring forward, that 
Shujah-ud-Dowlah, in the laft moments of his life, was actively 
employed in forming fchemes of independence, and even purfuing 
meafures to extirpate the Englith power in India. The French 
officers in the fervice of this prince, improving on his ill humour 
to the Englifh Government, reprefented. to him that an alhance 
with France might be made the effectual inftrument of emancipat- 
ing his country from controul, and enable him to profecute with 
fuccefs his {chemes of conqueft. The Vizier eagerly hearkened.to 
this 
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this language, and agreed to open the negotiation ; but the keen- - 
nefs with which he commenced it, prevented his feeing the diff 
culties which would have obftructed its purpofe. It was ftipulated 
by the agents at Oude, that a body of French troops fhould land 
on the coaft of Cambay, and marching acrofs the upper part of 
the peninfula, enter the weftern frontier of Oude. Had the Vizier 
made the experiment, he would have witneffed the impra€ticability — 
of the project, and the vifionary fchemes of thefe French adven= 
turers. But a mimitry of France, it is to be prefumed, would © 
have altogether rejected the meafure, and have forefeen that the 
attempt of conveying an European force over fo large a tract of © 
country, inhabited by powerful military tribes, who entertain a 
common jealoufy of Europeans, muft have been fruftrated by the 
furrounding impediments. The fact which is now related, ftands 
accompanied with fuch a variety of corroborating proofs, that I 
am induced firmly to believe its authenticity. Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
who felt the force of the Englifh power both in its open and con- 
cealed directions, acted- confiftently with the ftation he occupied, 
in. endeavouring to remove a preffure fo gallmg and difgraceful ; 
and had he lived until a later period, when the Englifh nation 1n 
India was encountered by a hoft of affailants, and finking under an 
accumulated load of inteftine calamities, we might. have been fe- 
verely punifhed for having too powerfully armed the hands of this 
prince. His memory, I truft, will not be injured, if I place Shu- 
jah-ud-Dowlah at the crifis adverted to, amongtt the foremoft of 
| the 
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the enemies of the Englifh; when, to the extent of his abilities, 
he would probably have been {een making {trong exertions to wipe 
off his former difgrace, and gratify a private refentment. 

Havinc marked the more con{picuous outline of the tranface 
tions of Shujah-ud-Dowlah, I will clofe it with fome defultory 
obfervations on his character, In treating of the perfonal qualities 
of this Prince, it muft be noticed, that they pertain to a native of 
Hindoftan, whofe mind, fettered by religious prejudices and the 
effects of a narrowed education, is rarely incited to the fearch of 
Anowledge. The fame actions which are coyntenanced, and even 
applauded by a Mahometan, would in the European world be often 
viewed with difguft, or fall under a fevere reprehenfion of the 
Law. .Under this preliminary fanction, it may with juftice he 
faid, that the Prince who has been the fubject of this treatife, paf- 
fefied a penetrating underftanding, and an active mind. His dif~ 
ipofition, when no grand object interpofed, had a general tendency 
to promote the welfare of his fubjects: and he was always averfe 
to acts of barren cruelty. 

In the year 1765, Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s revenue did not amount 
to more than one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, and his 
army had been fo much reduced by the effeéts of the defeat at 
Buxar, that it was incapable of defending his territory ; yet at the 
expiration of ten years, the period of his death, he held a domini- 
on which produced a revenue of three hundred and fixty thoufand 
pq; inds ; and he maintained in his fervice, one hundred .thoufand 

: fighting 
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fighting men. When it is admitted, that in the acquifition of do» 
minion, in maintaining an important ftation amongft the ftates 
of India, and in the falutary government of his country, this 
Prince difplayed an enlarged genius, it muft alfo be allowed, that 
he derived a real ftrength, and a large portion of political con 
fequence, from the intimate connection he had formed with the 
governmént of Bengal; over which, he feemed, at one period, 
to have exercifed a prevailing influence. Had Shujah ud-Dowlah 
diflélved his Englifh alliance, the fecurity of his country, and the 
execution of his fchemes, would have chiefly depended on the force 
of his army, and the ability of his officers; for he himfelf was not 
endowed with the genius of a foldier. He wanted that valour, or 
‘courage, which is ever fhewn in the event of common danger, and 
‘at every feafon which requires its exertion: but when perfonat 
ftrength, or fkill, was to decide the combat, Shujah-ud-Dowlah 
trad few equals. He rode, without fear, the moft unruly horfes.; 
he would attack with the fword, match-lock, or the bow, m the 
ufe of which weapons he was wonderfully expert, the moft furious 
‘artimal of the field: This fpecies of courage he {eerris to ‘have ac- 
quired from his fkill in the ufe of arms, -and in the ftrength and 
adtivity of his body. In fituations of indifcriminate danger; gs 
in the day of baitle, he is faid-to have been deficient in the ordf- 
‘Mary exertions of fortitude. Though Shujah-ud-Dowlah: was. the 
-ofterifible conductor of the Rohilla war, he evinced throughout 
the campaign a marked -pufillanimity ; and in the engagement 
with 
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with Hafiz Rhamut, who like a brave foldier had occupied the 
foremoft rank of the battle, Shujah-ud-Dowlah, fheltering himfelf 
in the rear, is accufed of betraying evident figns of fear, which 
were not wholly effaced, until he faw the fevered head of the Ro- 

hilla chief. | 
Like the men of rank in Afia, he was courteous and affable, 
had.an infinuating addrefs, and accomplifhed manners. Thefe 
qualifications, united with a large well-formed perfon, and a hand- 
fome countenance, gave him powerful advantages, as well in his 
intercourfe with foreign agents, as in the adminiftration of his own 
government. With a foothing flow of language he could calm 
the moft outrageous claimants, who though aware of the futility of 
the language, feldom left his prefence but under the impreflion of 
a momentary pleafure. He had acquired an extenfive knowledge 
in the practice of every {pecies of deceit, and he could perform with 
facility every character that was neceflary to conduct the various 
purpofes of delufion or treachery. Though capable of executing 
the fubtileft {cheme of intrigue, he was fubject to occafional ema- 
tions of: anger, which have frequently clouded his countenance at 
feafons when they were hoftile to his views, In his family, he 
performed the duties of a mild, indulgent parent, and a kind mafter. 
When an object of policy called for pecuniary diftribution, he 
could lavifh with a liberal hand; but generofity did not form a 
fixed part of his difpofition: He was equally rapacious in ac- 
quiring, as fordid in preferving wealth. Shujah-ud-Dowlah’s ex- 
| celles 
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ceffles in venery, which knew no controul, led him to commit 
actions derogatory from his ftation, as well as pernicious to his 
health ; and even when his diforder had produced an irrecoverable 
{tage of difeafe, he continued to indulge in a promifcuous ufe of 
women. His haram was filled with wives and concubines, to the 
number, it is faid, of eight hundred, from whom were born to 
him fifty children—Mirzah Arnany, afterwards entitled Afoff- ud- 
~ Dowlah, was the eldeft legitimate fon, and fucceeded to the entire 
dominion of Oude without tumul or oppofition. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE LETTERS. 





LETTER IX. 


Bellafpour, aad February, 178 3. 
DEAR SIR, —_ 


Berore I leave our Indian world, fet 
me, through you, make an acknowledgment for the many cordial 
marks of friendfhip, and the kind affliftance, I have received, 
throughout every ftation in the provinces. The gentlemen of 
Bengal have been long noted for their hofpitable conduct to ftran- 
gers ; and in mine own inftance, I can teftify that they amply merit 
the commendation. The reward due to a difpofition fo happily 
framed, they enjoy to a large extent; they experience thofe heart- 
felt pleafures which arife from the exercife of humane and liberal 
offices, and which ever convey an abundant recompence for the in- 
conveniencies futtained in their gratification.—Having difcharged, 

Aaz2 | to 
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to the beft of my ability, this indifpenfable duty, I proceed to give 
you air account of my journey hither. 

On the 8th of February, I left Rampour, .and arrived at Mo- 
radabad—ten cofles. This town, ftanding on the banks of the 
river Ramgunga, is fituated in the Vizier’s country, which is fepa- 
rated from the diftricts of Fyze-ullah, a few miles to the north- 
weft of it, by the river Ramgunga. Moradabad was once a place 
of diftinction ; but like many other places which once came under 
that defcription in, Hindoftan, is at this day greatly decayed. 
Having frequently feen rupees of the coinage of Moradabad, and 
thofe of a very general currency, I apprehend that an extenfive 
mint has been eftablifhed at this place. A hot bath is now amongft 
the few remains of its grandeur, in which, with great ceremony, I 
performed the Mahometan ablutions ; being received amongft my 
new brethren, as a Moghul officer, employed in the Vizier’s 
fervice. | | 

‘Earty on the next morning, I left Moradabad, and arrived, 
under an intenfely hot-fun, at the village of- Aumruah—twelve 
coffes. On the day of my departure from Rampour, I had a com- 
plete view of the lofty range of northern mountains, whofe fum- 
mits. are covered with perpetual fnows: they: extend nearly in a 
parallel from eaft to weft, and form, I fhould iniagine, the north« 
ern barrier between Hindoftan and Thibet. ‘To know the opinion 
of the people concerning this extraordinary appearance, I enquired 
of a fellow-traveller, the caufe of fo confpicuous a whitenefs. - He 

faid, 
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faid, that it proceeded from a particular fort of clay, with which 
the hills in that quarter were covered. I foon perceived that the 
tafk of explaining the real caufe would have been equally arduous 
with an attempt of making him acquainted with the properties of 
the magnetic needle; fo, exprefling my furprize at the fingular 
quality of the earth, I left him, flattered, no doubt, with the im- 
portance’ of his communication. The moft ftriking object to be 
feen at Aumruah, is the body of a notorious robber, which, fuf- 
pended by the heels from a tree, affords an ufeful fpectacle of ter- 
_ ror. Travelling is by no means attended with danger in this part 
of India, as may be proved by my example: for in no part of the 
roads from Benares to this place, though chiefly alone, did I meet 
with impediment or ill ufage ; and I fhould hold myfelf guilty of 
an injuttice, did I not unrefervedly declare, that the inhabitants 
treated me with civility, and, ufually, with kindnefs. 

On the 11th, at Chandpour—1z2 coffes. Finding the want 
of a fervant fubjected me to various inconveniences, efpecially from 
the diflike of the Serauce keepers to rub down my horfe, which is 
I believe, the only fcruple they entertain, I took into my fervice an 
old foldier, who by his own ftory had been engaged in many a 
fell encounter : nor did his figure belye it, for amongft the numer 
ous defperate marks of his profeffion, he bore one on his face which 
had wholly excavated the right eye. 

On the ith, at the village of Burroo—twelve coffes. This 
place affords no public accommodation for paffengers : but the 

pompous . 


dd FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


pompous language of the old warrior, who entitled me a Moghul 


' _ officer of the Vizier’s, going to join the army then forming againft 


the Sicques, procured a hofpitable reception; nor did he fail to 
reap the advantage of our borrowed character. _ 

Oy the 12th, at Najebabad—eleven coffes. Najeb- ud-Dow- 
lah,* who built this town, faw that its fituation would facilitate 
the commerce of Kafhmire, which having been diverted from its 
former channel of Lahore and Dehli, by the inroads of the Sicques, 
Mahrattas, and Afghans, took a courfe through the mountains at _ 
the head of the Punjab, and was introduced into the Rohilla coun- 
try through the Lall Dong pafs. This inducement, with the defire 
of eftablifhing a mart for the Hindoos of the adjacent mountains, 
probably influenced the choice of this fpot ; which otherwife is not 
favorable for the fite of a capital town, being low, and furrounded 
with fwampy grounds. About a year after the death of this chief, 
the fort of Najeb Ghur, which is contiguous to the town, was 
attacked by the Mahrattas, who had compelled Shah Alum, the 
reigning emperor, to accompany their army, The garrifon made- 
a good defence, and would fit, it is faid, have furrendered, had 
Zabitah Khan, the fon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, then lying in the 
neighbourhood with a refpectable force, moved to its affiftance. 
But without offering to face the enemy, or throw any relief into 
the fort, he croffed the Ganges, and fought fhelter in Ghous Ghur. 


® The chief who has been already mentioned in the Rohilla tract. 
Since 
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Since that period, or rather fince the death of its founder, Najeba- 
bad has fallen from its former importance, and feems now chiefly 
upheld by the languifhing trade of Kafhmire. 

_ A sMALt karavanferah, the only one in the place, being occu- 
pied, I thought myfelf fortunate in getting admittance into a 
cook’s fhop, where kabaubs * and ftewed beef were dreffed in fa- 
voury tafte, and all the news-mongers, ‘iidlers, politicians, and dif- 
banded foldiers, of the quarter, refort. Whulft I was eating my 
mefs, a boy came in and afked, if any travellers were going to 
Jumbo or Kafhniire, as the kafilah + would depart on the next 
day. On enquiring particularly into the ftate of. this intelligence, 
I learned, that about one hundred mules, laden with raw filk, and 
cotton cloths, and ‘ordinary callicoes, for the Jumbo { market, 
had already moved to the fkirts of the town. Having been fur- 
nifhed with a letter to a banker at Najeb Ghur, who has the ge- 
neral charge of difpatching kafilahs, I was introduced by him to — 
the merchants, who received me without hefitation. When in- 
terrogated on the fcore of my bufinefs, I defcribed myfelf as a Turk, 
poing to Kafhmire to purchafe fhfuls. The Turkith language 
being in thefe parts wholly unknown, and as traders of various 
nations often carry into Kafhmire bills, or fpecie only, my ftory 


* Meat minced and dreffed in the manner of what culinary language calls, ferced- 
secat balls; but kabaub, in a general fenfe, is any roafted food. 
¢ Karavan.— Kafilah is the term peculiar to India and Perfia. 
+ A town fituate about 200 miles to the S, E. of Kathmire, 
| obtained 
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obtained a general credit. After a mature confideration of the 
perfonal qualities of my fervant, which, poor fellow, had been 
- much impaired by time and adverfe fortune, they were condemned 
as altogether unfit for the fervice that lay before us; and one of 
the paflengers ill-naturedly obferved, that a man fhould have all 
his eyes about him who attempted to penetrate into Kafhmire. 
To fill up this vacancy, (for dreading the difficulties of the journey, 
he himfelf expreffed a reluctance to proceed), I had the good for- 
tune to obtain a Kafhmirian, who was at all points qualified for 
my purpofe.- He had travelled through a great part of Iadia and 
Afghaniftan, and I foon difcovered, that together with an aniiuite 
refource in every embarraffment, he poffeffed a fund of curious 
hiftory, which he did not fail to embellifh with a large fhare of 
humour and vanity. But I will fum up his eulogy, and at once 
tell you that he was, take him for all in all, one of the beft fervants 
. [had ever known ; and could I have acquired the art of qualifying 
a rather. too redundant fhare of acidity and warmth of difpofition, 
he would have proved a treafure to me.. Being well verfed 1n all- 
the fcheme of an Indian jowwney, he made the neceflary prepara- 
tions, and took on him every trouble; fo I could now freely in- 
dulge my pleafures, which centred chiefly in hearing and telling 
{tories, and f{moaking my pipe. 

On the rath, at Ramnaghur—nine coffes. This village is in 
ruins, but having a large well of water, it is ufually made the firft 
northern halting place from Vajzibabad. 

On 
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On the 15th, at Lall Dong —eight coffes. The ftation where 
Fyze-ullah, as has been noticed, took poft after the Rohilla bat- 
tle.— Lall Dong is the northern limit of this fide of the Vizier’s 
territory, which 1s feparated from Siringnaghur by a rivulet, A 
- detention at this place for the adjuftment of fome kafilah accounts, 
gives me an opportunity of drawing a fketch of the furroynding ob- 
jects, and the ceconomy of a karavan, : 

Tue country from Najeb Ghur to this adbing' is chiefly a 
waite, .over-run with low wood, and is ill fupplied with water, 
there being none in the fpace from Ramnaghur to the neighbour- 
hood of Lall Dong. ‘The inhabitants fay, that in the time of 
Najeb-ud-Dowlah, the land now overgrown with wood, was a 
cultivated plain; but fuch 1s the precarious ftate of the native ter- 
ritories of Hindoftan, from the inert difpofition which, with little 
_ deviation, pervades the body of the people, that its welfare muft 
largely depend on the ability and executive talents of one man ; 
and a fucceffion of able rulers, being a rare event in the hiftory of 
nations, we are not to wonder at the ruinous ftate into which 
many of the moft valuable provin&s of Hindoftan have fallen. 
‘But on the other hand, the efforts of an active prince, are ever 
followed by rapid fuccefs. Hiabitations are at a moderate expence 
{peedily ere€ted, and the implements of agriculture are.of fo fimple 
and eafy a conftruction, that moft hufbandmen, with a very {mall 
help of an artificer, can make their own machines. 

Tue greateft extent of plain, and that was limited, lying on 

Vor. I, Bb _ 3 the 
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the north fide of the rivulet, the kafilah encamped on the Siring- 
naghur quarter, where we were all feen bufily engaged in preparing 
for the enfuing journey of three days, which lay through a fereft. 
The weather during the day, growing now extremely hot, 1t was 
_neceflary to provide fome covering in fubftitute of atent. I there- 
fore made a purchafe of a large black kummul, or blanket, which 
being flantingly extended over a flight bamboo frame, compofed 
of a ridge pole upheld by two fupporters, and faftened below by 
fmall pins, formed a commodious and portable lodging. My bag- 
gage, correfponding with the ftrength of my horfe, was compofed 
of athin mattrafs, a quilt, acanvas portmanteau, containing a few 
fhifts of linen, which fupplied alfo the place of a pillow, and the 
aforementioned kummul. Thefe neceffaries, with an oil bag car- 
ried by the Kafhmirian, afforded a fufficient accommadation ; nor 
fhould any perfon travelling in my manner, have more equipage. 
A larger will raife unfavorable conjectures, and fubject him to fre- 
quent inveftigation, delay, and taxes. 
On the 22d, the kafilah moved, and penetrating fix coffes, 
through the mountains, b¥ a north-weft courfe, halted for the 
‘benefit of its water, near a fmall ftream. In this day’s journey, I 
had many occafions of feemg that our mules * were {trong and 
Aure-footed. It was wonderful to obferve the eafe and dexterity 
with which thefe animals, heavily laden, clambered up fteep and 


* They are brought into the northerm parts of India, from Afghaniftan. 
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rugged ‘paths. The. proprietors of the goods, chiefty. refidents. of 
Benares, Lucknow, and Furruckabad, had appointed agents to 
aecompany’ tle kafilah, who.are not the ultimate venders of the 
merchdndjzé, -but comtract to deliver it, and pay the different du- 
ties at fone deftined mart. To fhelter the packages from the in- 
clemency ot the weather, a {mall complement of tents is provided, 
as it rarely happens that a kafilah halts at any inhabited place. A 
plentiful faupply of water, and a plain for the accommodation of 
the cattle, is all that is fought for. The carriers fay alfo, that a 
plain more effectually fecures them againft theft. , } 
On the 23d, proceeded g coffes further into the foreft, and 
halted near a large water courfe. ‘This day an occurrence hap- 
pened which involved me in a ferious difficulty. The intenfe heat 
of the weather, and the fatigue of walking over a tract of deep 
fand, induced me, after paffing it, to indulge in my pipe. During 
this regale, which I enjoyed under the fhade of a tree, the kafilah 
had gone out of fight. ‘The ground in front being thickly covered 
with leaves, no appearance of a road was difcernible; and my 
horfe, when I mounted, was fo much’ alarmed, that he. would not, 
but with great reluctance, move in any direction. Whether the 
animal, from any inftinctive power, perceived the embarraffment 
of our fituation, or that its organs of fmell were fenfible of the 
effluvia which is emitted from:the body of moft wild beafts, I will. 
not prefume to determine: though I was: induced to afcribe its 
agitation to the firft caufe, having been once placed in a fimilar 
Bb2 fituation, 
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fituation, with the difference, that no’ animals of prey, or of the 
large fize, were in the neighbourhood. After traverfing the foreft 
in various directions without perceiving the appearance of tract or 
habitation, or the veftige of any creature, except great quantities 
of elephants dung, I, at length, fell into a narrow path, which 
leading through a long {pace of woody defart, brought me to a 
village; whence the people with much kindnefs conducted me to. 
our halting place. 

: Qn the 24th, at Jumah, a few fcattered houfes—four coffes. 
This hamlet lies within a mile of the Ganges, which, there, has 
nearly a fouthern courfe, and is about two hundred yards broad ; _ 
with a depth of water from ten to fifteen feet. About half a mile 
below the place of paflage, is a bed of rocks, extending from the 
eaft fide more than half way acrofs the river, on which the ftream 
breaks with fome force. The Ganges doth not here, as in your 
more happy land, roll its tide through a country {pread with fertile 
plains and populous villages, whofe inhabitants live in peace and 
plenty. Here, a thick gloomy foreft, tenanted only by the beafts 
of the field, fkirts it on thé eaftern fide; and on the other, an 
uncultivated flat, over-run with low wood. 

On the 25th, croffed the river at the ferry of Nackerghaut, 
which is about twelve miles above Hurdwar ; the kafilah being to 
remain fome days at Jumah, I quitted it, and, accompanied by 
the Kafhmirians, I-joined a fmalk party of merchants carrying 
cotton to the town of Nhan. The officer ftationed on the weftern 
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fide of the Ganges for the collection of cuftoms, laid me under a 
contribution of two rupees; alledging, that as I feemed to travel 
much at my eafe, I muft be well enabled to pay that fum. It was 
to little purpofe urging that I did not poffefs any property on which 
_ duties could be collected, or the juftice of levying a tax on a tra- 
veller. My argument was held wholly inadmiffible, and that of 
the cuftom-houfe officer being fupported by a party of match lock 
men, I gave up, with decent refignation, the unequal conteft, 
‘When the long roll of galling .taxes impofed on other nations, 
efteemed more enlightened and humane than the mountaineers of 
Siringnaghur, is confidered, we fhall probably not judge the meafure — 
rigorous, which obliges thofe riding at their eafe to contribute to 
the relief of a ftate that affords a fafeguard to their perfons by its 
falutary government. 

On the 26th, arrived at the village of Khalfawala — feven 
coffes. The kafilah halted this day on a pleafant green plain ad- 
joining to the village, and fkirted by a wood, through which a 
tranfparent ftream flowed in many a winding channel. From its 
alluring appearance, though the wedther was cold, I was induced 
to bathe; and to prevent interruption, I ftrayed into the thickeft 
part of the wood, which I found abounding in peacocks, and a 
variety of other birds, one of which refembled the common fowl, 
but of a f{maller fize, and of very active flight. 

On the 28th, at Dayrah, the refidence of the deputy of the 
Siringnaghur rajah. This {mall town, which is populous and 

| ; neatly 
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neatly built, may. be called the capital of the lower divifion * of 


_. Siringnaghur, which includes a fpace of level country lying between 


a chain of {cattered hills on the fouth, and the larger range of 
northern mountains. The Sicques have an unreftrained accefs 
into thefe parts through the fouthern hills, which are broken by 
{mall valleys; and, fearing no oppofition from Zabitah Khan, 
they can at pleafure penetrate into the lower diftricts of Siringna-- 
ghur. The chief refides at a town bearing the common name of 
the territory, which lyes, I am informed, about one hundred miles 
to the north, and by the eaft of Lall Dong. The inactivity of 
the prefent rajah has enabled the Sicques to exact from this 
country a regular tribute. Of what fuperior courage and re- 
fource was that chief of Sjringnaghur, who, in defiance of Au- 
rungzebe, the moft powerful prince of his time, proteéted the fon ¢ 
of Dara, brother of the emperor, and his deadly foe, regardtefs of 
every menace. But he fell to the facra fames auri, the moft de- 
ftructive evil, my friend, which Pandora’s box let loofe upon the 
fons of man. It hath often armed the fon againtt the father, hath 
fown diffention in the marriage bed, and broken the tye of honour, 
and the bonds of friendfhip. 

To adjuft the account of the Siringnaghur cuftoms, the kafi- 
lah halted until the rsth, when we proceeded to Kheynfapoor —= 


* It is called the dione, or low country. 
+ Said to be four thoufand rupees annually. 
t See Bernier’s account of Sipahi Sheko’s retreat into Siringnaghur. 
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fen coffes; At this place, I faw two Sicque horfemen, who had 
been fent from their country to receive the Siringnaghur tribute, 
which is colleéted from the revenue of certain cuftom-houfes. 
From: the manner in which thefe men were treated, or rather 
‘treated themfelves, I frequentiy wifhed for the power of migrating 
into the body of .a Sicque for a few weeks — fo well did thefe 
cavaliers fare. No fooner had they alighted than beds were 
provided for their sepofe, and their horfes were fupplied with 
green barley pulled out of the field. The kafilah travellers were 
contented to lodge on the ground, and expreffed their thanks for 
permiffion to purchafe what they required ; —fuch 1s the dif- 
ference between thofe who were in, and thofe who were out of 
power, | 

On the 6th of March croffed the Jumna, and halted on the 
weftern banks — eight coffes. It flows with a clear ftream to 
the fouth-eaft, and has about the fame breadth with the Ganges.* 
‘Fith abound in this part of the Jumna, as I myfelf faw; but I 
believe the adjacent inhabitants do not ufe any. means of catch- 
ing them. No cultivation is feen in the vicinity of the Jumna, 
though a fpacious plain extends on the weftern fide, and might be 
watered without much difficulty from the river. The Siringna- 
ghur territory, which here terminates, is bounded on the north 
and the north-eaft, by the diftricts of independent Hindoo Rahahs; 


_ # Itis to be noticed, that I croffed thefe rivers at the feafon of their loweft ebb. 
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on the fouth, by Oude; on the weft and north-weft, by the 
Jumna; and the fouth-weft, by the dominions of ‘the Sicques. 
From Lall Dong to the Ganges, the country forms with little in- 
} terruption a continued chain of woody hills. The elephant, 
which abounds in thefe forefts, but of a fize and quality inferior 
to that found in the Chittagong and Malay quarters, is here only 
valued for its ivory, From the Ganges to the Jumna, the road 
Jies through an extenfive valley, of a good foil, but thinly inha- 
bited, and interfperfed with wood. The food of the people is 
wheaten bread and peafe, the latter being ufually made into a foup ; 
and, believe me, that in the courfe of my life I never. eat a meal 
with a higher relifh. Vigorous health, indeed, daily Jabour, and 
a clear air, will recommend to the appetite worfe things than 
wheaten cakes and peafe-foup. The attempt to afcertain the re- 
venue of a country in which I have been fo curfory a fojourner, 
would be pref{umptuous, I will therefore generally fay, that Sir- 
ingnaghur is computed to give an annual produce of about twenty 
‘lacks of rupees. The officer on the weftern fide of the Jumna, | 
taxed me in the fum of two rupees ; alledging, that being merely 
a paflenger, and unconnected with any traffic from which an 
advantage would arife to the country, that I was taxable in 
myfelf. The fame argument being held as at the Siringnaghur 
pafs, and efteeming myfelf fortunate at falling under no minuter 

Notice, I paid the fine with pleafure, 
On the 7th, at Karidah — eight coffes: and on the 8th, at 
Coleroon 
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Coleroon — feven cofles,— hamlets of a few houfes.. Here two 
Kafhmirians, a Sunaffee,* myfelf and fervant, quitted the kafilah, 
and on the gth, arrived at Nhan — eight coffes; the refidence of 
the chief of a territory of the fame name; and who on the day of 
our arrival, made a public entry into the town after a long abfence. 
A. divifion of the Nhan country extends to the fouthward of the 
chead of the Punjab, and bordering the country of the Sicques, they 
agreeably to a conduét obferved with all their weaker neighbours, 
took poffeffion .of it. The Rajah armed himfelf to recover the 
wdiftriéts in queftion, but after a defultory warfare in which he ac- 
quired much military credit, he was obliged to fue for.peace ; nor 
~-awere® the conquered lands. reftored until he confented to remit.4 
atribute of two thoufand «rupees to a certain Sicque chief. This 
fam you will doubtlefs. deem trifling,-and:it is-fo in your country, 
where fpecie is plenty, and the mode of living conformably 
luxurious and extravagant. . But. amongft thefe mountaineers, 
‘whofe manners -are rude and fimple, who {eek for little elfe than 
“the neceflaries of life, which are produced to them in great abun- 
-danée, :this amount »is important, and to-collect it, requires even 
oppreffive exertion. 
Tue inhabitants, and the foreign merchants of the Peo were 
laid :under a fevere contribution for the maintenance,of this war ; 


* The .name-of a »Hindoo tribe, chiefly compofed of mendicants; though I have 
feen a Sunaflee conducting an extenfive commerce. 
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and the chief having now difcovered the weight which the people 
can bear, it is probable that he will continue to reap the benefit of 
the impoft, though the caufe is removed: The Rajah of Nhan 
made an entry into his capital, not as Alexander entered Babylon, 
but with fome dozen horfemen, forrily clad, and very flenderly 
mounted. Had they indeed been better equipped, both themfelves 
and horfes would have fhewn to little advantage,. after clambering 
tip at leaft fix mmles ofa fteep mountain, on.the fummit of which 
the fmall, though neat, town of: Nhan ftands. This chief, a 
_ handfome: young man, of a. bright olive complexion,. and taller — 
than the middle fize; was dreffed'in a veft of yeHow filk, and a 
red turban ; and he was armed with a fabre, a. bow, anda quiver 
of arrows. ‘Though he has made them groan with exactions, he 
is'a great favourite of the people. But he is.young and brave, - 
and he liberally difburfes what he extorts. The joy invariably ex- 
preffed by the crouds who came to congratulate his fafe return, 
gave me a fenfible pleaftre. They faluted him without noife or 
tumult, by an inelination of the body, and touching. the head with 
the right hand; hailing him at the fame time their father and pro- 
teCtor. The chief, whilft pafling, {poke to them in terms affee- 
tionate and interefting, which, like a ftroke of magick, feemed in 
an inftant to erafe every trace of grievance.. Such. were the advan- 
tages which pleafing manners and a liberality of temper, Joined to: 
the other alfuring qualities of a foldier, gave to this prince; and 
will, unfortunately for their fubjects, give to every prince of fimilar 


endowments. 
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endowments on the face of the earth. Would it not be more 
produftive of the welfare of mankind, that inftead of thefe clin- 
quant virtues, a defpotic ruler poffefled a difpofition thoroughly 
impregnated with vice ; that with his tyranny, he united cowardice 
and envy, avarice and arrogance? The fubjects of fuch a prince, 
would be the fooner impelled to break the difgraceful yoke, and 
by a fuccefsful example, promote the general caufe of civil liberty. 
A specirs of fafcination I find has now caught me, and I 
cannot quit the ground without introducing on it, which I do 
with a profound reverence for his memory, and entreating forgive- 
nefs of his fhade for claffing him in fuch company, the ilaftrioug 
Julius Cefar, who may be quoted to confirm the truth of the 
foregoing pofition. Cato’s fuppofed reflection on the character of 
- this hero, concludes with imprecating his virtues, for they had 
ruined his country. No fact of ancient or modern hiftory, has, 
perhaps, given more literary pleafure, than the life of Cefar; nor 
perhaps is any record of the ancient annals better authenticated. 
Had that great man reftored with peace, the liberty of his country ; 
had Cefar cherifhed the fire of the Roman fenate, he would have. 
had no parallel on earth. Yet, ‘ if Ceefar did wrong, he fuf- 
‘¢ fered grievoufly for it."—An exemplary humanity, of rare 
growth in his day, was the native virtue of Czfar, and is ever the 
genuine attendant of a great foul. The humane exercife of power 
throws even a luftre on characters that elfe would deferve our re- 
proach; but it adorns the foldier with unfullied radiancy, and 
Cc2 imparts 
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imparts to his laurels a bloom, which otherwife are viewed with 
horror, and exhibit only a badge of cruelty and rapine. 

On the 12th, at noon, I left Nhan, and that evening halting 
at the village of Salearinah, fituate'at the bottom of the hill, and 
four coffes diftant from the town. In this quarter I firft faw, fince 
I left Europe, fhe fir tree,* and the willow, which, as in our 
country; delights in hanging over a ftream. From the top of the 
Nhan hill, the plains of Sirhend prefent a-wide profpeét to the 
fouth-eaft, fouth, and fouth-wéft: the view to the northward is 
terminatéd at a thort diftance by fnowy mountains. Little danger 
belrig now incutred from travelling in {mall bodies, as the mouns 
tains compofe a Barrier againft the depredations of the Sieques of 
other marauders, our party from this plaée to Bellafpour was 
fmalt. ‘To affift my fervant I had entertaitied a Kafhmirian trader 
in fmall wares; Who: accompanied mé from Nujeb Ghur; and he 
was at all times a ufeful and a pleafant companion. 

‘On the 13th. at SudowWra — twelve coffes ; a village on a high 
hill of ftcep afcent. The: road. this day led through a woody and 
mountainous country, abounding, we were told, with a variety of | 
wild beafts. A tyger had newly “marked ouf path with the im- 
preflion of his feet, and being then mformed-that this creature. al- 
ways attacks animals im’ preference’ fo 'nién, I immediately difs 
mounted, and led my poor little horfe.. The tyger, and I believe 


® That fpecies of it called the Scots fie, — 
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generally, the feline fpecies, poffefs but a fmall fhare of courage, 
and: feldom openly feizes its prey ; but, lurking in concealment, 
attacks by furprife, and if unfuccefsful fteals away into a hiding 
place without returning to the onfet ; and, in contradiftin¢ction to 
the canine fpecies, whofe great ftrength lies in the jaw, the feline 
{trike their prey with the fore feet and talons. It is faid that a 
tyger having once tafted human flefh, becomes fond of it, and 
gratifies his appetite when it can be done without encountering 
any. confpicuous danger. Yet it would appear, that all animals 
liave a dread of man, which proceeding from the novelty of his 
appearance, or perhaps fome inftinctive fear of his powers of 
offence, prompts them, when not furious with hunger;! to {hun 
the conteft. — This evening, I was comfortably lodged in the front 
of ‘a Hindoo retail fhop,' where an excellent mefs of peafe and 
Wheaten cakes was ferved up to us. Pray excufe me for noting 
this domeftic concern, which is to me of great moment; for by 
fuch wholefome meals, my ftrength was unimpaired, and my daily 
progrefs made with .vigour. Covered quarters during the night 
was what» we anxioufly fought after, but did not ¢lways obtain. 
The» Hindoos, though hofpitably difpofed to travellers, are averfe 
to admitting Mahometans, whom they hold ens into any part 
of their houfes. © ur sh - tema: OGIsi igi 

On the 14th, at Lawafah —fix coffes;—a ion feattered 
houfes. This day’s journey confitted. in. climbing: fteep moun- 
tains, and er my little horfe was as aétive asa goat, I was 

| obliged, 
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abliged, from the almoft perpendicular height, to walk the greateft 
part of the way. For the benefit of fuch travellers who may come 
within your knowledge, and be difpofed to purfue my track, you: 
mutt inform them that the fhop-keeper at Lawafah is a great 

rogue, a noify wrangler, and mixes a great quantity of barley 
"with his wheat-meal. As he is the only man of his profeffion 
in the place, there is no remedy for the evil but laying in a ftock 
at Sudowra, where they will find honeft treatment, and lodging 
to boot. Though it is not very probable that this recommenda- 
tion will be of material ufe to the honeft man at Sudowra, yet I 
feel a pleafure in mentioning his goodnefs to me. 

On the 15th at Coultie — nine coffes ; — two or three fcat- _ 
tered houfes. The Nhan country 1s bounded here by the {mall 
diftri€t of Bojepour, which depends on the Bellafpour chief. — On. 
the 16th, halted on the bank of a nulla— feven coffes. Met on 
the road a Kafhmirian family, confifting of a goldfmith, his wife, 
and fome children, who were travelling to fome town on the bor- 
ders of Thibet, where they intended to fettle. 

On the 17th, at Kunda, a {mall village — eight coffés, and 
about five miles to the north-weft of Durmpour, the refidence of 
the chief of a {mall diftrict, generally fubjeét to the authority of 
the Bellafpour government. At Durmpour I paid a duty of two 
rupees for paffing my horfe 

On the 13th, at Gowrah .—nine coffes. I halted during the 
heat of the day near a water mill, the firft J had feen in India. | 

- It was 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 207 


Téewas conftragted on ‘the principle of the like machine in Europe, 
but:of more fimple mechanifm and coarfer workmanfhip. About 
two o’clock in the morning, I obferved an eclipfe of the moon, 
the body of which continued partially. fhaded for near two hours. 
_ & the evening, our little party went to a farmer’s cottage, where 
we: folicited permiffion to lodge our baggage, and to fleep under 
ene of his fheds. The farmer candidly faid, looking ftedfaftly in 
my face, which he feemed not to like, that he was apprehenfive that 
aa out-fide lodging would not fatisfy us. It was with much diffi- 
@aity he would believe that we had fought his houfe only for fhelter, 
and it was not until the Kafhmirian had fhewn him fome {mall 
wares for fale, that we were fuffered to occupy the front of his 
hous. The diftrifts of Hundah and Gowrah, are denominated 
the Barrah Tukrah.* being certain portions of territory bequeathed 
by. a. chief of Bellafpour to his younger fon, fome fifty years ago. 
Thele petty {tates are ill governed, and it is only among them that 
the traveller, from the Ganges to Kafhmire, incurs the ritk. of 
— pillaged. 

-; On the rgth, at the Village of Tayanaghur — ten coffes.. On. 
ius aoth, at Bellafpour — twelve coffes, the refidence of the Ranee 
ov female ruler of the Kalour territory. This town. ftands on the 
fouth-eaft fide of the Setloud or Sutludge, the molt cafterly of the 
five rivers, from which the name of Punjah + 18 given. to the traét of 


* A term in the Hinduee, fignifying twelve portions, 
+ A: Perfian word, fignifying five waters, 
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cqunitry extending from Sirhend to the Indus. The Setloud, a 
very rapid ftream, .is at this place about one hundred yards broad. 
Bellafpour is a well built town, ahd exhibits a regularity not eften 
feen in thefe parts. The ftreets are paved, though rather roughly ; 
and ‘the houfes, conftructed of {tone and mortar, have a neat ap- 
pearance. Kalour is bounded to the northward by the Kangrah 
.diftri&ts ; to the eattward by a large tract of country called Buf- 
-feer; to the fouthward by Nhan; and to the weftward by the 
Punjab; and its revenue is faid to amount to twelve lacks of 
rupees. On my arrival at Bellafpour, I found the Ranee engaged 
in a war with the chief of Kangrah, on the limits.of whofe country 
ther army was then.encamped. iIt-may not edify or perhaps enter- 
tain you to ‘know the caufe of this fell difpute, which however 
had taken ‘fuch poffeffion of the minds of the mountaineers, and 
-to them was fo important an event, that they feemed to think ‘the 
hills and forefts of Bellafpour the feat of -univerfal war. The 
fiege of Troy, andthe confli€ts on the Scamander, would have 
appeared as mere fkirnrithes to thefe fylvan heroes; and they pro- 
‘bably -would. have allowed -no other degree.of comparifon, than 
- that women were the caufe-of them beth. But as I myflf-became 
involuntarily interefted in ‘their ‘{tory, and having ‘little other 
matter to-communicate, ‘I-am induced to intrude a-fketch-of -it on 
eur patience, an | 
_ To deduce this eventful matter ad ove, I muft call your atten- 
tion to the Days of Achar, who is faid to.have,been the firft Maho- 
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metan prince who reduced the northern mountains of Hindoftan 
to the obedience; of the empire. Towards the northern limit of 
Kalour, is a ftrong. hold ‘on aneminence, called the Kote Kan- 
' grah, the reduction. of which detained Acbar, who commanded the 
expedition in perfon, a whole year, according to the tradition of 
this. quarters -To reward one of his officers who had fignalized 
himfelf in this fervice; he beftowed on him the captured fort, with. 
a .confiderable {pace of adjacent territory. The defcendants of this 
chief who are of the Sheah’s feét of Mahometans, continued in 
the pofieffion until the prefent period, when the Rajah of Kangrah, 
on .fome pretence, laid the diftriéts wafte, and befieged the fort. 
Unable -himfelf to repel the Enemy, the Mahometan folicited the 
aid. of the Bellafpour Ranee, who with the fpirit of a-heroine, af- 
forded {peedy and vigorous fuccour to her neighbour, whofe caufe 
fhe has already revenged by plundering. and. deftroying almoft 
every village,of Kangrah ; the chief of which now vainly afierts, 
that the Ranee, feeing his country deftitute of defence, feized, 

under, the, colour of affifting her ally, the occafion of augmenting 





her own power. | | 
Hatten, on the 21ft sil 22d, at Bellafpour. ‘Thefe wars 
did not a little derange our meafure of progrefs, efpecially as there 
was attached to the Kangrah army, through which we muft ne- 
ceflarily pafs, a body of ,Sicques, who had.imprefled, with a lively 
terror, even this fequeftered region. The two Kafhmirians, now 
Vou.1, Dd my 
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my only affociates, were aver to any motion until we fhould be ~ 
reinforced, After much entreaty they confented to accompany ute 
to the Bellafpour camp, where the probability of meeting paffen- 
gers going to tle northward, they were obliged to confels, was 
greater than in the town. But to a rooted indolericé, the common 
want of enterprize prefides over alt the actions of an Indian; and 
here let me obferve, that our pincipal fuperiority over them, will 
largely confift in attacking this weak fide. The prompt decifion 
of our councils, the vigour of action, mutt in every conteft with 
them command fuccefs. This conftitutional ina&ivity and lan~ 
guor of the mind, have been farther promoted by the ereed of pre~ 
deftination, and aftrology. A minute attention is {hewn by the 
Hatives of India to certain days, hours, and minutes. On the 
commencement of any fervice, or in the performance of even thd 
ordinaty duties of life, their conduct is regulated by the immediate 
period; .and fhould the calculator difcéver a reluctancy, of defire 
of delay in his employer, or apprehertd that his.own reputation 
might fuffer in the event, he ufwally lays a bar on the whdertaking. 
Over fuch men what advantage do we not poflefs?, Y¥et in fome 
of the late military tranfa€tions of India, we have weakened our 
claim to thofe natural and acquired powers, which Englih foldiers: 
in moft of their actions have difplayed in this country. Do not mif- 
con {true thre tendency of this digreffion, and niark me as an abet- 
“tor of the incurfions and depredations which we are occafionally 
uied 
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auled to make on the lands of our neighbours. Our condué to 
one * of them has been as unjuft as it was unwife, nor do I know 
whether to attribute the favourable conclufion of the event + to 
good fortune, or to the folly of our enemies. 

On the evening of the 23d, croffed in a ferry-boat, the Setloud, 
@ narrow deep and rapid river, full of windings, and halted at a 
{mall village oppofite to Bellafpour, though the diftance from the 
ferry was nearly two miles from the town. A Tumboo-fhall ka- 
filah had encamped on the north fide of the town on its way to 
Dehli and Lucknow, with. the proprietors of which, or rather 
their agents, I formed an acquaintance ; and through their influence 
with the collector of the cuftoms I was permitted to pafs without 
obftacle. This afliftance was the more opportune, as the Bellaf- 
pour government is deemed jealous and oppreffive. The collector 
extended his fayour eyen to a length that I had not expected, for 
he not only expedited my paflage through the Bellafpour diftriés, 
but gave me a recommendatory letter to his brother, who was the 
manager of the Kangrah cuftom houfe; The people of the Tum- 
boo kafilah were defirous of knowing my ftory,.and you alfo, per- 
haps, would with to be informed of the prefent one, certain parts 
of which, on hearing that the Turkifh language was fpoken by a 
perfon of the party, 1 compiled for the ufe of the day. God only 


* The Mahrattas 
+ The convention of Wargaum, which covered us with difgrace. 
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knows, my friend, what a varied multiplicity of fi€tions I have 
formed in the caurfe of this journey: and I have to fupplicate his 
pardon for the fabrication, as well gs to lope for your acquiefcence 
in the neceffity. ‘The tenor of ‘my ftory-fets forth, that'I was by 
birth a Turk, and -had come when young to India, where F was 
taken into the houfe of a perfon of diftin&ion who had brought 
me.up. ‘hat from my long refidence in India I had forgotten 
my native language, and that my profeflion had been chiefly that 
of a foldier, which quitting on a difguft, I had colleGted my little 
property and become a travelling merchant. The ftory, ‘not very 
complex, poffeffed plaufibility fufficient to procure common belief, 
and I myfelf had entered. fo warmly into its fpirit, that I began 
to believe it. I muft here inform you, that having been feen two 
or three times writing on the road, I was told by one of the paf- 
fengers that it was an European cuftom, and a very ufelefs one. 
The remark alarmed. me, but I told him without much hefitation, 
that I had been. always accuftomed to write my current expences, 
.that at the:end of the year I might afcertain the amount, and not 
exceed my income. My remarks were ufually noted in a rude Per- 
fian character, but whilft I was writing an Englifh letter from 
this place, a Kafhmirian who was fitting near me, and who had 
formerly ferved on board one of our country fhips, obferved, that 
I wrote from the left to the right in the European manner: but on 
being told that the Turks ufed the fame method, he feemed fatis- 


fied. From an inattention to one of the forms of my new cna- 


racter, 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 213 


racter, inftead of fitting down, as the Afiatics invariably do in the 
performance of urinal evacuation, I ufed occafionally to ftand up- 
right ; and being feverely reprehended for this uncleanlinefs, I al- 
ledged that the habit was not uncommon amongft foldiers, who 
from the hurry of fervice, and their diffipated courfe of life, 
make many deviations from the rules of decorum. But the want 
of penetration, or the good humour in which we lived together, 
has prevented my companions from feeing through my difguife, 
which I now entertain fanguine hopes of preferving to the end of 
my journey. | 
| I am, dear Sir, 
~ Your’s, &c. && 


LETTER 
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LETTER X. 


gad Nourpour, 1783. 
DEAR SIR, , 


Ow the 22d of laft month, I had the plea- 
fare of defcribing to you my journey from Lall Dong to Bellaf- 
pour, and I can now with pleafure fay, that unhurt by the Sic- 
ques, tygers, or thieves, I am fafely lodged in Nourpour, the prin- 
cipal town of a diftrict of the fame name. From the weftern bank 
of the Setloud, we proceeded on the 24th of March to the village 
of Comour Hattee, eight coffes. An Hattee, which in the language 
, of this country fighifies retail fhop, affords the beft accommodation 
for a traveller, and I always endeavoured to make one my halting 
place. There I procured wheat, wheat-meal, peafe, and ghee,* of 
which 1 my common fare’ is compofed, and by thé applying in civil 
terms, the fhop keeper commonly indulged me with the ufe of the 
front part of his flop. 

On the sth, in. the Bellafpour sie fala o cole’ It wil not 
demand t the pen of Homer to defcribe the different powers which 


* Butter boiled, in which ftate it is always ufed for culinary purpofes in India. 
| formed 
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formed this camp; their ftrength, the names and characters of 
their leaders, or the fituation of the ground which they occupied : 
fuffice it to fay, that about 300 horfes, and 8000 foot-men, armed 
with match-locks, {words, {péats, and tlutis, were huddled together 
on two fides of a hill, in a deep ftate of confufion and filth. Having 
refided for the fpace.of four months in this {pot under {mall fheds 
made of the boughs of trees, you will naturally fyppofe, that the 
effects refulting from the fituation could neither have been plea- 
fant or falutary. In all, were foyr very ordinary tents, one of which 
was “occupied by the generaliffimo, a brother, and I believe an elder 
one, of the late chief of Bellafpour ; for the oider of facceffion i in the 
line of primogeniture, is not at this day ftrictly adhered to in India, 
either amongit the Hindoos, or Mahometans. This perfonage, 
from age, being incapable of performing any active duty, had, ap- 
pointed a younger brother to the executive command. The Ranee, 
with her fon, a youth of about ten years of age, anda favourite 
- Sunnaffee, had retired during the war to an adjacent fort, where 
fhe directed the general operation of the war. Having entered thys 
far into the hiftory. of Bellafpour, I will “proceed to explain fome 
parts of the ftory of this lady, which as they tend to place female 
conduct in a diftinguifhed point of view, I embrace the occafion 
with pleafure. And here permit me to declare with a fervent fin- 
cerity, and an honourable fenfe of the dignity of character to 
which I afpire, that I am a zealous friend of women, and that 
as far as the offering of my mite will contribute to their aid, or to 

a difplay 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS: e17 


a difplay of their various merit, it fhall be held forth with a wil- 
_ hand. . 

'  Quirrine thefe encomiums on myfelf rather than on the fex, I 
am to inform you that the Bellafpour Ranee, on the death of the 
late chief, which happened about three or four year ago, declared 
herfelf the guardian of her fon, and regent of the country. She 
wis oppofed in this purpofe by her hufband’s brother, the perfon 
who now commands the army; and fhe had alfo to combat the 
many difficulties incident in this country to her fex, the moft em- 
berraffing of which was a preclufion from public appearance ;_yet 
balling every attempt made to fubvert her authority, the firmly 
eftablithed herfelf in the government.® The event of the Ranee’s 
fyegefs, brought on the confinement of her competitor ; but after 
a Syort time, during which he experienced a lenient treatment, he 
wie releafed. This dame of spirit, who hath evinced {trong traits 
of difpofition ‘fitted for conducting either military or civil {chemes 
and who hath hitherto been fortunate in them, is at this day en- 
thralled by the force of love. Whether this | paffion is to be claffed 
amongft the alloys of our virtues, according to the do@trine of 
the moft rigid moralifts, or whether it heightens the luftre of thofe 


_-® Tg has already been obferved in the letter on Hindoo mythology, that amongft 
the Hindoos a woman on the demife of the hufband becomes an inefficient member in 
the family, but in the prefent day this ordinance is often over-ruled by the intervention’ 
of power, wealth, or intrigue. In this note it may not be improper to mention, that 
@he Hindoos ufe the epithet, “ widowed,” as defcriptive of futiliey, or of any con- 
temptible and ‘hugatory act. 


Vou. I. Ee already 
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already poffeffed, and even creates good qualities in us, as the ele~ 
gant Yorick has advanced, are queftions fubmitted, with a due 
deference to the intricacy of the fubject, to thofe who are {killed 
in the extenfive paflion of love. The objeét of this lady’s favour 
I faw, and the choice fhe has made is a proof of good tafte. He 
is a young handfome ‘Hindoo, of a religious tribe, who, contrary 
to the ufage of his fe&t, which is founded on rules almoft as vere 
as thofe of the Carthufians, drefles gayly, and in the Mahometan 
fafhion. From a certain levity, though politenefs of manners, 
fet off by the delicate fancy of his apparel, you at the firft elance 
proneunce him a favourite of the women. Such aré the changes 
which love can produce, even among{t a people who obferve their 
religious ordinances with a fcrupuloufnefs irreconcileable to-com- 
ion fenfe, and which in fome inftances border on grofs abfurdity.® 
Thus much for the Ranee of Bellafpour, to whom be ail fuccefs f 
I wow learned that my progrefs. towards the Kangrah army, 
would without the protection of- dn efcort, be attended: with- 
‘much fifk. In order to procure fo effential an accommedation I 
waited on the commander in chief, then fitting under a banian tree, 
and attended by his principal officers, the greater part of them clad 
in native buff. Some new levies were pafling in review before 
him, that had come in from the country, or rather the woods; 


* In the neighbourhood of Benares is a fect of religious Hindoos, who it is faid for- 
bear making any ufe of their hands, even on the mo& ne occafions ; but are fed 
and affifted by others, 


for 
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for they bore a ftrong refemblance to the defcription given in hea- 
then ftory of the fatyrs, fawns, and other branches of the fylvan 
raée.;: nor do I thmk that all the powers of a Pruffian drill fer-. 
jJeant, extenfive aa.they are, could have impreffed on them a com- 
petent knowledge. of ‘miktary difeiphme. On -approaching the 
chief, I made him an offering of a rupee, laid on the corner of my 
yet. “¥ou will be pleafed to notice, that. the piece of money is; 
pot to bei placed on the naked hand, but om a handkerchief, or 
fome part of the garment held out for that purpofe ; and ‘though 
the fuperior fhall be difpofed to favour the client, yet from.mo- 
tivés of generofity, or an attention to his condition, it often haps 
pens, that. he does not take the offering, but. touches it with his 
Enger. 'Tlte honour ts thien fappofed to be:conferred, and the hope 
of obtaining protection or affiftance,. if fought for, i entertamed, 
"Fhe ehief received me with: ¢isthtly, aid complied with the requefh, 
that owr party might be permitted to.accompany the firft meflenger 
whe faould be difpatched: inte the Kangrah camp; anc he.alfo in- 
timated, that fome letters which were preparing, would: foon' be 
forwarded. He: looked obliquely at: my offering, which he touched, 
but would. mot receive. “A.day on two. afterwards, I difcovered: this 
mountaineer to be compofed: of .the. fame materials, which with 
few: deviations form the:comnvon:difpofition of the natives of India. 
Qn ‘vifiting him a fecond. time;- attended. only: by: the cotewaul,® 


*# An.officer of police. 
Ee2 (alfo 
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{alfo the afting mafter of ceremonies), I was told that I might’ 
prefent my offering, which being an Alum Shahee rupee,* a coin 
of rather an inferior value in this quarter, I was received with a 
frown, and my money underwent a ftrict examination. Would. 
you not imagine that I had been bargaining with a Jew pedlar, 
mftead ‘of conferring with the chief of a country? Though I was 
mortified at beholding among us fo glaring a meannefs and want 
of decorum, yet as a trait of national character was difdofed, I 
received fome fatisfaction in obtaining fo unequivocal a teftimony 
ef it. In further proof of the inconfiftency of conduct, as well as 
a want of fortitude in the people of this country, I am induced to 
relate to you an event, (though foreign to the immediate purpofe 
of this letter) that came within my own knowledge. At the time 
when the Mahometans were ‘driven from Kattuck, the chief of 
that territory fled to Bengal, where: having expended the amount 
ef the treafure and moveables that had been preferved, he went to 
the coaft of Coromandel, and was recetved into the lift of pen- 
froners maintained by the Navaub of the Carnatic. During the 
regular payment of the allowance, this man enjoyed eafe ; and by 
the fhew of a palanquin, and a refpectable retinue, he maintained 
a certaii ftate. ‘The provifion’ which the Navaub at that time 
found it expedient to make for penfioners of a higher order, caufed 
a deduction from the ftipend of his Kattuck dependant, who thea 


* A rupee ef the prefent reign. 
lad 
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{aid down his palanquin, and purchafed a fmall horfe. This was 
doubtlefs a mortifying degradation ; but the cup of his forrow was 
not yet full: for on a greater reduction, and at length, a total 
abolition of the penfion, this poor man lofing fight of the character 
he had fupported, and blinded by a vanity which difcouraged all 
induftrious exertion for a livelihood, became notorioufly. addicted 
to fraud, and petty-thefts; and was fcarcely faved from an igno- 
minious end. I have quoted thefe examples, thinking them more 
conclufive in conveying to you a knowledge of character, than 
any fpeculative obfervation. But when the mind at an early 
period, is not accuftomed to behold and admire examples of 
integrity and honor, or taught to fhun with horror and contempt 
the habits of vice; on the contrary, when the inftruction giver 
to youth, tends to appreciate the duties of life by the performance 
of futile ceremonies, and the ftudy. of legends pregnant with 
fable, or violent prejudices, we are not to wonder at {uch atts of 
depravity. : . 
Tue flies tormented me fo much in the Bellafpour army, that 

I could not but with difficulty fecure my food from their vile at- 
tacks. A. certain quantity of poifon I believe is contained in the 
body of an Indian fly, for on {wallowing it, a naufea and vomiting 
almo%t immediately fucceed.. I had imagined that the ficknefs 
might proceed from the motion of the infect in the ftomach, but 
on examining one after it had been difcharged, I perceived it withe 
eut life, though but a very fhort time deprived of its natural air, 
The 
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The intenfe heat of the ftomach indeed, mutt oe caufe the 


fuffocation of fo {malt an animal. 

Our fituation in the Bellafpour camp was difgufting and n- 
commodious.- The heat was in the extreme, with a campound of 
fmells arifing from the filth of the people, that grofily tainted the 
air: and I became fo anxious to efcape, that I had deteumined! to 
embrace any mode of operation which might lead toa change af 
quarters. This eagernefs had almoft produced ai meafure, which 
probably would have caufed a material failure of my plan. Two 
meflengers. who were to. convey propofals of peace to the Kan- 
grah camp, promifed to conduct our party thither in fafety, and I 
had refolved to commit myfelf to their charge, though much opr 
pofed by my affociates, who decidedly fad, that thefe men would 
betray us. ‘Fhe chief’s chobedar,* a. brother Mahometan, alfo 
endeavoured to imprefs me with an Ul opinion of thefe meffengers. 
Had they formed any fcheme of mifchief,.it was happily fruftrated 
on the evening previoufly to our intended departure, by the arnnval 
of a drove of affes, laden with iron, who were: purfontg our ‘route. 
On the 29th, the joint party moved, and-had.agrived at the: boun- 
dary of Bellafpour, eight miles. diftant from. the camp, when our 
troubles came thick upon. us. ‘Fwo of the Kangrah Rhorfemen ap- 
peared in- front, and pafling me, went towards the rear, where 
they plundered the ironmengers to the amount of one hundred 


‘* A perfon who carries.a filver ftick before men ia high flatien. 
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rupees, which is accounted a large fum in thefe parts. They 
feized alfo on a Kafhmirian, who was lagging behind, and were in 
the act of ftripping him, when he loudly cried out, which was 
not true, that he was my fervant, and that I was a perfon of fome 
diftinétion. This intelligence induced the horfemen to follow me; 
but on approaching, one of them obferved that 1 had the appear- 
ance of a baila audimee,* and fhould not fuffer any moleftation ; 
that only ftragglers, and fingle travellers fell under their notice. 
Seeing them difpofed to this civil treatment, I procured the Kafh- 
mirian’s releafe, as alfo that of my own fervant, who had come 
up during the parley, and had beén likewife taken into cuftody. 
It was, I believe, a fortunate event for the pnifoners that I re- 
turned, for our cavaliers were then in queft of prey, nor did they 
Seem nice in the diftinétions of perfons ;*for whilft I remained, 
fome ftray paflengers were laid under contribution, from one of 
whom, an afs driver, they took a pau of fhoes. We were in- 
formed that two. hundred Sicques who had been lately entertained 
in the Kangrah fervice, would foon appear. Aware of the licen- 
tious manners of the difciples of Nanock,+ efpeciatly when em- 
ployed in foreign fervice, 1. would then willingly have facrificed a 
moiety of my property to have had the other fecured. There was 
no other remedy than alfluming the look of confidence and eafe, 


* In the Hindoftany language, any perfon above the ordinary clafs, is fo de- 
Nominated 
+ The founder of the Sicques. 
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which, Heaven knows, ill correfponded with my heart: fo pufhing 
my horfe into a quick trot, I was {peedily conveyed into the midft 
of this formidable corps, who received me very attentively, but 
without offering any violence. Imagining our approach to have 
been that of the enemy, the Sicques were preparing for the fight, 
to which they loudly exclaimed, in the tone of religious ejacula- 
tion, that their prophet had fummoned them. In token of re- 
fpect, I had difmounted, and was leading my horfe, when a Sicque,; 
a {mart fellow, mounted on a active mare, touched me in paffing. 
The high: mettled animal, whether in contempt of me or my 
horfe, perhaps of .both, attacked us fiercely from the rear, and in 
the affault, which was violent, the Sicque fell to the ground. 
The action having commenced on the top of a hill, he rolled with 
great rapidity to the bottom of it, and in his way down, left be- 
hind him his matchlock, fword, and turban: fo compleat a dea 
rangement I feared, would have irritated the whole Sicque body ; 
but on evincing the fhew of much forrow for the difafter, and 
having affiduoufly affifted in invefting the fallen horfeman with 
his fcattered appurtenances, I received general thanks. 

My good fortune, which had this day repelled a feries of 
perils, conveyed me in fafety to the camp of the Kangrah, or as 
he is often called, from a more ancient name of his country, 
the Katochin chief. We regaled ourfelves this evening with 
great joy, having fuffered from hunger as well as fatigue, though 
ave had only travelled about fixteen or feventeen miles. A {mall 
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body, chiefly of horfe, was ftationed at this camp; the greater 
part of the forces under the command of the Rajah, being em- 
ployed in the fiege of Kote Kangrah. The common road to Jumba 
from hence, lay through Nadone, the principal town in the Kane 
grah country, and through the diftrict of Huriepour; but thefe 
places being then overrun by the Sicques, we were obliged to de- 
viate from the ufual track,’ and proceed to the weftward, It is td 
be feared that thefe turbulent mountaineers, the difturbers of their 
folitary abode, will ftir up fuch commotions in their land, as to _ 
wholly fhut up this road, the only fecure one from India to Kath< 
mire, or render the paflage fo precarious, that no advantage wilt 
compenfate the rifk.* | 
On the 30th, we moved, and joining the kafilah of the iron. 
merchants again, accompanied it to Sooree — fix coffes : —a fmall 
village, of which moft of the carriers were inhabitants. The*hakt 
was made at this village from a defire of the carriers to fee their 
families, for it was at the diftance of a full day’s journey out of 
their road. To the eaftward of Soaree, which lies in a valley, wé 
croffed a ridge of high and fteep mountains. | 
- On the 31ft, at Bompal — four .coffes : — a {mall hamlet fitu- 
ated on aneminence. This day’s journey was made fhort for the 
accommodation of the iron merchants, who went to the Kanerah 
camp to attempt the recovery of the property which the Sicques 


® This apprehenfion has been fince verified. 


- Vor. I. Ff had 


226 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


had plundered; but they returned without redrefs, and now feemed 
anxious to leave the country ; as inftead of procuring a reftitution 
or payment, farther demands had been made. All this night, I 
was expofed to a continued and copious rain — and here let me 
obferve, with fincere thanks for the blefling of a hale conftitution, 
that though I have, in the courfe of this journey, endured much 
feverity of weather, my health has hitherto received no injury. 

A CONTINUANCE of the rain detained us at Bompal until the 
ad ef April, when we arrived at Chumbah —eight coffes: —a 
fmalt village, depending on the chiefship of Jeffoul. At a fhort 
difiance from Bompal, we were ftopped by the collector of Na- 
done, who had come three miles from his houfe, in defiance of the 
troubled ftate of the eountry, to receive from us a toll duty of a 
few pence. At about mid-way on the right hand fide of the road 
4g feen 2 place of Hindoo worfhip, at the foot of which runs the 
‘Byas Gunge,* with a rapid ftream of about one hundred yards 
broad.+ A great part of the road from Bompal to Chumbah lay 
through a valley, watered by the Byas, on the north fide of which 
is feen the level and fertile diftris of Huriepour. The territory 
of Kangrah, or Ktochin, is limited on the north, and north-weft 
by Huriepour; on the eaft by Chumbay; on the fouth by Ka.- 
lour; and on the weft by the Punjab. The ardinary revenue, 


* The fecond of the Punjab rivers from the Eaftward. 
+ The current runs to the left. 
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eftimated at feven lacks of rupees, has beeri much diminifhed by 
the chief’s alliance with the Sicques, who fpread deftruction wher- 
ever they go. Thefe marauders afe now acting the part of the 
man whom fable reprefents to have been invitcd by the horfe, to 
aid his conteft with the boar; and you know the ufes to which 
the thoughtlefs horfe was applied, when victory was decided in fa- 
vour of the combined forces. 

Tris day, our little party which had been joied in the Bel- 
lafpour camp by the Kafhmirians, refolved, from a dread of the 
Sicques, who had invefted the common track, to quit the kafilah, 
and through detached paths endeavour to reach Jumbo. A native 
trader of India, it is to be obferved, holds his time in {mall efti- 
mation, and would rather halt for two or three months, than incur 
even a common rifk. > 

On the 3d, at Dada— ten coffes ; dependant on the chief of 
Sebah. From a ftream running through the village, we procured _ 
fome excellent fifth, of the fize and fomething of the tafte of trouts. 
This diftri€t, by its approach to the head of the Punjab, lies 
wholly at the mercy of the Sicques, who are I think the plaineft 
dealers in the world. The fort of Sebah,* ftanding pleafantly on 
the brink of a rivulet, lay on our road; and in paffing it, I faw 


* Situate about three coffes to the fouth-welt of Dada, and the only fortified refi« 
dence I have feen among the mountains, The vicinity of the Punj.b has perhaps in- 
duced the mountaineers to fortify this place. 
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two Sicque cavaliers ftrike a terror into the chief and all Ins 
people, though fhut up within their fort. They had been fent 
to collect the tribute which the Sicques have impofed on all the 
mountain chiefs from the Ganges to Jumbo ; and, offended at the 
delay of the payment, thefe high fpoken men were holding to the 
_ affrightened Hindoos, that ftyle of language, which one of our 
provincial magiftrates would direct at a gipfey, or fturdy beggar. 
Indeed, my friend, no ordinary exertion of fortitude, no common 
fhare of philanthropy is required, to wield with temper the rod of 
power; which, from the frailty of his nature, man is ever inclined 
to ufe with feverity. Yet furely when he looks into himfelf, he 
will fee many a ftrong reafon to qualify its ftroke. From a fpirit 
of impatience, which having lonz’ actuated me, I am induced to 
think is innate, I quitted my companions, and going about a mile . 
in front, fell in with a horfeman, who:had much the appear- 
ance of a freebooter; but being well armed, and evidently the 
ftronger man, I did not apprelrend any rifk from a rencounter, 
Seeing me a flranger, and from the quality of my equipment, a fit 
fubject for plunder, he ftopped me, and in a peremptory manner, 
afked my occupation, and place of abode. My anfwers were 
neither explanatory nor gracious, and my departure abrupt, though 
he had expreffed a ftrong defire of farther communication ; and 
feemed offended at the unconcern of my deportment. About a 
quarter of a mile farther on, I met a Sicque horfeman, well armed, 
who was evidently in fearch of adventure. After reconnoitring 
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me attentively, and apprehending, I imagine, that a conteft would 
be of doubtful event, for my fword was long, and my countenance, 
by the air J had affumed, fierce, he politely faluted me, and paffed. 
The perfon whom I firft faw, had halted, and on the junction of 
the Sicque, a council was held by them on the fubject of my 
moveables ; the refult of which was to return and take them from 
me. My companions who gave me this information came up 
while thefe men of the blade were communing on the plan of at- 
tack, and an eclairciflement took place. They difcovered that 
thefe footmen, four.in number, were affociates of him, whofe pro- 
perty they intended to invade ; and naturally concluded, that howd 
ever decided the odds of two to one might have been, fo great an 
additional ftrength to our party, would manifeftly turn the chances ; 
. and, fwayed probably by this forcible argument, they gave us ho 
moleftation. | a 
On the 4th at Tulwara, —ten coffes ; a village in the diftric 
of Dutar, where the Sicque chief has erected a fmall fort, and 
holds the adjacent territory. ‘Fhe country to the fouthward now 
affumed a level afpect, which to me had an effect inexpreffibly | 
pleafing ; for my eye had long been difgufted, and, I may fay, 
imprifoned, by mountain piled on mountain, till the higheft pierced 
the clouds. The diftrict of Dutar, or Dutarah, extends on the 
interior fide of the Punjab hills, through which our late fouthern 
inclination had penetrated. In this day’s journey, our party was 
reduced to the Kafhmirian trader and myfelf; three Kafhmirians, 
who 
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who had joined our party in the Bellafpour camp, went on before, 
and my fervant lagged behind. In the evening, having reached 
the bottom of a hill, we obferved a body of horfemen defcending 
in our read. The fight of thefe men, who were immédiately 
imown to be Sicques, gave a ferious alarm ; and on their near ap- 
proach, I depofited, unnoticed by my companions, my little pro- 
perty of bills and cafh in an adjacent bufh. But we had formed 
am unjwt opinion of thete cavaliers; and I am to think myfelf 
fingularly fortunate, in being enabled in two inftances to place 
their conduét in a favourable point of view. This party, con- 
figing of about two hundred, many ef whom were Mahometans, 
was then marching into the Hurriepour diftrKt. Summoning an 
affected compofure of countenance, we affected to fmoke our pipes, 
from which fome of the Mahometans took a whiff ez paffant, and 
at the fame time gave us an affurance of protection againft any ill 
defigns of theu affociates; for notwithftanding the looks we had 
borrowed, they muft have feen much embarraffment in them. 
After their departure, I took my valuables out of the buth without 
the obfervance of my companion, who was tran{ported with joy at 
the eftape, fwearing, by his beard, that on reaching our evening 
quarters, he would ofter up to Mahomet, or to his national faint 
Mucdoom Saib, two-pennyworth of brown fugar, in thankfgiving 
for the extraordinary prefervation. We met many of the Sicque 
{tragglers, who are always the moft mifchievous ; thefe we directed 
to fpeedily join their companions, who, we faid, had ftrictly en- 
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joined us to give fuch dire€tions ; and this pretended meffage gave 
us fome credit; for feeing we had not been plundered by their 
party, they followed the fame meritorious example. 
Aa@itaP-KEEPER accommodated us with a convenient lodging 
at Tulwara, where, being joined by my fervant, who had likewife 
been involved in the dangers of the day, though he had carefully 
preferved the remains of the fifth that had been procured at Dada, 
a fumptuous feaft was ferved up, and joyoufly partictpated. The 
truth of this remark will be readily acknowledged by thofe, who, 
from the like adventures, have reached m the evening a fafe ree 
treat. My friend, who faithfully performet! the tenor of his pra» 
mife, reprobated my imfenfibility of the providential interpofition 
that had been made in our behalf. It was im vain to urge the 
merits of internal prayer, or to aflert, that I had already offered 
unfeigned thanks for our efcape, which I trufted would not be 
the lefs. acceptable from the want of fugar. This being a doctrine 
wholly repugnant to his creed, which exifted only in noify and 
oftentatious ceremany, I drew on mylfelf a further fevere reproach. 
On the sth at Badpour — feven coffes: a populous village in 
the Nourpour diftrict. About two coffes to the eaftward of Bad- 
pour, we croffed at the Rhay Ghaut, or Puttun,* in a ferry-boat, 
the Byas Gungah, and came into the Jumbo road,. which in this 
quarter has not yet experienced the depredation of the Sicques. 


® The name of a ferry in fome parts of the Punjab. 
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On the 6th, at Gungatau —ten coffes. In the paflage of a 
rivulet near this village, the horfe, in fuddenly {topping to drink, 
threw me headlong into the water, where among the reft of my 
chattels, a bill on Jumbo was thoroughly drenched: nor @as this 
the firft injury it had received. 

On the 7th, at Nourpour; the refidence of the chief of a dif- 
trict of the fame name. This town fituate on the top of a hill, 
which is afcended by ftone fteps, has the appearance of opulence . 
and induftry. Towards the fouth-eaft the country is open and of 
a pleafant afpeét, to which a winding ftream of fine water gives 
additional beauty. Mountains that have already made my eyes 
ach, contract the view to the weft and north ; but thefe have their 
ufes; and having experienced an effential one, not to give it a 
place would be ungenerous, The heat of the fun now growing 
intenfe would have been feverely felt, had not the wind which came 
from the north-weft received a cool refrefhing quality from the 
{nows which on that quarter cover the hills; and had it not been 
for a like favourable fituation, the refidence in the Bellafpour 
camp, the remembrance of which makes me fhudder, might have 
proved fatal to us, 

On a plain adjacent to the town of Nourpour, was encamped 
a Jumbo kafilah, chiefly the property of Sunaflees,* and configned 


* Though this fect, conformably to the tenets of their doctrine, ought to renounce 
or never engage in the affairs of the world, yet many of its members have become 
merchants, foldiers, and flatefmen, 
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to the Dehli market. From thefe people I learned, that the chief 
of Jumbo was much embarraffed in his finances, from a deftruétive 
war he had entered into with the Sicques: that to raife fupplies 
he had levied a general contribution on the inhabitants of the 
city; and that his exa¢tions had induced many of the principal 
merchants to abandon the place.’ The Sunaffees had employed in 
their fervice two or three Kafhmirians, who are men of an uni- 
verfal occupation, and endowed with unwearied patience and aéti- 
vity in the caufe of gain. They told me that I fhould incur a ma- 
nifeft ‘rifk in going to Jumbo, at a time, when the appearance of 
perfons of any property, attracted the notice of government: an 
information then more alarming, as my bufinefs at Jumbo required 
a perfonal attendance. Whilft I am writing of Nourpour, it may 
not be fuperfluous to mention, that a refpectable merchant named 
Daud Khan, a native of the Punjab, refides in that town. He 
had lived many years at Jumbo, but having felt the oppreffion of 
that government, he has taken refuge in Nourpour, where he en- 
joys, with a moderate fecurity of property, the benefit of a fine 
air and a plentiful country; and fhould any of our countrymen 
come this way in the Mahometan character, they may be confi- 
dently affured of deriving conveniency, from an acquaintance with 
Daud Khan. 

On the 8th, halted. On the oth, at the village of Bunguree— 
eight coffes. My fervant, from a cold and a conftitutional weaknefs in 
his breaft, which he faid had long afflicted him, was this day {carcely 
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able to walk. I am now fearful that the burthen he was loaded 
with, wag too heavy a one, and I am alfo to accufe myfelf of not 
alleviating its weight, by an exercife of thofe offices of kindnefs, 
which the law of humanity, as well as the ufages of fervitude, 
efpecially in the Afiatic world, obliges a mafter to fhew his fervant, 
the more fo if he is a good one; and to fay that this follower of my 
fortunes was not a good fervant, would be an unworthy attempt to 
exculpate, at the expence of his character, my frequent neglect. 
But fhould I ever be enabled to recompence his worth, the act fhal} 
be claffed among thofe of my beft deeds. I ufed to fortify my oc- 
cafional diffatisfaction at him, by enlarging too rigoroufly on the 
petulance of his temper; but I hold the reafon no longer valid, nor 
will it atone for the compunétion I feel, when I recall to my mind 
the many affectionate fervices which the honeft fellow performed 
in the courfe of a laborious journey. 

Tue diftricts of Nourpour on the north, are bounded by the 
river Rawee; on the eat by the Chambay * country ; on the weft 
by fome fmall Hindoo diftricts, lying at the head of the Punjab. 
and by the river Byas; and on the fquth by Huriepour. The re- 
venues of Nourpour are calculated at four lacks of rupees, and it 
would feem that it enjoys a {tate of more internal quiet, is lefs mo- 
lefted by the Sicques, and governed more equitably than any of 
the adjacent territories. ; 


* A mountainous territory of large extent. - 
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On the roth, at Plaffee —ten coffes: — a imall village in the 
Biffouly diftri¢t. About eight miles to the north-weft of Bun- 
guree, and oppofite to the fort of Biffouly, croffed the Rawee,* 
which is about one hundred and twenty yards in breadth, and very 
rapid. In the ferry-boat were two Sicques going to the fort, of 
which, a detachment they belonged to, had taken poffeffion, in 
confequence of being called in to the affiftance of the Biffouly 
chief. Though this be the invariable refult of every connection 
made with the Sicques, the infatuated mountaineers never fail to 
feek their aid when engaged in war. A _ bordering chief had in- 
vaded the Biffouly diftniéts, plundered the inhabitants, and burned 
their villages, before any oppofition was made. The Sicques were 
called in to repel the enemy, and defend the fort of Biffouly ; but 
after performing the required fervice, they became pleafed with 
- their new fituation, and refufed to relinquith it. : 

A quick progrefs through this country, and avoiding the 
track of the Sicques, were ftrongly, though unneceffarily, recom- 
mended to us. The boatman at the ferry of Biffouly, though a 
brother Mahometan, made an exorbitant demand of hire, which 
was confiderably leffened by the interference of the Sicque horfe- 
men, who faw the impofition, and had only to make known their 
will to effect obedience. The journey of this evening, folitary and 


dreary, gave a wrong bent to every {pring of the imagination, 


* The Rawee is the Central Punjab river, and runs near the city of Lahore. 
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which fullenly refufed to receive one chearful or pleafing idea. If 
fuch did begin to fhoot forth, the profpeét of a deferted village, a 
defolate country, immediately deftroyed it, and introduced :n its 
ftead, thofe pregnant with the horrors and miferies of war. Great 
God! that the common evils of life fo abundantly. heaped on our 
heads, fhould not be felt as already too grievous, without the wilful 
encounter of additional mifchiefs! This propenfity in the nature 
of man, indicates a difpofition at once deftructive of the purpofes 
which he feems defigned to execute, and difgraceful to the intel- 
leéts he fo amply poffefles. 

An obliging houfe-keeper in the village of Plaffee, accommo- 
dated me this evening more agreeably than I could have expected. 
His little tenement was compofed of materials that had refifted the 
late conflagration of the country, and he had, with his family, re- 
fumed the quiet pofleffion of it. Seeing me oppreffed and languid, 
from the effects of a fever, which had feized me on the road, he 
procured me a bed, and gave me every¥ nourifhment which his 
houfe afforded. | 

On the rith, at the village of Buddoo — ten coffes; the re- 
fidence of a petty chief, tributary to Jumbo. This day an annual 
fair was held at an adjacent hamlet, which being near our road, 
we mixed with the numerous fpectators of the feftival. The good 
humour and mirth accompanying this meeting exhibited a ftrong 
contraft to the fcene of yefterday, and defcribed, in lively colours, 
the various bounties which flow from peace. Among the diver- 
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fions of the day, I obferved the wheel with boxes fufpended from 
its rim, of common ufe in the fouthern parts of India, for whirling 
round thofe who are difpofed to make fuch aerial circuits. More 
than once have I taken my {eat in one of thofe whirligigs, and 
can affure you, that the entertainment, though not of a fober kind, 
has its pleafures; and what is more than you can fay of many a 
pleafure, it fets you down where it took you up. My fervant did 
not arrive this evening, and from having hitherto wholly relied on 
his fervices, I fuftained a great inconveniency. But a Kafhmirian © 
family at Buddo, on the fcore of an acquaintance with my com- 
panion, in a certain degree relieved it, by giving us a friendly re- 
ception, and a flender fupper. A 
On the 12th at Mancote—eight cofles. A chief depending 
on Jumbo refided- at this village, which ftands on an eminence 
partially fkirted by a {mall river. Here my troubles branched out 
anew, and though not deferving a rank in the lift of misfortunes, 
involved me in various difficulties. My Kafhmirian affociate 
having by miftake proceeded beyond our place of rendezvous, there 
was no one to prepare my victuals, or to take care of the horfe. 
Though the Hindoos hold in abomination the performance of any 
menial office for ftrangers, yet the fhop-keeper at Mancote, from 
whom I had purchafed the neceffaries of the day, afforded me 
great affiftance. He gave me houfe-room, a bed, and alfo fome 
of his houfehold utenfils, for holding the horfe’s corn, and my 
own provifion. From an affociation with thofe who had obviated 
my 





238 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


my various wants, and had even rendered the journey a pleafant 
one, I was at once deprived’ of all help. In the firft place, I 
cleaned and fed my horfe, nor did he deferve lefs at my hands ; for 
he was a good-tempered, fure-footed, active animal. ‘Had he not 
indeed been thus qualified, he could not have fupported fuch fa- 
tigue, or have clambered over the fteep and and rocky mountains 
that had hitherto ftood in his way. After this care, it was necef= 
fary to remedy the {tate of my own wants, which became urgent 
and clamorous, for I had not eaten any thing that day. ~ 

Be1nG told that a mendicant Seid * of eminent fanctity refided 
in the upper part of the town, I prefented myfelf to him, told my 
ftory, and earneftly entreated his aid. I had imagined that the 
man who lived on public benevolence, whofe welfare in the world 
was promoted by a common exercjfe of humanity, would have 
chearfully come forward to my fuccour, efpecially as the requeft 
had no tendency to touch his property. But I reckoned without 
my hoft. Never did mitred prieft in all the plenitude of his 
power, rolling amidft the pluralities of benefice, regard a meagre 
curate with a deeper contempt of eye, than did this haughty de- 
fcendant of Mahomet receive my fupplication. } Simply fetting 
forth the lofs of my fervant, and the inability to fupply his place, 
I requefted that he would dirett his people to prepare for me a 
meal, the materials of which were all in readinefs. This language 


* The defcendants of Mahomet are fo denominated. 
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had no effect on the Seid, who confiding, I fuppofe, wholly in the 
efficacy of faith, had exploded from his creed the doctrine of good 
works: or, confidering perhaps the trade of begging to be a mono- 
poly of*his order, he wifhed to expel and difcourage all interlopers. 
After warmly expatiating on the difficulties that furrounded me, 
throwing in alfo fome ftrictures on his conduct, he grumbled an 
alfent, but with an exprefs provifo that I fhould produce fire-wood. 
‘¥ could as eafily have brought him a bulfe of diamonds as a ftick, 
for it was then dark, and indeed hunger and fatigue had made me 
incapable of exertion. Turning from him with indignation, F 
loudly reprobated his violation of what even the rudeft Mahome- 
tans hold: facred, the mghts of hofpitality ; a ready performance of 
which, he ought to know, was earneftly enjoined, and that the 
Divine vengeance was peculiarly denounced againft all who tranf- 
grefs its law. This exckamation, delivered with heat, rouzed the 
_ attemtioh. of his adherents, one of whom defiring me to be paci- 
fied, propofed to adjuft the embarrafiment. He carried me to the 
houfe of a finging girl, who, on learning the ftory of my wants, 
tucked. up her garment with a fmiling alacrity, and commenced 
the bufinels of relieving them without delay. It would have made 
your heart glad to have feen this honeft girl baking my bread and 
boilmg my peas, fhe did it with fo good a will; frequently ob- 
ferving, that I had conferred an honour upon her, and that the pre- 
fent fervice,.was but a {mall return for the many favours fhe had 


received from'thofe of my clafs. Will not you judge the declara- 
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tion of her refufing all donation, an Eaftern hyperbole? Yet I 
affirm to you that it is a genuine ftory, and were Mancote at no 
further diftance from Lucknow, than Shieck Seray,* you might 
procure, from this honeft girl, a teftimony of its truth. ® 

On the 13th I arrived at Manfir— eight coffes. The country 
now became more open, and the vallies better cultivated than any 
J have feen to the weftward of Biflouly. The journey this day 
was pleafant, and what in my proceeding was extraordinary, I did 
not deviate from the road, though alone. In paffing near an en- 
campment of beggars, (a merry troop they were) they defired me 
to alight and take fome refrefhment : the invitation was thankfully 
accepted, and I partook of a coarfe, but cordial meal, which was 
ferved up with frequent profeffions of welcome. Manfir is com- 
pofed of a few houfes, ftanding on the margin of a beautiful fheet 
of water, which is abundantly fupplied with fifh; but being held 
a facred or royal property, they live unmolefted. . The lands of 
Manfir were appropriated, by a former chief of Jumbo, to the 
maintenance of certain Byraghees,* who in this delicious fpot 
feem to enjoy every pleafure which men in India can tafte. But 
here I am checked and called upon to crave your pardon, for thefe 
folitary fectaries have precluded women from their fociety ; and to 
fay-that any portion of life, however replete with other gratifica- 


® This place is about fix miles diftant from Lucknow. 
+ A religious tribe of Hindoos who profefs celibacy, 
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tions, can yield a genuine pleafure without women, is to fuppofe 
that our day could be chearful without the light of the fun. At 
this village the wife of a Mahometan oilman conducted my cull- 
nary bufinefs, but in a manner far different from that of my late 
mufical friend: fhe took moft unwarrantable emoluments out of 
an ill-dreffed fupper ; and her cat, which feemed to have a conge- 
nial temper, made an attack on my baggage at night, and carried 
off the little ftock of provifions which I had prepared for the next 
day’s breakfatt. | 
Lest my arrival at Jumbo fhould excite enquiry, which from 
the difpofition of the chief might not be favourable, I denominated — 
myfelf an officer in the Jumbo fervice, travelling from the army, 
which was then in the field, to the city. The road this day lead- 
ing in a fouth-weft * direction, was the moft dreary one I had ever 
feen, and became more fo from the want of acompanion. On 
approaching fo large a town as Jumbo, I expected to have feen a 
moderately populous country; but the afpect was altogether the 
reverfe. Many miles of the road lay through a defile of fand, the 
fides of which confift of lofty rocks, and nearly perpendicular, 
The predicament in which I then ftood gave a gloomy caft to my 
thoughts, which naturally adverted to that long eftablifhed pofi- 
tion, of “ man being a fociable animal ;”’ the truth of which few 


* The fouthern inclination of this day, was caufed, I apprehend, from the forma- 
tion of fome branch of the mountains. 
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are more convinced of than myfelf. I did not dwell an the various 
ufes inherent in the principles of foeiety, nor on the grander be~ 
nefits fo extenfively diffufed by general compact; but was contented 
with viewing the leffer conveniencies which it imparts, with refiect« 
ing on the cafual, but grateful enjoyments which men receive from 
the moft fluctuating intercourfe. What harmony, what good hu- 
mour, -are often feen circulating in a [weetmeat fhop, the coffee 
houfe of India! where all fubjeéts, except that of the ladies, are 
treated with freedom: not fo eloquently perhaps, nor with fugh 
refinement of language, as among the politicians of an Europcun 
capital, yet with equal fervour and ftrength of voice. The fa~ 
vourite topic is war; there you may hear of exploits performed by 
a fingle arm, at the recital of which even Secunder * would have 
grown pale, and Ruftum-+ himfelf trembled. The pleafure of 
communication, by which they become the heroes of their own 
tale, is a keen fpur to the various clafs of adventurers, and perhaps 
fewer men would encounter fervices of hazard, were not a pleafure 
expected from their recital. 

. On the fide of the road, to my great joy, I at length difcoe. 
~vered a family fitting on a narrow green {pot, where availing theme 
felves of the. fingular fituation, they were grazing their cattle. I 
fat myfelf down without ceremony, and was prefented with what 5 


* The Afiatic name of Alexander the Great, 
+ A hero celebrated in the ancient legends of Perfia, 


Have 
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Rave often recollected with pleafure, for the heat of the day had 
made me very thirlty), a cup of butter-milk. The father told me 
that the oppreffions of -his landlord had forced him to quit his 
houfe, and he was then in queft of fome fecurer refidence. On 
your fide of India, acts are doubtlefs committed that tend to fully 
the honour and imprefs an odium on the character of our nation ; 
but they are, believe me, faint fpecks when compared with the deeds 
of myjuftice and rapacity practifed in other Afiatic countries. One 
of the family fuffered nuch pain from a lacerated finger, and as all 
perfons of my colour are in India denommated furgeons, wizards, 
and artillery-men, I was called upon to adminifter help, which I 
did gratis to their great fatisfa€tion. 
_ ‘Fowarps the evening, I arrived at the lower town of Jumbo, 
where fecing a retired houfe at which I intended to have fought 
simiflion, I difcovered a-perfon who, about a month before, tra- 
velled for fome days in the fame party with me; but being em- 
ployed on fome fervice of difpatch, he had left it. This man being 
now the fervant of a Kafhmirian at Jumbo, for whom I had 
brought a letter of introduction, and whofe name I ufed to men- - 
tion in the courfe of the journey, deftroyed my {cheme of privacy. 
He ran off as foon as he had diftinétly fcen me, and fpeedily re- 
turned with his mafter, who would not reft fatisfied until he had 
Yodged me in his houfe, though we were obliged to proceed thither 
in the midft of a heavy rain: it would be a tedious and flat ftory, 
to detail the multiplied modes of the refpect of this Kafhmirian for 
| Hh2 my 
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my perfon, which he had never before feen; or to enumerate hig 
painful, yet inceffant attentions. Whatever partiality 1 might en- 
tertain for my own merits, I was neceffarily umpelled to fee that 
his. affiduity proceeded from a belief of the opulence, and the wifla 
of tranfa€ting the commercial bufinefs of his gucft. After he had 
gone through the long routine of my extraordinary qualities and 
accomplifhments, of whofe excellency he had been advifed by his 
corvefpondent at Lucknow,. he congratulated my fingular good for- 
tune in having met him fo early on my arrival ; for except himfelf, 
I fhould not have found an honeft man in Jumbo. Such, my 
friend, is. the eftervefcenee of Oriental fpeech, which if expofed to 
the colder air of the north, would fubfide into that {train of language 
fpoken every day in Change Ally and Cheapfide. It was beft not 
to undeceive my Kafhmirian, as the charaéter of a merchant is more 
refpected here than any other, and under which the leaft fufpicion 
is entertained of a ftranger. On prefenting my bill to the banker 
at Jumbo, I found, from its having been twice drenched in water, 
that the folds adhered together as firmly as if they had been patted. 
The banker,* with much good nature, foaking the paper in water, 
and opening the folds-with care, was. enabled to read, though with 
difficulty, the contents. Had he been difpofed to protract the pay 
ment, there was fufficient caufe,. but holding out no demur, he at 
ence faid the bill was a good one, kindly obferving alfo, that as 


* His name is Juala Naut, the nephew of Kafhmiry Mull, at Benares. 
any 
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my journey had been long and fatiguing, I fhould have brought 
an ordr for a larger fum. 

Jumso is fituated on the fide of:a hill, and contains two dif 
tin divifions, which are termed the upper and the lower towns, | 
The bottom of the hill is wafhed by the river Rawee,* about forty: 
or fifty yards broad, and fordable at moft. feafons of the year. 
Many water-mills ftand on its banks for grinding corn, which are 
eonftructed im a neater manner than any I have feen in India, and 
were introduced by the Kaflimirians, who have greatly improved as: 
well as enriched this town. The fhort ftay at Jumbo prevented me 
from procuring much fatisfaétory information of its hiftory, or the: 
caufes which have produced its important commerce, riches, and: 
luxury : for Jumbo, even in its decayed ftate, 1s a mart of the firft 
note in this quarter of the country. Perhaps the collection of 
fuch materials would not have compenfated the labour of perufal,. 
ox afforded you that inftruction which I ever wifh to be the offect. 
of my communications :— but fuch as I have procured, fhall be 
genuinely laid before you. 

PreviousLy to Nadir Shah’s invafion of India, the common 
road from Dehli to Kafhmire, lay through Sirhend, Lahore,, and 
Heerpour, the pafs of which is fully defcribed by Mr. Bernier, un- 
der the name of Bember.. Since the inroad of the-Perfians, Af- 
ghans, and the Mahrattas, but efpecially fince the period of the 


@ Jt falls into the Chinnauns. 
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Sicque conquelts, that track has been rendered anfafe to aserchants, 
and is now difufed. This obftru€tion divested the Kafhmirian trade 
into the channel of Jumbd,: which being that up from thePanjab ° 
by a ftrong chain of mountains, difficult of accefs to-cavalry, it 
has been preferred to the Lahore road, though tlie fournéy is te~ 
dious, and the expenfes of merchandize increafed - HO 
‘Ronzerp Deve, the father of the preferit chief of Jumbo, whit 
defervedly acquired the character of a juft and wife ruler, largely 
contributed to the wealth and importance of Jumbo. Perceiving 
the benefits which would arife from the refidence of Mahometan 
merchants, he held out to therh many encouragement, aid: ob- 
ferved towards them a difinterefted and an honourable conduét.. Ne- 
gative virtues only are expected from am Afiatic defpot, and undef. 
fuch a fanction his fubjects might deem themfelves fortunate ; but: 
‘the chief of Jumbo went farther than the forbedtance of injuries; 
lie avowedly protected and indulged his people, particularly the 
Mahometans, to whom he allotted a certain quarter of the town, 
which was thence denominated Moghulpeur; and that ro referve 
might appear in his treatment of them, a mofque was erected in 
the new colony; a liberality of difpofition the more confpicuous, 
and confering the greater honour on his memory, as it is the only 
inftance of the like toleration in. this part of India, and-as the 
Kafhminans who chiefly compofed his Mahometan fubjects, have 
been, fince their converfion, r:orous perfecutors of the Hindoos. 
He was fo defirous alfo of acquiring their confidence and efteem, 
that 
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that when he has been ‘riding through their quarter during the 
time: of prayer, he never failed to ftop his horfe until the prieft 
had .concluded jhis’ situal exclamations. ‘Fhe Hindoos once corn- 
plained to this chief, that the public wells of the town were defiled 
by the veffels of the Mahometans, and defired that they might be 
reftricted to the water of the river; buat he abruptly difmiffed the 
complaint, faying, that water was a pure element, defigned for 
the general ufe of mankind,.and could not be polluted by the touch 
ef any clafs of people. An adminiftration fo munificent and ju- 
dicious, at the fame time that it enforced the refpeCt of his own 
Subjects, made” Jumbo .a place of extenfive commercial refort, 
where all deferiptions of men apranent, in their perfons and 
property, a full fecurity. 

Tue articles of meérchandize: conftituting the trade of Jumbo, 
and Kathmire, ate tranfported by men, ufually Kafhmirians,. 
whofe burthens are heavy, two of them miaking the load of a ftrong 
mule, and the hire. is fixed at the rate of four rupees for each car- 
vier. The fhauls, when:exported from Kafhmire, are packed in- 
_ an oblong dale, containing 2 certain weight or quantity, which in 
the language of the country is termed.a diddery, the outward co- 
vering. of which is a buffala or ox’s hide, ftrongly fewed with lea~ 
ther thongs. : As thefe packages are fuppofed to amount, with lit- 
tle variation, to a value long ‘fince ‘afertained, they are feldom’ 
opened until conveyed to the deftined market. A Kafhmirian 
_ carries a oad as a foldier does his knap-fack, and when dif- 

poled 
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pofed to reft, he. places under it a ftick in the form of a crutch 
which fupports the load and affifts him alfo in walking. Two 
caufes are affigned for employing men only in this fervice: an 
agreement, it is faid arifing from a mutual jealoufy, has been made 
between the chiefs bordering on either fide of the river Chmnaun,* 
that no fixed bridge fhall be conftru€ted, or any boat ftationed on 
that ftream. The other caufe afcribed, which feems to be more 
forcible, is the ftupendous height and fteepnefs of the intervening 
mountains, which renders the paflages dangerous, if not wholly im- 
practicable, to either a horfe or mule. 

Ir appears that Jumbo continued to increafe its power and 
commerce until the year 1770, the period of Runzeid Deve’s death, 
when one of his fons, the prefent chief, contrary to the intention 
and exprefs will of his father, fetzed on the government, put to 
death one of his brothers, the intended fucceffor, and imprifoned 
another ; who having made his efcape fought the protection of the 
Sicques. Pleafed in having obtained fo favourable a pretext for. 
entering Jumbo, which they attempted in vain during the admini- - 
{tration of Runzeid Deve, the Sicques promifed to efpoufe the 
fugitive’s caufe with vigour. A {mall fum had been annually ex- 
acted by them from Jumbo, but in a much lefs proportion than 
_ what was levied in the adjacent territories, The Sicques, indeed, 
aware of the refpectable ftate of the Jumbo force, and the ability 


® The fourth Punjab river from the eaftwarde 
of 


~~ 
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of the chief, were contented with the name of tribute. The moft 
valuable divifion of the Jumbo diftri¢ts, lay in the plain country, 
forming part of the northern Punjab; which, under pretence of 
affording affittancg to the perfan who lately fought their protec- 
tion, a body of Sicques have laid wafte. They are now profe- 
cuting a vigorous war againft the prefent chief, who through the 
defection ‘of many of: his people, driven by oppreflions to the 
party of his brother, became unable to make any effectual f{tand ; 
and that his ill fortune might be complete, he called into his aid, 
a party of Sicque mercenaries, commanded by Mhah Sing, a pow- 
erful officer in that quarter, who has firmly eftablifhed his au- 
thority at Jumbo, and has erected a fort at the fouth entrance 
of the principal pafs leading into the Punjab. For defraying the 
expence incurred by the Sicque troops, the’ Jumbo chief has made 
1igorous demands on the native inhabitants of the city; and is now 
throwing an eye on the foreign. merchants .who, dreading his 
difpofition and neceflities, have taken a general alarm. It was 
with much pleafure I faw the perfon on whom my bill was drawn, 
a man of a fair and honourable character, enjoying, amidft thefe 
diforders, a moderate fecurity. He feemed to have procured the 
favour of Mhah Sing, who, with other officers of the party, fup- 
ported him againft the defigns of the Rajah. The perfon entrufted 
with the government of the town of Jumbo, during the abfence of 
the chief then in the field, was fo exact a counterpart of his mafter 

Vou. L : Ii in 
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in the fyftem of oppreffion, that I was advifed to a fpeedy depar- 
ture, left I fhould fall under an infpection. Though much fa- 
tigued by an harraffing journey, and the fale of my horfe, with 
other neceffary concerns, was to be adjufted, fach was the afcen- 
dency of my fears, that on the 16th of the month, I was ready to 
proceed. : 

In laying before you thefe fcattered pieces of ieattigeiis, I 
muft not forget to notice, that the courtezans and female dancers 
of the Punjab and Kathmire, or rather a mixed breed of both thefe 
countries, are beautiful women, and are held in great eftimation 
through all the northern parts of India: the merchants eftablifhed 
at Jumbo, often become fo fondly attached to a dancing girl, that, 
neglecting their occupation, they have been known to diffipate, at 
her will, the whole of their property ; and F have feen fome of them 
reduced to a fubfiftence on charity ; for thefe girls, in the manner 
of their profeffion, are profufe and rapacious. 

My Kafhmirian hoft, who continued to opprefs me with kind- 
nefs, had a brother living in the fame houfe, who was fo much 
‘affliéted with the rheumatifm, that he could not ftir out of his 
room. Pofleffing much uieful information, with a pleafant focia» 
ble temper, I was glad to be admitted to his converfation, which 
equally amufed me, and contributed to a knowledge of this quarter 
of India. He gave me alfo fome direCtions for my conduct in 
Kafhmire, which were delivered with an air of candour, and fo 
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apparently void of defign, that I fhould have been ridiculoufly 
{ceptical in not giving them credit. The day before I left Jumbo, 
he called me into his room, and in very affectioriate language, faid, 
‘© My friend, you are now about vifiting a country, whof inka 
* bitants are of a character different from any you have hitherto 
** feen, and it behoves you to be wary and diligent, for they are 
“<a fubtle and keen people. You muft particularly be on your 
“* guard again{t my brother, who is now in that country, and 
“© will. probably endeavour to borrow fome of your money. Stea- 
“« dily withftand his folicitations, nor lend hima rupee; for if you 
“do, the money is loft. Make your difburfements only on the 
** delivery of the goods, and, however urgent he is, do not make 
‘* any advance.” He difplayed, I thought, a fingular trait of ho- 
nefty in giving an advice wholly divefted of a tendency to promote 
the ititerefts of his family, at the expence of fair dealing. 
Tuoucn the diftriéts of Buddoo and Chinanah * do not at 
this day form immediate appendages of Jumbo, they are fo inti- 
mately dependent on its policy, that to avoid prolixity, I will 
throw their limits into one defcription. This united territory is 
bounded on the north by the river Chinaun, which divides it | 
from Kiihtewer; on the eaft by independent Hindoo diftricts ; 
on the fouth by Biffouly; and on the weft by the Punjab. It 
would be hazarding too hafty an affertion to offer any fpecific 


# This diftriG lies to the wetward of Jumbo, 
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calculation of the Jumbo revenue, as the larger moiety is pro- 
duced by import and export duties, which are now in a fluétu- 
ating ftate, and have been diminifhing fince the acceflion of the 
prefent chief; but the current information of the country, ftates 
the ordinary receipt at five lacks of rupees, exclufive of the pro- 
duce of Buddoo and Chinanah. 
I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your’s, &ce 


LETTER 
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LETTER XL. 


DEAR SIR, 


Tue frequent introduétion of the Sicques 
fo your notice, will have naturally excited a defire to examine the 
hiftory of this new and extraordinary people, who within a period 
of twenty years, have conquered a tract of country, extending in 
certain directions from the Ganges to the Indus. My knowledge 
of the fubjeét does not permit me to deduce, on fubftantial au- 
thority, their hiftory from the period in which Nanock their firft 
inftitutor and Jaw-giver lived, or mark with an order of dates the 
progrefs which this people have made, and the varying gradations 
of their power, until their attainment of their prefent ftate of na- 
tional importance. You who are apprized of the futility of the 
documents which compofe the general texture of Eaftern record,* 

who 


® Neither the genius of the people nar the form of their government is favourable 

to the growth of Hiftory, which is rarely feen to flourifh on defpotic ground. The 
actions of Afiatic princes are ufually recorded by their own {cribes ; and we know that 
a large portion of the annals of India was manufactured under imperial infpe&ion. 
It is, therefore, {carcely within the verge of probability, that a writer, attracted by fo 
powerful an influence, would dared to have thrown the paercing light of Hiftory on 
se the 
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who have witneffed the irrefiftible tendency of an Afiatic mind to 
Action, and the produce of its duétile fancy, will grant me an in- 
dulgent fcope, and will, I truft, believe, that though the body of 
the hiftory be not complete, fuch parts only will be noticed, as are 
either founded on received tradition, or on thofe legends which 
~ have the leaft exceptionable claims to credit. 

Unpver fhelter of this preliminary, I will proceed | to inform 
you that Nanock,* the founder of the Sicque nation, was born in 
the year of the Chriftian era, 1469, during the reign of Sultan 
Beloul,+ at the village of Tulwundy,t about fixty miles to the 
weftward of Lahore. Nanock appears to have pofletled qualities 
happily adapted to effect the inftitution of a new fyftem of religion. 
He was inflexibly juft; he enjoyed from nature a commanding 


the reigning monarch, or even to have examined with freedom the actions ‘of his an- 
ceftars, wha have, for o1aore than twa hundred years, maintained -an unbroken fuc- 
ceflion of the Empire of Hindoftan. Oriental fpeech, pregnant with figure, and car 
pable of exprefling the wildeft flights of fancy, difdains the limits of Hiftory. It is 
better fitted to modulate. poetic fbrains, and defcribe the wide region of romance; 
where it ¢an ream, withoyt reftraiat, and happily without the power of. committing 
extenfive ‘injuries. 

He. was ofthe Chittery or-fecond calt of Hindoos, and-aecording to a fecret bs- 
lief of the Sicques, a fpecies of fecondary incarnation of the Supreme Deity. 

+ A Patan king of Dehli, who reigned previous to Baber’s conqucft of Hindoftan. 

t This village i is now known by the name of Rhaypour. The terms given by the 
Sicques to their places of worthip, are Sunghut, Durmfallah, and Datrab, words figs 
nifying, in the Hindueée, an affembly of the people, a charitable or pious foundation, 
and a houfe. “‘Fhis laft appeHation feems to be applied i in an eminent fenfe, as the 
“ houfe.” ‘The Sicques, in commemoration of the place of Nanock’s birth, have 
stoeten an edifice at — where a grand feftival is annually ee 


elocution; 
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clocution, and was endowed with a calm paffive fortitude, which 
fuccefsfully fupported him through the long courte of a dangerous 
etcupation. The tenets of Nanock forbid the worfhip of wmages, 
and ordain. that the plates of public prayer fhall be of plain con 
ftruction, and devoid of every exhibition of figure. A book, ene 
titled ‘the Grunth, which contains the civil and religious inftitutes 
of Nanock, is the only typical object which the Sicques have ad 
mitted into their-places.of worthip. Inftead of the intermediation 
of ‘fubordinate deities, they are directed to addrefs their prayer to 
ene God, who, withowt the aid of any delegate, is to be confidered 
fhe unaflociated ruler of the univerfe.* Though many effentidl 
differences exift between the religious code of the Hindoos and that 
of the Sieques, a large fpace of their ground-work exhibits ftrong 
features of fimilarity. The article indeed of the admiffion of pro 
felytes amongft the Sicques, has caufed an efferstial deviation from 
the Hindoo fyflem, and apparently levelled thofe barriers which 
were conftructed by Brintha, for the arrangentent of the different 
tanks: and profeffions of his people. Yet this indif¢riminate ad- 
miffion, by the qualifications which have. been adopted, do nof 
Widely infringe om the ¢uftoms and prejudices of thofe Hmdees 


When: it is- noticed that the: worthip of the Hiadvob is loaded with 4 mafs of 
puerile ceremony, amd oftentitties conducted witha ridiculous grimace, it will nod 
feem furprizing that a-cheed, founded on principles calculated: to promote. the eft »blifa- 
ment of a fimple uniform religion, and prontulgated by.a man of deftinguiftied tribe arid 
exemplary manners, fRould- draw ta'it profelyncs evon ir-the' bagotbed regions of india. 


who 
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who have embraced the faith of the Sicques: They ftill preferve 
the diftin€tions which originally marked their fects, and perform 
many of the ancient ceremonies of their nation. They form ma- 
trimonial connections only in their own tribes, and adhere impli-; 
eitly to the rules prefcribed by the Hindoo law, in the choice and. 
preparation of their food. The only aliment ufed in common, by. 
the Sicques at this day, 1s the purfaud,* or facred bread, from. 
the participation of which no tribe or clafs of their people is, 
excluded. | | , 

Few events of hiftorical importance are related of Nanock, 
the founder of this fect, who poffeffing neither territory nor. 
wealth, nor aided by the force of arms, preached his doctrine in 
peace, and manifefted, in the countries which he vifited, an un- 
affected fimplicity of manners. He journeyed through moft of the 
kingdoms in India, from whence, according to the tradition of 
the Sicques, he went into Perfia and Arabia. In his travels, which 
with fhort intervals continued for the {pace of fifteen years, he 
was attended by a Mahometan mufician, named Murdana, who 
became his convert, and ever remained faithfully attached. to his 
perfon. . It.is faid that in one of the expeditions, of Baber + into 


* The purfaud is faid to be a compofition of flour, butter, and certain {pices ; this 
bread after being.confecrated by the Bramins, is alfo ufed by fome fects of Hindoos in 
the ceremony of adminiftering an oath, particularly in that quarter of the Oriffa pro- 
vince, contiguous to the temple of Juggud Nautt. 

+ Baber defeated the Patan King of Hindoftan, in A, D. 1526. 


= ‘India, 
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India, Nanock having been apprehended by fome of the foldiers, 
was brought. before that prince, who informed of the fanétity of 
his character, treated him with refpeét and indulgence. As nd 
récords of the Moghul Empire bear a teftimony of the exiftence of 
this fect during the period in which Nanock lived, it cannot be 
fuppofed .that’ his converts were numerous or powerful. Nanock, 
according to the Sicque records, died in the month of Auguft, 
A. D. 1539, aged feventy years, at Dayrah, a village on the banks of 
the Rawee, about forty miles to the northward of Lahore, where 
a vaft concourfe of people annually affemble, to perform certain 
ceremonies in commemoration of the day of his deceafe. .Nanock, 
though he had two fons, devolved the charge of the miffion to his 
favourite difciple Anghut,* a Hindoo of the Chittery tribe, to 
whom he alfo entrufted the publication + of the laws and precepts 
of his doétrine. Anghut, who feems to. have paffed his time in 
retirement, died about the year 1542, at the town of Khadour,f — 
the place of his nativity. He was fucceeded by Ammerdafs, a 
native of the Lahore diftri¢t, who propagated the new dottrine 
without moleftation, and died in the year 1574, at the village of 


@ Nanock changed the original name of his fucceffor, which was Lina. 

+ The religious and hiftorical writings of the Sicques, are written in a character 
¢alled the Gooreo Athookee, or the language of the Gooroos, or priefts. This letter, 
which is faid to have been invented by Nanock, differs from the various characters i in 
wle among the Hindoos. 

t A village in the Punjab, about forty ailes to the eaftward of Lahore. 


Vat. I. Kk. Govindua!.* 
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Govindaal* Ramdafs,+ who had efpoufed the daughter of the 
laft preceptor of the Sieques, was then chofen the reprefentative 
ef their fect. This prieft lived in the reign of Acbar, and, ac 
tording to the tradition of the Steques, experiencedt fome masks Of 
that emperor's favous. Retiring in the latter part ‘of his fife te 
a {malt diftriét tin the vicinity ef Lahore, which Acbae-had 
granted to him, he fourtded the town of Ramdaffpour. ‘He res 
paired alfo and ornashentet! a refervoir of water, which hactin ara 
cient times: heen. dedicated at that. place by the Hindoos to thele 
’ God Raw, and to which he now gave the name of Amruti tir:§ 
Ramdafs made 4. compilation of the hiftory and precepts-of-tap 
predecoffors, and annexing his own commentaries, ordained that 
his difciples fhould form the principles of their faith on the dec. 
trine fet forth in the joint collection. Ramdafs died at the town 
be had founded about the year 1581, and was facceeded by his 
fon Arjun, who having meurred the difpleafure of a Hindoo || fa- 
voured by Jehanguir, was committed by that prince to the perfe- 
cution of hits enemy; and his death, which: happened in the year 
- 3606, at Lahore, was caufed it is faid by the rigour of confine 


* Situate on the Byas, the fecond Punjab river-from the eaftward: - 
_ This Gooroo was born in the. city of Lahore. 

t At the diftance of twenty four miles from Lahore. 

§ Amrut, according to the mythology of the Hindoos, is a water faid to beftow 
immortality on thofe who drink it; = Sir, in certain dialeéts of the Hiaduee, figni- 


fies a piece of water. 
|. Named Chaundoo, 


Ment, 
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 peéat. ‘The fuoreftion devolved on Hurrgovind, his: ofily fon, 
who actuated by revenge for the cruelties exercifed om his father, 
hnd:ftrongly fupported by the enthufiaftic valour of his adherents, 
he diagged: the Hindoo. from his hoafe, though within the walls 
of Lahore, and put ham to death. Fearing the effects of the 
emperor’s difpleature,, Hurrgovind fled to Hurtarpour, a village 
founded .by his father, where he colleéted an arined body: for the 
defence of his. perfon, and according to the records of the nation, 
defeated. a force that. Jehanguir had fent to punith his rebellion. 
But.the vem of incongruous ftery which runs through the at- 
vhievements of this mitant prioft, prectudes the derivation of 
exny:-extenfive hitorical ule. -The only. paflage deferving a forious 
wotice, reprofenty, that an Officer of Jehanguir, nated Mahobut 
“Khan, cffedted the. Sicque’s fabmiffion to the emperor, who or- 
Wered him to de imgprifoned inthe fort of Gualior: but that after 
a fhoxt confinement, he svas, at the interceffion of Mahobut Khan, 
ft at liberty.” It is not feen that Hurrgovind difturbed the peace 
iof the Moghul government at a future period, but pafling his 
days in a-reclafe manner, he died about the year 1644, at Khyrut- 
pour, a village in the Punjab. ‘The Sicques conferred the office of 
priefthood on Harray, the grandfon of Hurrgovind, though four 
of their late preceptor’s fons were alive. No other mention is 
made of Hlarray, than that he died in the year 1661 at Khyrut- 
pour. At his death, a violent conteft arofe-for the fucceflion, 
which. was-claimed by the refpective adherents of his two fons, 

Kk 2 Ramroy, 
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Ramréy and Hurkifhen, then in infancy; but nof being enabled 
to adjuft their claims at home, they appealed to the courts of law 
at Dehli, where the opponents appeared, and fet forth their feveral 
pretenfions. ‘The caufe it is faid terminated in a permiffion being 
granted to the Sicques to nominate their own prieft ; when, ad- 
jutting the conteft, they ele€&ted Hurkifhen, who died at Dehli in 
1664, a fhort time after his inyeftiture.. | 
_ Hurxisuen was fucceeded by Taigh Bhahauder, his uncle, 
who appears to have been perfecuted with invéterate animofity by 
the adherents of Ramroy, who, fupported by fome perfone of ine 
fluence at the court of Aurungzebe, an order was obtained. for 
the imprifonment of the new prieft. -Taigh Bhahauder, after-re» 
maining m tonfinement at Dehli for the fpace of two-years, was 
releafed at the intreaty. ef Jay Sing, the powerful chief of Jayna- 
ghur, who was at that-time proceeding to Bengal on the fervice of 
government. The Sicque accompanied his patron to Bengal, 
whence he returned to the city of Patna, which became his ufuad 
place of abode. The records of the Sicques fay that Ramrey fhil 
maintained a claim to the priefthood, and that after a long: feries. 
‘of virulent perfecution, he accomplifhed the deftruction of Taigh 
Bhahauder, who was conveyed to Dehli by an order of Court, and 
in the year 1675, publickly put to.death. The formal execution 
of a perfon, againft whom, the Sicques fay, no criminal charge 
was exhibited, is fo repugnant to the character and the actions of 
Aurungzebe, that we are involuntarily led to charge the Sicques 
of 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 261 


ef a wilfal mifreprefentation of facts, injurious to the memory of 
the pfince, and extravagantly partial to the caufe of their prieft. 
No document fer the elucidation of this paflage appearing in any 
of the memoirs of Hindoftan that have reached my knowledge, I 
am prevented from difcovering the quality of the crime which fub- 
jected Taigh Bhahauder to capital punifhment, 

'. Govinp Sino, then a youth, and the only fon of Taigh 
Bhahauder, was called to the fucceffion by the largeft portion of 
the Sicque’s difciples: but the intelligence of his father’s death, 
and dread of, a-like fate, had induced him to fly from: Patna, 
whence he rétired after a feries of various adventures into the ter- 
ritory of , Siringnaghur.. :Though Govind Sing could not then 
have reached his fifteenth year, he evinced many marks of a 
haughty and turbulent fpirit, which was confpicuoufly fhewn in 
his conduét to the Siringnaghur chief. On pretence of an infult 
being offered, he collected his party, which amounted it is fatd to 
four or five thoufand men, and defeated a body of the Siringna~ 
ghur troops 5 but being worfted in fome future action, or, ac- 
cording to the autharity of the Sicque, obliged by an order of the 
emperor to leave the country of Sirmgnaghur,. he. proceeded with 
his adherents to the Punjab, where he was hofpitably * received 
by a marauding Hindoo chief of that quarter. Endowed with 4n 


.. ® The -dependencies of .Mackaval, through which tlie river Sutledge runs, were 
given by this Hindoo to Govind Sing, where he founded certain villages. 


active 
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active and daring temper, the Sicque affifted his new affociate in 
vaiious expeditions againft the bordering landholders, and often 
in oppofing the forces of government. The predatory conduct of 
Govind Sing rendering him obnoxious to the governor -of Sithend, 
he was attacked and driven from his place of refidence. Being 


afterwards difcovered among the hills in the nerthern parts of | 
the Sirhend diftriéts, he was fo vigoroufly prefled by the imperial 


troops, that abandoning his family and effeéts, he was compelled 
to fave himfelf by f{peedy flight. Viner Khay, the governor of 
Sirhend, fullied the reputation he had acquired .in this forvice, by 
putting to death, in cold blood, the two younger fons of Govind 
Sing. <A fevere vengeance was taken for this a at.a future peo 
riod by the Sicques, who giving a loofe to favage and indifcrimie 
nate cruelty, maflacred the Mahometans, of every age.and fex, 


that fell into their hands. After his late difafter, Govind Sing - 


found a fecure retreat in the Lacky Jungles,* which its nataral 
defence, a fcarcity of water, and the valour of its inhabitants,-+ 
had rendered at that day impregnable. But when the refentment 
of government abated, he returned without mvleftation te hie 
former refidence in the Punjab. The Sicques fay, he even re« 
ceived marks of favour from Bhahawter Shah, who being apprifed 
of his military abilities, gave him a charge in the army which 


® A woody country, fituate in the northern part of the Punjab, and famous for a 
breed of excellent horfes, called the Jungle Tazee. 
t The Jatts. 
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marched info the Decan:‘to oppof the rebellion of Rambuchth.* 
Govind Sing was affafinated during this expedition by a Patan 
feldier, and he died of his wounds mm 1708, at the town of Nan- 
dere, without leaving any male iffue; and a tradition delivered 
to the Sicques, limiting their priefts to the numtber of ten, induced 
them to appoint no fucceffor to Govind Sing. A Sicque difciple, 
named Bunda, who had attended Govind Sang to the Decan, came, 
after the death of, his chief, into the Punjab; where, claiming a 
merit from his late conne@iton, he rasied a {mall foree, and in va- 
rious: defultosy entespriges, eftablifhod the charatter ef a brave. but 
csuel. folder. Mis fucedifes at length drew to his ftandard the 
whole body of the Sicque nation, which had now widely deviated 
from the precepts of their founder. A confidence in thei fbrength, 
rendered prefumptuous by the abfenee of the emperor, had made 

them apacious and danng, and the late perfecutions, eryel and 
enthufiaftic. Bunda, after difperfing the parties of the leffer Ma- 
hometan chiefs, aneacked the forces ‘ef Vizier Khan, the governor 

ef Sirhend, who fell in an action thaf was fought with an abfti« 
nate valour, but exgied: in the total defeat of the imperial troops. 
The Sacques expreffed an extraaidanary joy at ths vidory, as it 
qabled them to fatiate their revenge far the death of the fons of 
Govind Sing. The wife of Vizier Khan, with his. children, and a 


# A brother of Bhahauder Shah. 

+ Nandere is fituate near the hanks of the Godavery, aboui 100 miles to the 
no of Hyderabad. | 
vatt 


264 ‘FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 


vatt multitude of the inhabitants of Sirhend were deftroyed with 
every fpecies of wild fury. The mofques were overthrown or pol- 
luted, and the dead, torn out of their graves, were expofed to the 
beafts of prey. A party of Sicques had at the fame time penetrated 
the greater Duab, and feized on the town and certain diftri‘ts of 
Saharanpour,* where they flaughtered the inhabitants, or forcibly 
made them converts to the new faith. Bunda, who had rapidy 

acquired the poffeffion of an extenfive territory, was now deferted 
by his good fortune. He had croffed the river Sutledge with an 
intention of carrying his conquefts to the weftward, but being” 
encountered by Shems Khan, an imperial oficer who.commanded: 
in that quarter, he was repulfed with a great lofs. . The Sicque’s 
troops employed in the Duab expedition, had even approached. 
the vicinity of Dehli, but they were defeated by the forces of the 
empire, and driven back to the diftri¢ts which ftill remained fub- 
ject to Bunda. 

Sucu was the fituation of the Sicques when Bhahauder Shah 
finifhed the Decan campaign, and returned in the year 1710 to 
Hindoftan. Alarmed at the progrefs, and irrigated at the cruelties 
they had exercifed, he marched towards their ftations with a de- 
termination to crufh the fect, and revenge the injuries that had 
been inflicted on the Mahometan religion. Sultan Rouli Khan, 
_ ne of his principal officers, advanced with a divifion of the army, 


+ For its fituation, fee Rennell’s map, 


= 
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and encountering: the Sicques on the plains of Sirhend, put them 
to fight after a bloody conflict ; and a party of the fugitives who 
had taken refuge with Bunda, in a ftrong poft, were made pri- | 
foners, though not before their chief had efcaped. The Sicques 
who furvived this difafter, though compelled to difperfe, and their 
chief to wander about the country in difguife, were not conquered 
in the reign of Bhahauder Shah. The death * of this prince im- 
peded the fuccefs of an active purfuit which had been made after 
the vanquifhed fectaries, on whofe lives a price was fet.in every part 
of the empice. Conformably to the order of the laft prieft, the 
difciples of Nanock had permitted the growth of the hair of the 
head and beard. An ediét was therefore iffued, compelling the 
Hindoos of every tribe to cut off their hair. 

JEHANDAR SHAH + who fucceeded to the empire, made a 
feeble effort to accomplifh the extirpation of the Sicques, but his 
fhort reign being involved in an alternate feries of debauchery, and 
tumultuous defence of his country againft the invafion of Furruck 
Sir, this people were encouraged to emerge from their conceal- 
ment, and again take up the fword. In the reign of Furruck Sir, 
the Sicques, who had then collected a large force,§ were vigoroufly 
attacked by Abdul Sumet Khan, the governor of Lahore, who 


* Bhahauder Shah died about the year 1712. 
+ This Emperor reigned only a few months. 
‘t Furruck Sir’s reign continued from 1712-3 to 1719. 
§ The Sicque forces amounted, it is faid, to 20,000 cavalry. 
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pave them battle near the fort of Loghur,* and gamed a decifive 
victory. Thofe who efcaped took thelter with Bunda in Loghur, 
but being clofely invefted, and reduced to extreme diftrefs from 


_ hunger, they furrendered at difcretion.+ The captives were con- 


veyed in triumph to Dehli, where being exhibited in an ignominious 
manner to the inhabitants of the city, they met a deferved fate, for 
their favage and often unprovoked cruelties. Yet they met it with 
an undaunted firmnefs, and died amidft the wondermg praife of 
the populace. — 

Havine thus briefly related the origin of the Sicques,{ with a 
chronological notice of their ten priefts, and the iffue of Bunda’s 
attempt to eftablifh an independent dominion, I will interrupt the 
hiftorical narrative at this period, by a fummary defcription of cer- 
tain domeftic ordinances eftablifhed by Nanock and his fucceffors. 
The perfon defirous of becoming a member of the Sicque doctrine, 
is conducted into the prefence of five or more of their people, of 
any clafs or profeffion, affembled for the occafion, when one of 
them pours into the hollow of his hand a little water, which, being 
touched by the toe of each of the Sicques, the profelyte fwallows, 


® Situate about one hundred miles to the north-weft of Lahore. 

+ This event happened in 1714. 

{ The Sicques affix to their proper name the word Sixg, which fignifying a lion 
in the Sanfcrit language, the appellation of Sing belongs properly,to the military 


order. ‘The civil body of the people, artizans, merchants, and all the lower clafles, 
being denominated Sicgues, or difciples. 


previoufly 
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previoufly repeating the words “ Wah* gooroojee ka kbhalfah, wab 
“* goeroojee-ka futtab.” After the performance of this obligation, a 
cup filled with fherbet is introduced, out of which he drinks five 
times, and repeats at intervals the afore-mentioned ejaculation. 
At the conclufion of this ceremony, the convert is inftruéted in 
the ufe of a prayer of great length, in which the religious, moral, 
and political duties of a Sicque are {et forth, and the obfervance of 
them enjoined. . 

Tue firft part of the initiation obferved in admitting a profe- 
lyte, denotes the equality of the followers of Nanock, and is defigned 
to deftroy that fabrie of ceremony and form, which the Hindoos 
' are now taught to confider as the effential principle of their reli- 
gion: but the purpofe of the Sicque priefts in elevating the new 
religion on this fimple bafe, has been but partially executed. The 
military Sicques permit the hair of the head and beard to grow 
long ; they ufually fix an iron bracelet on the left hand, and they 
are prohibited the ufe of tobacco. Thefe regulations, which were 
probably inftituted by their law-givers to diftinguifh them from 
other nations, are now become duties of a primary clafs, and feem ~ 


* Thefe words, compofed of the Arabic and Hindoo languages, convey a benedic« 
tion on the government of the Sicques, and on the memory of their priefts. The 
Sicques falute each other by the expreffion Wah Georee, without any inclination of the 
Body, or motion of the hand. The government at large, and their armies, are deno- 
wninated Kbalfa and Khalfajee. 

Lie almoft 
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almoft to form the eflence of their creed.* By a law of Nanock, 
widows are exprefily forbidden to deftroy themfelves at the death 
of their hufbands, and are permitted to renew the ceremonies of 
marriage. But fo ftrong is yet the adherence of the Sicques who 
have been converted from the Hindoo tribes, to the ancient cuftome 
of their country, that many of their women are feen afeending the 
funeral pile; nor are they ever induced to enter a fecond time into 
the connubial ftate. The Sicques, after the manner of the Hin- 
doos, bury their dead; and they oblige the Mahometan converts 
to adopt the like ufage. They hold a lamentation for the death of 
any perfon criminal, and equally unjuft as to be afflicted with 
grief at the payment of an equitable debt, or the furrender of 4 
truft. Their belief of a future ftate feems to correfpond in moft 
of its parts with the metempfychofis of the Hindoos; -and as a 
fketch of that fyftem has been already ai any further explana- 
tion of it is unneteffary. 

THe Sicque nation is compofed of two diftinct fects, or orders 


* This would appear to be an effect naturally produced in the minds of the bulk 
of mankind, who eagerly fix their attention and their affections on exterior objects 3 
which having been taught to behold, with fentiments of refpect and religious enthu- 
fiafm they become fo ftrongly attached to them, that a portion of temporal welfare, 
with the hope of future happinefs, feems among many nations to depend on a rigorous 
obfervance of form. A confpicuous example of this difpofition was evinced in the 
rage which the Ruffians manifefted on being obliged by Peter to fhave their beards. 
The prince perhaps encountered lefs danger and difficulty in giving a new form and 
new manners to the empire, than in cr eRe that change in the perfons of his 
fubjects, - 


of 





FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 269 


of people; thafe who compofe the moft ancient one are denomi- 
nated Khualafab,* and adhere, with little deviation, to the inftitu- 
tions of Nandck, and the eight fucceeding priefts ; in obedience 
to which, the Khualafah fect are. ufually occupied in civil and dor 
meftic duties. They cut off the hair of their heads and beards, 
and in their manners and ape refemble the ne clafles 
of the Hindoos.+ | 

Fur modern order of the bine, use Kha Io, was ee 
by Govind Sing ; who, deviating from the ordinances of his’ pre- 
deceflors, imparted a {trong military fpirit ¢o his. adherents, whofe 
zealous , attachment ‘enabled him to indulge the bent of.a.fierce. 
and turbulent temper, aad to give {cope to an ambition, naturally 
arifing from the power which his popularity had created. Go- 
vind Sing.is {aid to have reftsicted his fe¢taries from the ufe of to- 
bacco, and to have epjoined them to. permit the growth of the 
beard, and the ‘hair: of ‘the head.:. The military divifion of the 
people is compofed of the Khalfa fect, which, from a native harth- 
nefs of features. and. haughtinefs of. deportment, is confpicuoufly 
difcriminated from that,ef the Khualafah, ;and other eee the 
foreign converts. 

For the {pace of. — years after the death of Nanock, the 


| vf. 
* Kbualofoh conveys virtually the fara: meaning in the AisbiG. as Khalfa, which 
fignifies pure, genuine, &c. 
+ | have been informed that matrimonial ea are occafionally formed be- 
tween the Hindoos, and Abxalgjab Sicques. _ 
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growth of the Sicques was flow, and their.conduct was. regulated 
by a temperate difcretion. But when the Moghul empire had re- 
ceived its mortal wound from the commotions which arofe amongft 
the fons and the grandfons of Aurungzebe ;. when it was no longer 
guided by the fkilful and vigorous hand which had diffufed wifdom 
and fpirit throughout its vaft machine, the difciples of Nanock 
iffued into the field, and participated in the varying fortunes of the 
day. The rebellions of the diftant provinces, and the factions 
and intrigues of the court, events which rapidly followed the death 
of Aurungzebe, gave a powerful aid to the exertions of the Sic- 
ques ; who improving the favourable occafion, carried their de- 
predations, even ih the reign of Bhahauder Shah, to the environs 
of the capital. The fituation * of the country where the doctrine 
of the Sicques had been the moft widely promulgated, and where 
they firft formed a military body, contributed to augment their 
power, as well as afford fhelter againit a fuperior force of their 
enemies. On the fkirts of forefts and mountains, impervious to 
cavairy, they enjoyed alfo the benefits arrfing fromthe vicinity of 
an opulent populous territory, which at once afforded a ftore of 
converts and plunder. | 

Tue Sicque common-wealth acquired an active ftrength from 
the fpirit and valour of Bunda, who had infpired them with a zeal, 
which rendered meritorious every act of cruelty to the enemies of 


# In the vicinity of the Punjab mountsins, «= | 
their 
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their faith, and gave their attacks, until oppofed by the collected 
force of the empire, an irrefiftible impulfe. The fuccefs of this 
fierce adventurer, had allured to his ftandard a numerous body of 
profelyteg : fome to obtain a protection againft the rapacity of the 
Sicque government, others to take fhelter from the oppreffions or 
jut demands.of the-empire: whilft many embraced the new doc- 
trine, from the hope of participating the plunder of the Punjab, 
The larger portion of the converts were of the tribe of Jatts * and 
Goojers ; a people who are chiefly feen in the northern parts of 
India. They are.efteemed tkilful and active hufbandmen, but no- 
toxious for a turbulent and reftlefs temper. 

Te defeat and death of Bunda effected a total deftrudtion: of 
the power of the Sicques, and, oftenfably, an extirpation of their 
fet. An edi& was iffeed by Furruck Sir, -directing that every 
Sicque falling int& the hands af his officers, fhould on a refufal of 
embracing the Mahometan faith, be putito the fword. A valuable 
reward was alfo given by the emperor, for the head of every 
Sicque; and fuch was the keen {pint that animated the perfecu- 
tion, fuch the fuccefs of the exertions, that the name of .a Sicque 
no longer exifted m the Moghul dominion. Thofe who {trl ad- 
hered to the tenets of INanock, either fled imto the mountains at- 
the head of the Punjab, or cut off their hair, and exteriorly re- 
nounced the profeffion of their religion. - , 


© The Khalfah Sicques.bave largely originated from thefe tribes. 
AFTER 
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AFTER a period of more than thirty years, the {park that 
had lain concealed amongft the ruins of the fabtick of Nanock;, 
burft forth, and’ produced a flame which hath never ‘been -extirr- 
guifhed. It is mentioned that the Sicqué ‘fortes: dppeared-in' arms 
at the period’ of Nadir Shah’s return from Dehli ;* when the Per- 
fian army, encumbered with {poil, and. regardlefs of-order, was at-. 
tacked in the rear by detached predatory parties ‘of Sicque cavalry, 
who occafionally fell upon the baggage-cuards, and acquired a large 
plunder. During the periods of tumult and diftrefs, which fol- 
lowed the Perfian,+ and the firft Afghan-invafion, the Si¢ques 
emerged more confpicuoufly from their places of concealment ; and 
collecting a numerous party of promifcuous adventurers, they oon 
rofe into military importance. Even at the low ebb:to which the 
Sicques had been reduced. by the deftruction of their force,. the 
death of their leader, and the profeription of their fe, they had 
continued to refort fecretly to Amrut Sir ;-and:as the attention of 
the empire became, at fubfequent periods, fixed on fubjects that 
demanded an undivided force, the Steques were not molefted in 
vifiting their favourite place of worfhip, which gradually rofe.into 
the capital of their narrow territory. Meer. Munnoo,t the go- 
vernor of Lahore in the reign of Ahmed Shah,§ alarmed at an 


nw 


* 1739. 
+ From the year 1739 to 1746. 
~ The fon of Kummer ud Dein, the vizier of Mahomet Shah. 


§ This prince fucceeded to the empire in 1747, and was depofed in 1753. 
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encreafe of power, the evils of which had been already manifefted 
by the devaftations of the Sicques in his own country, made a 
vigorous attack on them ; and it is fuppofed that their force would 
then have been annihilated, had not this people found a ftrenu- 
ous advocate in his minifter Korah Mul, who was himfelf of the 
Khualafah fect, and diverted Meer Munnoo from reaping the full 
fruits of the fuperiority he had gained. 

Apina Bec Kuan, an officer in the fervice of Meer Mun- 
noo, had been fent with an army into the centre of the Sicque dif- 
tricts, which he over-run; and, encountering their army fome 
time in the year 1749, had defeated it with great flaughter.* A 
permanent accommodation was ultimately effected through the 
mediation of Korah Mul, between the Sicques and the governor 
of Lahore, who being engaged in operations that led to more in- 
terefting objects, the Sicques were left at liberty to acquire ftrength, 
and enlarge their territory, which extended from the vicinity of 
Lahore, to the foot of the mountains. Whilft Korah Mul lived, 
his influence over the Sicques confined them to their own limit, and 
reftrained their depredations. But the death of this officer, who 
was flain + in an a¢tion fought with the Afghans, and the tumult 


which arofe at the deceafe of Munnoo,} from the various compe- 


* This action was fought near the village of Mackavaul, in the northern diftricts 
of the Punjab. 

+ The death of Korah Mul happened in the year 1751, 

~ Meer Munnoo diéd in the year 1752. 
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titors to the government: of Lahore, enabled the Sicques to fix the 
bafis of a power, which, though feverely fhaken at a fubfequent 
period, has raifed them from a lawlefs banditti to the rank of fo- 
vereigns of an extenfive dominion. The charm which had fo 
powerfully operated in augmenting and confolidating the fpacious 
empire of the Indian Moghuls, and had in the eaftern world pro- 
claimed it invincible, was now broken; and a wide theatre was | 
opened, in which every band of bold adventurers had an ample 
{cope to exercife their courage, and where the moft alluring ob- 
jects were held out to the grafp of ambition and avarice. The 
fouthern territories had been difmembered from the empire; and 
the Perfians and Afghans, the Mahrattas and the Sicques, had 
feverally plundered and laid wafte the northern provinces, and the 
capital. | | | : 
Arter the death of Meer Munnoo, and a rapid fucceffion of 
fleeting governors, the government of Lahore devolved on Adina 
Beg Khan ;* and the court of Dehli, in oppofition to the arrange- 
ments of the Duranny Ahmed Shah, who had annexed the Lahore 
province to his dominion, avowedly fupported the power which 
Adina Beg had affumed in the Punjab. The courage and military 
experience of this officer found an active employment in curbing 
the turbulent and rapacious fpirit of the Sicques : but aware of the 
advantages that would arife from a confederacy with a people whofe 


® The officer who defeated the Sicques at the battle of Mackavaul. 
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depredations, accompanied with every fpecies of rapine, could not 
be prevented without continued warfare, Adina Beg made an al- 
liance with the Sicques, founded ‘on a fcheme of combined hottili- 
ties againft the Afghans, whofe territories * he invited them to 
lay wafte, without requiring participation of the booty. Every 
infringement of the compact being feverely refented by Adina Beg, 
the Sicques were rarely feen interrupting the peace of his-govern: 
ment. 
Tue court of Dehli, having by intrigue and occafional military 
aids, zealoufly contributed to promote the fuccefles of the Lahore 
chief, Ahmed Shah brought an army in the year 1756 into India, 
to recover the poffeffion of the Punjab, and to punifh Ghaze-ud- 
Dien, the minifter of Alumguir the Second, who had affumed: an 
abfolute authority in the capital. Adina Beg, an active fupporter 
of the minifter’s interefts, which were clofely united with his own, 
not having a fufficient force to meet Ahmed Shah Duranny in the 
field, fled into the adjacent mountains, where he remained im con- 
cealment until the departure of the Afghan prince to his nerthernt 
dominions. 
In the year 1757, or 1758, a numerous army of Mahrattas,+ 
Mm 2 after 


* The Afghans were at that time poffeffed of a tract of country, reaching from 
the Chinnaun river to the Indus. 
+ They had been invited into Hindoftan by Ghaze-ud-Dien, to fupport an ad- 


miniftration which was detefted by the people, and oppofed by a party at court. Had 
- not 
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after fubduing the adjacent territory, arrived in the city of Dehli, 
where their chiefs affumed an abfolute fway. Adina Beg, aware of 
the benefits of an alliance with the Mahrattas, reprefented to their 
chiefs, that the Punjab garrifons, weakened by the departure of 
Ahmed Shah, would fall an eafy conqueft to their arms, which he 
offered to reinforce with his party, and the influence he poffefled 
an that quarter. The Mahratta army moved without delay into 
the Punjab, and, expelling the Afghans from Sirhend and Lahore, 
reduced to their power a tract af country that extended to the 
river Jaylum.* National commotions calling the principal Mah- 
yatta officers into the Decan, they appointed Adina Beg Khan, 
who had largely promoted their fuccefs, the governor of Lahore : 
but he died early in the following year, at an advanced age, 
highly celebrated in Upper India for his military and political 
talents. | 

Tue Sicques, awed by the fuperiour power of the Mahrattas, 
and fearful of incurring the refentment of Adina Beg, had not 
during his government, carried their depredations into the low 
country. In the courfe of the feveral expeditions which the Af- 
ghans made into India under Ahmed Shah, they were feverely 
harraffed by the Sicques, who cut off many of their detached par- 


not the arms of Ahmed Shah the Duranny prevailed over the Mahrattas at the battle 
of Pannifrett, it is probable that the Mahometan power would have been extinguifhed 
in India. 

* The fifth Punjab river from the eaftward, 
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ties ; and evinced, in the various {chemes of annoying the Afghans, 
an indefatigable intrepidity. | 

-AuMep Suan, having in conjunétion with the Mahometan 
chiefs of Hindoftan, routed the combined forces of the Hindoos at 
the battle of Pannifrett, in the beginning of the year 1761, and 
_ driven’ the Mahrattas from the northern provinces, meditated a 
full revenge on the Sicques ; who, during a {mall interval of his 
abfence, had in the latter end of the fame year, feized on the largeft 
divifion of the Lahore province. Early in the year 1762, he en- 
tered the Punjab, which he over-run with a numerous army, dif- 
perfing the Sicques wherever they appeared, and diffufing a ge- 
neral terror by the havock which marked his invafion. The 
Afghan foon became poflefled of all the low country, and the 
Sicques difmayed at his rapid fuccefs, and the cruelties exercifed 
by his fierce foldiery, abandoned the plains, and fought a fhelter 
with their families in the, fkirts of the mountains. A large party 
of Sicques had retired towards the northern diftriéts * of Sirhend, 
which being more than an hundred miles diftant from Lahore, 
‘the ftation of the Afghan army, they were not apprehenfive 
of any immediate attack. But the motions and onfet of Ahmed 
Shah. were equally rapid and dreadful, He fell fuddenly on this 
body in February 1762, having marched from Lahore in lefs 


* The villages of Goojerwal and Baffpour, were at that time their common 
places of refuge. 
than 
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than two days, and cut to pieces, it is faid, twenty-five thou- 
{and of their cavalry. The Sicques, in their day of fuccefs, having 
defiled and deftroyed the mofques and other facred places of the 
Mahometans, compelling alfo many of them to embrace the faith 
of Nanock, now felt the favage vengeance of their enemies, 
Amrut Sir was rafed to the ground, ahd the facred waters choaked 
up with. its ruins. Pyramids were erected, and covered with the 
‘heads of flaughtered Sicques ; and it is mentioned, that Ahmed Shah 
caufed the walls of the principal mofques which had been polluted 
by the Sicques to be wafled with their blood, that the contantina- 
tion might be removed,’ and the ignominy offered to the religion 
of Mahomet, expiated. Yet thefe examples of ferocious rigout 
did not quell the native courage of the Sicques, who fill continue 
to iffue from their faftneffes, to hover on the rear = the — 
armies, and to cut off their fcattered parties. 

AHMED Suan, in the clofe of the year 1762, returned into 
Afghaniflan, which being compofed of provinces recently con- 
quered or acquired, and inhabited by a warlike fierce people, de- 
manded a vigilant perfonal attention. A body of his troops, com- 
manded by an officer of diftinguifhed rank, had been ftationed in 
the Lahore territory, and in the capital, which was ftrongly gar- 
rifoned. But foon after the march of Ahmed Shah, the Sicques 
were feen defcending from their various holds on the Punjab, which 
they rapidly laid wafte, and after feveral defultory actions, in which 
the Afghans were defeated, they befieged, and what feems extraor- 


dinary, 
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dinary,, they took the city of Lahore ; where wildly indulging the 
enmity that had never ceafed to inflame them again{t thefe fevere 
fcourges of their nation, they committed violent outrages. The 
mofques that had been rebuilt or reftored to ufe by the Maho- 
metans, were demolifhed with. every mark of contémpt and in- 
dignation; and the Afghans, in chains, wafhed the foundations 
with the blood of hogs, They were, allo compelled to excavate 
the refervoir at Amrut Sir, which in the preceding year they had 
filled up. The Sicques, however, keenly actuated by refentment, 
fet a bound to the impulfe of revenge; and though the Afghan 
maffacre and perfecution muft have been deeply imprinted on 
their minds, they did not, it is faid, deftroy one prifoner in cold 
blood. By) 
Tue records of the Sicques give a relation of a battle fought 
with the Afghans, previoufly to the capture of Lahore: but as 
its afferted iffue does not correfpond ywith the feries of fuccefs, 
which confpicuoufly in India accompanied the Afghan arms under 
Ahmed Shah, or ftand fupported by any collateral proof to which 
I have had accefs, I am neceflarily led to doubt fome parts of the 
Sicque’s relation. This event is faid to have happened in Oétober 
1762, when the collected body of the Sicque nation, amounting to | 
fixty thoufand cavalry, had formed a junétion at the ruins of Amrut 
Sir, for the purpofe of performing fome appointed ceremony, and 
where they refolved, expecting the attack, to pledge their national 
exiftence on the event of a battle. Ahmed Shah, at that time en- 
| camped 
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camped at Lahore, marched with a {trong force to Amrut Sir,* 
and immediately engaged the Sicques ; who, roufed by the fury of 
a defperate revenge, in fight’ alfo of the ground facred to the 
founders of their religion, whofe monuments had been deftroyed 
by the enemy they were then to combat, difplayed, during a bloody 
conteft, which lafted from the morning until night, an enthufi- 
aftic and. fierce courage, which ultimately forced Ahmed Shah te 
draw off his army arid retire with precipitation to Lahore. The 
Sicques, it is alfo faid, purfaed the enemy to that city, which they 
took after a fhort fiege; and that Ahmed Shah, having made his 
efcape before the furrender, croffed-the Indus. Any probability of 
this event can only be reconciled-by a fuppofition, that the army 
of Ahmed Shah had fuffered fome extraordinary reductious, pret - 
vioufly to the period in which this occurrence + is faid to have 
happened. Without a further difcuffion of this clouded fact, we 
wil proceed to the common annals of the day, where it is.feen 
that the Duranny returned into the Punjab, in the autumn of 
1763, when he retook Lahore, ‘and again drove the Sicques from 
the low country. The fucceffes of this prince, though decided at 
the moment, were not followed by either a benefit to himéfelf or 
to the country he conquered ; and could be only traced by flaugh- 
ter and rapine ; for in the courfe of the following year, during his 


* This place is about forty miles to the weftward of Lahore. 
+ A total eclipfe of the fun is faid to have happened on the day of action. 
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fhort abfence, the Sicques ravaged the Punjab, expelled the Af- 
ghan garrifons, and purfued their fortune with fo vigorous a ra- 
pidity, that during tho year 1764, they had'over-run, and feized 
on,’ an extent of territory reaching from the borders of the Indus 
to the diftri€ts of. Dehli. 
ic “AuMED Suan, in the three following years, continued to 
miaigtain a defultory war with the Sicques; but poffeffirig no trea- 
fare in India, fearing alfo the effects of a remote refidence from 
his native dominion, he mutt have at length fhrunk from the dif- 
ficulties of conquering a numerous people, who when driven from 
the plains, poffefled impenetrable retreats in forefts and moun- 
faine;: and, what was more @ dreadful to their enemies, an invineible 
courage. a | 
| ArTeR the year ee the soe of his laft campaign in 
4ndia, Ahmed Shah, feems to have wholly relinquifhed the defign 
‘of fubduing ‘the: Punjab. ‘The Sicques ‘now became the rulet's of 
a large country, in évery part of which they eftablifhed an undi- 
sided authority, and raifed-in it the folid ftruCture of a religion, 
in. the propagation and defence of which, their selaehilen ‘valour 
merit a common applaufe: 
:o Timur Sau, the reigning prince of Afghaniftan, the fon of 
Ahmed Shah, had made war on the Sicques with various fuccefs. 
During the interval of his laft campaign in India, he wrefted from 
them the city, with a large divifion of the province of Moultan ; 
which the Sicques, contrary to the fpirit of their national cha- 
Vor. I. Nn racter, 
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saéter, evacuated after a weak refiftance. This-furrender might of 
the firft view be termed pufillanimous, efpecially when the inactive 
difpofition of Timur is confidered; but it feems to have been 2 
natural confequence of their eternal divions, and the fears enters 
tained by the body at large, of the encreafe of individual, power, 
The dominions of. the Sicques, whofe limits are ever an a ftate of 
fluctuation, was, in the year 1782, bownded on the north by the 
chain of mountains that extend in an oblique line acrofs the head 
of the Punjab; on the eaft by the pofleflions of the emperor and 
his officers, which reach to Pannifrett and Kurrwaul; on the fouth- 
eaft by the Agra diftricts ; on the fouth by Moultan ; and on the 
weft by the Indus, except where the town and independencies of 
Attock, and fome petty chiefships, are interfperfed. 

_ Te Sicques have reduced the largeft portion of the territory 
of Zabitah Khan, keaving him little more than the fort of Ghous 
Ghar, with a very jimited domain in:its vicinity. This chief, the 
degenerate fon of Najeb-ud-Dowlah, has made no vigorous effort 
wn his defence; but thinking to footh them, and divert their en- 
croachments, aflumed the name of a Sicque, and oftenfibly, -it 
is faid, became a convert to the faith of Nanock.* . It-is not feen 
that he derived any benefit from his apoftacy ; for atthe perind of 
my journey through the Duab, the Sicques were invefting his fort, 


* Durm Sing, was the name taken by Zabitah Khan.. He was fuceeeded by his 
fon Gholam Bhahauder, in 1785, who, though an active foldier, and refpected by the 
Sicques, is not emancipated from their power. | 
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and he was reduced to the defperate alternative of calling ina nied 
of their mercenaries to his affiftance. . 

In the beginning of the year 1783, a party of Sicques tra- 
verfing the Ghous Ghur diftriéts, approached the Ganges, where 
it forms the weftern limit of Rohilcund, with an intention of 
crofling the river, and invading the country of the vizier. Being 
at that time in Rohilcund, I witneffed the terror and general 
alarm which prevailed amongft the inhabitants, who, deferting 
the open country, had retired into forts and places inacceflible to 
cavalry. The Sicques, perceiving the difficulty of pafling a river 
in the face of the vizter’s troops, which were pofted on the 
eaftern bank, receded from their purpofe. This fact has been 
adduced to fhew that the Sicques command: an uninterrupted 
paflage to the Ganges.* 

Tuus have I laid before you, according to the moft fubftantial 
authorities that I could obtain, the origin of the Sicques ; their 
firft territorial eftablifhment, and the outlines of the progrefs they 
made, in extending a fpacious dominion, and confolidating the 

power which they at this day poflefs, We have feen this people, 
"at two different periods, combating the force of the Moghul em- 
pire, and fo feverely deprefled by its fuperior ftrength, that the 
exiftence of their fect was brought to the edge of arama 


* The Sicque forces affembled again in the TTA of the year 1785, when they 
entered the province of Rohilcund, and having laid it wafte, for the pee of one 
hundred miles, they returned unmolefted. | | 
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The Afghan war involved them in a feries of ftill more grievous 
calamity ; as they had then laid the foundation of a growing 
power, and more fenfibly felt the ravages of a formidable foe. 
They were driven from the fanétuary of their religion, and perfe- 
cuted with a rage which feemed to keep pace with the encreafing 
ftrength and inveteracy of their enemy : yet we have feen, that in 
the loweft ebb of fortune, they retained the fpirit of refourcey 
that they boldly feized on. every hold which offered fupport’; 
and, by an invincible perfeverance, that they ultimately rofe fu- 
perior in a conteft with the moft: potent prince ‘of his age. 
Grand auxiliary caufes operated alfo in the formation and final 
eftablifhment of the Sicques’ dominion. It hath already been 
noticed, that the firft efforts of this people commenced at a 
time when the Moghul empire loft its energy and vigour; when 
inteftine commotions, the intrigues of a luxurious court, and the 
defection of diftant governors, had promoted the increafe of in- 
dividual interefts, and a common relaxation of allegiance. 

Tue decifive fuperiority obtained over the Sicques, by Meer 
Munnoo, would, we mutt believe, with a judicious application of 
its ufes, have removed to a farther diftance the rank which this 
ftate now maintains in Hindoftan. To develope the actions of 
men, with whofe hiftory we are trivially acquainted, would be fa- 
bricating too refined a fyftem of {peculation ; nor would I now 
inveftigate fo obfcure a fubject, were it not to generally obferve, 
that the prefervation of the Sicques from the effects of Meer 
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Munnoo’s. fuccefs, appears to. have .been largely promoted by the 
interference af his minifter Khorah Mul, who being-himfelf a 
Sicque, naturally became a trufty advocate of the fect; and who, 
it ‘is faid, completed his afcendancy over the Mahometan, by a 
confiderable. donation. But the diftraéted ftate of Abmed Shah’s 
Afghan and. Perfian dominiom...which yrgently called on a per- 
fonal adminiftration; afforded: thei Bicques the moft favourable oc- 
cafions of accomplifhing the conqueft of the Punjab ; and it is 
probable, that, had the Afghan .prince been enabled to prolong 
his campaigns in Hindoftan, theSicques would not, during his 
life, have attained. any extenfive degree of national confequence. 

I FinpD an embarraflment in applying a diftinét term to the 
form of the Sicque government, which, on the firft view, bears an 
appearance of ariftocracy; but a clofer examination difcovers a 
large vein of popular power branching through many of its parts. 
No honorary or titular diftin¢tion 1s conferred on any member * 
of the ftate, and the chiefs are treated with a deference that would 
feem to arife only from the military charges they may at the inftant 
_ de invefted with, and from a felf-preferving regard to the fubordi- 

nation neceffarily required in conducting an armed body. Though 
orders are iffued in a Sicque army, and a fpecies of obedience ob- 
Zerved, punifhments are rarely inflicted ; and the chiefs, who 


© The pofterity of the ten priefts are occafionally denominated Pane that is, 
defcendants of a faint, or prephet. 
aa 
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often command. parties of not more than fifty men, being nume- 
tous, its motions are. tumultuous and isregular.. .An- equality of 
rank is maintained . in their civil fociety, which no clafs of. men, 

however wealthy or powerful, is fuffered to break down. At the 
periods when general councils of the nation were convened, which 

confifted of the army at large, every member had the privilege of 
delivering his opinion; and the majority, it is faid, decudédd.on 
the fubjeét in debate.. The Khalfah Sicques, even of the loweft 

order, are turbulent people, and poffefs a haughtinefs of deport- 

ment which, in the common occurrences of life, peculiarly marks 

their chara€ter. Examples of this difpofition I have myfelf wits 

nefled, and one of them I think merits a diftin& notice. In tra- 
velling through the Siringnaghur country, our party was joined by 
a Sicque horfeman, and-being defirous of procuring his acquainy 

tance, I ftudioufly offered him the various attentions which mes 

obferve to thofe they court. But the Sicque received nsy advances 

with a fixed referve and difdain, giving me, however,. no individual 

caufe of offence; .for his deportment to the other: paflengers was 

not lefs.contemptuous. His anfwer, when I .afked him the namé 

of his chief, was wholly conformable to the obfervations I had 

made of his nation. He told me (in a tone of voice, and with 

an expreffion of countenance, which feemed.to revolt at the idea 
of fervitude) that he difdained an earthly fuperiour, and acknow- 

ledged no other mafter than his prophet ! 

Tue civil and military government of the Sicques, before a 
common 
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common intereft had) ceafed to actuate its operations, was con- 


ducted by; general and limited afflemblies, which prefided over the 


different departments of the ftate. ‘The grand convention, called 
in their language: Goorimotta, was that in which the army met to 
tranfaét the more important affairs of the nation; as the declara- 
tion. of war or peace, forming alliances, and detaching parties on 
the. fervice of the year. The amount of the contributions levied 
on; the public account was reported to this aflembly, and divided 
among the chiefs, proportionably to the number of their troops. 
They were at the fame time obliged to diftribute a certain fhare of 
this property to their foldiers, who, on any caufe of diffatisfac- 
tion, made no hefitation in quitting their fervice, and following a 
more popular leader. Subordinate officers were eftablifhed for re- 
giftering the political correfpondence of the ftate, and for providing 
warlike ftores ; . andthe adminiftration of ecclefiaftical affairs was 
entrufted to a certain fociety of religeufe, compofed chiefly of the 
defcendants .of their original priefts, but they did not poffefs any 
influence in the temporal regulation of the ftate. Thefe were the 
principal ordinances enacted by the firft chiefs, when the people 
were. united,.and a’ common objeét governed their public con- 
duct... The dominions of the Sicques, now widely extended, have 
been: fince divided into mumerous ‘ftates, which purfue an inde- 
pendent! intereft, without a regard to general policy. The grand 
affembly is now rarely fummoned, nor have the Sicques, fince the 
Afghan war, been embarked in any united caule. 
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Tueir military force: may be faid to confift efferitially of ca- 
valry; for though fome artillery:is maintamed, it is auxwardly 
managed, and its-ufes ill underftood ;. and their infantry, ‘held: in 
low eftimatian, ‘ufually garrifon the forts, and-are employed in' the 
meaner duties-of the fervice.. A Sicque horfeman is armed with 
a matchlock and fabre of excellent metal,.and his horfe is ftrong 
and well formed. In this matter I {peak from-a perfonal know- 
ledge, having in the courfe of my. journey feen two of their par- 
ties, each of which amounted to about two hundred -horfemen. 
They were clothed in white vefts,* and their arms were pre- 
ferved in good order: the accoutrements, confiftng of priming 
horns and ammunition pouches, were chiefly covered with -Eu- 
ropean fcarlet cloth, and ornamented with gold lace. . The pre- 
dilection of the Sicques for the match-lock mufquet, and the 
conftant ufe they make of it, caufes.a difference in their man- 
ner of attack froth that of any other Indian cavalry ; .a-party, 
from forty to fifty, advance in a quick ‘pace to the diftance of 
a carabine fliot from the enemy, and thea, that. the fire..may 
be given with .the greater certainty, the herfes are drawn up, 
and their pieces difcharged; when, {peedily | retiring about a 
hundred paces, they load and repeat the fame mode of annoy- 
ing the enemy. The horfes have been fo expertly trained to 
the performance of this operation, that on receiving a ftroke of 


* A long calico gown, having a clofe body and fleeves, with a white fkirt. 
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the hand, they ftop from a full career. But it is not by this- 
mode. of combat. that the Sicques have become a formidable 
people.- Their fucceffes and conquefts have largely originated: 
from .an activity unparalleled by other Indian nations, from 
their. endurance of exceffive fatigue, and a keen refentment of 
injuries. The perfonal endowments of the Sicques are derived 
from a .temperance.of diet, anda forbearance from many of: 
thofe fenfual pleafures. which have enervated the Indian Mabno-. 
metans. -A body of their cavalry has been known to make: 
marches of forty or. fifty miles, and to continue the exertion 
for many fucceflive days, . _ a is 

Tue forces of this nation muft be numerous, though I am. 
net - ‘poffeffed of any fubftantial document for afcertaining the 
amount. A Sieque will confidently fay, that his country can 
fu rmifh .three hundred thoufand cavalry, and, to authenticate the 
affertion, affirms that. every perfon, holding even a fmall pro 
perty, is provided with a horfe, match-lock, and fide-arms.. But: 
ip qualification of this account, if we admit that ‘the Sicques: 
‘when united can bring two hundred thoufand horfe into the field, 
their force in cavalry is greater than that of any other ftate in. 
Hiindoftan. A paffage which J extracted froma memoir,* written 
zat Dehli in 1777, exhibits a lively picture of this people in: | 
their military capacity. ‘* The Sicques,” it reprefents, are. 


—> 


* | believe it was written by Colonel Tolier. 
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in general ftrong and well made; -aecuftorned. fiom their infancy 


-to the-moft laborious life, and hardett fare; they make marches, 


and undergo fatigues that really appear aftonifhing. In their 
excurfions they carry no tents or baggage, except, perhaps, a 


‘ {mall tent ‘for the principal-officer : the reft fhelter themfelves 


under blankets, which ferve them alfo in the cold weather to 
wrap themfelves in, and which; on a march; cover their faddles. 
They have commonly two, fome of them threc, horfes each, of 
the middle fize, ftrong, active, and mild tempered. The pro- 
vinces of Lahore and Moultan, noted for’a breed of the beft 
horfes in Hindoflan, afford them an ample fupply ; and indeed 
they take the greateft care to encreafe it by all means in their 
power. ‘Though they make merry on the demift of any of their 
brethren, they mourn for the death of ahorfe: thus fhewing 
their love of an animal fo neceflary to them in their profeffional 
capacity. The food of the Sicques is of the coarfeft kind, and 
fuch as the pooreft people in Hindoftan ufe from neceffity. 
Bread, baked in afhes, and foaked in a mafh made of different 
forts of pulfe, is the beft dith, and fuch-as they never indulge 
in but when at full leifure ; otherwife, vetches and tares, haftily 
parched, is all they care for. They abhor fmoaking tobacco, 
for what reafon I cannot difcover; but intoxicate themfelves 
freely with fpirits of: their own country manufacture: © A cup 
of the laft they never fail taking after a fatigue at night. Their 
drefs is extremely fcanty: a pair of long blue drawers, and a 


«* kind 
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“ kind of checkered plaid; a part of which is faftened round the 
** wait, and the. other thrown over the fhoulder, with a mean 
‘ turban, form their clothing and equipage. The chiefé are dif: 
“¢ tinguifhed by wearing fome' heavy gold bracelets on their. wrifts, 
and fometiines’ a chain of the fame metal bound:round their 
** turbans, and by being mounted on better horfes : otherwifé, np 
 difingtion appears: anrong& them. Thie:chiefs.are numerous, 
 fome of whom have the command of ten or twelve thoufand ca- 
-valry 3 but this power is confined ta a fmatl.number, the in- 
“ ferior’ officers maintaining from ene.to two thoufand, and many 
¢ not. more than twenty or thirty horfds ;.a‘certain quota of which 
* is farnifhed by the, spite the er. _ _— - — 

‘* property of the horfemen.*” |. s 
_ From the fpuit af. ctuaiaiad invariably: infufed xl emoigft 
then, their mutual jealoufy, and 's rapacious: roving teriper, “the 
Sicques at this day are feldom {ten co-operating in national coneert, 
but ‘actuated by flie influence of-an-inddividual.ambition, or private 
diftruft, they: puifue fuch plans only as. coincide with thefe mo- 
tives.. An example of their forces being engaged itt opppfite in- 
terefts, has been noticed in the cafe of Mbah Sing, who fuccaured 
the Rajah of Jumbe,; againtt the Sicque party,: which had tnvaded 
his country. Before the chiefs of the Mountaineers country, -at 
the head of the Punjab, were reduced to a tributary ftate, fevere 
depredations ‘were: committed on them by the Sicques, who plin- 
dered and deftroyed their habitations, carried off the cattle, aiid, if 
O02 {trong 
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ftrong and well formed, the male children, who were made con- 
verts: to the faith of Nanock. But fince the payment of a fixed 
tribute has been {tipulated, which does not amount to more than 
five per cent. on the revenue, the Mountaineers are little molefted, 
except when the Sicques have been called in to adjuft their demeftic 
quarrels. se | 

Tue extenfive and fertile territory of the Sicques, and their 
attachment ‘and application in the midft of warfare to the occupa- 
- tions of agriculture, muft evidently produce a large revenue. ‘The 
diftricts dependant on Lahore in the reign of Aurungzebe, pro- 
duced, according to Mr. Bernier, a revenue of two hundred and 
forty-fix lacks and ninety-five thoufand rupees; * and we are 
naturally led to fuppofe, from the induftrious fkill of the Sicques 
in the various ‘branches of cultivation, that no great decreafe of 
that amount can have taken place fince the Punjab has fallen into 
their poffeffion. _ & 

An extenfive and valuable commerce is alfo maintained in 
their country, which has been extended to diftant quarters of 
India; particularly to the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, where 
many Sicque merchants of opulence at this time refide. The Omi- 
chund who took fo active, though unfortunate, a fhare in the re- 
volution, which the Englith effected in Bengal, was a Sicque; as 


© Two millions four hundred and fixty-nine thoufand five hundred pounds fterling, 
at two fhillings for the rupee. | 
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13 his adopted fon, who is now an inhabitant of Calcutta. Mer- 
chants of every nation or fect, who may introduce a traffick into 
their territories, or are eftablifhed under their government, expe- 
rience a full protection, and enjoy commercial privileges in com- 
mon with their own fubjects. At the fame time it muft be no- 
ticed, that fuch immunities are granted only to thofe who remain 
amongft them, or import wares for the immediate fupply of the 
Sicque markets. But the foreign traders, or even travellers, who 
attempt to pafs through the Punjab, are often plundered, and 
ufually l-treated. In the event of no moleftation being offered 
to pzople of this defcription, the efcape is ever {poken of with a 
degree of joyful furprize, and a thankfgiving is offered to Provi- 
dence for the fingular efcape. This conduct, inimical to the pro- 
grefs of civilization, and an impediment to the influx of wealth, 
proceeds from an extreme jealoufy of ftrangers, added to a rapa- 
city of temper, which make them averfe to the encouragement of 
‘any fcheme in whofe fuccefs they do not immediately participate. 
Tue Sicques are not rigorous in their ftipulations with the 
Mahometan profelytes, who, if they abftain from beef’s flefh, 
(which is held in equal abhorrence by the Sicques as by the Hin- 
<loos), and perform the more oftenfible duties, as burning their. 
«Jead, and preferving the hair of the head, an indulgent latitude is 
gzranted in all the other articles of the creed of Nanock. The 
Iahometans who refide in the Punjab are fubjeét to occafional op- 


Preffion, and often to the infult of the lower clafles of the people ; 
among 
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among whor} it is, not-an uncommon practice to defile tite places 
ef worfhip; by throwing in the carcales of hogs and. other things 
beld impure by the Muftlman. law. The: Mahometans are.alfo 
prohibited from announcing their ftated times of prayer, which, 
conformably to their ufage, :is proclaimed: in a loud: tone of voice: 
A Sicque who in the chace fhall have flam.a wild: hog,-is frequently 
known. to compel the. firft .Makometan he meets .to-carry ‘to-his 
home the body of the animal; and, on: beitig imtiated:into the 
rites of their religion, the Sicques will fometimes require ’a “Maho- 
metan corivért to bind on his arm the tzfk of a Boar, that by this 
act of. national impurity, he may the more avowedly tefufy a re- 
nuneration and contempt of the tenets-of his former faith. . Thefe 
facts will fufficiently mark the haughty and infulting demeanok, 
which, with few. deviations, forms a prominent feature in the 
character of the military. Sicques ; ; but we may alfo afcribe a certain 
portion of their fevere and contumelious treatment of the Maho- 
metans, to a remembrance of recent injuries. . 

Tue difcordant interefts which agitate the Sicque nation, .and 
the conftitutional genius of the people, muft incapacitate them, 
during the exiftence of thefe caufes, from becoming a formidable 
offenfive power; nor are they invefted with that fpecies of execu- 
tive ftrength which is neteffary to advance and eftablith a diftant 
conqueft. In the defence and recovery of their country, the 
_ Sicques difplayed a courage of the moft obftinate kind, .and mani- 
fefted a perfeverance, under’ the preflure of calamities, which bear 


an 
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an ample teftimony of native refource, when the common danger 
had roufed them to aétion, and gave but one impulfe to their fpirit. 
Should any future caufe call forth the combined efforts of the 
Sicques to maintain the exiftence of empire and religion, we may 
fee fome ambitious chief led on by his genius and fuccefs, and, 
abforbing the power of his affociates, difplay, from the ruins of © 
their commonwealth, the {tandard of monarchy. The page of hif- 
tory is filled with the like effects, {pringing from the like caufes. 
Under fuch a form of government, I have little hefitation in fay- 
ing, that the Sicques would be foon advanced to the firft rank 
amongft the native princes of Hindoftan ; and would become a 
terror to the furrounding ftates.* 
I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


® Mhadgee Scindia, a Mahratta chief, by feizing the relics of the Imperial au- 
thority and domain, has placed himfelf in the fituation which the Sicques muft have 
been defirous of occupying. This refolution will naturally create a national enmity, 
perhaps a conteft, between the northern branch of the Mahratta empire, and the 
S icques. 
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Jad geibeel s dse o« Bajfbmire, April, 1783. 
| to DEAR SIR). rae tire ate 


| AD Nitheor ythiol WApeily iT deft: Jumbo » and, 

accompanied by 4 Kafhmirian fervant;) who carried my! baggage, 
T reached the’ fmall village: of ‘Dunfhaulah, after a painful 
journey on foot, “of ten cofles. A-review of my feet; tod plainly 
fhiewed ! that “they>*had .not been’ proof’ againft,'the fteep and 
rocky’ roads::I had sclambered over ;:indeed 'they shad -fuffered. fo 
feverely by ‘bruifés ‘and excoriations,: that'I could: fearcely- walk. 
\ Havine bound up my feet! with: bandages foaked in oil, I 
reached, on the 18th, though! with: difficulty; the villageof Na- 
grolah five coffes.; During thefe two laft, days; I. paid, at the 
different euthonubeniilies certain fmall fees of office; which were 
not: authorized charges ; ‘but’ being: known ‘to be! a ftranger, ‘and 
apparently in ‘a condition’ to fatisfy. the demand,. I .was-féldom 
permitted to pafs a cuftom-houfe unmolefted. Though the la- 
cerations in my “feet gave me much pain, efpecially. at the firkt 
fetting off, I--purfued’ my journey. in’ good ‘fpirits, being ;pro- 
Wo. I. P p tected 


1p 


a 


me 


Ne 


Digitized by KLs0 Or 





O 


298 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


tected by the quiet difpofition of the people, and fure of pro- 
curing a good meal in the evenings, with commodious lodging. 
The firft night, we were received into a retail fhop, at Dun~ 
fhaulah, where I flept on my large blanket, and fupped on 
fome fpiced meat and bifcuits, which my Jumbo hoft had pro- 
vided: and at Nagrolah we were accommodated by a Maho- 
metan family, who fapplied me with a ftanding bed. 

On the 1gth, at Luttere—eight cofles. The latter part of 
the journey led me up a high and fteep hill, andthe fun, then 
at its meridian height, had nearly overpowered me; when, on a 
fudden, I found myfelf: on a fummit, where fome ‘charitable 
Hindoo had erected a fmall, but a cool, building,* plentifully 
fupplied with pots of water. Under this hofpitable fhade, I 
was permitted, though a Mahometan, to reft during the day, 
and to fleep at night. Many Hindoos came'in for the: benefit 
of the water and fhade,; and obferving that I was lame, they 
treated me. with an attentive kindnefs, and difpenfed with my 
rifing when any of their principal people entered. 

In the number of: thofe’ who came to partake of the chari- 
table ufes of this houfe, was a Mahometan, who ejaculating his 
Bifmillab,+ laid himfelf down, without. farther ceremony, in the 
interior quarter of the apartment. “A Hindoo of rank, accom- 


* Called, in the language of the country, Durmjallen, which fignifies “ A chas 
S¢ yitable foundation.” 
+ An Arabick compound word, fignifying “ In the name of God,” 
panied 
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panied by feveral attendants, entered foon after, and obferving 
that the mendicant had occupied the moft convenient, as well 
as honorary place, and that he offered no mark of attention or 
refpe&, the Hindoo ordered that his chattles, which were heavy, 
fhould be thrown into the road. On exclaiming againft this act 
of ejection, he was told, that though the houfe was erected for the 
purpofe of common accommodation, with no view of excluding 
any nation or fect; yet in fome cafes, as in the prefent, an obfer- 
vance of precedency and deference was neceflary. ‘This anecdote 
will ferve to generally delineate the native difference betwixt the 
temper of a Hindoo and a Mahometan. What do you think 
would have been the reception of a Hindoo, particularly of a reli- 
gious order, had he come into a karavanferah, in a Mahometan 
country, and throw his brafs pot, his rice, or peafe, into an apart- 
nient which Mahometans had previoufly occupied ? Could the 
Hindoo have acted with fuch indifcretion —his punifhment would 
have been more difgraceful and fevere than death, From long 
obfervation, I can with confidence fay, that the Hindoos are a moré 
temperate people, and much. more ufeful in the various relations 
of life, than any clafs of Mahometans. that have come within my 
knowledge. : 

Ar the vicinity of: Nagrolah commence the diftri&ts of the 
Chinnanee chief, a dependant on Jumbo, who poffeffes a revenue 
of about a lack of rupees. This chief does not remit any tribpte 
to his fuperior, but affitts his government with a quota, of troops 
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in the event of exigency ; and comformably to this tenure he now 
ferves in the campaign againft the Sicques. 

On the 2oth, at Chinnanee ; a neat and. paeialiiie town, . fate 
on the brow of a hill; at the foot of which, on the eaftern fide, 
runs a rapid ftream pafling to the left. This channel is paffed by 
means of two {tout fir beams, one of which reaches from the fhore 
to an infulated rock in the centre of the current, on which it 1 
faftened by wooden ftakes ; and the other extends from the rock to 
the oppofite bank. The velocity with which the water was preci 
pitated, its roaring noife, and the narrow fhaking bridge, gave full 
occafion for the ufe of my eye, and the fteadinefs of my head. At 
Chinnanee; I was taxed in the fum of a rupee for permiflion to 
crofg the river ae which forms the weftern limit of this 
ne | 

. On the 2rft, at Dumomunjee—feven cofies. A few biel 
houtes, i in one of which I was accommodated by a Kafhmirian fa- 
mily, who had taken a farm in that quarter. The approach to 
this village leads through a valley, covered with luxuriant herbage, 
and interfperfed with fome of the moft beautiful fhrubs I ever faw. 
From Jumbo hither, the road tended, as nearly as I could afcer- 
tain, to the eaft and eaft-by-fouth ; but from the vicinity of Du- 
momunjee it leads to the north and north-by-weft.® 

) | On 
‘* My fervant informed me that robberies are often committed in thefe parts, by the 


inhabitants ef an adjacent diftrict ; and to avoid which, travellers have been induced to 
‘ make 
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! -- On the 22d, at Naufman—nine coffes : a fmall village in the 
Kifhtewer country ; the only independant Hindoo territory I have 
yet feen in India. This day croffed the Chinnaun, ufually deno- 
mimated at this place, from the mode of croffing it, the Chickah. 
‘The manner of conveying paflengers and all forts of property over 
this ftream is curious, and deferves explanation. The Chinnaun 
is about feventy or eighty yards broad, and, like the rivers of this 
part of India, from the declivity of the country, very rapid. On 
the oppofite banks are fixed {trong wooden pofts, of about four 
feet in height, on the upper ends of which a ftout rope is tightly 
extended, and is joined below to a fmaller one, by hoops of twifted 
ofiers,—In the centre of the {mall rope, to which only the hoops 
are firmly attached, hangs a vehicle of net-work, for the convey- 
ance of merchandife and paffengers, which 1s fupported from the 
main rope by a wooden flider, in the form and fize of a bullock’s 
yoke, to whofe ends the vehicle is faftened ; anda fufficient length 
of both ends of the {mall rope permits it to be landed on either 
fide of the river. It appears that the feat, or as it 1s termed in 
this: county, the Chickah, is by mutual agreement kept on the 
Kifhtewer fide, during the night. In defiance of my. pafsport, the 
officer at the Chinnanee limit, taxed me in an additional fee; and I 
was alfo compelled to buy my way through an inferior tribe of 


make a deviation from the more direét track. But I apprehend that the abrupt fteep- 
ne(s of fome of the ranges of mountains in this quarter, has caufed this obliqué 
direction, 
| harpies, 
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harpies, who infefted the water fide. Anxious to arrive at the end 
of the ftage, being both hungry and tired, I endeavoured to‘ pacify 
their clamours ; but other demands were yet againft me: for this 
extraordinary race of ferrymen, having conveyed my fervant and 
our little baggage over half of the river, kept them {winging there, 
and declared that they fhould be detained until a fecond payment 
was made. Though this impediment materially affected me, I 
could not refift laughing at the aukward pofition of the unfortu- 
nate domeftic, who bawled out to me, from his flack rope, that 
they were a pack of hardened rogues, and that he would rather be 
kept hanging all night, than confent to give them a farthing more 
But the neceffities of my fituation cooled my refentment,. and 
obliged me to purchafe his releafe. 

At Naufman, I waited on a Mahometan of fome diftinGtion, 
who was travelling into Kafhmire, and I requefted permiffion to 
travel in his fuite, that I might with more fuccefs, I informed 
him, repel the dreaded attack of the cuftom-houfe officers ; who, 
fince my departure from Jumbo, had extorted a larger fum than 
was proportioned to the ftate of my finances. At the diftance of 
every ten or twelve miles from Jumbo to the Chinnaun river, one 
of thefe petty tyrants takes his ftand; and on the payment of a fti- 
pulated fum to the government, collects the public duties, as well as 
enforces every {pecies of private exaction ; and fuch taxes have be- 
come the more grievous to the merchant, by their being equally 
Jevied on the tranfportation of goods through a diftriGt, as at the 

actual 
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aétual place of fale. From Kafhmire to Lucknow are not lefs than 
thirty {tations at which a duty of three and four per cent. is levied 
on every quality of merchandize : this charge, with the expences 
neceflarily incurred in the courfe of a tedious and diftant land-con- 
veyance, largely enhances the price of fhauls in the lower part of 
India. Zulphucar Khan, the perfon whom I had addreffed, rea- 
dily offered me affiftance, and admitted me, without referve, into 
his party. ‘This Khan had lately ferved the chief of Jumbo, and 
had been employed in the management of a diftrict which that 
chief holds in Kafhmire. But on the charge of fome default the 
Mahometan was recalled ; and, after undergoing a rigorous con 
finement, as well as fevere tortures, the effect of which had de- 
ftroyed his mght hand, he was permitted to retire into Kafhmire, 
where his family now refides. 

On the-23d, we proceeded, fix coffes, and halted on the fummit 
of a fteep and uninhabited mountain: the air, in itfelf bleak, was 
made painfully cold by the fall of a heavy rain, which did not 
ceafe during the night. It were almoft fuperfluous to fay, that the 
perfon who makes this journey fhould poffefs a {trong and vigorous 
conftitution, and he fhould alfo endeavour to cordially wean himfelf 
from the defire:of every huxury. 

On the 24th, at Hollweiggin, a village compofed of detached 
hamlets —five cofles. The joumey of this day confifted wholly of 
clambering over hills, and I may add, rolling down them. The 
protection of the Khan was confpicuoufly manifefted at this cuf- 

| | tom- 
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tom-houfe, where I only paid one quarter of a rupee ; and being 
now .confidered an eftablifhed member of his family, I was 
treated at. our places of halt with much civility. All the cuftom- 
houfes on the north fide of the Chinnaun, are in the hands of 
Kafhmirians, who have found in the Hindoo diftriéts a fafe and 
profitable retreat from the oppreflions of their own government. 
The inhabitants of Kifhtewer are Hindoos, though the chief is 4 
Mahometan ; but we may fuppofe no very rigid one, for either 
he or his father, became a convert, to effect fome purpofe with 
the governor of Kafhmire. | 7 

On the 25th, at Bannaul—feven coffes. A fimall village; de- 
pendant on Kafhmire ; where we were accommodated in a mofque,* 
the common lodging of Mahometan travellers, in places not fup- 
plied with karavanferahs. Much hail and rain having fallen this 
day, the path, a winding and narrow one, | became=fo flippery, 
that our progrefs was very flow ; and my. fhoes, which were pur- 
chafed at Jumbo, now evinced fo many wide marks of diffolu- 
tion, that I was obliged to tye them to my feet-with cords. — At 
the diftance of three cofles to the fouth-eaft of the village of Ban- 
naul, we pafled the boundary of a divifion of. the Kafhmire ter- 
ritory, lying without the greater circle of mountains. The'gover- 
nors of Kafhmire permit the fertile valley of Bannaul, of ten or 
twelve miles in length, to remain uncultivated, that it-may not 


* It was fmall, and built of wood, ' 
Med) afford 
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afford fhelter or provifion to the bordering Hindoo {tates ; who, in: 
former periods, ane through this tratt, eee the interior 
pafies of Kafhmire. . : : 
On the 26th, at the town of Durroo, or Surroo, a ‘heititien 
feven coffes. The firft part of this road leads over a mountain, - 
whofe afcent is computed, in a winding direflion, at fix miles. - 
On the fummit, then covered with fnow, except where a ftream 
of water intervenes, are feen the plains of Kafhmire, extending, in 
a long range, from the fouth-eaft to the north-weft, and exhibiting” 
a beautiful diverfity of landfcape. The ‘view, long a rare one to: 
me, was highly grateful, and. excited a train of pledfing ideas, 
which the fuccefsful progrefs of my journey contributed to heigh-- 
ten, and which I continued to indulge, until the extreme chillnefs of 
the air:compelled me-to defcend into a warmer climate. ~ : 
Hav inc now brought you toa near view of this land of pleafure, 
T.am urged, that the defcription may be more explanatory, to call. 
back your attention to the country and people I have lately vifited. 
—From Lall Dong to.the Garigés, the face of the country ‘forms a: 
clofe chain of woody mountains, .and did not one or two miferable 
hamlets ‘feebly interpofe, you would pronounce that divifion of Si- 
ringnaghur fitted only for the habitation of the beats of ‘the fore. 
Elephants abound there, in numerous herds ; but are not to be 
fen, it is faid, on the weft fide ‘of the Junina. In the vicinity of 
Nhan, the country. is interfperfed. with low hills, and!.frequently. 
opens into extenfive vallies; which having, perhaps, ever lain wafte;, 
oN Olex Vs . Qq are 
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are overgrown with low wood, From thence: to Bellafpour,, the 
{cene-1s changed into piles of lofty mountains, whofe, narrow breaks: 
barely ferve to difcharge the defcending ftreams. . From Bellafpour, 
fertile vallies, though not wide, extend to: Biffouly,. where the 
country 1s again covered with high hills, which, with little varia~ 
tion, ftretch to theilimits of Kafhmire, The boundaries of Kifh- 
tewer, except! to the place of: my entrance and departure, are not’ 
fpecified;, nor is the amount of the revenues; an.omiffion caufed: 
by my inability to procure any fubftantial authority, The road 
from Lall Dong to Kafhmire, as accurately as:could be afcertained, 
from an obfervation of the: fun's courfe, tended generally to the 
north-weft, weft-north-weft, and weft by north; except where the 
deviation is otherwife noted. The fides of the inhabited mountains: 
produce wheat, barley, and a variety of the {mall grains peculiar to 
India. The cultivated {paces project from the body of the hill, in 
feparate flats, in the form of a range of femicircular ftairs ; witha. 
broad bafe and a narrow fummit. The ground, which is: ftrong 
and productive, has been propelled; it fhould feem, into thefe pre- 
jections by the action of the rains, which fall among thefe moun- 
tains with great violence, from June till October; and is now pre- 
ferved in this divided and level {tate by buttrefles of loofe ftones, 
which bind in the edge of every flat. Rice is alfo cultivated in the 
narrow vallies, but not in a great quantity ; nor is it the ufual food 
of the inhabitants, who chiefly fubfift on wheat, bread, and peafe 
made into a thick foup. From Nhan, the northern fides of the 
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hills produce the fir," in great plenty ; and in ‘thé country between 
-Jummbo and Kafhmire, are feen many pines, but I obferved they 
only. grew on the north fact of thé mountains! I have frequently 
eat my meal ‘under:the fhade of a {preading wiliow, witch here, :as 
an Burope,. delights in hanging over.aftream. ‘The climate ds not 
favoudable to fruits and vegetables, ‘baing too ‘hot for ‘the Perfian 
products, and tiot fafficiently warm to ‘mature thole of India: 
though the white mulberry muft be excepted, which; at. Jumbo, _ 
is of a large fize, and of an exquifite flavour. ‘The wHages of the 
Mountaineers, ‘or rather their hamlets, ftaad. generally on che brow 
‘of a hill; and conGft of from four to fix dr eight fmall fcattered 
houfes ; which are tant of ‘rough ftones, laid in a clay foam, and 
afually flat roofed: I have.alfo feen, though not often, floping roofs 
of: veood. “Tfie. refinous: parts of the fir, cut in flips, fupply the 
common ufes of the farip; in all the places:where that tree abounds ; 
but the method of extraGong its turpentine, of tar, does not fem 
to be known; . The natives. #f thefe mountaiws are compofed of the 
different claffes of’ Hindods, and lictkeother differeitce.ofi matmers 
exifts between them .and thole‘of the: fouthern: dwarters of India 
‘than is feen ‘amongft ‘a people who occupy the high and dow lands 
of the fame country. The fearcity of wealth, by deprefiing the 
growth of luxury, has given them a rude fimplicity of character, 


® That {pecies of it called the Scots fir, 
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and. has: impeded ‘the’ general advancement of civilization: : They 
have'no fpacious bhildings for private or:public ufe, nor in the pef- 
formance of religious offices do they obferve thofe minuter or. re- 
fined ceremonies that. are practifed by the fouthern Hindoos. . 

- Ar Taullah Mhokee* a {mall volcani¢ fire iffues from the fide 
of a mountain, on which the:Hindoos have raifed a temple that has 
‘long been of célebrity and favorite refort among the people of the 
Punjab. . Fire being the pureft of the elements, the Hindoos con- 
fider.it, as did moft of the ancient Afiatic nations, the fitteft em- 
blem to repréfent the Deity. All places which produce a fubter- 
rameous flame are held facred by the Hindoos, who do not permit: 
any image to be placed near it; believing that other fymbols would: 
tend to fully the purity of this reprefentation : aad I have often no- 
ticed, that thofe Hindoos. who are the moft converfant in. the rites 
of their religion, never omitted, at the firft fight of fire in. the 
courfe of. the day, to offer up a. prayer of adoration. The Moun 
taineers invariably preferved:the beard, and inftead af bowing the 
head in: falutation, as in Lower India, they embrace the party ad, 
dreffed, and incline the head over his left fhoulder. The'growth 
of the beard is encouraged, perhaps, from a certain. feracity of 
difpofition incident-to their fituation, and generally predominant in. 


* This word fignifies « The mouth of the flame.” ‘The place is fituate eight or: 
nine miles to the northward of Nadone, the principal town in the Kangrah country... 
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she difpofition-of Mountajneers, which pronypts them, in‘ different 
modes, to. fhew a difdain and contempt for the fofter. manners of 
the natives of the low countyy.* . 

Tue women have the olive complexion, are delicately thaped, 
and evince a freedom in. they manner, which, without a. tendency 
to ummodefty, or connected with the habits of licentioufnefs, feems 
the refult of the common confidence repofed in them by. the men-: 
Ihave feen. a woman ftop, though. carrying a pot of water, and 
converfe unrefervedly. with paflengers ;. giving them.an, information 
of the road, or any other ordinary. intelligence. Their drefs con- 
fatts of a petticoat, with a border, ufually of different colours; a 
clofe jacket, covering half of the waift, and a loofe ftomacher to 
the fore part of it, which. reaches to the girdle. Their hair, which 
they hold in as. high an eftimation as that beautiful appendage. can 
be regarded by the gayeft females of Europe, is plaited with black 
filk, or cotton ftrings, and falls down the back ;. over which they 
throw, in a graceful fafhion, a veil, which feldom touches, and ne- 
ver wholly conceals, the face. The women of the principal peo- 


* A fwelling of the exterior part of the throat, which is afcribed to the noxious 
quality of the water, prevails among the Mountaineers. As the fame complaint, pro= 
eeeding, -probably, from.the like caufe, is incident to certain inhabitants of the Alps 
and other mountainous countries in Europe, the origin of it has, doubtlefs, been fcien- 
tifically inveftigated and explained. I will, therefore, only obferve, that the water 
iffuing from thefe mountains is impregnated, from the large mixture of fnow, witha 
crude and cold quality; and may have acquired its alledged pernicious property from 
being confined in channels, which the fhade of the woods and the height of the hills 
preclude from a free circulation of air and the rays of the fun, 
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ple, in the manner of the Mahometans, are kept in bidheute apart- 
ments: this practice, exifting in a country * where little danger is 
apprehended from foreign intrufion, affords a belief, thi the ‘con- 
cealment. of the higher ranks of women has been an eltablifhed 
cuftom of the Hindoos, previoufly to the date of the Mahometan 
conquett of India. It was once my opinion, that the Hindoos had 
fecluded them from the public view that they might not be expofed 
to the intemperance of the Mahometan conquerors ; but after per- 
ceiving the ufage adopted amongft the fequeftered Mountaineers, 
and alfo among{t the various independent Mahratta ftates, I am in- 
duced to think that the exclufion of women from fociety, prevailed 
in India before the period of the Afghan or Tartar invafions. At 
the fame time, were a conclufion to be drawn from certain cuftoms 
of the Hindoos, now obfelete, but noticed in their hiftory, I would 
fay, that they did not, in more ancient times, confine any clafs-of 
‘their women; but, as their manners, from the influx of weelth, 
‘and confequent luxury, became lefs fimple, that the princes and 
nobles of the country produced the innovation from a defire of 
imprefling the populace with a greater refpect for their families. 
‘The ftory of the incarnations of Vyftnow, and other ancient le 
gends, fhews that the Hindoo women were admitted into the af- 
fembly of men, and often pofleffed an extenfive {way. In the hif- 
tory of their celebrated — who appears to have been a powerful 


* Mountainous and difficuls of accefs to a hoftile nation, 
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folilier, is feen a paflage which ferves to illuftrate this pofition, and 
. to trace alfo, to a high fource, a mode of tryal formerly eftablifhed 

in Europe. | 
Ir is neceffary to inform you, that Sree Mun Narrain, the’ Su- 
preme Deity of the Hindoos, together with his indivifible- affoci. 
ates, Mhah Letchimy, and the Snake, for the purpofe of correcting 
certain evils which had at that time deranged our terreftrial world, 
fourid it expedient to perfonify human creatures : Narrain affumed 
the form of Ram, a-renowned foldier ; Letchimy became his wife, 
under the name of Seetah Devee ; and‘ the Snake was transformed 
into the body of Letchimun, the brother and companion of Ram. 
It is feen that thefe perfonages mixed freely in the focieties of the 
world, nor does any part of the hiftory notice the retirement of 
Seetah : fhe is, indeed, reprefented coming forth on every occafion 
which could, with propriety, permit the interference of her fex. 
A fervice of importance calling upon Ram’s individual exertion, he 
configned Seetah to the charge of Letchimun: the lady and her 
guardian remained fome time in fecurity and quiet ; when a famed 
magician, inftigated no doubt, by the devil, who 1s ever on the 
watch to draw aftray mortals, particularly the female divifion of 
them, came that way, faw Seetah, and became violently enamoured. 
Fhis fubtle man, having difcovered, it is fuppofed by his {pells and 
incantations, that the eyes of women are the fooneft enfnared, let 
fly, full in the fight of Seetah, a bird of brilliant and beautiful 
plumage. This artifice had the moft powerful effect, for-the de- 
“ luded 
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luded fair one inftantly conjured Letchimun, by every pledge he: 
lneld dear, by the affedtion he bore to her, by his friendfhip for’ 
Ram, to procure for her the charming bird. Letchimun, amazed. 
and- much troubled at this entreaty, endeavoured to defcribe the 
eminent danger of quitting her in fo perilous a fituation, his dread: 
of Ram’s difpleafure for the defertion of fo grand atruft: in fhort, - 
he urged every argument which a regard for his own character or. 
her fafety could fuggeft. The dazzling hues of the bird had fo. 
amply fitled the mind’ of Seetah, that no fpace remained‘for the 
counfel of Letchimun ; fhe muft poffefs this charming object’ of 
her wifhes, ar become the molt miferable of Women. On the re- 
peated denial of Letchimun to gratify fo dangerous a requett, blinded 
by the difappointment of her hopes, and impelled by a paroxy{m of 
rage, fhe accufed him of the defign of feduétion, which fhe al-. 
ledged to be the reafon of his refufal to leave her. “Letchimun, now- 
convinced of the inefficacy of argument, and the neceffity of ac- 
quiefcence, went in queft of the bird; but previoufly to his depar- 
ture he drew a magic circle around the {pot where Seetah f{tood, 
and told her, that within that fpace no‘catamity’could enter. Let-. 
chimun had no foener gone; than the plotting necromancer, affum- 
ing the appearance of an old man, approached, with a feeble and 
decrepid ftep, - the place where Seetah ftood, and, through an ap- 
parent excefs of weaknefs, extended himfelf on the ground,’ He 
befought her, in a piteous tone of voice, for a little water to allay. 
his thirft, and reftore his exhaufted ftrength. The humane, but 


ill- 
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ill-fated, Seetah, felt the force of the old man’s prayer, and, with 
a bofom overflowing with benevolence, fhe ftepped, unmindfut of 
her fafety, beyond the prefcribed bounds, and fell that inftant into 
the power of her betrayer. Here the ftory wanders into a wilder 
field of fable; where I fhould reap little credit, or you improve- 
men 1 will, therefore, content myfelf with mentioning, that 
oor ,Ram had recovered Seetah, he ordered, for the removal of. 
certain fufpicions which had crept into his own breaft, and for ef- 
fectually fhutting the mouth of flander, which began to open, that 
fhe: fhould be judged by the ordeal trial. Seetah, eager to banifh 
every doubt from the mind of her lord, and to exhibit to the 
world a public teft of her purity, joyfully héard the mandate; and, 
without fhew of dread, walked over the burning iron. But the 
feet of Seetah, fays the ftary, ‘“‘ being fhod with innocence, the 
“ fcorching heat was to her a bed of flowers.” 

Parpon me for the intrufion of this Eaftern tale, which might 
juftly be deemed a trifling one, did it. not indicate that the women 
of rank, among the more ancient Hindoos, were not excluded from 
the public eye, and that this people were acquainted with the trial 
by fire at an early period of time. The fame ufes may be derived 
from this ftory as are contained in the Arabian Nights ; where, 
amidft the olio of .talifhan, geriu,’ and devils, we are enabled to 
extract juft relations ‘of the manners and difpofitions of the people. 

As I have thus far entered on a fubject which has occafionally 
engaged my attention, I will proceed a little farther, and recite a 

— Vou. I. Rr | circum- 
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circumftance which may corroborate the pofition, that. Hindoo 
women of diftinction, by ancient as well as exifting ufage, were 
not debarred the fight of men. When a female of the chittery, or 
royal race, was marriageable, or fuppofed to poffefs a difcrimi- | 
nating choice, fhe was conducted to an apartment where many 
youths of her own tribe were affembled ; and, being defired to felect 
from them her future hufband, fhe diftinguithed the object of her 
partiality by throwing over his neck a wreath of flowers.® | 

TueEse defultory opinions are freely given, and I am to intreat 
you will as freely review them; receiving fuch as may ftand-on 
principles of reafon, and rejecting, without a —— thofe that 
feem vague or fanciful. 

I am, 
Dear Sir, 
Your’s,. &c. 


© This cuftom, I am informed, has been obferved within thefe late years at Tanjore. 


END OF VOL. I: 





A 


JOURNEY 


BENGAL TO ENGLAND, 


THROUGH 


THE NORTHERN PART OF INDIA, 
KASHMIRE, AFGHANISTAN, AND PERSIA, AND 
INTO RUSSIA, BY THE CASPIAN-SEA. 





BY GEORGE FORSTER. 


IN THE CIVIL SERVICE OF 


THE HONOURABLE THE EAST-INDIA COMPANY. 





IN TWO VOLUMES. 


Vi. Ino Ik 








LON DQN-= 


PRINTED FOR R. FAULDER, NEW BOND-STREET +e 
Ct eral 
1798, 


go 


lf" "> y 
4 : 
( o™~, OY 
aT rn fe ~ >¢ Wd OD L 
Digitized by NKIWUXK I 
q J 


Se sce ee enemy creetemeernnstemstyeerrey 
FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 
SS 
' LETTER XII. 


-  * Kafbmire, 1783. 
DEAR SIR, : 


I T is now neceffary to call your attention, 
already burthened, I fear, - with no very pleafant matter, to the 
fubject of Kafhmire, and endeavour to defcribe the natural beau- 
ties of a valley, which perhaps, ftands unparalleled for its air, 
foil, and a picturefque variety of landfcape. 

Tue northern path ofthe Bannaul hill, mentioned in my laft 
letter, is about one mile and a half fhorter, than that of the 
fouthern fide, not that this difference arifes from the level of the 
low lands of Bannaul and Kafhmire, but from :the greater de- 
— Vor. IL. A clivity 
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clivity of the fouthern face of the hill. Yet it is evident, from 
the precipitated current of the rivers of this quarter of India, that 
the valley of Kafhmire is confiderably more elevated than the 
Punjab plains. This height of fituation, furrounded alfo by 
mountains, whofe lofty fummits are. covered with fasw, during a 
great part of the year, imparts a coldnefs to the air of Kafhmire, 
which its immediate line of latitude would not otherwife poffefs. 
VEERE Navuc was the firft village we halted at, within the 
valley, where our party was firiétly examined, but from the refpect 
fhewn by all claffes of people to Zulphucar Khan, we were permit- 
ted to pafs untaxed and unmotlefted. A rare ufage ata Kafhmirian 
cuftom-houfe! It fhould have been before noticed, that our 
patron, from the lamenefs of his hand and a general infirm 
ftate of _bady, was obliged to travel in a litter; a {pecies of 
carriage ‘different from any feen in the fouthern quarters of 
India. The frame of four flight pieces of wood, is about four 
feet and a half long, and three in breadth, with a bottom of cot- 
ton lacing or {plit canes interwoven. Two ftout bamboo poles, 
projye€t three-feet, from the end of the frame and are faftened to its 
Outward fides, by iron rings. The extremities of thefe bamboos 
are loofely connected by folds of cords, into which is fixed, by 
clofely twifting and binding at the centre, a thick pole, three feet 
long; and by. thefe central poles, the litter, or as it is here called, 
the Sampan, is fupported on the fhoulders of four men. This 


conveyance you will fee affords no fhelter againft any inclemency 
of 
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of weather, which is braved at all feafons by thefe men of the moun- 
tains. 

In the paflage of fome of the fteep hills the Khan was 
obliged to walk, and it feemed to me furprifing, that the bearers 
were able to carry the litter over them. The Kafhmirians, who 
are the ordinary travellers of this road, ufe fandals made of ftraw 
rope, as an approved defence of their feet, and to fave their fhoes. 
On leaving Sumboo, I had been advifed to adopt this practice, 
but, my feet not being proof againft the rough collifion of the 
ftraw, I foon became lame and threw off my fandals. From a. 
glaring deficiency of method, in the arrangement of my remarks, 
I am often fearful that but faint traces of a general chain will be 
exhibited. It is not that my ideas flow fo thick and ftrong, as, in 
confidence of their fuperiour excellency, to contemn reftriction or 
that obedience to order, which is fo effential to their utility ; it is 
an habit, perhaps an idle one, that impels me to note at the mo- 
ment, the train of thoughts which occur; and it becomes ne- 
ceflary I fee to plead this excufe, for having fo abruptly dragged in 
the ftory of the khan’s litter and my ftraw fhoes, when I fhould 
have been laying before you fketches of this beautiful country, 
which, in the language of Perfia, 1s called Kachmire be Nazeer.* 

In the vicinity of Veere Naug is feen a torrent of water burfting 
from the fide of a mountain with impetuous force, and imme- 


® Unequalled. 
A 2 diately 
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diately forming a confiderable ftream, * which contributes, with 
numerous other rivulets, to fertilize the valley of Kafhmire. On 
the fpot, where this piece of water reaches the plain, a bafon of a 
fquare form has been conftructed, it 1s faid, by the emperor Je- 
hanguir, for receiving and difcharging the current; and the trees 
of various kinds, which overfpread the borders of the bafon, at 
once give an ornament to the fcene, and a grateful fhadeto the 
inhabitants of that quarter, who, in the fummer feafon, make it 
a place of common. refort. | 

The road from .Veere Naug leads through a country, exhi- 
biting that ftore of luxuriant imagery, which is produced by a 
happy difpofition of hill, dale, wood and water; and, that thefe 
yare excellencies of nature might be difplayed in thew full glory, 
it was the feafon of fpring, when the trees, the apple, pear, 
the peach, apricot, the cherry and mulberry bore a variegated 
load of bloffom. The clufters alfo, of the red and white rofe, 
with an infinite clafs of flowering fhrubs, prefented a view fo 
gayly decked, that no extraordinary warmth of magination, was 
required to fancy that I ftood, at leaft, on a province of fairy 
land. Except the mulberry, I do not believe that this country 
produces any fpecies of the fruits of India, and but few of its 
vegetables ; fuch is the change effected within a fpace of two 
degrees of latitude: this fudden revolution of climate cannot be 


® It is called Vheit or Behat in the Kafhmirian language, and in the Sanfcrit, Vetuftah. 
n afcribed 
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a{cribed to the northern fituation of Kafhmire, which is little 
more than two hundred miles from Lahore, where, many of the 
fruits of fouthern India come to maturity, but to the furrounding 
{nowy mountains, and an highly elevated land ; which the Hindoos 
fay, though very widely, is three perpendicular miles higher than 

the Punjab. | 

On the 26th of April, at Durroo or Lurroo, a {mall but 

very populous town, feven coffes from Bannaul, where our khan 

and his fuite’ were hofpitably received by the chief, and lodged that 
night at his houfe. Our entertainment, and the cordial behaviour 
of the hoft, made us a general recompence for the fatigues of the 
journey; and I in an inftant, forgot the pains of my bruifed feet, 
an the pleafant comparifon between a commodious fhelter and the 
boifterous weather of the mountains. 

On the 27th, at Iflaamabad, five cofles —a large town, fituate 
on the north fide of the river Jalum, which is here {pringing from 
the mountains, or penetrating them in narrow openings. At this 
place the Jalum, over which a wooden bridge is built, is about eighty 
yards acrofs, and from the level furface of the country has a gentle 
current. Our party, this evening; hired a boat to proceed to the 

city, and had gone more than five miles, when a written order ar- 
rived, in an evil hour, requiring us to return and remain at Ifla- 
amabad, until a paffport fhould be obtained from the court. ~ This 
check infufed a general gloom, and rendered our fituation, already 
confined and irkfome, almoft comfortlefs. The boat, a very {mall 
| one, 
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one, was fcantily covered with a flender mat, and the wind, current, 
and a heavy rain had fet in againft us. The rain continued incef- 
fantly the whole night, and though my bedding was drenched with 
water, I received no injury from having lain on 1t feveral hours. 
After exprefling my grateful acknowledgements to a hale conftitu- 
tion, I am induced to afcribe a great fhare of the prevention of 
ficknefs, on this as on other occafions to the frequent ufe of to- 
bacco, which manifeftly poffeffes the property of defending the 
body againft the impreflion of damps and cold or impure air, 
which, from the thick ranges of wood and hills, is tainted with 
noxious vapours, produces fevers of a malignant kind, and I am 
prompted to attribute the good health I enjoyed in thofe parts, to 
the common habit of fmoking tobacco. 

Our patty was greatly furprized at the receipt of this very un- 
Aeafonable mandate, as we had during the day, oceupied one of 
‘the mott public places of the town, where moft of the principal 
people vifited Zulphucar Khan, fupplied him with proviftons, and 
were apprized of his intention to depart in the evening. But it 
had been iffued I believe by the governor of the town, in refentment 
of the khan’s not vifiting him; and operated with a quick force, 
on the minds of all the men, and even the children of Iflaamabad, 
who, but the fhort day before, from treating us with a ftudied kind- 
nefs, would now pafs our quarters without a notice. In every region 
of the earth, the lofs of power, nay the trivial croffes of life, too 
often caufe the defertion of thofe, whom the language of the world 

| has 
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has entitled friends, but the averted looks of the prince are ever 
faithfully copied by the courtiers. The difgraced courtier of Afia, 
or he againft whom the frown of the defpot fhall be pointed, be- 
comes immediatly infected, and all men, by intuitive knowledge, it 
fhould feem, fhun him. A retreat is rarely made by an Afiatic 
ftateiman, who ufually clofes his political career in a dungeon or 
‘on a {caffold. 

In Afia, the principles of juftice, honor or patriotifm, as 
they confer no fubftantial benefit, nor tend to elevate the cha- 
racter, are feldom feen to actuate the mind of the fubject, who 
is conftitutionally led to fix the tenure of life and property, 
and fame, on the will of his prince. Zulphucar Khan informs 
me, that the chief of Kafhmire, though a youth, ftands in the 
foremoft rank of tyrants, and that the exactions of a Hindoo cuf- 
~ tom-houfe will be foon forgotten in the oppreffion of his govern- 
ment. The one, he faid, affects a trifling portion of property, 
the other involves fortun: and life. 

Two or three days after our arrival at Iflaamabad, the Dewan, 
or. principal officer of the governor of Kafhmire encamped in our 
vicinity, and being acqu nted with Zulphucar Khan, obtained 
permiffion for the procedure of our party to the city. it is here 
neceflary to obferve, that no perfon, except by ftealth, can enter or 
depart from Kafhmire without an order, marked with the feal of 
government. The Dewan, attracted I fuppofe by the appearance of 
fo white a perfon, made fome enquiry into the nature of my occu- 

p.ution 
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pation and views. I told the old {tory of a turk travelling towards 
his country, with the addition, that to avoid the Sicque territory, 
I had taken the route of Kafhmire, where I hoped to experience the 
benefit of his protection. My ftory was favourably heard, and I 
received a very cordial affurance of every neceflary affiftance. Our 
party being directed to attend the Dewan, and to form a part of 
his domeftic fuite, we proceded by water, on the afternoon of 
the 3d of May, to Bhyteepour, nine cofles, a village fituate on 
_ the northern bank of the Jalum, the evening was ferene, and 
the variegated view of populous villages, interfperfed through 
a plain which was waving with a rich harveft, and enlivened 
by the notes of a thoufand birds, filled the mind with harmon 
and delight. 

In the vicinity of Bhyteepour are feen the remains of an Hindoo 
temple, which, though impaired by the ravages of time, and more 
by the deftructive hand of the Mahometans, ftill bore evident marks 
of a fuperior tafte and fculpture. Kafhmire, having fallen a con- 
queft to the followers of Mahomet, at an early period of their 
empire in India, when they furioufly broke down every fence 
that: barred the progrefs of their religion, felt the full force of 
a barbarous zeal; and its monuments of worfhip and tafte were 
thrown to the ground in fhapelefs piles of ruin. 

Tue Dewan taking Zulphucar Khan with him, went, on the 
sth of the month into the interior part of the country, and directed. 
me¢ to wait for him at the town of Pamper, ten miles further down 


the 
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the river, where an order was fent for my accommodation. This 
perfon of. the Hindoo fect, poffeffed a more liberal difpofition 
than is ufually found in an Indian: though perhaps I am fo 
much biaffed by his indulgent treatment, that my opinion may 
be thought partial, but his deportment feemed uniformly bene- 
volent to all claffes of people; with his companions he was af- 
fable and good humoured, he was humane to his domeftics, and 
he exercifed with a reafonable temperance the duties of- his 
office. : 

On the 7th, the Dewan came to Pamper, whence I went 
to the city, a diftance of feven coffes in his boat, which, though in 
Kafhmire was thought magnificent, would not have been difgraced 
in the ftation of a kitchen tender to a Bengal badgero. The 
boats of Kafhmire are long and narrow, and are rowed with 
paddles : from the ftern, which is a little elevated, to the centre, 
a tilt of mats is extended for the fhelter of paflengers or mer- 
chandize. The country being interfected with numerous ftreams, 
navigable for {mall veflels, great advantage and conveniency would 
arife to it from the water conveyance, efpecially in its interior 
commerce, did not the miferable policy of the Afghan govern- 
ment crufh the {pirit of the people. 

THE city, which in the ancient annals of India was known 
by the name of Siringnaghur, but now by that of the province 
at large, extends about three miles on each fide of the river 
Jalum, over which are four or five wooden bridges, and occupies 
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in fome part of its breadth, which is irregular, about two miles. 
The houfes, many of them two and three {tories high, are flightly 
built of brick and mortar, with a large intermixture of timber. 
On a ftanding roof of wood is laid a covermg of fine earth, 
which fhelters the building from the great quantity of {now 
that falls in the winter feafon. This fence communicates an 
equal warmth in winter, as a fefrefhing coolnefs in the fum- 
mer feafon, when the tops of the houfes, which are planted 
with a variety of flowers, exhibit at a diftance the fpacious view 
of a beautifully checquered parterre. The ftreets are narrow, and 
choaked with the filth of the inhabitants, who are ‘proverbialty 
unclean. No buildings are feen in this city worthy of remark ; 
though the Kafhmirians boaft much of a wooden mofque, called 
the Jumah Muffid,* erected by one -of the emperors of Hin- 
doftan ; but its claim to diftin¢ction 1s very moderate. 

Tue fubahdar, or governor of Kafhmire, refides in a fortrefs 
called Shere Ghur, occupying the fouth-eaft quarter of the city, 
where mott of his officers and troops are alfo quartered. 

Tue benefits which this city enjoys of a mild falubrious air, a 
river flowing through its centre, of many large and commodious 
houfes, are effentially alloyed by its confined conftru€tion and the 
extreme filthinefs of the people. The covered floating baths, 


* 


@ Jumah is the fabath of the Mahometans, and Muffid the name of a public place 


of worfhip. In pre-emince, the principal place of prayer in Mahometan cities is termed 
Jumah Mufid, 


which 
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which are ranged along the fides of the river, give the only tefti- 
mony of conveniency or order; fuch baths are much wanted by 
the Indian Mahometans, who from the climate and their religion, 
are abliged.to make frequent ablutions, and, in preventing the 
expofure of ther women on.thefe occafions, to adopt laborious 
precautions. 

‘Tue lake of Kafhmire, or in the provincial haan the 
Dall, -long celebrated for its beauties, and the pleafure it affords 
to the inhabitants of this country, extends from the north-eaft 
quarter of the city, in an oval circumference of five or fix miles; 
and joins the Jalum by a narrow channel, near the fuburbs. On 
the entrance to the eaftward is feen a detached hill, on which 
fome devout Mahometan has dedicated a temple to the great. 
king Solomon, whofe 7 in Kafhmire is held in re 
veneration. : 

Tue legends of the country affert, that Solomon vifited this 
walley, and finding it covered, except the eminence now men- 
tioned with a noxious water, which ‘had no outlet, ‘he opened a 
paffage in the mountains, and gave to Kafhmire its beautiful 
plains. The Tucht Suliman, the name beftowed by the Maho- 
metans on the-hill, forms. one fide of a grand portal to the lake, 
and on the other {tands alower hill, which, in the Hinduee is called 
Hirney Puarvet, or-the green ‘hill, a name probably adopted-from its 
being covered with gardens and orchards. : | 

On the fummit of the Hirney Purvet, the Kafhmirians have 
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erefted a mofque to the honor of a Muckdoom Saheb, who is as fae 
mous in their tales, as Thomas-a-Becket in thofe of Canterbury. 
The men never undertake a bufinefs of moment without confulting 
Muckdoom Saheb ;x and when a Kafhmirian woman wants a hand- 
fome hufband or a chopping boy, fhe addreffes her prayer to the 
minifters of this faint, who are faid to feldom fail in gratifying her 
wifh, ‘Fhe northern view of the Make is terminated at the diftance 
of twelve miles, by a detached range of mountains, which flope 
_ from the centre to each angle; and from the bafe, a fpacious 
plain, preferved in conftant verdure by numerous ftreams, extends 
with an eafy, declivity to the margin of the water. . 
In the centre of the plain, as it approaches the lake, one of 
the Dehli emperors, I believe Shah Jehan, conftructed a fpacious 
garden, called the Shalimar, which is abundantly ftored with fruit- 
trees and flowering fhrubs. Some of the rivulets which interfect 
the plain, are led into a canal at the back of the garden, and flow- 
ing through its centre, or occafionally thrown into a variety of 
water-works, compofe the chief beauty of the Shalimar. To 
decorate this fpot, the Mogul princes of India have difplayed 
an equal magnificence and tafte; efpecially Jehan Gheer, who, 
with the enchanting Noor Mahl, made Kafhmire his ufual refi 
dence during the fummer months, and largely contributed to 
Improve its natural advantages. On arehes thrown over the 
canal, are erected at equal diftances, four or five fuites of apart~ 
ments, each confifting of a faloon, with four rooms at the angles, 


where 
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where the followers of the court attend, and the fervants prepare 
fherbets, coffee, and the Hookah. The frame of the doors of the 
principal faloon, js compofed of pieces of a ftone of a black co- 
lour, ftreaked with yellow lines, and of a clofer grain and higher 
polith than -porphiry. They were taken, it is faid, from an Hin- 
doo temple, by one of the Mogul princes, and efteemed of great 
value. © : 

Tue canal of the Shalimar is conftructed of mafonry as far as 
the lower pavillion, from whence the ftream ts conveyed through 
a bed of earth, in the centre of an avenue of f{preading trees, to 
the lake, which, with other ftreams of a leffer note, it f{upplies and 
refrefhes. ‘The other fides of the lake are occupied by gardens of 
an inferior defcription ; though two of them, the property. of the 
government, deferve a diftinét notice for their fize and pleafant 
appearance; the Baugh Nuffeem lying on the north-welt, and the 
Baugh Nifhat on the fouth-eaft quarter of the Shalimar. The 
numerous {mall iflands emerging from the lake, have alfo a happy 
effect in ornamenting the fcene.-- One of a {quare form is called 
the Char Chinaur,* ‘from having at each of the angles a plane- 
tree; but one of them, and a pavillion that was erected in the 
centre, has gone to decay, as‘ have all their monuments of the 
Moguls; except the Shalimar, which 1s preferved in good order, 
and is often vifited by the governor, whom I have feen there, with 
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his ‘ofitcets and the principal imhabitants of the city. Since the 
difmemBerment of Kafhmire from the empire of Hindoftan, th: 
been Tubject- td Yhe Afehans,*. wAo poffelfag- neither the pemiut 
hor liberality of the Moguls, have fuffered ‘its elegant ftructures to 
crumble into ruins, and to ‘hold out againtt them a fevere tefti- 
mony ‘of the barbarity: of their nation, : 

Amir Kuan, a Perfian, one of the late governors of Kath- 
mire, ereéted a fortified palace on the eaftern fide of the lake ; but 
the materials have been fo ‘unfubftantial, that though of not more 
than eight years ftanding, it cannot now with fatety be inhahit:-d. 
He ufed to pafs much of his time in this ‘retreat, which was ow 
tioufly adapted to the enjoyment of the various fpecies of Aiiatic 
luxury and -he is {till fpokeh oF in terms of affection and regret ; 
for, like them, he was gay, voluptuows, and much addicted to 
the pleafures of the table. There is not a ‘boatman or his wife 
that does not fpeak of this Khan with rapture, and afcribe to 
him a once abundant livdlihood. This goverfor Tike -many ‘of 
his predeceffors, trufting in the: natural Mtretigth-of ‘the province, 
and its diftance from the -capital, rebelled againft ‘his’ matter.+ 
The force ferit agairift him was fmall -and ill appointed, and 
might ave ‘been ‘eafily repelled by a few ‘réfolate men {tationed 
in the paffes. But ih the ‘hour of need, ‘he was abandoned by 


. © This event probably happened about the year 1754. 
+ Timur Shab, he rcigniog emperer of the Afghans. 
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the pufilanimous finkle Kafhmirians, who reconciled their con- 
duct to the Perfian, by urging, that if he had remained in 
Kafhmire, he would have converted them all to the faith of Alt 
and cyt them off from the hope of falvation. A Kafhmirian mutt 
have been grievoufly embarrafled to juftify his conduét, when he 
afcrabed jt to any principle of religion; for he is a Hindoo, 
a Mahometan, aad would become a Chriftian if a prieft were at 

bend, according to the fathign or intereft of the day, 
Tug -epvirons of the town, to the eaft and welt, are laid 
eut in private gardens, which, fkirting the banks of the Jalum, 
or {applied with canals from the lake, afford a various retreat 
of pleafure to the inhabitants.. The plane-tree, that fpecies 
termed the Platanus Oyientalis, is commonty cultivated in Kath- 
mire, where it is faid to arrive at a greater perfection than in 
other countries. This tree, avhich in’ moft parts of Afia is 
called the Chinaur, grows to the fize of an oak, and has 3 
taper ftreight trunk, with a filyer coloured bark; and its leaf, 
not unlike an expanded hand, is of a pale green. When in 
full foliage, it has a grand and beautiful appearance, and in 
the hot weather, it affords.a refrefhing fhade. But I may vene 
ture to clafs in the firft rank of vegetable produce, the rofe of 
Kafhmire, which, for its brilliancy and delicate Af odour, has 
long been proverbial in the eait; and its effential oil or ottar 
is held in univerfal eftimation. The feafon, when the rofe 
firft opens into bloffom, is celebrated with much feftivity by 
: the 
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the Kafhmirians, who refort in crowds to the adjacent gardens, 
and enter into fcenes of gaiety and pleafure, rarely known among 
other Afiatic nations. There, all. that exterior gravity which 
conftitutes a grand part of the: Mahometan character, is thrown 
afide; and the Turk, Arab, and Perfian, as if fatigued: with-éx- 
hibiting the ferious and guarded deportment of their- own 
country, give a licentious {cope to their paffions. as 

Tue valley of Kafhmire is of an elliptick form, and exe 
tends about ninety miles in a winding direction from the fouth- 
 eaft to the north-weft. It widens gradually to Iflaamabad, whore 
the breadth is about forty miles, which is continued with litte va- 
riation to the town of Sampre,* whence the mountains by a regulat 
inclination to the weftward, come to a point, and divide Kafhmire 
from the territory of Muzzufferabad. To the north and north- 
eaft, Kafhmire is bounded by what is here termed the mountaine 
of Thibet ; a branch, I apprehend, of that immenfe range, which 
rifing near the black fea, penetrates through Armenia, ahd fkirt: 
ing the fouth fhore of the Cafpian, extends through the north-eatft 
provinces of Perfia, to Thibet and China. On the fouth-eaft and 
fouth, it is bounded by Kifhtewar, and on the fouth-weft and 
weft, by Prounce,+ Muzzufferabad and fome other independent 
diftricts. 


_ © About twenty-five miles to the weftward of the city. 
t Through this diftrict lies the pafs of Bember, minutely defcribed by Bernieg. 
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_ Tue Jalum, the weftern of the Punjab rivers, having received 
the numerous rivulets of the valley, and the overflowing water of 
the lakes, becomes a fpacious ftream, and is difcharged through 
the mountains near the town of Baramoulah, where its current, 
from the declivity of the land, runs with rapid force.* At Bara- 
moulah the Kafhmirians fay Solomon rent the mountains, and 
gave a paflage to the waters, which, from the beginning of time 
had floated on their plains. 

AxsourT eight miles to the weftward of the city, the Jalum is 
joined by a finall river called the Chote, or little Scind, which I 
was informed by a Kafhmirian Pundit, arifes in the Thibet 
mountains, and is the only ftream not produced within the valley. 
Previoufly to the Mahometan conqueft of India, Kafhmire was ce- 
lebrated for the learning of its Bramins and the magnificent con- 
ftruction of its temple. The period of its fubjection to the Ma- 
hometans, is not recorded in any hiftory that I have feen, but we 
may believe, that a country, containing a valuable commerce and 
a profufion of natural beauties, would at an early date have at- 
tracted their notice and invited their conqueft. It was governed in 
a long feries of fucceffion, by a race of Tartar princes, of the 
Chug or Chugatay tribe, until the year 1586, when Acbar fub- 
dued it: aided more, it is faid, by intrigue, than the force of his 
arms. Kafhmire remained annexed to the houfe of Timur for 


* See Bernier. 
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the fpace of one hundred and fixty years, after which it was be- 
trayed by the Mogul governor, to Ahmed Shah. srerenny, =e 
formed it into a province of the Afghan cmpire. : = 
Tre valley of Kafhmire has generally a flat farface, and bemg 
eopioufly. watered, yields abundant crops of rice, which is the 
common food of the inhabitants. At the bafe of the furrounding 
hills, where the ‘land is higher, wheat, barley and various other 
grains are cultivated. A fuperior fpecies of faffron 1s alfo produced 
in this province, and iron of an excellent quality is found in the 
adjacent mountains. But the wealth and fame of Kafhmire have 
largely arifen from the manufaécture of fhauls,: which.it holds un- 
rivalted, and almoft without participation. The wool of. the 
fhaul ts not produced in the country, but brought from daftrics 
of Thibet, lying at the diftance of a month's journey to thé north 
eaft. It is originally of a dark grey colour, and is bleached in 
Kafhmire by the help of a certain preparation of rice four. The 
yarn of this wool is ftained with-fuch colours as may be judged 
the beft fuited for fale, and after being woven the piece is once 
wafhed. The border, which ufually difplays a variety of figures 
and colours is attached to the fhauls, after fabrication ; but in fo 
nice a manner, that the junction is not difcernable. The texture 
of the fhaul refembles that of the fhaloon of Europe, to which it 
has probably communicated the name. The price, at the loom, 
of an ordinary fhaul, is eight rupees, thence in proportional qua- 
lity, it produces from fifteen to twenty ; and I have feen a very 
fine 
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fine piece fold at forty rupees the firft coft. But the value of this 
commodity may be largely enhanced by the introduction of flow- 
ered work; and, when you are informed that the fum of one 
handred_ rupees is occafionally given for a fhaul to the weaver, the 
half amount may be fairly afcribed to the ornaments. 

A PoRTION of the revenue of Kafhmire is tran{mitted to the 
Afghan e¢spital in fhaul goods, which I had an opportunity of 
feeing previoifly. to the difpatch, and from the information tlice 
received, I am reafonably confirmed-in the accuracy of this ftate- 
ment L-have given. The fhauls ufually confift of three fizes, two 
of witch, the long and the {mall fquare one, are in common ufe 
dx India; ‘the other. long and very narrow, with a large mixture 
of black colour in it, is worn as a girdle. by the northern 
en’ : oe eee 

VA WINE. is made. 40: Kafhmire, referbling that of Madeira, 
which, if ilfnlly manufactured by age, would poffefs.an excellent _ 
quality. A fpiituous. hquor. is alfo diftilled from the grape, in | 
‘which aad the wine, the people of all kinds freely indulges 

Tue Kafhmiriang fabricate the beft writing paper of the eat, 
‘which was formerly. an-article of extenfive traffic ; as were its lac- 
quer ware, cutlery and fugars ;* and the quality of thefe manufao- 
tures clearly evince, that were the inhabitants governed by wile 
and liberal princes, there are few attainments of art which they 


© The raw fugar is imported from the Punjab. | 
C2 would 
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would not acquire. But the heavy oppreffions of the government, 
and the rapacious temper of the bordering ftates, who exercife an 
unremitting rapacity on the foreign traders, and often plunder 
whole cargoes, have reduced the commerce of Kafhmire to a de- 
clining and languid ftate. In proof of this pofition, the Kafh- 
mirians fay, that during their fubjection to the Mogul dominion, 
the province contained forty thoufand fhaul looms, and that at 
this day, there are not fixteen thoufand. In Kafhmire are feen 
merchants and commercial agents of moft of the principal cities of 
northern India, alfo of ‘Fartary, Perfia and Turkey, who at the 
fame time advance their fortunes, and enjoy the pleafures of a fine 
climate and a country, over which are profufely fpread the various 
beauties of nature. 

Tue drefs of the Kathmirians confifts of a large turban, auk- 
wardly put on ; a.great woollen veft with wide fleeves ; and a fack, 
wrapped in many folds round the middle; under the veft, which 
may be properly called @ wrapper, the higher clafs of people 
wear a pirahun or fhirt, and drawers; but the lower order 
have no under garment, nor do- they even. gird up their loins, 
On firft feeing thefe people in their own country, I imagined 
from their garb, the caft of countenance, which is long and of 
a grave afpect, and the form of their beards, that I had come 
amongft a nation of Jews. The fame idea impreffed alfo Mr. 
Bernier, who carrying it further, has attempted, by the aid of 
fome proofs more fpecious than fwbftantial, to deduce their 

origin 


FORSTER'S ‘TRAVELS: 25 


origin from the Jewifh tribes that were carried into cap- 
tivity. | . 
Tue drefs of the women is no lefs aukward than that of the 
men, and is il adapted to difplay the beauties they naturally: pof- 
fefs: Their outward, and often only garment is of cotton, and 
fhaped like a kong loofe fhirt. Over the hair, which falls in a fingle 
said, they wear a clofe cap, ufually of a woollen cloth of a crim- 
fon colour; ‘and to the hinder part of it is attached a triangular 
piece of the fame ftuff, which falling on the back conceals much 
of. the hair. Around the lower edge of the cap is rolled a fmall 
turban, faftened behind with a fhort knot, which feemed to me the 
only artificial ornament about them. You will be pleafed to notice, 
that I fpeak of the drefs of the ordinary women, fuch only being 
permitted to appear in public. The women of the higher claffes 
are never feen abroad; nor ‘is it confiftent with the. ufage of any 
Mahometan nation even to {peak of the female part of a family. ; 

Tue Kaflmirians are ftout, well formed, and as the: natives 
of a country lying in the thirty-fourth degree of latitude, may be 
termed a fair people, and; their wwemen in fouthern France.or Spain 
would be called Brunettes. But having been prepoffefled with an 
epinion of their. charms, I fuffered a fenfible difappointment s. 
though 1 faw fome of the female dancers moft celebrated for. beauty 
and the . attractions of their profeflion. A coarfenels: of figure 
generally prevails among them, with broad features, and they too 


often have thick legs. Though excelling in the colour of their 
com. 
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complexion, they are evidently furpalled by the elegant form.and 
pleafing countenance of the women of fome of the weftern pro« 
vinces of India. 3 i ee 
‘THe city of Kafhmire once abounded with courtezans, equally 
gay and affluent; but the rigorous contributions-of the Afghans 
have: greatly: reduced their number, and driven’ inoft of thofe that 
Temain into a languid poverty.- The few-that J faw, afforded me 
much pleafure by their graceful ikill in dancing, ‘aid voices: pecut 
fiarly melodious. And here let me obferve, leaft I fhould after> 
wards forget, that the women of Kafhmire are fingularly- fruit 
ful, be the government ever fo oppreflive, or fortune at all points 
adverfe, no baneful effeéts are feen to operate on the propagation 
‘of the fpecies, which is maintained with a fuccefsful perfeverance. 
I will not prefume to inveftigate the pliyfical caufe of a virtue 
copionfy: inherent in the men and ‘women of this country, but 
will fimply intimate to you that its waters are well ftored with 
fifth, which is thought to be a ‘generative Ttimulus, and conftitutes 
a — article of the fedd of the people. -- _ # 

“THe language of Kafhmire evidenthy {prings from the San- 
{rit ftock, and refembles in found, that of the Mahrattas, though 
with more harfhnefs, which has probably induced the inhabitants 
to compofe their fongs in the Perfic, or adopt thofe of the Perfian 
poets. Yet in defpite of the unpleafant tone of their {peech, there 
fs fearcely a perfon in the country, from pea to old age, who 
one ee for mufic. : oo 

THE 
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. ,Twe Kafhmirians ate gay and lively people, with ftrong pro- 
penfities to pleafure. None are more eager in the purfuit of wealth, 
have maore inventive faculties in acquiring it, or who devife more 
modes: of Juxurious expenfe. When a.Kafhmirian, even of the 
loweft ordér’. finds himfelf ‘in’ the  poffeffion of ten fhillings, he 
hofes 110 time in affembling his party, and launching into the lake, 
folaces bimfelf till the laft farthing is fgent. Nor can the defpotifm 
of ‘dn -Afghan government, which loads them with a varieus op- 
preflion ‘and ciueity, eradicate this ftrong tendency to diffipation, 
yet their manners, it is faid, have pndergone a manifeft change, 
fince the difmemberment of their.country from Hindoftan.. En- 
ehurdged, by the liberality. and indulgence of the Moguls, they gave 
a look to their pleafures and thp bent of their géniius. ‘hey ap- 
peated in.gay apparel, conftructed coftly buildings, and were much 
addicted to the :pleafures of the table: “The interefts of this pro- 
viniee. svene: fa _ftrongly favored .at the court, ‘that every complaint 
againft its governors was attentively liftened-to, and ‘any attempt 
to-moleft the peopla;. reftrained or punifhed, 
_. nthe neign of. Aurangaebe, when'the revenue of the different 
portions af the empire exceeded that of the ‘préfent day, the fiim 
golleéted in Kafhmire amounted to three and a half lacks of rupees, 
but at this. time, not lefs than twenty lacks are extracted by the 
Afghan governor, who, if his tribute be regularly remitted to 
court, is allowed to exebute with. impunity: every: aét of violence. 
This extreme rigour has fenfibly affected the deportment and man- 
. | ners 
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ners of the Kafhmirians, who fhrink with dread from the Afghan 
oppreffjons, and are fearful of making any difplay of opulence. 
A Georgian merchant, who had long refided in the country, gave 
me the moft fatisfactory information of Kafhmire. He faid, that 
when he firft vifited the previnceé, which was governed by a perfon 
of a: moderate difpofition, the people were licentious, volatile and 
profufe. But, that fince the adminiftration of the late:chief, an 
Afghan of a fierce and rapacious temper, they had become difpi- 


rited, their way of living mean, their drefs flovealy, and though 


of a temper proverbially loquacious, they were averfe from com< 
municating ordinary intelligence. 

Durine my refidence in Kafhmire, I waits witnefied the harfh 
treatment which the common people received at the hands of their 
matters, who rarely iffued an order without a blow of the fide of 
their hatchet, a common weapon of the Afghans,:and ufed by 
them in war, as a battle-axe. Though the inhabitants of this 
province are held under a grievous fubjection, and endure evils 


the moft mortifying to human nature, being equally oppreffed and _ 


infulted, the varioys teftimonies brought home to me of their 
common depravity of difpofition, made me the lefs fenfible of 
their diftrefs; and in a fhort time fo faint was the trace of 
it on my mind, that I even judged them iia of their adverfa 
fortune. | | 

Jn viewing the manners of a anh at large, it were at once a 
facrifice of truth and every claim to hiftorical merit, to.introduce 


paflionate 
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paffionate or fanciful colouring ; yet the ‘cooleft reflection does © 
not withold me from faying, that I never knew a national body of 
men more impregnated with the principles of vice, than.the natives 
of Kafhmire. The character of a Kafhmirian is confpicuoufly 
feen, when invefted with official power. Supported by an au- 
thority which prefcribes no limits to its agents; in the accumula- 
tion of public emoluments, the Kafhmirian difplays the genuine 
compofition of his mind. He becomes intent on immediate ag- 
grandizement, without rejecting any inftrument which can promote 
his purpofe, Rapacious and arrogant, he evinces in all his actions, 
deceit, treachery, and that fpecies of refined cruelty, which ufually 
actuates the conduct of a coward. .And it is faid, that he is 
equally fickle in his connections, as implacable in enmity. ' In be- 
half of humanity, I could wifh not to have been capacitated to 
exhibit fo difgufting a picture, which being conftantly held out to 
me for near three months, in various lights, but with little relief, 
impreffed me with a general diflike of mankind. 

Tue Kafhmirians are fo whimfically curious, that when any 
trivial queftion is propofed to them, its intention and purpofe 
is enquired into with a ftring of futile interrogatories, before 
the neceffary information is given; and a fhopkeeper rarely ac- 
knowledges the poffeflion of a commodity, until he is apprized of 
the quantity required. In examining the fituation in which thefe 
people have been placed, with its train of relative effects, the f{pe- 
culative moralift will perhaps difcover one of the larger fources, 
Vor. I. - D from 
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from whence this caft of manners and difpofition has arifen. He 
will perceive that the fingylar pofition of their country, ite abun. 
dant and valuable produce, with a happy climate, tend to extite 
ftrong inclinations to luxury and effeminate pleafures ; and he # 
aware, that to counteract caufes, naturally tending to enervate 
and corrupt the mind, a fy{tem of religion or morality is neceffary 
to inculcate the love of virtue, and efpecially, to imprefs the youth 
with early fentiments of juftice and humanity. But he will evi- 
dently fee, that neither the religious or the moral precepts of hg 
prefént race of Mahometans contain the principles of reftittde‘er 
philanthropy ; ; that on the contrary, they are taught to look with 
abhorrence on the faireft portion of the globe, aid to perfecute 
and mjure thofe who are not inclofed in the fold of their prophet. 
Seeing then the Kafhmirians, prefiding as it wete-at the fountain 
head of pleafure, neither guided or checked ‘by any principle‘or ex. 
ample of virtue, he wifl not be furprized, ‘that they give & whe 
{cope to the Paflions of the mind and the eae - the 
body. 

Azap Kran, the prefent governor-of Kafhmire, of the AF 
ghan tribe, fucceeded his father Hadji * Kareem'Dad, a dameftic 
officer of Ahmed Shah Duranny, and who was, at.the death°of 
that prince, advanced to the government of Kafhmire, by Timté 
Shah, -as a ‘reward for quelling the rebellion of the Amir — 


* Thofe who have made the pilgrimage of .Mecca are termed Hadji, 


who 
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who has béen alreddy mentioned. Though the Kafhmirians ex- 
_ claimi with bitternefs at the adminiftration of Hadji Kareem Dad, 
who was ‘notorious for bis wanton cruelties' and infatiable avarice; 
often’ for trivial -offences, throwing the inhabitants, tyed by the 
back in pairs, into the river, plundermg their property, and forcing 
their women of every defcription ; yet they fay, he was a fyftema- 
tical tyrant, ‘and attained his purpofes, however atrocious, through 
a fixed medium. They hold a different language in {peaking of 
the fon, whom they denominate the Zaulim Kham, a Perfic phrafe 
which expreffes a tyrant without difcernment ; and if the {maller 
portion of the charges againft him are true, the appellation is 
fitly beftowed. At the age of eighteen years; he has few of the 
vices of youth; he is not addicted to the pleafures of the haram, 
nor to wine: he does not even fmoke the Hookah. But his als 
of ferocity exceed common belief ; they would feem to originate 
in the wildeft caprice, and to difplay a temper rarely feen in the 
nature of man. — 

THAT you may form fome fpecific knowledge of the character 
of this, let me cail him, infernal defpot, I will mention fome facts 
which were communicated during my refidence in the province. 
While he was paffing with his court, under one of the wooden 
bridges of the city, on which a crowd of people had affembled to 
obferve the proceffion, he levelled his mufquet at an opening which 
he faw in the path way, and being an expert markfman, he fhot 
to death an unfortunate {pectator. Soon after his acceffion to the 
eS : D 2 . govern- 
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government, he accufed his mother of infidelity to her hufband, 
and in defiance of the glaring abfurdity which appeared'in the al- 
Jegation, as well as the anxious intreaties of the woman who had 
-borne him to fave her from fhame, fhe was ignominioufly driven 
from the palace; and about the fame time, on a like frivolous 
pretence, he put one of his wives to death. A film on one of hz 
eyes had baffled the attempts of many operators, ‘and beimg ‘inipa> 
tient at the want of fuccefs, he told the laft furgeon who-haad 
been called in, that if the diforder was not remedied within a 
imited time, allowing but a few days, his belly fhould be: cut 
@pen ; the man failed in the cure, and Azad Khan verified ihis 
threat. -: | he, eee es 

Turse paflages were related to me by different perfons, fome 
ftrangers in the country, others, who from the ftations they 
held, would rather have been induced to fpeak favourably. 
Azad Khan had, in the three firft months of his government, | 
become an object of fuch terror to the Kafhmirians, that the 
cafual mention of his name produced an inftant horroy and an 


r s * 
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involuntary fupplication of the aid of their prophet. Among 
the leffer order of his exactions, but which feemed to me the 
moft unpopular and difcouraging, is that levied from the cour- 
tezans or dancing girls, who. are obliged to account for every 
fum of money they receive, and to pay the larger fhare of it 
to the intendant of the police; nor are they allowed to attend 
at any feftival or entertainment, without the petmiffion of that 

officer. 
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officer. The rigorous treatment of this clafs of females, which 
are ever the moft pleafing to fociety from the indulgence granted 
to them, has here effected a grievous change; for though Kafh- 
‘mire is known to abound in fine women, few are now feen 
among the courtezans. — | 

A REVENUE Of between twenty and thirty lacks of rupees 
is collected from this province, of which a tribute of feven 
lacks 1s remitted to the treafury of Timur Shah. The army of 
Kafhmire, a part of which I have feen embodied, confifts of 
about three thoufand horfe and foot, chiefly Afghans,* who had 
received little pay for two years, and many of them, for want 
of a better fubfiftence, were obliged to live on the Kernel of 
the Singerah,+ or water-nut, which is plentifully produced in 
the lakes of the country. | 

In noticing the character of the governor of Kafhmire, which 
is compofed of little elfé than a blind deftructive cruelty, you 


* The natives of this province are rarely feen engaged in a military occupation, 
from which their genius feems averfe; and it is held an eftablifhed rule in the Afghan 
government, to refufe the admittance of a Kafhmirian into their army. The common 
people ufually carry abroad with them in the winter feafon an earthen ftove, which 
hanging near the thigh, gives it a fcorched appearance; and by this mark a Kafhmirian 
is difcovered, fhould he by ftealth' endeavour to enlift. The fling, in the ufe of which 
they are expert, feems to be their favourite weapon, and enables them with little va-_ 

riation to oppofe an adverfary at a diftance, and from places of fecurity. 

' The Singerah alfo conftitutes a great portion of the food of the lower clafs of 
the natives, and the exclufive privilege of vending it, yields annually about twelve 
theufand pounds to the government, 

| will 


* e a 


30 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


will be ‘furprized that he is not punifhed or reftrained by the 
court. But when it is confidered that the approach to this re- 
mote province, leads through hoftile or independant’ territories, 
that Timur Shah is equally witheld from diftant enterpfize by the 
accumulated arrears and confequent weaknefs of his army, to which 
may be added the fear of domeftic treafon, and a native indolence 
of temper, a fufficient caufe will be feen for his paffive regard to 
the interiour government of Kafhmire. Contenting himéfelf with 
the tribute, he is feldom difpofed to controul the condué of a re- 
mote governor. I am to exprefs a regret, that previoufly to my 
route, I had not perufed the accurate and candid memoirs of Mr. 
Bernier, who ftands in the firft rank of writers on Indian hiftory: 
yet, fhould this curfory relation throw any light on his defcription 
of Kafhmire, as lively as it is juft, by filling up a chafm, or mark- 
ing the changes which have happened fince his day, I fhall hold 
it in fome eftimation, and confider any inconveniency which might 
have arifen from my journey thither, honorably requited. Mr, © 
Bernier enjoyed advantages which have fallen to the lot of few 
Afiatie travellers, and fortunately for the learned world, his talents 
amply improved them. He travelled into Kafhmire in the fuite of 
Danifhmund Khan, a favourite Omyah of Aurungzebe, who 
_ having a tafte for fcience and letters, encouraged this ingenious 
Frenchman to attentively inveftigate the great variety of its curious 
produce. He has alfo defcribed the caufes of that important re- 
volution, which raifed Aurungzebe to the throne of Hindoftan. 


~ @ As 
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As he was perfonally engaged in the fcene of a€tion, and an eye 
witnefs of many of the principal events, all which are related in 
a fimple interefting language, I earneftly recommend to you a dili- 
gent perufal of his inftructive and judicious book. This writer 
having chiefly. affociated with Mahometans, who invariably poflefs 
an abfolute abhorrence of the religion of the Hindoos, and being 
deftitute of the proper documents for the refearch, he has not 
been equally fuccefsful in his explanation of the principles and 
fpirit of the Hindoo doétrines, and it is only in that difcuffion I 
prefume to doubt the opinions of Mr. Bernier. After clofing 
this differtation on Kafhmire, you muft permit me to relate my 
defultory adventures in that country. | 

On my arrival at the city, I was accommodated with an apart- 
ment in the houfe of Zulphucar Khan, and feeing him of fo re- 
{peftable a character, and difpofed to do me kindnefs, I had re- 
folved to remain there, but my fervant, the fame perfon who had 
fet upon me at Jumbo, difcovered me to the family to whom he 
knew I had brought introductory letters, and being urgently 
prefled, not to fay peftered, to lodge at the houfe of a Sheich 
Mirza, the brother of my Jumbo hoft, I was forced out of the 
friendly roof of the Khan, whom I fhall ever remember with af- 
fe€tion and efteem. His father having filled high ftations in the 
upper part of India, at the period of the Afghan and Sicque inva- 
fions, Zulphucar Khan, who was himfelf prefent at fome of the 
aétions, had acquired a converfant knowledge of the motives that 
| | actuated 
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actuated the different parties; and his remarks on the various- 
events of thofe times, from which I derived much ufeful infor- 
mation, denoted a found difcerning judgement, little heated by 
prejudice, or fettered by thofe narrow precepts which ufually fway. 
the mind of a-Mahometan. He ftriétly obferved the ceremonies 
of his religion, which were performed with an apparent conyic-- 
tion of their rectitude ; and, though he daily faw my remiffion of 
the cuftomary worfhip of his family, he neither remarked or 
cenfured it. . my 
AT Sheich Mirza’s, I was received with fplendid offers of 
friendfhip, and all that farrago of proteftation, the common bur- 
then of Afiatic language, which goes for nothing. The truth 
was, the brother at Jumbo had reprefented me as a wealthy merchant 
who would produce great profit to the houfe; and this object de-. 
luged me at the firft meeting with compliments, which com-. 
menced with embracing my legs, and ended in wafhing my beard 
in rofe water. Nor did he ceafe to load me with a feries of 
difgufting attentions, until I told him that my bufinefs obliged. 
me to. proceed, without delay, to Kabul. The arrival of a mer- 
chant from Conftantinople compleated my relief; for-then the 
Sheick had no leifure to fay a civil word to any one, and feeing 
indeed, that my refidence promifed no emolument to the houfe, he 
would without ceremony have turned me out of it, had another. 

Turk appeared. 
_As there are no karavanferas in Kafhmire, commercial ftran-. 
gers 
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gers até lodged with their brokers, who finding ail account in_af- 
fording fuch accommodation, are generally poflefied of large and 
convenient habitations. A Georgian, who occupizd the room 
next to mine, and was a very agreeable neighbour, did not, I ob- 
ferved, give a ready credit to my ftory, which he crofs exami- 
ned with fome tokens of fufpicion; and one day, having de- 
fired to look at my head, he decidedly, pronounced it to be 
that of a chriftian. But he became alarmed, when I cautioned 
him, in a ferious tone, to be lefs hafty in forming fo danger. 
ous an opinion; for he muft know, that to beftow fuch an 
appellation * on a believer of the true faith, was a grievous of- 
fence in a Mahometan country. In a future converfation with 
the Georgian, he explained to me, and proved by comparifon, 
that the head of a Chriftian 1s broad behind and flatted out 
at the crown; that a Mahometan’s head grows narrow at the 
top, and like a monkies has a conic form. This Georgian was 
affociated in trade with one of his countrymen then refiding at 
Benares, and feeing that he viewed me with miftruft, the com- 
munication of which muft have had mifchievous effects, I 
. judged it prudent to difclofe my true ftory; premifing, with an 
affurance, that fhould treachery or his indifcretion bring on 
me any mifchance, his eftate at Benares would become forfeit, 
and the perfon of his companion expofed to punifhment. This 


* Nazarene is a term of bitter reproach among the northern Mahometans. 
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language, fupported by a difpofition naturally honourable, en- 
fured his zealous attachment, from which I derived many ufes, 
during my ftay in Kafhmire. 

Tue Dewan, whom I daily attended, ftill continued his 
former kindnefs, and agreeably to his promife, folicited for me 
the governor’s permiffion to leave the province. The memorial 
_prefented by the Dewan, fet forth, that a Turk who had come 
from Hindoftan, was defirous of paffing, with two domettics, 
through Kafhmire, in his way to Conftantinople. When this 
purport was made known to me, I ftrongly feared its failure ; 
for ftrangers rarely vifit Kafhmire for the purpofe of curiofity 
or amufement, and as no fpecific occupation was afcribed to 

e, I obferved to the Dewan that a refufal might be expected. 
Sf The apprehenfion was wholly verified in Azad Khan’s faying, 
that the Turks were good foldiers, which he then wanted, and 
that he would employ me in his army. It was in vain the 
Dewan reprefented the folicitude of vifiting my country, whence 
I had been long abfent, and that little benefit would accrue 
from the fervices of a perfon under fuch conftraint. He for- 
bade the Hindoo, in a voice that made him tremble, to ceafe 
from urging the requeft, for he had formed an ultimate refo- 
lution. : 

Wuen the Dewan intimated to me the information, I no- 
ticed an evident agitation in his countenance; and though you 
may fuppofe that my mind was ill at eafe, I forced upon myfelf 

| that 
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that {pecies of refignation which is habitual to an Afiatic in his 
day of trouble, and gravely affected to adminifter a comfort to the 
Dewan, which was more wanting to myfelf. From that moment, 
I never faw him,* nor did I ever impart to any one the {tory of 
my failure, well knowing, that had it become public, no one would 
have dared to have given me affiftance or even fhelter. 

On revolving the. different modes of extrication from this. 
dilema, I bethought myfelf of the Banker, on whom I had 
brought a draft from Jumbo; and in the courfe of a day or 
two I applied to him for a paffport. He very frankly affured 
me of his fervices, from which, as he was at that time high 
in the eftimation of the governor, I entertained fanguine hopes 
of fuccefs, and to obviate the rifque that might arife from the 
name of Khuroe, which had been inferted in the former me- 
morial, I now took that of Eufuff, a Mahometan merchant, 
going on a commercial adventure to Pefhour. But on the day 
when the paffport was to have been iffued, as if my evil ftar 
had determined to rule, the banker fell under the difpleafure of 
the defpot, which fo wholly.deranged him, that my bufinefs no 
longer occupied his thoughts. He had been folicited to advance a 
confiderable loan to the government, but aware of the rifque of 
fuch a negociation, he pleaded inability, and the laft time I went 


* This unfortunate man was I underftand, afterwards put to death by Azad Khan, 
in one of his many moments of capricious cruelty. 
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to his houfe, he was trembling in an agony of fear, from an ap- 
prehenfion of Azad Khan’s refentment.* 

In treating of the government of Kafhmire, I omitted to men- 
tion, that it had not hitherto extended its apprehenfion to mer- 
chants, who, from the wealth which they introduced into the 
province, were refpected and even indulged. The obftacles that 
{tood in the way of my departure, now became ferious, and gave 
me much anxiety. I was thrown into the power of a capricious 
tyrant, under a femblance alfo, which if difcovered, might be 
fatal, and I was precluded by the late occurrence, from a perfonal 
application to the court. Endeavouring to remove the appearance 
of chagrin, I intreated the Georgian, who has been mentioned, to 
expedite my departure, though without communicating any part 
of the former failures. Only obferving that the multiplicity of 
bufinefs, neceflarily engroffing the attention of the dewan, of whofe 
friendfhip for me he had been apprifed prevented me from 
giving him further trouble. The bufinefs was undertaken with a 
zealous alacrity, and by an unremitted attendance of fifteen days, 
aided by a {mall bribe, was accomplifhed. Having hired a horfe 
from a native of Pefhour, who was returning to that city, and 
taken into my fervice a Perfian boy, on the 11th of June I left 
Kafhmire and my honeft Georgian friend. 


Tue river Jalum, at the diftance of ten miles from the 


Fle was, at a future period, | am informed, put to death by the Afghan. 
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city, is formed by the hollow furface of the country, into a fheet 
of water, of feven or eight miles in circumference, called in the 
Kafhmirian language, the Wuller, which has a gentle fouthern 
current, and is gradually contracted as the land rifes. 

On the morning of the 12th, arrived at Sompre, nine cofles, 
a populous town on the eaftern fide of the Jalum, where the pafl- . 
port was depofited and another iffued. After a halt of three hours, 
which were chiefly employed in repairing the riding tackle, which 
was all of cordage, bridle, ftirrups and girth, I proceeded in com- 
pany with Mohubullah, the proprietor of the fteed, and Huffin, 
the Perfian boy, to the fmall village of Markore, a {tage of ten 
coffes. Mohubullah made a good travelling pillaw, of which the 
bones were picked, and pluming myfelf on having outwitted the 
governor of Kafhmire, I went to fleep in an adjacent mofque with 
a light heart. 

On the 13th, at Hourree Dana, four coffes, an hamlet, fituate 
three miles within the boundary ‘of the province. The night 
being cool, I had thrown over my bed-cloths a coat, in the pocket 
of which was depofited the paffport; when, in an evil hour, juft 
as: I was beginning to awake, a thief {natched my coat, and made 
his ef{cape. Had the coat been of any other colour than red, it would 
not, I believe, have attracted the marauder’s notice; but a {park 
of vanity, many of which have’ lighted me into fcenes of trouble, 
prompted the purchafe of this gaudy garment, which before had 

- | : been 


38 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


been: often ftared at. I mentioned to the officer in charge of 
_the pafs at the boundary, the affair of the theft and the lofs of the 
pafsport, to the truth of which Mohubullah bore teftimony, ad- 
ding that I was Seid, and it was well known the Seids, never, ut- 
tered a falfity; Huffin alfo fwore by the beard of his father 
to the truth of the fact. The officer who was a Kafhmurian 
heard the ftory, with a grave countenance, and looking as if he 
did not believe a word of it, faid that I muft procure another pafs- 
port. Seeing that words made no impreffion on this vigilant 
guardian of his poft, (which it would have furprifed me, if they 
had.) I fecretly, tendered him a few rupees,®* for his good will. 
The fight of the money produced an immediate effect on every fea- 
ture of his face, which foftening into a fmile of compliance, I 
moved on.—Our party had not preceded three hundred yards, 
when, four men were perceived running after us with great {peed 
and, in a loud voice, ordering us to halt. On coming up they 
feized me, alledging I was a ftate criminal, whom they were di- 
rected to convey to the city; nor did I efcape from their hands, 
until I had applied the argument, which had before opened the 
gate, but to a much larger amount.— Huflin, who had feen the 


* The Rupee is the current coin of Kafhmire, and that ftruck at Moradabad in 
Rohilcund, is held in the greateft eftimation. From the bafenefs of the filver a large 
difcount is allowed on that of Kafhmire. Copper money of the value of a halfpenny 
and cowreys, a fmall marine fhell, compofe the other currency of this province. 
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pafsport and witnefled the theft, expreffed aftonifhment at the 
largenefs of the fum, and accufed me of extravagant folly. But, 
be did not know the caufe of my averfion to a public examination. 
On the 14th, at Doumbah, fifteen cofles, a {mall village de- 
pendant on the chief of Muzzufferabad. The limit of Kafhmire 
on this quarter is terminated by a low thick wood, the edge of 
which is fkirted by a rivulet, and, on the other fide rifes a lofty 
chain of mountains, f{tretching to the north and fouth, whofe fum- 
mits are in fome parts, now, covered with {now, a deep tract of 
which I croffed. The inhabitants of the Muzzufferabad diftriéts, de- 
nominated Bombaus, are Mahometans of the Afghan tribe and 
inimical to the Kafhmirians, who, under the father of the pre- 
fent governor, had laid their territory wafte. The rumour of ano- 
ther invafion prevailing, at this time, I was ftrictly examined, but 
the management of Mohubullah, with a {mall donation, gave us 
an unmolefted progrefs. The face of the country exhibits a con- 
tinued view of mountains, on the fide of which are feen patches of 
cultivated ground and fcattered hamlets of three or four cottages. 
On the 15th, at Noufere, twelve cofles, part of the road bended 
over the brow of a fteep and craggy mountain, at the foot of 
which, a river, which here, takes the name of Muzzufferabad,* 
runs with extreme rapidity ; and breaks upon the numerous infu- 
lated rocks that interrupt its paflage, with a noife of thunder. 


* The proper name of this river is the Kifhen Gunga. 
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On the 16th, at Paunch-Graum, fix coffes, the road was {till 
more difficult of paffage than that of yefterday.. The: mountain 
being in fome places fo fteep, that projecting beams are fixed, into. 
its fide, to fupport a path of planks, for the accommodation of 
foot paflengers ; horfes are fent by another tract. ‘This path hath 
been lately repaired, out of the favings of charity, bya Mahometan 
mendicant, who had, alfo, in a recefs of the hill, erected a fmall 
building for the refrefhment of travellers. It being one of thefe 
few acts of public benefit, within the compafs of my knowledge, 
performed, by this clafs of men, I deem the communication a 
matter of confcience; for, too frequent occafions of reprobating 
them have already offered. 

On the 17th, at Muzzufferabad, ten cofles, a town ftanding on 
the eaftern bank of the Kifhen Gunga,* fimall, but populous, and 
the refidence of a chief entitled Sultan Mahmoud, who after divi- 
ding the greateft portion of his territory among the younger bran- 
ches of his family, referved this town, with a diftrict yielding 
about a lack of rupees, for his private maintenance. 

On the morning of the 18th, I croffed the river, and joined a 
fhaul kafilah proceeding to Pefhour. A ferry boat ufed at this 


_ ® The Kifhen Gunga runs here, to the left, with a courfe nearly fouth-weft and 
falls, I was informed, into the Jalum, among the mountains, at the head of the Pun- 
jab. Ifaw many people crofs this river, on an inflated fheep or dog’s fkin, which, fup- 
porting the head and breaft of the paflenger, is impelled and guided by the motion of 
his legs. 
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place, is frequently, by the violence of the current and a rocky 
fhore, dafhed to pieces; And being now, in this ftate, I paffed 
over, tho’ with much difficulty, a bridge of ropes, about 100 yards 
in length. A ftout rope, faftened to wooden pofts, on either fhore, 
has attached to it, a certain number of carved pieces of wood in 
the form of oxen yokes, with the forks placed vertically; and, 
the fides of the yokes being embraced by fmaller ropes, afford a 
hold to the paffengers. — The road from the limit of Kafhmire to 
Muzzufferabad tends to the fouth-weft and leads over a country, 
covered with mountains, which are thinly interfected with abrupt 
valleys. | 

_ On the 18th, halted at a mofque, on the weftern fide of Kifhen 
Gunga. 

On the 19th, the kafilah pisenitel a cofs inland from the river. 
The heat of: the weather during the day, and the remains of a 
ficknefs had fo enervated me, that I could not walk a few paces, 
without extreme pain and laffitude. But, my little wants were, 
readily, fupplied by Mohubullah, who — good provifions, 
cooked them, and was my pipe bearer. 

On the 2oth, at Dunnee, three coliles, a {mall village, on the 
eaftern bank of the Nhah, a narrow rapid river, which falls into 
the Kifhen Gunga. The kafilah remained at this place, until the 
inhabitants had conftruéted a bridge, which confifted of two entire 
beams, at the diftance of three feet afunder, with an interftice of 
planks, faftened by cordage. The performance of this work, a very 
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tedious one, was chiefly expedited by Sultan Mahmoud, tn perfon, 
who, though an old man, fhewed a perfevering activity with a great 
fhare of good temper. The materials of the bridge, which had 
been floated from fome diftance, having, by the force of the cur- 
rent, been carried below the proper ftation, we were detained at 
Dunnee for another fupply of wood, until the 28th, when we 
moved three coffes, and halted in an uninhabited valley. 

On the 2gth, on the fummit of a mountain, ten coffes, in the 
diftricts of Jiddoon, governed by a Patan chief. In a fteep part 
of this hill, where the path, from fome rain that had fallen, was 
flippery, my horfe ftumbled; and had not a tree been within 
reach, a branch of which I caught, I muft have been thrown down 
a lofty declivity. This night I experienced fome of thofe incon- 
veniencies to which travellers of my defcription are occafionally 
fubject. My baggage was thoroughly foaked by the rain; and 
water, which had already fo much annoyed me, was not to be 
found, nor a ftick of fuel. Thefe embarrafinents, which made me 
tefty and much difpofed to quarrel with my neighbours, were at 
Iength obviated by the active fervices of Mohubullah, who having 
brought water and fuel from a long diftance, prepared a mefs of 
broth from fome mutton in our ftore, which afforded a regale to a 
very hungry party. The Jiddoon road being difficult of accefs, is 
little frequented, and, until the paffage of our kafilah, had never, 
I was informed, been ufed by merchants. The common tract lies 
through the Puckley territory, but the inhabitants of that quarter, 
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notorious for a fierce and predatory difpofition, had lately com- 
mitted fo many robberies on commercial property, that the director 
of our party judged the route too hazardous. 

On the 30th, at Manghellee, fix coffes, a {mall town, the re- 
fidence of a Shadee Khan, the chief of Tiddoon. Halted at this 
place for the adjufting the payment of duties, and of an efcort, 
that had accompanied our progrefs through the country, until the 
the 4th of July, when we proceeded to Kotillee, a fort in the pof 
feffion of Meimoun Khan, a brother and vaflal of the chief of Ja- 
noul. Halted on the sth, to compofe a difference of opinion, 
that had arifen among the merchants, refpecting the chojce of 
a road, 

On the 6th, at Nheamut or a Serau, eight coffes, a for- 
tified village, with a karavanfera, fituate on the weftern limit of 
Janaul, the territory of Gul Shere Khan, a Mahometan of the 
Afghan tribe. Being told that the merchants would be detained 
fome days at this place, for the difcharge of cuftoms, and thence 
proceed to the town of Beer, the refidence of Gul Shere, where 
as at many other ftations, a long delay would be occafioned, I 
propofed to Mohubullah the profecution of our journey by a 
nearer route, He gave a ready affent to the meafure, afluring me 
alfo, that his knowledge of the country and many of the principal - 
people promifed very reafonable fuccefs; but he required, as the 
firft condition, an implicit obedience to all his direétions, and a 
F 2  reftraint 
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reftraint on that impatience of temper, with which he was forry 
to obferve I was too much actuated. 

On the 7th we left the Serauce, and conducted by a guide 
through an unfrequented path, we paffed without moleftation the 
Tyrrhone diftriéts,‘ where moft danger was apprehended, and 
halted, during the heat of the day, at a {mall fortified village. 

In the evening, after various alarms, we arrived at the fort 
of Kote, nine coffes, which, with an adjacent diftrict, is held 
by a Nujjeeb Khan. It is to be noticed, that Enayet Serau 
ftands on the weft fide of a break of that great range of moun- 
‘tains, extending along the head of the Punjab, and within which 
I had travelled, with little variation, from the Ganges to that 
place, whence I entered the plain country. 

On the 8th, at Mourree, five coffes, a fmall village, depend- 
ing on the Harbarry territory, which is governed by a .power- 
full Afghan chief. We had fet out from Kote in good fpirits, 
enjoying the idea of being liberated from a party obftructed by 
conftant delays, and the hope of making an expeditious journey, 
through a tract, which was, we now found, expofed to the in- 
curfions of banditti. But thefe pleafing thoughts were wholly 
difpelled by the intelligence of a paffenger, who told us, that . 
when he left Kote, a body of horfemen were preparing to fol- 
low and plunder us. Mohubullah immediately refolved to re- 
turn to the fort, where he faid they would be deterred from 
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offering any violence, and having lodged me in a houfe of one 
of the inhabitants, he went to a neighbouring village, the refi- 
dence of a Seid, who had acquired a great influence in that quar- 
ter, and folicited his proteétion, which he informed me by a mef. 
fenger had been readily granted. On receiving this favorable in- 
telligence, I went to the Seid to return thanks for. this opportune 
affiftance, and found him ftretched on a bed amidft a grove of 
fhady trees, and furrounded with boys, fome fanning him, while 
others were gently rubbing his body. Though his manners evi- 
dently difplayed that fuperiority which the fuppofed defcendants of 
Mahomet ufually affume from their lineage and rank, he was not 
wanting in a polite civility ; nor did he refufe fome fmall offerings, 
that were prefented to him with much refpect. The authority of 
this man was fo implicitly admitted, that we were. efcorted in 
fafety by a fingle domeftic, whofe fervices were liberally rewarded. 
Fear produces in the mind {trong effufions of an apparent gene- 
rofity and gratitude, and when fkilfully wrought on by the man 
of the world, feldom fails to yield him an ample harveft. It is a 
fevere reflection on humanity, fays Bruyere, that the difpofition 
of man is ever the moft effectually meliorated in the hour of 
calamity. At Mourree we received intelligence, that a Pefhour 
_ kafilah, had a few hours before departed on its way home, which 
gave us great joy, efpecially to Mohubullah, who now faw the 
near profpect of a conclufion to the perilous tafk he had under- 
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On the morning of the gth, before day light, we left Mourrée; 
and after travelling fome hours through a wild and gloomy tra&, 
on which the turn of my mind, threw perhaps, an additional 
fhade, and encountering many ill-looking fellows, who viewed us 
with a keen eye, we joined the Pefhour party, where’ we ex- 
perienced from the countrymen of Mohubullah, every token of 
welcome. | 

AT noon arrived at Hyder Bunghee, nine coffes, a populous 
village dependant on Attock, the principal town.of a fimall dif- 
tri€t, which acknowledges the fupremacy of Timur Shah. | The 
chief, an Afghan, yields an obedience conformable to the motions 
of that prince, or the leading motives of the day ; but, when def- 
titute of other refource, he furnifhes a tribute of about fifty thou- 
fand rupees. | 

On the roth, at Bazzar, five coffes, a fmall village, at the dif 
tance of three quarters of a mile from the weftern fhore of the 
river Indus,* which we croffed about twenty miles above the town 
of Attock. The ftream, though not agitated by wind, was: tapid 
with a rough undulating motion, and about three quarters of a 
mile, or a mile in breadth, where it was not interrupted by 
iflands ; and having, as nearly as I could judge, a weft and by 
fouth courfe. The water was much difcoloured by a fine black 


* In the Perfian language, ufually called the Ab or Water of Scind, and fometimes 
Neil Ab or Blue Water ; and by the Hindoos Scind and Attock. 
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fand, which, when put into a veffel, quickly fubfided. It was fo 
cold, from (I apprehend,) a large mixture of fnow, then thawed 
by the fummer heats, that in drinking it, my-teeth fuffered a vio- 
lent pain. In our boat were embarked feventy perfons, with much 
merchandize and fome horfes. This unweildy lading, the high 
{well of the current, and the confufion of the frightened paflengers — 
thade the paffage dangerous and very tedious. | 

Tue Indus forms a ftrong barrier to Hindoftan on the weft, 
and it feeris a manifeft truth, that had the Indians made their 
grand ftand on the banks of this river, at the period of the Tartar, 
Afghan, and Perfian invafions, their empire might have made a - 
powerful refiftance. Armies at all times have fuftained difficulties 
and damage in croffing the Indus, but the attempt to force its 
paflage muft be arduous and full of danger. | 

Tur road from Muzzufferabad, tending to the fouth-weft, led 
me through the mountains, into the upper part of the Punjab, 
at Nheamut Serau ; from which place to Kote, are feen fome 
{tattered hills; but thence, the country is plain and thinly wooded. 
The inhabitants, chiefly Afghans, or as they are called, in India, | 
Patans, live in fmall forts or walled villages, and entertain fuch mu~- 
tual dread and diftruft of each other, that a fingle traveller is a 
rare object. The depredations of the Sicques, on the Attock and 
adjacent diftricts, generally fubject this tract of country to much 
defolation, and a failure of rain, in the penne year, now gave 
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On the r1ith, at Akorah, a fmall town. At the diftance of fix 
miles from the great river, crofled the Attock, fo called, in thefe 
parts, from its falling in the Indus, in the vicinity of the town 
of that name; but, in fome of the interior parts of Afghanifan, 
it is denominated the Kabul river.* The weather had now become 
extremely hot; and I was often furprized, at my ability, to. bear, 
with fcarcely a fhelter, the force of fo fcorching a fun. I arrived 
at Akorah about noon; when, immediately entering a fpacious 
cool mofque, I fpread my bed, and lay down much at. my eafe. 
In the evening, the time of a common prayer, being defired, by 
one of the Mollahs or Priefts, to prepare myfelf for the ceremony; 
I urged in excufe, the debilitated ftate of my body which prevented 
the requifite performance of fo incumbent a duty; looking at 
me with contempt, he faid, it was the more neceffary to pray, 
that I might obtain better health. At midnight, I perceived a 
perfon endeavouring to take my turban from the bed-clothes; 
and being caught by the arm, he told me in a faultering voice, 
that he was the Mollah of the mofque, and, from his fpeech, I 
believe, the man who had reprehended my neglect of prayer. 
What think you, my friend, of thefe Mahometans, who, if they 
wath and pray at the five ftated times, abftain from wine and the 
flefh of hogs, and utter a ftring of Arabic ejaculations which they do 


not underftand, believe that they have procured the divine licence 


* Its courfe lying within fix miles to the fouth-eaft of that city. 
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to violate the laws of juftice. This opinion is not formed on the 
moment, but has arifen from long experience and the intimate in- 
tercourfe, which my various occupations in India have produced ; 
and is now fo firmly fubftantiated by undeviating teftimony, that. 
it fhapes my general fentiments of the Mahometan character. 
When they daringly commit thefe acts on each other, even amidft 
the rites of their religion, what is to withold their attacks on thofe 
of a different faith? _ 

Tis day a body of Afghan cavalry encamped in the environs 
of Akorah, and overfpread the country like a {warm of locufts, 
devouring and deftroying wherever they went. It feemed as if the 
land was invaded, they entered in a violent manner, every vil- 
lage within their fcope, and fed themfelves and horfes at the 
expenfe of the inhabitants. Such expeditions afford thefe hun- 
gry creatures almoft the only public means of fubfiftance; for 
when inactive, they are often reduced to fuch diftrefs, by the 
blind parfimony of their prince, that their horfes, arms, and 
cloths are fold for a livelihood, 

On the rath, at the village of Peer Pyah, ten coffes. 

On the 13th, at the village of Kalalah, eight coffes, the 
refidence of Mohubullah’s family, where I was treated with 
much hofpitality. The male inhabitants of this village, 
are all proprietors of mules, and employed in conveying mer- 
chandize, and from the name of their abode, denominated 
Kalals. 
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On the rath, at Pefhour, four coffes, a large, populous and 
opulent city, governed, with the dependant diftricts, by an Af- 
ghan officer, who remits to the capital a revenue of feven lacks 
of rupees. The road from the Indus to Pefhour, has nearly a weft 
and by fouth direction; and the country to Akora is fandy and 
interfperfed with ftones; from thence to Pefhour, are feen many 
traéts of cultivation. The city of Pethour was founded by the 
great Acbar, who feeing, it is faid, the Afghans averfe from 
dwelling if: towns and the occupations of commerce, encouraged 
the inhabitants of the Punjab, Mahometans, and Hindogs, to refort 
to his new fettlement, where their defcendants have greatly multi+ 
plied. From its well chofen pofition, which unites, by a commer 
cial chain, Perfia and Afghaniftan with India, Pefhour has become 
an important mart, and the refidence of wealthy merchants ; efpe- 
cially of the fhaul dealers, many of whom difliking the dangerous 
and tedious route of Kafhmire, are here enabled to make their 
purchafes at a moderate advance on the firft coft. I found a 
{mall fociety of Jews at Pefhour, living at their eafe, and in the 
enjoyment of an unreferved protection. 

Tue heat of Pefhour feemed to me more intenfe, than that ad 
any country I have vifited in the upper parts of India. Other 
places may be warm; hot winds blowing over tracts of fand, may 
drive us under the fhelter of a wetted fkreen; but at Pefhour, the 
atmofphere in the fummer folftice, becomes almoft inflammable. 
Yet it muft be noticed, 2, favour of its falubrity, even in this 
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torrid ftate, that the people enjoy uncommonly good health, and 
are little fubject to epidemical diforders. The markets are abun- 
dantly fupplied with provifions of an excellent kind, particularly 
the mutton, which is the flefh of the large tailed fheep, faid to 
have been firft difcovered in South America. Though the city is 
fo much frequented by merchants and travellers, it has no kara- 
vanfera ; and I thought myfelf fortunate in procuring admittance 
into an old mofque, where I continued for many days to dif- 
folve in an unremitting ftate of perfpiration, the mention ef 
which, leads me to an occurrence, that involved me in great 
perplexity. | : 

Ar Kafhmire, a part of my property had been converted 
into a bill of five hundred rupees, on Kabul, which was lodged 
in a canvas belt, that ferved me as a girdle; on examining the 
condition of the bill, at Pefhour, I found the writing fo much 
obliterated by perfpiration, that no one could read, or even con- . 
jecture its fubject ; from beginning to end, it had literally a black 
appearance. The apprehenfion of the evident difficulties which 
would attend my want of money, in a country where the moft 
fanguine hope could promife no affiftance, and the neceffity of 
mixing in focieties, void of every good or rational principle, 
occafionally operated in depreffing my fpirits. But the defire 
which had originally impelled the journey, and the zeal which 
had hitherto maintained its purfuit, at length diffipated thefe 
G2 gloomy 
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gloomy impreflions, and in gay colours, defcribed a various 
{cene of future pleafure. 

BernG informed that a kafilah was immediately proceeding 
to Kabul, I hired a mule, and went to the adjacent village of 
Tackal, the ufual rendezvous of travellers, going to the weftward. 
On my arrival there, I learned, that the great kafilah {till con- 
tinued at Pefhour, and that only fome horfemen confiding in their 
{peed and arms, had moved early in the morning towards Kabul. 
A reflection on the predicament in which I then {tood, the flow 
pace of my mule, which had more the appearance of an afs, and 
the reprefentation of the muleteer, whofe fears prompted innu-~ 
merable falfities, flackened my ftrong inclination to eicape from 
the heats of Pefhour, and after making a fruitlefs attempt to over- 
take the horfemen, I returned to my lodging in the mofque. 
Sauntering one day in the bazar, the common refort of idle, as 
well as bufy people, I faw a perfon, with whom I had travelled 
- from Muzzufferabad to Enayet Serau. We agreed, as our road 
was the fame, to travel together, and in the mean time to fhare 
the fame fare. So cordial is the pleafure refulting from fociety, 
fo naturally do we cling on each other, whether for fupport or 
amufement, that I immediately looked on this man as an approved 
friend, and felt a confidence from the connection, which fet my 
mind at perfect eafe. On enquiry into the finance of my affociate, 
whofe name was Noor Mahomed, I difcovered, that he pofleffed in 
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cafh, one rupee, on which himfelf, a boy and a horfe, were to be 
fubfifted until his arrival at Kabul, a journey of twelve or four- 
- teen days; I perceived alfo, that on the expenditure of this fum, 
he would feck an aid from me. Fully apprized of the danger, as 
well as inconveniency of difclofing the amount of my property, I 
gravely told Noor Mahomed, that I had then no more than three 
rupees, which, with his fingle one, fhould be placed in a joint 
fund, and that on it and providence, we mutt truft until our ar- 
rival at the capital. The Mahometan, with a countenance bright- 
ening with faith and zeal, exhorted me to be of good cheer; for 
that true believers -were never deferted in the hour of need. 

On the 25th of July, accompanying a large kafilah, in which 
a. portion of the Kafhmire tribute, invefted in fhauls, was con- 
veyed, we proceeded to the village of Tackal, three coffes, where 
we laid in a provifion for three days journey, the enfuing tract of 
country, for that diftance, being thinly inhabited. 

On the 26th, at Timrood, four coffes, a fortified {mall vil- 
lage, fituate on the fouth fide of a range of rocky mountains, 
which reflected a fcorching heat on the plain beneath. The inhae 
bitants of this village, genuine Afghans, have little refpeét, though 
refiding fo near Pefhour, for either the perfon of Timur Shah, or 
his government, which was in fome degree evinced during our 
halt. The governor of Kafhmire had fent with our kafilah, for 
the ufe of the prince, four large dogs of TFhibet, which were car- 
ried in litters, and attended with much care. The keepers had 
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Jed them to drink at a pond, where an Afghan women was, 
filling her pitcher, but, on feeing thefe animals, which the Maho- 
metans hold unclean, fhe. put it down .and by a fhower of ftones 
and abufe drove the whole party from the place, loudly calling at 
the fame time, on the villagers to her affiftance, which the little 
- meeded. The Afghans immediately aflembled and compleated the 
route of the dogs and their keepers, beftowing on the Shah, alfo, 
very contemptuous language, nor were they fuffered to ea ta 
the pond, until efcorted by the kafilah guard. 

On the 27th, at Dickah, eighteen coffes, a {mall village, ftand+ 
ing on.the fouthern bank of the Kabul or Attock river, which 
here runs to the right, or eaftward. At the diftance of about two 
miles from Timrood, we entered a narrow defile, which interfects 
the chain of mountains, lying to the north of the village. At the 
entrance of the pafs, the Afghans {topped the kafilah, and, excep~ 
ting fome troops of the Shah, levied a {mall contribution on alk 
the paffengers ; they receive, alfo, an annual fum from the govern- 
ment of Pefhour, for permitting travellers to pafs unmolefted 
through their diftrict. In the firft part of this day’s journey, fraught 
thoughout, with danger and fatigue, the rain which fell im torrents, 
nearly deftroyed my papers, and compleated the obliteration of the 
bill, now deftitute of mark or token; and I judged it as formally 
cancelled, as if a receipt had been paffed for the amount. Towards 
the clofe of the day, I was entangled, by my own indifcretion, ina 
perilous adventure, the iflue of which, muft .be, wholly afcribed 
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to good fortune. When the rain had ceafed, the heat of the fun 
was extreme, and neither fhelter or water was to be procured, 
Anntous to efcape from thefe inconveniencies, for the journey was 
yet long, and the kafitah proceeded at a flow rate, about thirty of 
ns, mounted, and the greater part well armed, refolved to leave 
the efcort.. Had-I derived the ufes which men ufually do from 
experience, and refleéted but a little on thofe refulring, efpecially _ 
in my fituation, from the fefrna lente, I fhould not have joined this 
Quixote detachment. We had advanced about four miles, when 
a {mall body of Afghans, which had iffued from the hills and ftop- 
ped us, peremptorily demanded a fum of money, as a toll for 
paffing through their territory. Here I feel myfelf fenfibly hum- 
bled, when, as a faithful narrator, I am obliged to fay, that our 
eorps behaved in a moft pufillanimous manner and facrificed with- 
out fair caufe, the evident advantage which a common exertion of 
fpirit would have given. We were about thirty, ftrong, and, to 
the fight, refolute good looking fellows ; all armed, except myfelf, 
with matchlocks or fide arms. On the enemies approach, our 
leader, a portly man with a large beard and {preading muftachios, 
mounted on a curvetting fteed, was ftruck with a violent terror, 
which was inftantly communicated to the party. The moune 
taineers failed not to augment the confternation, and, without ce-' 
remony, proceeded to the ufual modes of plunder: But, fearful 
of the arrival of the kafilah, they were prevented from a total — 
capture. Aware of the ritk of this day’s journey, I had concealed 
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my cafh in -two long and narrow purfes, which, in the manner of 
garters, were tyed round my legs. This arrangement was fortu- 
nate, for the Afghans perceiving, my reluctance to difmount, 
knocked me off the mule, and forcibly. opened the different parts 
of my drefs; not finding any thing of value, they were proceeding 
to treat.me with violence, when.a -Hindoo, of the family. of, the 
Dewan of Kafhmire, who had known me in that country, inter-. 
pofed his good offices, and propofed.a ranfom for my releafement, 
This.generous Hindoo, who I hope will undergo no further tranf- 
migration, unlefs he likes it, exerted fo much warmth in my behalf 
and f{poke, fo. urgently to, thofe marauders, that one of them. gave 
him a fevere blow on the face. He did not, however defift, but 
by an active perfeverance, fupported by a {mall fum of money, he 
accomplifhed his purpofe. At the clofe of this affair, I had 
mounted my mule and was rejoicing at the efcape, when I received 
a {mart blow on my back; and turning about, an Afghan, who 
had taken this mode of attracting my notice, told me, with an ex- 
ulting laugh, that our party might now move. on, as the kafilah 
was in fight, but directed us, if the fafety of our lives was regar- 
ded, not to join it until it fhould have paffed the place of a€tion. 
This injunction was fpeedily obeyed by me and fome others; but, ~ 
qur doughty commander, feeing the near profpect of relief, began. 
to utter many bold words, and fhew a difpofition of recovering. 
his property and honor by an affault of the Afghans ; who roufed, 
at the menace, though the kafilah was clofe at hand, drew their. 
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dapgers and advanced their fhields, daring him to battle and to 
fight for what he had loft. The cautious officer, again, qualified 
bis wrath; but he reprobated them in very {pirited language, and 
denounced a fevere vengeance on fome fitter occafion. In the lat- 
ter part of the journey, an Hindoo, who had gone about a quarter 
of a mile from the party, was plundered of property to the amount 
of four hundred rupees, by a {mall body of thefe robbers who had 
made a fudden defcent from the hills, and before affiftance could 
be given, fecured the booty. It was with much pleafure, after the 
peril and toil of the day, I faw the Kabul river and the fmall vil- 
lage. of. Dickah, where we halted. The {tage from Timrdod to 
Dickah, ufually called the Hyber-pafs, being the only one in which 
much danger is to be apprehended from banditti, the officer of the 
efcort gave orders to his party to quit the kafilah, and march early 
on the next morning. This opportunity, at once offering fafety 
and expedition, was not to be foregone; yet, the muleteer was 
with great difficulty perfuaded to embrace it, and but for the in- 
terference of Noor Mahomed, who was obliged to beat him into 
compliance, I muft have attended the tedious progrefs of the ka- 
filah. Before I quit this ftation it is neceflary to lay before you-a 
brief account of the tribe of Afghans, through whofe diftrict we 
had now paffied. | 

: You will naturally be furprized, that a {mall boils of ‘als 
refiding near the capital of an ‘extenfive empire, fhould not have, 
been reftrained from infefting one of its moft public roads. The 
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lawlefs conduét of this fect of Afghans, who are known in thie 
country by the name of Hybers, originates chiefly in the imbe~ 
city. of Timur Shah’s government, and his want of military 
fpirit. They are ftrongly aided alfo in the purfuit of a free- 
booting life, by the fituation of ‘their country, which forms a 
chain of rocky mountains, whofe fcanty flips of valley afford 
but the coarfeft provifion for human wants. ‘This rude race of 
men have made fo flow a progrefs in civilization, that the 
greateft part of them, like the ftoried Troglodites of old, dwell 
in caves, or rather in the fiffures of rocks. Though profefling 
the Mahometan religion, they are little more verfed in it than 
believing Mahomet to be their prophet, that he had four dif. 
tinguithed friends, and that the Perfians, with the whole {eé 
of Ali, are a mifcreant race of infidels. The Hyber dialect is 
founded on the common language of the Afghans, but harfhly 
guttural, and is ill underftood by the adjacent tribes. Timur 
Shah, who ufed formerly to pafs the winter at Pefhour, which 
ws there much milder than at Kabul, never paffed through the 
territory of the Hybers, without their attacking his advanced 
or rear guard. An Armenian, with whom I was acquainted 
in travelling from Moultan towards Kabul, arrived at Pefhour, 
where taking alarm at the perils of the Hyber-pafs, he re. 
turned to Moultan, a journey of three weeks, thence he proceeded 
to Kundahar, a month’s } journey, from which place it is a diftance 
ef fifteen days to Kabul ; on in all, a paffage of nine weeks, 


which 
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which is ufually: performed by the Hyber-track in eleven days. 
This fact, at the fame time that it marks the caution and patience 
of an Armenian, explains the dread entertained of the Hybers. 

On the 28th, before day break, having joined the party that 
had efcorted the kafilah, we left Dickah, and, at the diftance of 
feven coffes, halted near the village of Biffouly, to dry our bag- 
gage, which lad been expofed all the morning to a heavy rain. 
In moving again, we experienced many obftacles from the ex- 
treme darknefs of the night, and the numerous currents of 
water, which fuddenly produced by the rains, poured from the 
hills with extrethe itipetuofity; carrying with them ftones of a 
. watt fize, whofe rolling noife refembled thunder. It was mid« 
night, the fky was overcaft with black clouds, and the roaring 
of the torrents heard on all fides, created in my mind a certain 
horror mingled with awe, and I was involuntarily led to con- 
fier this grand foene of nature with fentiments of profound | 
reverence. 

On approaching a rivulet, which had been greatly enlarged by 
the rain, our chief difpatched firft, that fhe might not be income 
moded by the crowd, ene of his favourite women, who, though 
. mounted on a {trong horfe, had ne fooner entered the ftream, than 
fhe was fwept away by its force and drowned. This event occa- 
fioned an immediate halt, and very fenfibly afflicted our leader, 
who threw him(elf on the ground, and loudly lamented the fate of . 
his miftrefs. At day. break, the body was found on the fhore, co- 

H 2 vered 
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vered with mud, and after interring it with fuch ceremonies as the 
occafion admitted, our party crofied the ftream, now reduced to 4 
{mall fize. : ; 

On the 2gth, at Jillalabad,* twelve coffes, formerly a town of 
great note, and though now much decayed, {till fupporting a mo< 
derate traffic. It has a public market, and the adjacent diftrict 
produces a coarfe fugar. Yefterday the country was open and 
fertile; to day the road led over a barren tract, interfperfed with, 
hills. : 

On the 3oth, at the village of Balabaugh, eight. coffes. 

On the 31ft, at the village of Gundamouck, ten cofles; ahou€, 
three miles. to the eaftward of Gundamouck, croffed’a {mall ford~ 
able river, running to the fouthward or right, over which are 
the remains of a bridge built of bricks. The air, hitherto hot, 
had affumed at this place a fudden coldnefs; not effected by any 
change of weather, but agreeably to the obfervation of travellers, 
peculiar to the climate of this part of the country. The fhortnefs. 
of our ftay would not: permit an inquiry into the caufe of this 
- quick tranfition, nor could any of my affociates, though ufed te 
the road, give a reafonable account of it. Paflengers, I believe, 
throughout Afia, make journies merely from motives of profit or. 
conveniency, fometimes of religion. A defire of knowledge, or 


* The Attock river runs about two miles to the northward of the town. 
+ Timagine it falls intothe Attock river at fome fhort diftance. 


even 
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¢ven pleafure, rarely carries them abroad; and they move from 
one ftage to another, without deviating an unnecefla:y footftep. 
Yet they are minutely {killed in the rates of provifions at all the 
markets, apd whether the place is a hot or a cold one, farther 
they know not, nor do they ever afk. Near the village of Gun- 
damoyek: ig - feen -a white ftone, faid to refemble the head of an 
clephant, :and; 1 believe, that which ‘the Perfians term the Sung 
Spfiede,* . Theo air,*in- thts quarter, muft have been ftrongly im-. 
pregnated with, nitrous particles, for all the expofed parts of my. 
body became coverdl with a-white fealy fubftance, of a faline ~_ 
which ‘ina dhort time excoriated the outer fkin. , 

On the rft of Auguft, at’Baracow, a fandy uninhabited valley, 
ten eoffes. _ The officer of the efcort, proceeding this day to Kabul: 
with thofe that were well mounted, our party was reduced to a 
{mall number. We remained, during the noon hgat,.at Juggid 
Ali, where I think there is only. one houfe, which ftands under 
the fhade of a few trees, and where it is faid, the wind con-: 
tinues to blow with violence during the whole year. Its force: 
did not abate during: our ftay, and if fuch is its ufual rate,’ 
Molus, had he lived in our day, would at leaft have. chofen 
Juggid Ali for one of his country feats. Noor Mahomed,- 
whom I fuppofe you have loft fight of, believing that my 
money was now expended, or that I would not advance more, : 


oo Signifying in the Perfic a white ftone. 
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had for fome time treated me with neglect, almoft infalt, and 
in defpite of his former affurance, that zealous Mahometans 
were never. abandoned,. we fhould have. felt extreme diftrefs, had 
he not borrowed a little cath from a horfe dealer, and.I ‘from 
the private fund. | 
On the 2d of Auguft we commenced our on hae 
day a long one, at three o'clock in the morning, and im afcend« 
ing.a high fteep hill, which forms one fide of the valley of 
_ Baracow, the tackle of my mule broke; when I, the ddimal 
and baggage, rolled rapidly to the bottom. In my way down, I 
roared out with vehemence for affi(tance, but évery perfon being 
engaged. in more intereftiag bufinefs, no notice was taken of 
my clamours. My fituation would have been very com#fortlefs, 
had I not perceivéd Noor Mahomed paffing clofe by me, whofe 
help I earneftly intreated. After a long hefitation, aad a hearty 
curfe which I bore with patience, he confented to ftay, and having 
affifted in colleCting my fcattered garments, and repairing the 
maule’s tackle, we proceeded together. During a fmart debate, in 
which his illiberal condu& and. my ill luck were keenly reprobated, 
1¢ was found that we had ftrayed from the path. But the.effecte 
of a mutual fear, foon abforbed the late grievance, and united, 
our exertions in difcovering the right path, which was found after 
much groping. 
CrossinG a range of rocky hills, which extends with little 
intervention of valley for the {pace of about eight miles, we entered 
a wide 
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4 wide plain well watered and interfperfed with walled villages. 
Fhe Kabul river runs through this plain, over which, at the dif-. 
tance of four or five miles to the fouthward of the city, is a bridge * 
built of britks. Qn our approach to the capital, an active 
{rene of perfonal decoration toak place, yet in a fafhion very. dif- 
ferent frona that of the beaus of Europe. Inftead of powdering.. 
and curling the hair of the head, 2 Mahometan is there clofe thorn, 
aud fo far from thinking that beauty is imparted by a fmooth 
chin, he meafures the comelineé of his countenance, even the 
extent of honour, by the length and breadth of his beard,+ It is. 
”o uncomman oath in this country to {wear by the beard; and to 
calk a man bad reifb, or bad beard, is held a bitter reproach, but 
petit maitres are not wanting among the Mahometans, efpecially 
in the exhibition of the beard; and though they do not apply to 
%# marechale powder or pomade divine, it is‘clipped into fome fa- . 
vourite fhape with much nicéty, and fhould the natural hue be 
not liked, x is ftained with a fhining’ black colour,t which lafts a 
long time. Imagining from the behaviour of Noor “Mahomed, 

that I fhould not fee him agatn, and wifhing to make a final trial 
of his difpofition, I defired him to fix fome period for the pay. 
ment of his debt, which a fair and very fhort account ftated at 


* Called Byramy. an 
+ The Perfians, Afghans, and moft of the natural Turks, e encourage the eis 
ef the beard; while the Indian Mohomctans, Patans excepted, ordinarily fhave it. 


4 This dyc is compofed of Indige, add the leaves of the lvony fhryb. 
4 ae five 
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five: fhillings. He obferved with much indifference, that jthe road 
was an improper place for the adjuftment of accounts, and.that he 
would take fome future occafion for the purpofe. | 
In the evening I arrived at Kabul, fifteen coffes, the-capital of. 
the Afghan empire; and, after a long féarch, found a Georgian, 
for whom I had brought a letter of. introduction, from his coun-. — 
tryman at Kafhmire ; having read the letter,he made me an offer 
of half his appartment, and fuch affiftance as a ftranger might 
need. This acceptable tender was embraced with little circum~ 
locution, and I was immediately received into. a mefs, » which 
then confifted of Bagdafir the-Georgian, and the Armenians 
whom I mentioned to have made the circuitous route from Pe- 
fhour to Kabul. My hoft refitted in a karavanfera, once paid by 
foreign traders, and had paffed twenty years of his life at Kabuly 
. My firft care was to difclofe to him the injured ftate of my 
bill; at which he fhook his head, obferving, that as no letter 
in it feemed legible, it was not to be expected men would come 
forward .in a bufinefs, that would in any fhape, take money 
from them. The Merchants of Kabul, he faid, differed much | 
in their mode of dealing, from thofe of India, and with diffi- 
culty, were brought to difcharge payments demanded on the 
cleareft authority, much lefs on a plea fo equivocal as that of 
mine. The truth of this reafoning was on the next day fully 
proved, for not a merchant of the city, and all were applied to, 
would even attempt to decypher the paper, when he underftood it 
contained 
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contained an order of payment. This event fenfibly affected 
my future progrefs, and I feared would detain me at Kabul 
- until clearer credentials were obtained. Another occurrence be- 
fell me at this time, of a much more trivial neture; but as it 
ferves to pourtray perhaps a national charatter, may deferve a 
notice. : : : 

Tre muteteer, who had accompanied me from Pefhour, 
charged me with having given him a couriterfeit rupee on the 
road, and now required its exchange. He had before made 
known to me his fufpicion of this piece of money, which one 
of the paffengers had given him, and had folicited my inter- 
ference for redrefs.. When I recounted this fact, reprobating alfo 
the fhamedefs fraudulency of the attempt, the boy, for he was 
not more than fixteen years of age, daringly told me to {pare 
my words and pay the money, or he would prefer a double 
complaint againft me, and make oath to the kazzi, that none 
- of the mule-hire had been paid ; though himfelf had witneffed the 
advance of half the hire at Pefhour. His youthful appearance, 
and ‘fo intrepid a declaration, united in ftriking me with horror, 
and I inftantly put my hand to my purée to prevent his ‘purpofe, 
when Bagdafir, who had heard: our difcourfe, infifted that no — 
money fhould be paid without an order from the judge. They 
went.to that officer’s court, where the muleteer, without 4 wince, 
made oath to the truth of his demand, which was forthwith - paid 

Vor, IL | I | by 
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by Bagdafir, who returned croffing himfelf, and congratulated my 
eafy efcape from the clutches of a young incarnate devil. 

By fleeping in the open air I imagine, and on nitrous ground, 
a fever, accompanied with an ague, feized me a few days after 
my arrival at Kabul, the effeéts of which were fingularly violent. 
The fever, during its continuance, caufed a delirious ftupefaction, 
and created an infatiable thirft, which frequently relieving by 
draughts of extremely cold water, it feemed at once to gufh from 
every pore, and drenched me in profufe perfpiration. When the 
fit of ague commenced, my bed-cloths, with thofe of Bagdaftr, 
and all the horfe-covering that could be procured, were heaped on 
me, but to little purpofe ; for I lay in the ftate of the damned, if 
fuch can be formed by human idea, until the paroxyfm had 
wreaked its vengeance. My body was filled with {pots of a very 
bright colour, fhaded between purple and erimfon, which I fhould 
have beheld with pleafure, thinking that fuch eruption would 
diminifh the difeafe, had not an Armenian pronouneed them a 
fymptom of the plague. This opinion gave a common alarm $ 
and though no alteration appeared in the conduct of Bagdafir, it 
operated ftrongly on the fears of my neighbours, and they were 
difpofed to exclude me from their quarter, when I confidently 
afferted that the fever of the plague always produced its crifis in 
three days. Seeing that I had endured feven, and preferved a brifk 
flow of fpirits, their apprehenfion was much allayed, and the 
fcheme of banifhment fet afide, 


ENDEA< 
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ENDEAVOURING one day to look through the tube of my to- 
bacco-pipe with my right eye, the left being clofed, I perceived it 
to be wholly without fight. ‘This was a mortifying event, and 
that my ills might be more grievous, I was afflicted with a {pitting - | 
of blood. Bagdafir now called in a doctor of phyfic, who after 
pronouncing me in a deplorable ftate, and that little fhort of a 
miracle could fave me, undertook the cure, through the medium 
of fome medicine only known, he faid, to himfelf, and which had 
never failed of fuccefs. Entertaining from the difcourfe of my 
phyfician, but a flender opinion of his ability, I ufed, under dif- 
ferent pretences, to fend Bagdafir out of the room, and difpofed 
of the medicine where no injury could be done. The diforder 
having directed its full force againft me for the {pace of twenty 
days, began, as if wearied with the exertion, to abate, and ina 
fhort time it wholly ceafed, but my frame was fo fhattered and my 
nerves fo much relaxed, that I could fcarcely crawl about, and the 
leaft noife produced a violent tremor. In the courfe of my illnefs 
I was vifited by many of the Armenians, and one of them, a zea- 
lous devotee, defired me to {wallow fome {mall rolls of paper, on 
which were written certain myfterious words, infallible, he faid, in 
their effects, upon the bodies of pious chriftians, 

I eExpREssED my thanks to this dealer in fpells, and readily 
agreed to take his dofe, fhould Bagdafir who was my abfolute di- 
rector, give affent. On an inveftigation into their virtue, he per- 


mitted me, though with reluctance, for he abhorred the Armenian 
I 2 fect, 
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feCt, to eat them, at the fame time exptefsing {trong doubts-of their 
efficacy. .But whether from not being a member of the orthedor 
faith, as the Armenian urged, or accarding to the Georgian, from 
the heretical preparation of the charm, I received no benefit, in- 
deed I grew daily worfe, as the ficknefs was then in its progreflive 

ftage. -_ , : nan 
OssERVING on my arrival at Kabul, a common toleration of 
religion ; that .Chriftians,. Hindoos. and Jews, opénlyr profefled 
their ereed, and purfued their occupations without moleftation:; 
and aware: alfo that the Mahometan character would deprive rhe 
of the advantage of Bagdafir's conneétion, ¥ had informed :hira 
that I was a native of Europe, returning’ from India into my 
own country. At firft I defigned to take.the name of a French: 
man, but the wandering temper of that people, who ftfay into 
every corner of the earth, made me fear detection ; and had I-been 
hardy enough to- become an Englifhman, one of thofe wha. have 
abforbed the Mahometan. power in India, and in this country have 
obtained: a fuperior military reputation, I fhould perhaps at this 
day, have been a bombadier in the corps of ‘Timur Shah’s artillery. 

Fo avoid thefe rifques, I denominated myfelf a Spaniard. 
Ir was with much fatisfaétion I faw the road from Kabul to 
Perfia open, and a fair profpect of performing the journey! into 
Europe, by the route which I had originally propofed. Two Ar 
menian travellers, who had gone by fea from Aftracan to Ure 
Gunje, a Tartar ftation on one of the rivers at the head’of the 
Cafpian,, 
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Cafpian, and thence to Kabul, by.the road of Bochara and Balk, 
were earneft in perfuading me to purfue their tract as the fhorteft 
and moft free from danger. Yet 1n this {cheme were fome effen- 
tial defects. The Perfian language, on which was founded my 
shief {upport, would in this route render me little ufe, I learned 
alfo. that the winter of Bochara was fevere and long, that the Ure 
Gunje river, continued frozen until the month of March, and that — 
no Ruffian vefiel came there before May; though a journey from 
Kabul to the northern fhare of the Cafpian, by the way of Tar- 
tary, might: be performed in two months and a half, yet by 
winding at Bochara, and the eventual delays of. procuring a 
paffage by fea, it did not feem probable that I fhould reach 
Aftracan before the. enfuing June. This reafon, with the dif- 
like of vifiting a country now: barren of events or of. any grand 
object of curiofity, determined me to enter. Perfia, where a 
knowledge of the language would affift in extending refearch,,. 
as well as combat with more probable fuccefs, the. difficulties 
incident to my fituation. 

Having too fully, I fear, expatiated on perfonal concerns, L 
will now purfue the more ufeful tendency of this letter, and 
inform you that Kabul, the refidence of Timur Shah and the 
capital of his dominion, is a walled city of about a mile and. 
a half in circumference, and. fituated on the eaftern fide of a 
range of two united hills, defcribing generally the figure of a. 


femicircle. The fortification, which 1s. of a a conftruction, 
with. 
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with fcarcely a ditch, and the houfes built of rough ftones, 
clay, and unburned bricks, exhibit a mean appearance, and are 
ill fuited to the grandeur which I expected to fee in the capital 
of a great empire. But the Afghans are a rude unlettered 
people, and their chiefs have little propenfity to the reGnemente 
of life, which indeed their country is ill qualified to-gratify. — 
From the Indus to the weftern limit of this extenfive tere 
ritory, there is an invariable deficiency of wood; infomuch, 
that the lower clafs of- people in the northern quarter, fuffer 
as much, perhaps from a want of fuel in the winter .afon, as 
thofe of other countries would do from a fecarcity of. proé 

vifions. a 
_ Batrag Srr, the name of the Shah’s palace, where alfo the 
houfhold fervants, guards, and the flaves are lodged, ftands on 
a rifing ground in the eaftern quarter of the city, and- exhibits 
but a flender teftimony of the dignity of its mafter. Having no- 
ticed what has not been done to decorate Kabul, I muft not omit 
to mention the works of Ali Murdan Khan. This omrah, who 
held an eminent ftation in the fervice of Jehanguir, éretted, 
nearly in the centre of the city, four fpacious bazaars, of 
market places in a line, which confift of a range of apartments 
on each fide of two floors, the lower appropriated to merchants, 
and that above to private ufe. The intermediate fpace between 
the ranges, is covered by an arched roof, and each bazaar is 
feparated by an open fquare, which was fupplied with foun- 
tains, 
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tains, but now choaked with filth or occupied by the meaneft order 
of mechanics. Ali Murdan has left behind him many monuments 
of liberality and tafte ; the grandeft, though now in ruins, is feen 
in the vicinity of Dehli, and difplays at once a defign, ufeful and 
magnificent. 

Durino the fplendid zra of Dehli, when it covered accord- 
Ing to popular tradition, a fpace of twenty miles, the inhabi- — 
tants who refided at a diftance from the Jumna, which fkirted. 
only one of its angles, experienced much difficulty in procuring 
river water, that of the wells not being efteemed fo falubrious. 
Adi Murdan, defirous of relieving this common grievance, furveyed 
the land to the weftward, and faw that a fluice, opened from the 
Jomna, where that river approaches Karnal, would from the de- 
chvity of the ground, mtroduce water into the back part of the 
city and conduét it through all the quarters. The defign was put 
in execution, and to reward his fuccefs and preferve the work in 
good condition, Ali Murdan was vefted with the privilege of levy- 
ing a certain tax, on thofe houfes which enjoyed the ufes of the 
canal. Water was conveyed by this branch of the Jumna, form- 
ing ‘a diftance of more than one hundred miles and afford- 
ed a commodious fupply to all the inhabitants; nor, did the 
canal fall into decay, until the period of the Perfian and Afghan 
snvafions. Ali Murdan, who in his tafte and difpofition would 
not have difgraced the Roman Lucullus, beftowed on the public 
numerous edifices and gardens ; one of which thickly fhaded with: 

cyprefs 
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cyprefs trees, ftands in the-environs of Pefhour, and another a¢ 
Nimlah, a {mall village lying about eighty miles-to the fouth-eaft. 
of Kabul, on the Pefhour road, 7 ee aay 

A resPECT forthe memory of this amrah has, perhaps led 
me into too wide a deviation from which I will now return, and 
inform you that the diftri¢ts of Kabul abound in excellent provi- 
fions, and that its market is arranged in a-neater manner and more 
like that of an European town, than any I have feen in Afia: The 
fruits are of a good kind and tn great plenty, as apples, — 


"peaches, pomegranates and a variety of grapes. 


‘Tuis quarter of Afghaniftan, poffeffing but few Indian seed 
tions, receive fugars and cotton cloths, chiefly from-Pefhour, whi- 
ther it fends iron, leather and tobacco. To.Kandahar it exports 
tron, leather and lamp oil, whence these turns are made in fun- 
dry manufactures of Perfia and Europe, with a large fupply of 
melons of .an excellent fort.. The.Tartars of Bochara, bring to 
Kabul the horfes of Turkiftan, furs and hides, the latter refembling 
thofe in Europe, called Bulgar, the amount -of avhich is applied 
to the purchafe of Indigo, and other commodities. of India. . 

Tue adjacent parts of Ufbeck Tartary of which Balk* is the 
capital, hold a fpecies of dependency on Timur Shah and maintain 
a common ‘intercourfe with Kabul. I have. feen ‘the great bazaar, 
crowded with Ufbecks, who have the fame. caft of features as the 


@ This city is about two hundred miles to the north-weft of Kabul. 
Chinefe 
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Chinefe and Malays, but more harfh.° Among the foreign na 
tions who frequent this city, the Hindoos, chiefly of Pefhour, 
contribute more than any other to enrich it, by a fuperior in- 
duftry and knowledge of commerce ; and they enjoy under. the 
Afghan government, a liberty and protection, little fhort of that 
expatienced by the inhabitants of our Indian pofleffions. The 
benefits derived by a ftate from the refidence of any clafs of people, 
ufually enfure to them a fecurity of perfon and property ; but the 
Hindoos of Kabul are indebted, I believe, for fpecial indulgence to 
one of their own feét, who controuls the revenues of the Shah, 
dnd ftands high in‘favour. The environs of Kabul are, chiefly 
accupied by garden grounds, and watered by numerous ftreams ;' 
_ the largeft running through the city, over —_— is a {mall bridge,* 
affords a plentiful. {upply of falubrious water. t : 

Kasut ag has been before noticed, ftands near the foot of two. 
conjoined hills, whofe length has nearly an eaft and weft dire€étion. 
Towards the bafe of the eaflern ftands, on a flat projection, a for- 
tified palace, which was formerly the habitation of the governors 
of the city; but ist has been converted by Timur Shah into a. 
ftate prifon, where the brothers of this prince and other branches 
cf his family are-kept in confinement. Above this building 1s 
feen a {mall tower on a peak, whence the ground rifes to a 
confiderable height, and is united by a neck.of lower land to the 


* Called I have fince been informed the Pool Miftan. 
Vou. II, K other 
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other hill. From the peak, a ftone wall extends over the fummits 
of the two hills, and is terminated at the bottom of the wefter- 
moft by an ordinary redoubt. 
Tue Afghans are the indigenous poffeffors of a tract of coun 
‘try, which ftretches from the mountains of Tartary to certain 
parts of the gulf of Cambay and Perfia; and from the Indus 
to the confines of Perfia. ‘The inhabitants of this wide domain, 
have no written character and {peak a language peculiar to them~ 
felves. ‘They are a robuft, hardy race of men, and being gene~ 
rally addicted to a ftate of predatory warfare, their manners 
Jargely partake af a barbarous infolence, and they avow a fixed 
contempt for the occupations of civil life. Though in fome of our 
hiftories of Afia, the natives of Afghaniftan are denominated Tar- 
tars, I am prompted to fay, that they bear no refemblance to thofe 
people, either in their perfons, manners, or language. | 
CERTAIN territories of Afghaniftan, were conquered in the 
ninth century by the khans of Bochara, of the Samani race, and 
annexed to the Tartar principality of Khorafan, from whence 
a {ubordinate chief was deputed to govern at Guizni. But it does 
not appear that the northern quarter of the country was fubdued 
until the reign of Mahmoud,* the fecond prince of the Giznavi 
dynafty, who compleated the conqueft of Afghaniftan. No fub- 
ftantial tradition of the Afghans or the ftate of their country is 


* He reigned in the eleventh century 
) found 
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found on record, until the year of the chriftian era, 997, when 
Sabuétagi, a Tartar officer, in the fervice of the chief of Kho- 
rafan, who was fubject at that period to Munfur at Samani,* 
the great khan of Bochara, having at his mafter’s death, fuc- 
ceeeded to the territory, renounced the Tartar vaffalage, and ex- 
tending his conquefts to Afghaniftan, made Ghizni the capital 
of his empire. | 

Tue Ghiznavi dominion, which involved a large portion of 
Perfia and Hindoftan, acquired chiefly by the arms of Mahmoud, 
the fon of Sabuétagi, flourifhed for the fpace of two hundred 
and feven years, when it was wrefted from Kufro, the laft of 
the race of Sabuctagi, by the Afghan Mohomed Ghori.- This 
prince bequeathed to Eldoze, a favorite flave, his pofleffions weft 
ef the Indus, which were quickly overrun by a Perfian prince of 
Kharifm, whofe fucceffor Tillal-ud-Dein, was compelled to fly 
before the victorious {word of Zinzis.t | 

From the period of that revolution, till the invafion of Timur 
Beg, the hiftory of the Afghans is immerfed in general obfcurity ; 
and little fatisfactory knowledge of their government has been com- 
municated to us, except by Ferifhta, who fays that in the year 
1251, Mahmoud, a Patan, king of Dehli, drove the Moghul Tar- 


* The fifth prince of that dynafty. 

+ So called from Ghor a diftri€t or principal town, in the northern town in the 
northern part of Afghaniftan. 

+ This event happened about the year 1242. 
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tars from Ghizni, and annexed it to the empire of Hindoftan. It 
1S probable, that it continued fubject to the dominion of Delhi, 
until the expedition of Timur’s into India, when the northern 
quarter of Afghaniftan became a Tartar province. 

As the great empire of Tartary fell into rapid decay on the 
death of Timur, and no relation being given of the fubfequent 
exiftence of a Tartar government in Afghaniftan, we may infer 
that it was ruled by its national chiefs until the year 1506, at 
which period, Baber, previoufly to his conqueft of Hindoftan, feized 
on Kabul and Ghizni, which occafionally with Kandahar, were 
held by his pofterity for the {pace of two hundred and thirty one 
years, when Nadir Shah annexed them to the dominion of Perfia. ° 

In arranging thofe heads of Afghan hiftory, it may not be fu- 
perfluous to note, that Mahmoud Ghori, bequeathed his territory 
eaft of the Indus to a flave, whom he had adopted, named: Kultub 
UI Dein, the firft Afghan or Patan* king of Dehli, from whom 
a fucceflion of princes of the fame nation, continued to reign for 
near three hundred years, and ended in Ibraham, of the houfe of 
Lodi ; who was flain in battle by Baber. The materials of this 
fketch, which are taken from Shirrifud Dein’s memoirs of Timur, 
Dowe’s Hiftory of Hindoftan, and private defultory remarks, will 


not, I fear, communicate much ufeful information. For the went 


® The race of Afghans are commonly known in India by the name of Patans, the 
meaning or etymology of which defignation does not feem to be afcertained. 
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indeed of ary native record, and.the fuperficial manner in which 
the fubject has-been treated by foreign writers, little fub{tantiak 
matter can row: exift for the conftruction of'the hiftory of the 
Afghans. ‘Yet the lofs is the more eafily confoled, when it is 
confidered, that little inftruction or pleafure can arife to the mind, 
from reviewing’ the actions of a race of men enveloped in favage 
ignorance, and :ftigmatifed: even by ‘the fierce Fartars for their 
or and rapine. | | 
Tur Afghans received. the religion of Mahomet from their: 
Tartar conquerors, and like them profefling the Sooni creed, are 
avowed enemies to the Schias, or the Sectaries of Ali... Though 
many of the ‘tribes mu({t have been converted at the period.of the 
Ghizni dynafty, it is feen that Timur encountered a fierce body of 
‘this nation, whom he denominated infidels.- At this day, the Afghans: 
are efteemed the leaft correct of the Mahometans in ‘religious obfer-. 
vances ; and few of them are converfant in foreign:Jetters.. :Their 
common drefs confilts of a ‘fhut,-which. falls over the upper part of 
long and narrow trowfers; a woollen vett, fitted clofely to the body, 
and reaching to the mid-leg, and a high:turned up: cap, of. broad, 
cloth or cotton, ufually of one colour, and of a conic form; with 
two fmall parallel flits in the upper edge of its facing. Bread of. 
wheat and barley, milk, butter and cheefe, compofe the common diet, 
of the Afghans ; ;, they. alfo, in the winter feafon an@ on d journey, 
make frequent-ufe of a fuod called croat, which is curdled milk, 
formed, into {mall balls, hardened either: by the heat of the:fun or, 
fire ; ; 
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fice; this, when diffolved in warm water and mixed with bredd, bes 
comes equally favoury.and nourifhing. . Their butter and cheefe, 
are invariably made of the. milk of fhéep, which in this country, is 
faid to be better adapted to the purpofe than that of Kine. The 
cheefe I thought of a good quality, though this opinion might have 
arifen from my long ufage to a courfe of flender diet. 

Tue cuftoms of the Afghans, agreeably to the curfory obfer- 
vations I made, feem in all the greater lines, fimilar to thofe of 
other Mahometan nations; with that difference which neceffarily 
arifes from climate, and from the difpofition of a rude and polite 
people. Their women are concealed, though not in a very ngid 
manner; nor are they fo much devoted to the pleafures of the 
haram, as the Indians, Perfians, or Turks. ‘They avow an abhor- 
rence of that unnatural paffion to. which many of the Mahometan 
fects are adicted; and the perpetrators are punifhed with feverity. 

THE government of the Afghans, muft ever receive a weighty 
bias from the genius of their ruler, and the degree of authority he 
may pofiefs. But when not conftrained, as in the prefent reign,- 
by fome extraordinary power or capacity of the prince, they dif- 
perfe into focieties, and are guided by the ruder principles of a 
feudal conftitution. Conformably to this fyftem, the different 
chieftains ufually refide in fortified villages, where they exercife an 
acknowledged, though a moderate {way over their vaffals, and yield 
a carelefs obedience to the orders of government. Rarely any 
appeal 1s made to the head of the ftate, except in cafes which may 

involve 
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involve a common danger; when I have feen the authority of the 
Shah interpofed with fuccefs. | | 

Tue land-holders are affefled, according to their capacity, in 
a ftipulated fum, which is paid into the public treafury ; but as it’ 
is known that the demand of a large tax would be refifted, the go- 
vernment is temperate and lenient in its treatment of the native 
Afghan fubjects. 

Tue armies of the empire are compofed of a diverfity of na- 
tions; but the beft troops are drawn from the Afghan diftricts ; 
each of which, on the event of fervice, furnifh a ftated. quota at 
a low rate, and look for a greater reward in chance of war. The 
cities and towns are chiefly inhabited by Hindoos and Mahometans 
of the Punjab, who were eftablifhed by the former princes of Hin~ 
doftan, to introduce commerce and. civilization into their wefterm 
provinees ;. many families of Tartar and Perfian extraction are 
alfo difperfed through different parts of Afghaniftan. The latter 
are denominated Parfewauns, the other Moguls ;* but they have 
both adopted the ufe of the Perfian language; and it may not be 
fuperfluous to obferve, that the Tartar + conquerors of India, a 
defcendant of whom {ftill fits on the throne of Dehli, made the 
Perfian character and language the common medium of record and 


_ ® The traders ip horfes and fruits, who make annual journies into India, are chiefly 
of this joint clafs 
+ The Turkith is the vernacular language of that region of Tartary, which gave 
birth to the race of Timur. 


colrree- 


I" FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


correfpondence,- throughout their dominion ; an ufage at this day: 


preted in all the Mahometan ftates of Hindoftah. 

To:throw fomé light onthe modern hiftory of ‘Afghaniftan, it 
is neceffary to defcribe , fome events which wefe produced in 
that-quarter and in Perfia, -previoufly to the invafion of Nadir- 
Shah.. | 

AspouT the year 1720, an army of ahd, commanded by 
Mahmud, the fon of Meervais, a chieftain of Kandahar, invaded 
Perfia, and after a feries of fuccefles, he became pofleffed of Ifpa- 
han, the faltan‘Huffeyn. with all his fons, except Thamas Mirza, 
who made his: efcape, were made prifoners.- Mahmud held pof= 
feffion of the capital and the fouthern provinces until his death,’ 
when the  fucceffion devolved on Afhruff, .an-Afghaa of the fame’ 
tribe, who in the year 1730, continued to exercife.a‘fovereigm 
power in the interior patts of the-country. - About this period,; 
Thamas Mirza, who had fled from the Afghan arms, raifed a body 
of military adherents, and ultimately aided by. the prowefs of 
Nadir his principle officer, made a vigorous attack upon the Af- 
ghan ufurper; Afhruff maintained fome obftinate conflicts with’ 
the Perfian army, which was wholly commanded by Nadir, the 
moft. intrepid and fuccefsful foldier of the eaft; but he was com- 
pelled to yield to the fuperior genius of his enemy, and in retiring 
towards Kandahar with not more than a.hundred men, he was at- 
tacked by a party of his marauding countrymen, and cut off after 
a defperate defence. 
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A POWERFUL {feét of Afghans, denominated Abdali, encou- 
raged by the diftra@ted ftate.of Perfia, had feized on Herat,* a large 
fortified city in Khorafan, and were preparing to reduce the pro? 
_ vince, when they were encountered by Nadir, who totally routed 
their army ; fifteen thoufand, it is faid, being killed and wounded, 
and five thoufand made prifoners. Having recovered the territo- 
ries, which the Turks and Ruffians had difmembered from Perfia 
during the weak reign of Huffeyn, and expelled the Afghans, 
Nadir Shah depofed Thamas, and entering Afghaniftan in the 
year 1737 with a large army, laid fiege to the ftrong fortrefs of 
Kandahar, which was at that time held by Huffeyn Khan, an in- 
dependant Afghan chief. The exertions of this officer, aided by 
the natural advantages of his fituation, detained the Perfian in 
the. vicinity of Kandahar, for the {pace of eighteen months. At 
the furrender of the fortrefs and other adjacent {trong holds, Nadir 
made fo temperate a ufe of his victory, that about four thoufand 
Afghans, commanded by two of the officers of Huffeyn, were in- 
duced. to join his army; and it is mentioned that thefe troops, 
during the Indian expedition, rendered him effential fervice. 

In the annals of that period, I have made diligent fearch for 
the name of Abdali Ahmed Khan, the founder of the modern em-. 
pire of Afghaniftan ; but I have not been able to procure any ac- 
curate information of his origin or military progrefs, until he 


* Suppofed to be Aria of the ancients, 
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ftarted forth with fo brilliant a fuccefs at the death of Nadir Shah. 
That he was an Afghan there is no doubt, as the fact 1s fully 
Proved in the perfon of his fon Timur Shah; yet from Dowe’s 
_ hiftory, he has been brought into our notice by the name of the 
Perfian Abdalli; by various records and oral tradition of the life 
of Nadir Shah, it is feen that he maintained a party of Afghans 
in his fervice, and having received in the latter period of his reign, 
a general teftimony of the difaffection and meditated treachery of 
his Perfian officers, he refolved to reduce them to obedience, or 
cut them off by the affiftance of his foreign Troops; among whom, 
the Afghans, then, commanded by oe mins were diftin~ 
guifhed by pre-eminent marks of favor. . | 
Tue affaflination of Nadir, was immediately follawed by a 
furious attack on the Afghan troops, confifting of four or five 
thoufand men; but their intrepid chief, though affailed by the 
whole Perfian army, effected a fafe retreat into his own country, 
where, feizing on a large treafure which the governor of Kabul, 
not yet apprized of the fate of Nadir, had difpatched to the Per- 
fian camp, and raifing a numerous force, he was acknowledged 
the fovereign of the Afghan territories, by the title of Ahmed 
Shah. After eftablifhing his authority at home, he. penetrated 
into the northern quarters of India, which felt the force of his 
arm, and long groaned under the Afghan defolation. 
AHMED Sau having run through a long and arduous mili- 
tary carreer, and acquired even the character of a temperate and 
ja 
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juft prince, died in the year 1773, in the vicinity of the new city of 
Kandahar,* which he had defigned to be the capital of Afghaniftan. 
This prince was fucceeded by his fon Timur, who keeps his court in 
the city of Kabul ; to preferve the foreign poffeffions of his father, 
he made in-the firft part of his reign, fome defultory expeditions 
into India ; but on the iffue of an unfuccefsful campaign with the 
Sicques, -he was compelled to relinquifh the whole of the Punjab 
territory. ‘At this day he retains, on the eaft fide of the Indus, 
the. principality of Kafhmire, the diftri€t of Attock, with fome 
{cattered divifions of Moultan, including the city and the territory 
of Scind. Yet Timur Shah derives but few real advantages from 
his. Indian domain. Scind’at the period of my journey, was in a 
degree difmembered from his empire ; no revenue had been remit- 
ted to Kabul for the fpace of two years, or any meafure adopted 
to enforce obedience. And the governor of Moultan, confiding 
on his remote diftance from the empire and the inactive difpofition, 
of the prince, fhews only that attention to the orders of govern- 
ment, which is moft accordant with his purpofes, From this out- 
line you will perceive, that the Afghan dominion in India, does 
not ftand on a flourifhing ground; that under the aufpsces of 
‘Timur, few marks of its extenfion are evinced; or that it tim- 


parts any leading influence in the affairs of Hindoftan. 


* Nadir Shah deftroyed the old fortrefs of Kandahar, which ftood on the top of a 
high rocky hill, and founded on a contiguous plain, ‘a city entitled Nadirabad; it was 
noe by Ahmed Shah, and is now only known by the name of Kandahar. © | 
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Rumours.wafted from the court of Dehli, have occafionally 
agitated our quarter of India, and taught us to believe that Timur 
with a mighty hoft, had crofled the Indus, and was making rapid 
marches to Dehli, to reftore the loft authority of the Moghul 
empire. But tls is an empty tale, framed to raife the {pirits: 
of a decaying drooping court, or amufe the dreaming politicians 
of the day. It is indeed, fo oppofite to the truth, that the Af. 
ghan prince, inftead of urging a foreign enterprize, feems afraid 
to move from his capital.* At this time a common outcry. of 
the foldiery prevails againft the Shah, fos a large failure of mir 
litary payments; and it appears that fiance the year. 1780, when 
he vifited Pefhour, where he was treacheroufly attacked by a 
party of difaffected Afghans, he has fhewn. no. defire of leaving: 
Kabul.-¢ 


* Since that period Timur Shah, has appeared in the field and proceeded to the. pro-- 
vince of Moultan ; but his operations, futile and indecifive, have terminated after much. 
negociation and threat, in a manifeft incapacity:to complete the redution of 2-nominal 
tributary ; and having diflolved the charm that popular opinion had. impreffed on. his 
name, he returned inglorioufly into his own. country. 


Note by the Editors. 


7” Some-recent advices ftom India mention, that.in the autummof.1796, Zemaun. 
Shah, the fucceffor of Timur, had invaded the Punjab, and having completely routed: 
the forces of the Sicques, had gained poffeffion of Lahore ;- but was foon after re- 
called from thence to Kandahar by a rebellion excited there, during his abfence, by a 
difcontented chief, named Morad Khan. Thefe accounts add. that he was fuppofed to. 
have fuppreffed this infurrection, and to be preparing to re-enter India with a very 
confiderable army, 
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--Exctusive of his Afghan and Indian dominions, Timur 
Shah is poffefled of a large divifion of Khorafan, which taking 
wn the city of Herat, extends on the north to the vicinity of 
Niffabor and. Turfhifh, and on the fouth to the. leffer Irak. 
This prince, whom I have feen, is about forty fix years of. age, 
his perfon is above the middle fize and rather corpulent ; and, for 
a native of Afghaniftan, 1s complexion is dark. , In token of impe- 
rial dignity, he. wears.on days of ceremony, a high. cap of black 
nelvet, with a top. of a quadrangular form. | | | 
From.a,want of vigor in the government, a thin population, 
and the averfion of the Afghans. to. civil occupations, the: reve- 
nue of Timur Shah: bears. an, inadequate proportion, to the ex- 
tent of his dominion. In- Mr. Dowe’s Hiftory of Hindoftan, it 
is faid that Ahmed. Shah. poffeffed a revenue of three millions 
fterhing, and maintained a ftanding body of one hundred thoufand 
cavalry. If fuch was the ftate of that prinee’s power and refources, 
it hath greatly decreafed in the reign of his fucceffor; whofe 
whole force according to the information I procured im the country, 
does not exceed thirty thoufand men, or his revenue a million 
of our money. 
CAVALRY conftitutes the chief ellen a of Afghan- 
iftan, which as well from its own diftri¢ts, as its contiguity 
to Tartary and Perfia, procures good. horfes,* at a moderate rate, 


: Z ; Ree _— . 
®@ A ferviceable horfe is procured at Kabul, from five to fix pounds fterling. 
| 7 A corps: 
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A corps of infantry armed with matchlocks, compofes alfo a part 
of the Afghan army ; but, as in countries where cavalry is formed 
of the higher clafles of the people and denominates military honor 
and rank, this body is held in low account, and 1s little fupe- 
rior to the undifciplined foldiery of India; and the. Afghan ar- 
tillery, may without depreciating it, be eftimated by the fame {cale 
of comparifon. Certain of the brothers of Timur Shah have 
raifed occafional commotions in.the government, and one-of theni 
named Sicunder, was in -open. febellion, but it was quelled . 
without producing any violent effect. This prince who hitherto 
experiences the obedience and filial duty of his own family, has 
appointed two of ‘his fons, grown to manhood, to the feparate 
charge of Kandahar ‘and Herat; both of them live in harmony 
with their father and are efteemed by the people. 

THE remains of a colony of Armenians, which Nadir Shah 
had captured in his Turkifh war, and eftablifhed in the nor- 
thern parts of Perfia, whence it was removed by Ahmed Shah 
into Afghaniftan, are now refiding at Kabul. They intermarry 
with their own women and are allowed the free ule of the 
chriftian religion, which is admuniftered by a national prieft. 
They were attached to the body-guard of the late Shah, whom 
they attended in his various expeditions ; and thofe who fur- 
vived, amounting to about one hundred, were fometime em- 
ployed by Timur in the like capacity ; but, fince this prince 
has perfonally relinquifhed the purfuits of a military life, and 
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neglected the maintenance of his army, the Armenians have 
fallen into great penury. They refide with their families 
in the precincts of the Balau Sir, and are permitted within a 
prefcribed limit, to exercife difcretionary occupations. Yet with 
all the induftry which the tribe fo abundantly poffeffes, they 
earn but a fcanty pittance. In defpite of this grievance of the 
gloomy forrow preffed on them by poverty, by a condition of 
bondage, to which on this fide’ of mortality, ‘the moft fanguine 
hope can fix no termination, they evince an unremitting activity 
in propagating their fpecies : and would feem determined to entail 
on their race, an equal portion | of . that — which has ™ 
largely fallen to their: lot. age 
From what’ has: been: alreaily ‘rioticed, {¢ were almoft fuper- 
fluous to fay that Timur Shah poffefles little’ eitterprize or vigor 
of mind. For the laft feven years; he has fhewn fittle inclina- 
tion to military a€tion, or the aperandifement’ of his Empire. Tt. 
is true, that allured-by the hope of acquiring an. éafy poffeffion 
of one of the beft cities, now remainining in Perfia, he fent a 
body of troops to befiege Mufchid,- the’ capital of Khora- 
fan; but, the wretched equipment of his army and the flow pro~ 
grefs of the fiege, which was commenced ‘in the preceding year, 
equally fhew a want of fpirit and ability. : 
Tue Afghan government, when viewed: as ftanding ona ge- 
neral bafis of defpotifm, and compared with that of other Afiatic 
ftates, is not: pregnant ‘with injuitice ‘or cruelty: “Its ediéts are 
| \ — feldom 
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felddm accompanied with bloodfhed3 nor is it inimical ‘to any fect 
of ftrangers. The foreign and native merchants, enjoy at Kabul 
an ample protection, and maintain their rights with a fpirit, 
rarely feen in a Mahometan country. Capital punifhments are 
feldom inflicted, and though the kinfmen -of the Prince have 
formed frequent confpiracies againft the ftate, his hands are not 
ftained with the blood of-.his family. _ Such are the virtues of Ti- 
mur Shah, which were exemplified in various inftances, during my 
refidence at his capital. The ruling vice of this prince is avarice ; 
from a dread of the fierce and untractable fpirit of the Afghans, 
its effects are not feverely felt in the collection of the territorial] 
revenue ; but it preffes hard on the foldiery and houfhold fervants ; 
on artificers, and on thofe merchants who unwarily vend their 
wares to the court without prompt payment. The facts, however 
defultory, that have been adduced, do not warrant the opinion 
that Timur Shah is an object of dread to the bordering ftates, or 
that he is juftly entitled, the comet of the eaft, who we have been 
taught to believe, will at fome unexpected moment, fhoot acrofs 
the Indus and the Ganges, and confume even our remote province 
of Bengal. ae | | 

_ Tue chief firength of the Afghan prince, I prefume to fay, is 
derived from the weaknefs and difcord of his neighbours. Were 
the Sicque chiefs not more apprehenfive of a domeftic increafing 
influence, than defirous of fubduing a conftitutional enemy, they 
would, it may be fairly inferred, {peedily extinguifh the Afghan 
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government in India; and fhould the Perfian force be thrown into 
a body, undet the conduét of an able leader, it is not only pro- 
bable, that the difmembered divifion of Khorafan would revert to 
its ancient poffeffors, but that the Afghans would again feel a 
foreign yoke.—With an earneft apology for this long letter, I 
remain, 


Yours, &c. 


Voit. II. M LET- 
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LETTER XIV. 


DEAR SIR, 


Havine in vain endeavoured to procure 
payment of my defaced bill, I fold it at half price to Bagdafir, 
my Georgian hoft, who agreed to abide by the chance of ob- 
taining the full amount. God forgive me for doubting the in- 
tegrity of my Chriftian hoft; but, fome obfcure parts of the 
negociation, and the exorbitant prices, charged upon fundry ar- 
ticles which I purchafed from him, induced me to believe, that 
he had not played me fair. To throw rafh blame on a man, 
who had rendered me fuch effential offices of humanity, and who, 
is cut off from every help of vindication, were a breach of one 
of the grand bonds of fociety. Nor had this fufpicion been com- 
municated, did it not lead to fubftantiate an obfervation I have 
eften made; that a man, though devoted to the ftrict obfer- 
vance of the minuteft ceremony of his religion, with a mind of- 
tenfibly fixed on objects lying beyond mortality, who, like the 
Georgian, loudly chants his morning and evening prayers, and on 
his beads, numbers a long lift of martyred faints, fhall at the 
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fame time, eagerly grafp at every advantage, which our world 
holds out to him; nor fhall he give even farthings to the poor. 
This covering has happily-in the civilized world, become thread- 
bare and flimfy, and except in fanatic conventicles, is feldom exhi- 
bited with fuccefs. 

Havinec made the requifite preparations for my journey, 
and hired one fide of a camel, on which a pannier was fufpended 
for my accommodation, 1 joined a party proceeding to Kandahar. 

On the firft September, at Killah Kazzee, the remains of a 
fort, three furfungs* diftant from Kabul. This being a kafilah of 
camels, which in Afghaniftan and Perfia, are ufually driven in the 
night, that the heat of the day and the effects of thirft, may be lefs 
felt, we departed on the evening of the 22d, and early next mor- 
ning halted on a barren plain, five furfungs. The road lay 
through fcattered hills of a moderate height, and a country thinly 
cultivated. | 

Ir is neceffary to mform you, that I now appeared in the cha- 
racter of a Chriftian, conformably to the counfel of Bagdafir, who 
had confidently affured me that no rifque would be incurred under 
fuch defcription ; and, he expatiated alfo on the grievous fin of 
throwing out any falfe colours on the {core of religion. But it 


* Throughout this quarter of Afghaniftan and all the dominion of Perfia, the 
land meafurement is calculated by furfungs,, which may be roundly computed, at four 
Englifh miles. In fome of the ancient authers, this meafurement is termed parafing, 
agreeably to the alphabet of the old Perfic in which the letter F is not contained, 
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was foon feen that the exchange involved a multiplicity of troubles, 
Never perhaps, did the meek and patient member of primitive 
Chriftianity fuffer, among the Gentiles, greater indignity or more | 
bitter reproach; martyrdom only was withheld; and that ex- 
tremity of Chriftian honor, I was in perpetual dread of ; though 
without any foretafte of thofe comforts, which flow from ardent 
zeal, or a confolatory belief that the church would derive either 
firength or credit from my fufferings. 

Tue mode of travelling, which I had now adopted being pro- 
bably unknown to you, I will give it as it deferves, a rough de- 
{cription. The camel appropriated to the accommodation of 
paflerigers, carries two perfons, who are lodged in a kind of pan- 
nier laid loofely on the back of the animal. The pannier, termed 
in the Perfic, kicjahwah, is a wooden frame, with the fides 
and bottom of netted cords of about three feet long and two 
broad, and two in depth. The neceflaries of the paflengers are 
conveyed in the kidjahwah, and the journey being ufually 
made in the night-time, it becomes the only place of his reft ; 
for on the kafilah’s arrival at his ftation, he muft, immediately 
exert himfelf in procuring provifions, water and fuel; alfo in 
keeping an eye over his property to prevent theft. Had I been 
even much accuftomed to this manner of travelling, it muft have 
been irkfome; but a total want of practice, made it exceffively 
grievous. That you may not think my complaints fll-founded, 
er that I poffefs the 1 — though unhappy talent of creating 


: | cala- 
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calamities, I will lay before you a fimple detail of facts. The 
box which I ‘occupied, meafured a length of two feet feven 
inches, with a breadth of one font and a half; and my height 
being five feet and nearly ten inches, you will neceffarily grant 
that equal addrefs and force were required, to pack me in fo 
difproportionate a compafs. On reconnoitering the other fide of 
the camel, I difcovered, which alarmed me, an old woman and 
an infant. My fears indeed were foon verified, by the child 
beginning to cry and the nurfe to fcold; nor did the alternate 
{train ceafe the whole night. Our camel, too, was the worlt 
conditioned of the drove; and a want of ftrength made the 
poor animal ftumble and very reftive. His ill properties did 
not remain long concealed ; for, before the party had crept into 
their feats, the camel, which is accuftomed to receive its bur- 
then, in a kneeling pofture, fuddenly arofe, when I, the nurfe 
and child, with our various ftock of equipment, fell to the ground 
in wide confufion; I then firft experienced a tafte of thofe ills, 
which are attached to the profeffion of Chriftian faith, in Ma- 
hometan countries. 

Tue camel driver, an Afghan of the rudeft caft, reprobated 
me in fevere terms as the caufe of the mifhap; but, he could 
expect no good fortune, he faid, whilft in the fociety of an infidel, 
to whom, only, where to be attributed the falfe fteps, and 
numerous they were, of the camel. With much joy I difco- 
vered, at the dawn of day, our halting place, where I was re- 
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lieved from a complication of difcordant founds, and a cramp 
which had benumbed all my body. | | 

At Kabul I had endeavoured to procure a fervant, know- 
ing that in my prefent character, I fhould fuffer much incon- 
veniency without fuch. an affiftant. But Bagdafir was averfe to 
the meafure, obferving that ng Mahometan of character would 
enter my fervice, and that thofe who had overcome their fcru- 
ples would rob me. Waving therefore fo dangerous an accom- 
modation, I commenced the journey, witha refolution of boldly 
facing every difficulty; yet to obtain the camel driver’s good 
will, I paid him more than the ufual hire. | 

On the 24th, in the morning, at Azeeabad, five furfungs. 
The coyntry, which I reviewed at day-break, was interfperfed 
with low hills, and generally cultivated. Having now diftinétly 
noticed our party, I perceived that Dowran, the name of the 
conduétor, who plumed himfelf on being of the fame tribe as 
Timur .Shah, had with him a younger brother for a helper, 
and five camels; three of which carried merchandize, and two, 
paflengers. The cargo of one of thefe having been defcribed, 
it remains to fay, that on the other fat an old Afghan lady of 
fome diftinétion, her daughter, very handfome, and two grand 
children. The dame began an early conteft with Dowran, but 
after fome fmart fkirmifhes, fhe gained a compleat victory over 


' the driver, who fat down eafy under the defeat, by obferving 
that 
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that the lady had fprung from a noble race, and that the fhril- 
nefs of her voice made his head ache. . 

On the 2sth, halted near a fmall fort, four furfungs. The 
might air was very cold, and the country prefented the barren 
afpeét of a bare plain, on which were fcattered hills of rock 
and fand. Dowran’s refufal of all affiftance, on the fcore of 
my being an infidel and thereby unclean, obliged me to go 
daily in fearch of water and the dried dung* of camels, the 
only fuel of thefe parts, the kindling of which excited an ex- 
cruciating pain in my eyes. But having fortunately laid in a 
{mall ftock of bifcuit, tea and fugar, I fubfifted without much 
labour of cookery. This was I think, the firft period of my 
life, in which to ufe a trite phrafe, I had been thrown wholly 
on my back; for in the firft part of my journey, I ufually fared 
better than my companions. My manner was then confident, 
and the rough plenty of my board, procured many attentive 
adherents. The reverfe now befell me, I was treated on all 
fides with fuch a brutal contempt, and experienced from a want 
of every help fo many embarrafiments, that I grievoufly la- 
mented the dimiffion of my Mahometan covering; which I re- 
folved to take up on the moft favorable occafion. 


Tue Armenians, in the, courfe of journeying, are neither fub- 


# For the purpofe of colleGting this fuel, kafilabs feldom vary their ftations. 
| ject 
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ject to the grievances which affected me; nor do they feel with 
much fenfibility the infults of the Mahometans; and by chiefly 
travelling with affociates of their own nation, a mutual aid is af- 
forded ; befides thefe advantages, they poffefs a flexibility of man- 
ners, which receives a form from every people with whom they 
mix. I have feen them manage with infinite addrefs, the Hindoo, 
_ the Mahometan, and even the Jew ; a race whom they affect, on 
a religious principle to hold in abhorrence; but the grand caufe 
of their hatred, is a clofe commercial rivalfhip. Treatment, at 
which an Armenian would have {miled or endured with profound 
fubmiffion, I fhould either by my hands, or at leaft my tongue, 
have warmly refented: for though not ill verfed in the manners of 
the eaft, I never had fufficient forbearance to fubmit to the re- 
proachful infolence which the Mahometans, efpecially the vulgar, 
exercife towards thofe of a different faith. | 
Dowran, from my aukwardnels in all culinary matters, and 
a want of ftrength to affift in loading his camels, the only quali- 
ties in his mind, conftituting an ufeful man, conceived a contemp- 
tible opinion of me, which he thought could not be more forcibly 
expreffed, than circulating a report in the kafilah that I was a Jew. 
This was a new battery opened again{t me, but having procured 
the protection of the old Afghan lady, by fondling the children 
and giving them fugar, I fuccefsfully combated Dowran, who had 
now altogether fubmitted to a female government. 
On the 26th, at Ghizni, four furiungs. This city remaitied 
‘Vou. It. N the 
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the capital of an extenfive, powerful empire for the {pace of four 
hundred years, and according to the hiftorian Ferifhta, was adorned 
by the Ghiznavi princes, particularly the great Mahmoud, with 
many a fumptuous and ftately pile. But, ah! what humiliating 
forrow did I feel, how quickly did every fpark of the pride inct- 
dent to humanity fubfide, on beholding the fallen ftate of Ghizn1 } 
In vain did I look for its “ gorgeous palaces and cloud capt 
66 towers.”? They had been long levelled with the duft, and 
fave fome feattered mafles of mifhapen ruins, not a monument 
is to be feen of Ghizni’s former grandeur. The town 
ftands on a hill of moderate height, at the foot of which runs. 
a {mall river,* whofe borders are occupied by fome fruit gar- 
dens. [Its flender exiftence is now. maintained by fome. Hindoo 
families, who fupport a {mall traffick, and fupply the wants of 
a few Mahometan refidents. 

At a fhort diftance from Ghizni, ftands the tomb of Mah- 
moud, where pilgrims refort from diftant places to fay their - 
prayers. But as the religious acts of fuch emigrants are rated 
by the degree of labour, length or danger of their journies, we 
are not to fuppofe that the pilgrimage improves either their 
heads or their hearts: though few moral benefits may accrue 
to the devotee from his wanderings, he derives from them a 
confiderable portion of fecular advantage, The Hadji, fo he is 


* Its current pafies to the weft or fouthward, but I am not acquainted with its name. 
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entitled, who has made the tour of Mecca, and vifited the 
tomb of his prophet, is ever after treated with a refpectful de- 
ference, for it is the top of Mahometan fafhion to be religious ; 
and if a mendicant, his {crip never wants a ftore. 

- In mentioning Mahmoud and Ghizni, it were criminal to omit 
the name of the Perfian poet, Fardoufi, who in his Sha Namah, 
hath given us a {plendid monument of epic poetry, and the pure 
language of his country. The protection of the great doth not 
always fall to the poet’s lot ; nor but rarely doth the public muni- 
ficence enable him to indulge the bent of his genius. Griping 
want often drives him to feek the hireling’s pittance, and even in 
our enlightened land, we have feen the cold hand of penury prefs 
him to the grave. More propitious was the fortune of Ferdoufi : 
it gave him an imperial patron in Mahmoud, whofe praife he too 
lavifhly fung. And when, for fome failure of the prince’s promife, 
the poet tetired into Perfia, his countrymen warmly vied in mani- 
fefting their liberality and applaufe. 

Tue climate of Ghizni 1s fo cold as to have become prover- 
bial, and the Afghans told me, that the town “as more than once 
been overwhelmed in fnow. The road to Ghizni has, I appre- 
hend, a fouth weft direction, and is diftant from Kabul eighty 
two miles, at the rate of four miles to a furfung. I have been the 
more induced to notice this fact circumftantially; ‘as in our maps 
its diftance and courfe from Kabul is erroneoufly laid down; fome 
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of the French geographers, even place it to the weftward of Kan- 
dahar. 

In the morning of the 27th of September, at Heer Ghut, five 
furfungs. The country is interfperfed with low hills, and pro- 
duces, except in fome few cultivated {pots, little elfe than a prickly 
aromatic weed, on which camels feed with avidity; and whick 
with pafte of unfifted barley formed into balls, conftitutes their 
common food. ‘This animal is peculfarly ufeful in countries where, 
as in Afghaniftan, the roads are level, the foil dry, and provender, 
from the thin population, generally fcarce. The camel even on 
much coarfer fare than has been mentioned, endures fevere fatigue, 
often carrying a load of eight hundred Englifh pounds ; and has 
fo tra€table a temper, that eight of them faftened to each other in 
a ftring,: are managed by two men. When oppreffed with thirft 
on the road, a camel throws from its ftomach a flefhy fubftance 
of a purple colour, which either returns a fupply of water that 
has been previoufly depofited, or being put into friétion in the 
mouth, yields fuch moifture as gives it occafional relief. 

On the 27thg our party halted at the inftance of Dowran 
wholly ; that is, without the previous affent of the old lady, who 
inveighed againft his pref{umption with fuch bitternefs and fo loudly, 
that ftopping his ears, he ran off the field. You will pleafe to 
obferve, that the places noted as halting ftations, take their name 
either from fome adjacent fort, or if in an uninhabited country, 
from fome peculiar afpect or quality they may poffefs.. 

On. 
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On the 29th, at Meercoot, fix furfungs. The air had become 
now fo cold, that at this period of the year, and in a latitude be- 
tween thirty-four and thirty-five, the water which was fufpended | 
im a copper veffel from my camel, became folidly frozen during 
the night. 

On the 30th, at Mufhiedah, in a defert, fix furfungs. In tra- 
verfing fo inhofpitable a tract, little matter of information or 
amufement can occur to the traveller, But had he been journey- 
ing over a land ftored with every gift and every beauty of nature, 
a companion like mine would have deftroyed his joy and have con- 
verted his Eden to a-delfert. The nurfe of the crying child was 
the immediate reverfe of an handfome woman; on this fcore fhe 
was not refponfible, and had fhe been moderately clean, I had no 
right to complain, and might even have derived entertainment 
from her talk which flowed with a ftrong current. But trufting 
wholly to this qualification for a paflage through life, fhe feemed 
to defpife every other care. Her hair was a complicated maze of 
filth, which had never I belive been explored by comb, and from 
whofe clofe vicinity I received a fevere vilitation ; nor was her face 
while I knew her, once touched by water. 

On the firft of November, at Tazee, five furfungs, in a bar- 
ren track, The air became now very hot in the day, and cold at 
night. 

On the 2d, at Killaut, a fort on an eminence, hx furfungs, 
This quarter of Afghaniftan has the general afpect of a defert ; 
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and except fome {mall portions-of arable land contiguous to the 
places of habitation no other cultivation is feen. | 

On the 23d at Teer Andazee, fix furfungs. The night air, 
hitherto cold and bleak, became at this place mild, and the 
heat of the day oppreffive. 

On the 4th at Potee, a fmall village, fituate in a populous 
and fertile diftri&t. Potee lyes to the right of the Kandahar 
road, but holding fome dependance on our Afghan lady, the 
two camels that carried the family and me, were difpatched, for - 
her accommodation, to that place, where fhe was received with 
much refpect, Whether the old lady had imagined, that the 
humble predicament in which I ftood, would deter me from any 
attempt to. fully the honor of her family, or that fhe had no- 
ticed in me, a total indifference to all its motions, I know not, 
but the truth was, fhe made as little account of me, as if I 
had been wholly incapacitated from entailing on it any difgrace. 
Nor, did I, fo temperate had my conftition become, from the 
predominance of other purfuits, feel the leaft mortification at 
the treatment. | 

On the sth in an open well cultivated plain, fix furfungs, 

where halting for a few hours, the kafilah proceeded two and 
_ahalf furfungs farther to Kandahar. This city, comprifed within 
an ordinary fortification of about three miles in circumference, 
and of a fquare form, 1s populous and flourifhing. -And lying 
in 
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in the gredt road, which connects India with Perfia and Tar- 
tary, has been long a diftinguifhed mart. 

At Kandahar, are eftablifhed many Hindoo families, chiefly 
of Moultan and the Rajepoot diftricts, who by their induftry and 
mercantile knowledge, have .effentially augmented its trade and 
wealth. ‘The Turcoman: merchants of Bochara and Samarkand, 
alfo frequent this mart, whence they tranfport into their own 
country a confiderable quantity of indigo, with which commo-. 
dity Kandahar. is.annually fupplied from various parts .of upper: 
India.. This city: is more abundantly fupplied with provifions: 
and ata cheaper rate, than any place I have feen on the weft: 
_ fide of the Indus. The grapes and melons of numerous kinds: 
are peculiarly high flavoured, and are comparable with the firft 
fruits of Europe. ‘Fhe extenfive range of fhops occupied by- 
Hindoo traders, with the eafé and contentment expreffed ‘in their 
deportment, affords .a fair teftimony of their. enjoying at Kan- 
dahar, hberty and protection. 

A sow of Timur Shah governs the city with a tract of de 
pendant territory, which produces it is faid, a revenue of eighteen 
lacks of rupees ; and it may be juftty concluded frem the: ap- 
pearance. of all clafles of people, that this collection is made 
without any extraordinary rigour. The environs of Kandahar 
occupy an extenfive plain, covered with fruit gardens and cul- 
tivation, which are interfected with numérous Rreams, of fo 
excellent. a quality as to become. proverbial ;: and the climate is. 
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happily tempered, between the heats of India and the cold of 
Ghizni. 

_ Ir it generally fuppofed in Europe that Kandahar ftands in 
a country of mountains, and we fpeak of the lofty pafies of 
Kandahar, as a point not lefs clearly afcertained than the exiftence 
of the Alps. Permit me to rectify this popular error, which, like 
many of a fimilar texture, has made mountains of mole-hills, and. 
acquaint you that the face of the country furrounding the new 
city of Kandahar, forms an extenfive plain, which as it approaches 
the fite of the old fortrefs, becomes interfperfed with hills; but 
they are of a moderate height; nor, do they form any barrier of 
difficult accefs or deep extent. 

On leaving Kabul, Bagdafir, my Georgian hoft, had given me 
introductory letters to two Turkifh refidents of Kandahar ; the 
one kept a {mall fhop in the bazar, the other, Aga Ahmed, had a 
warehoufe of fome note in the karavanfera. This perfon re- 
ceived me in a courteous manner, and though then in the character 
of a Chriftian, I did not experience any of that haughtinefs of 
manner, with which Mahometans ufually regard thofe of our 
faith. He even directed his countryman the fhopkeeeper, to pro- 
vide the neceffaries for my journey, and to carefully guard againft 
any fraud, 

THe immediate departure of a kafilah, and the faft approach 
of winter, when the road to Perfia is impaffable, determined me 
to proceed to Herat; though I wifhed much for a few days re- 
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fidence at Kandahar. Aga Ahmed made an agreement with the 
kafilah bafhi* for my paflage, and alfo that I fhould be furnifhed 
with an attendant: this benevolent Turk did not formally re- 
commend me to the director’s care, but enjoined him on the for- 
feiture of his favor to fhew me a particular kindnefs, which 
was only to be teftified by producing my written affurance. 
Could I have found a fit affociate to divide the cares of houfe- 
keeping, I would have remained at Kandahar, during the win- 
ter, as I ftill felt the effects of the late ficknefs, and feared a relapfe 
from the fatigue of travelling; but-the predicament in which I 
{tood, wholly precluded any domeftic connection with .the Maho- 
metans ; and that of fome ftray Armenians, whom I found there, 
did not feem eligible. | 

Tue road from Ghizni to Kandahar, according to my grofs 
obfervations, tends to the fouth-weft ; and the country has ge- 
nerally a barren afpect, with a fcanty fupply of wood and water. 
The buildings from a {carcity of timber, are conftructed as in 
the Kabul diftri€ts, of fun-burnt bricks, and: covered with a flat 
arched roof of the like materials. 

On the. 8th of November left Kandahar, and proceeded to 
Koby, three furfungs, a {mall village furrounded by a fertile 
plain. -At the diftance of two or three miles to the northward 


* Bath in the Turkith language fignifies head, and is often applied in Perfia to the 
- head of a fociety or party. . 
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of Kandahar, is feen on the left the remains of the old fostrefs, 
ftanding on the fummit of a rocky hill of a moderate height, but 
abrupt elevation. The road at this place tends over a ftony afcent 
of eafy accefs, fkirted on each fide with {cattered hills and wide in- 
tervals of level land. It is the form of this part of Afghaniftan, 
which has given rife, I apprehend, to the European belief of the 
mountains and pafles of Kandahar. 

On the gth, at Aufkuckana, three furfungs, a {mall village 
on a thinly cultivated plain. Our flow progrefs was occafioned 
by the kafilah bafhi remaining at the city to adjuft fome bufi- 
nefs; he had however wholly neglected mine, for not a perfon 
when my fect was known, would even touch my garment. 

My ill fortune on the fcore of an affociate, which feemed 
to purfue me with an inveterate rigor, had now given me in 
the place of the fcolding nurfe and crying child, a theological 
and very clamorous difputant. This bewildered man, unhap- 
pily for himfelf and for his neighbours, had conned over fome 
of thofe books of ingenious devices and quaint fyllogifms, which 
are held in high note among the modern Mahometans, and have 
fixed among them a falfe diftorted tafte. Even Hafis’s poems, 
fo confpicuoufly replete with wit, and with incitements to mere 
mortal pleafures, are tortured by them into praifes of Mahomet 
and his religion. This fanatical logician was unknown to the 
other paffengers, but he loft no time in difplaying to them his 
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ftore of endowments, and feeing me a favorable fubject he di- 
recled his full force at ‘my head. | 

I nap engaged the fervices of a travelling Arab taylor, and 
was aliticipating the various conveniencies which they promifed, 
when he was driven from the profpect of an eafy livelyhood by the 
threats of the logician, who denounced Mahomet’s vengeance 
againft him if he eat the bread of an infidel. The poor man, 
hungry, and almoft naked, {tarted at the danger, and fearful of in- 
curring fo powerful a wrath, refigned his new office, and went to 
live as it might pleafe god.. Thus had I the dreary profpect of 
being peftered for the term of twenty days by this outrageous Ma- . 
hometan, who fo far from being confcious of any mifchief, be- 
lieved that he was performing an act of extenfive merit. 

On the evening of the roth, the kafilah moved, and arrived 
the next morning at Howrah Muddit Khan,* fix furfungs, the | 
country open, and the foil, a mixture of light fand and earth, 
producing generally that fpecies of weed which has been noted in 
the remarks of the road from Kabul to Kandahar. 

On the 13th, at Khackchamparah, fix furfungs. No marks 
of habitation were feen during the journey of thefe two laft days. 

On the rath, at Greifhk, feven furfungs, a larged walled vil- 
lage, on the fkirts of which runs a {mall ftream of good water ; 


* Howrah fignifies an artificial fountain or refervoir of water ; one of which had 
been conftructed at this place by Muddit Khan, for the accommodation of travellers. 
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halted two days at this place, where a toll is collected on mer- 
chandize and paffengers, and where a ftock of provifions was laid 
in to fupply our confumption, through a tract of defert country 
extending from this ftation to the weftward. My perfecuting 
neighbour, had already deprived me of two fervants, when after 
much intreaty, mixed with a warm eulogium on his extenfive ca- 
pacity, I prevailed on him to moderate his refentment again{t me, 
and ceafe to anathematife thofe, who might in future be induced 
from their neceflity to eat the bread of an infidel. He had by his 
rhetoric, precluded me even from the ufe of a barber; one of 
whom being obferved by him at the clofe of an operation on my 
head, was reprobated for his impurity in virulent language, and 
compelled to cleanfe his razor by an ordeal procefs, the expence of 
which was defrayed by Chriftiane-money. On paying the charge, I 
obferved to our logician, whom I now treated with little ceremony, 
that he fhould alfo caufe the fhaver to purge the money by the like 
trial, that he might not be polluted by the touch; a precaution I 
‘added, that would doubtlefs have been adopted, but for a fear of 
half the amount being loft in the large alloy that debafes all Ma- 
_hometan coins. I was, he faid, an incorrigible Kaufir, whom ilt 
fortune had placed with him on the fame camel, and which he 

feared could never thrive under fuch a weight of fin. 
Tue urgent calls of hunger now gave me a third fervant, who 
was in his way from Moultan, to make the pilgrimage of Muf- 
chid.* 
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chid.* Think how ardent muft have been the zeal which incited 
this pilgrim to fo diftant a journey, and fupported him againft the 
inclemency of winter, and the inhofpitality of a rude people, 
with fearcely a covering to his back, no fhoes to his feet, or an 
atom of money in his purfe. Though I gave him fome warm 
clothing and fubitantial food, he was not able to keep pace with 
our party. 

His fucceflor was a Kafhmirian, who had a countenance as 
demure as that of Gil Blas’s Ambrofe Lamela, and to the extent 
of his ability, as great a rogue. To enhance the value of his fer- 
vices, for which I was obliged to pay largely, he expatiated on the 
fin he was about to commit, eating the falt of an infidel ; but I 
foon found there was no reftriction to his diet. Moft of the Aft- 
atic nations have affixed to falt a certain facred property, but it is 
held in the higheft degree of reverence by the Mahometans, who 
{peak of falt as Europeans do of bread. A fervant is faid to eat 
the falt of his mafter, and when guilty of ingratitude, he is ftig- 
matized with the name of a Nimmock Haram, or a polluter of 
his falt, which is, I believe, the only term applied by Mahometan 
nations to fuch an offender. | 

Here I am induced to notice the ominous qualities vulgarly 
afcribed on fome occafions to falt in our own country ; as wher it 
is accidentally {pilled, fome part is thrown over the left fhoulder, 


# It is at this day the seputed capital of Khorafan, 
that 
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that the fuppofed enfuing evil may be averted; a ceremony I . 
have feen even obferved by thofe who were far removed from 
the lower claffes of life. But early impreffions are not eafily 
effaced, and they often impart to the ideas a lafting colour; ef- 
pecially amongft thofe who are fecluded from the more hack- 
neyed paths of the world. 

On the 17th, at Shah Nadir, a ftation in the defart, feven 
furfungs. This refervoir built by Nadir Shah, is a fquare of about 
twenty feet, over which is erected on pillars a terrace, which ex- 
tending beyond the margin of the water, affords a convenient 
lodging to travellers. | 

On the 18th at Shorab* five furfungs; fome {pots of cul- 
tivation were {cattered around this ftation, but no village in fight. 

On the roth at Lungherah, a place of halt, in a defert coun- 
try, where we found only one weak {pring of water, which was 
quickly confumed. 

On the 20 at Dilaram, fix furfungs, a fort in ruins which 
is fkirted by a rivulet, on whofe margin are feen fome {catter- 
ing trees; a rare fight in this land! but, the adjacent country 
1s barren and uninhabited. 

On the 2ift, at Buckwau, feven furfungs, a ftation in the 
defert. 

On the 22d, at Drauze in the defert, fix furfungs.—This day" 


* Signifying falt or brackifh water, but at this ftation the water was freth. 
the 
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the fun thot forth its rays which great force, and the ground 
which we occupied being a vare fand, reflected an intenfe heat. 
Whilft I was panting under a very flimfy covering, I obferved 
that my neighbour, a Turkoman Seid, who kad no fhelter, was 
{truck by the fun, and lay ftrugghng in a violent agony. 

Tue Mahometans thought him poffeffed with the devil, 
and inftead of affording any proper aid, began an extraordinary 
- converfation with the fuppofed fiend; efpecially my learned af- 
fociate who in a peremptory manner, ordered the devil to de- 
part out of the body of a true believer, and a branch of the 
holy ftock ; but, feeing that the command had no effect, though 
conveyed in Arabic and a vehement tone of voice, I requefted 
to interfere; and lifting the incumbent from the ground, threw 
fome water on his face, and forcibly poured a quantity down his 
throat. The Seid foon felt the natural benefit of this admini-~ ° 
{tration ; but the violence of the fhock created a temporary 
{tupefaction, during which he uttered fo incoherent a language 
that it confirmed the opinion that a demon was fpeaking, and 
not the Tartar. | 

Our Logician addreffed the infernal perfonage in a very {pi- 
rited harangue, feverely reprehending his entrance into the body 
of one of the prophet’s defcendants, and challenging him, that 
the cloven foot might confpicuoufly appear, to repeat the Ma- 
hometan creed. To this teft the fhattered ftate of the Scid’s 
fenfes were not yet equal; nor, was it until he had fmoaked his 
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Pipe, that he diftinct!, “with furrounding applaule, pronounced 
his creed and fhook of © djabolice] conpestivels 

On the 23d, at Ghu.xiow in the defart, five furfungs. This 
evening my perfecuting companion left our party and proceeded 
with fome Hindoo Traders to Fera, an Afghan town of fome note, 
lying about forty or fifty miles to the fouth-weft of Drauze. But, 
my joy at this riddance, like moft joys of fublunary texture, 
was of fhort duration; for the vacant place fell to the lot of 
a much more obnoxious affociate. 

I BEGIN now to be afhamed at having impofed upon you 
fo large a portion of private {tory ; yet, without it, I perceive my 
fubjeét would be as barren as the land I travel over; which ex- 
hibits to the fatigued eye, one vaft fteril plain, without rivers, 
‘wood, or fcarcely a place of human habitation. Though perfonal 
. recitals are ufually fufpectcd of vanity, and even in their beft fenfe 
partake more of the amazing than the inftructive qualities, you 
may perhaps gather from my anecdotes, fome fubfidiary knowledge 
of the human charaéter, an important fubject, and not lefs va- 
rious than the human face. My next affociate was the Arab 
taylor, already mentioned, who fucceeded to the vacant pannier 
by the affiftance of one of his countrymen in our paity, a 
trader of fome note. A converfation held when I was thought 
afleep, fome nights before, between the logician and the taylor; 
in which the latter was ftrenuoufly exhorted to rob me, boded 
no good from the change; and this counfel was {trengthened 
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by a doétrine, very prevalent among “:. lower claffes of Ma- 
hometans, that it is meritorious :and lal dle to attack the pro- 
perty of an infidel. Nor was the advice loft on the taylor, who. 
promifed an active diligence in performing the required {fervice. 
Combining therefore the intereft of the world with that of his 
religion, he commenced a brifk attack on my chattels; but, 
which at that time my vigilance preferved. His fubfequent at- 
tempts however were more fuccefsful, as were feen in the diminu- 
tion of my apparel. .. This freebooting fyftem of the taylor’s kept 
me in conftant alarm, and difplayed every day in ftronger co- 
lours, the ill confequences of my Chriftian garb. 

On the 24th, at Ghiraunee, fix furfungs: A populous walled 
village, fituate near a fmall running water. Halted there the 
next day to make the payment of a toll, and purchafe provifions 
for a three days journey over a defert, which reaches from this 
place to the confines of Khorafan. My. Kafhmirian fervant was 
wholly divefted of religious fervor or a religious cloak. For he 
neither prayed nor wafhed; but, was much addi¢ted to theft ; 
and while the taylor purlomed my cloths, he was occupied in 
ftealing my victuals. Yet this propenfity was, in fome degree,. 
compenfated by his fervices, which found aétive employment in 
bringing water and fuel, baking cakes, and boiling my coffee. 

On the 27th, at Khoos, in the defart, five furfungs. The tay-: 
lor’s payments for conveyance not being regularly made, the feat 
was again put up to fale, when it was purchafed by.an Hin- 

Vor. II. P doftany 
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doftany Mahometan, who had left his wife and family at Juan- 
pour, in the diftrict of Benares, and was thus far advanced on 
a pilgrimage to Mufchid. From the mouth of this devotee, who 
had formerly been a marauding foldier, there iffued an almoft 
meeffant ejaculation of prayer. In truth it may be faid, that he 
overflowed in holy zeal, for he prayed and cryed in a fucceflive 
rotation ; what an extraordinary character would this be thought 
in a country where its inhabitants, though fhunning no peril 
or fatigue in the purfuit of wealth and pleafure, will {carcely 
crofs a {treet to look into a Church. The various precepts of 
education and religion, eftablifhed in the world, but, efpecially, 
the different orders of government, produce fo ftrong a diflimi- - 
larity in the manners of men, that in inveftigating thole of the 
moft oppofite tendency, they would feem to arife from beings of 
a diftinct {pecies. 

On the 28th, at Gimmuch, feven furfungs, a ftation in the 
defert. . 

On the 2gth, at Ouckal, a large walled village, ftanding 
within the limit of the province of Khorafan, and inhabited wholly 
by Perfians. It is proper here to obferve, that the natives of Per- 
fia proper, particularly the foldiery, are often termed at home, as 
in foreign countries, Kuzzel Bach; a Turkifh compound, fignify- 
ing, IT am informed, red head, and originating from the Perftan 
cap, being covered at the top with red cloth. 

On the 3th, a halt. 
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On the 3rft, at Sheerbuchth, a defert ftation, fix furfungs. 

On the 1{t of November, at Zearut Ghah, feven furfungs. A 
{mall village, on the tkirts of which are feen the remains of fome 
tombs or religious edifices. 

On the 2nd, at the city of Herat, three furfungs. The road 
from Kandahar to Gimmuch leads to the weft or weft by north; | 
from thence to Herat, it has I apprehend, nearly a northern courfe, 
yet I cannot account for the fudden deviation of the track. The 
country is generally open, and interfperfed with barren rocky hills 
of a moderate height. The foil is light and fandy, producing na- 
turally little elfe than the aromatic weed before noted. 

THE city of Herat ftands on a fpacious plain, which is inter- 
fected with many fprings of running water, fome of which are 
fupplied with bridges ; and the numerous villages furrounded with 
plantations, muft afford a pleafant view to the traveller, whofe 
eye has been wearied with the deferts of Afghaniftan. 

Tue direCtor of the kafilah carried us to the karavanferah, 
where paffengers only are lodged; the other places of this defcrip- 
tion, being all occupied by refident traders. In this {quare of the 
karavanfera, I perceived an Armenian, whom I informed with little 
ceremony, leaft he fhould hear a lefs favourable ftory, that I 
was an European, returning from India into my own country: 
but, for greater perfonal fecurity, I had affumed the name of 
an Armenian. And to quiet any fufpicion of the truth of iy re- 
lation, I produced a letter, which the Georgian, Bagdafir, had writ- 
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_ten in my favour to an Armenian, who lived in a village about 
forty miles from Herat. My addrefs was clofed by obferving, that 
though not in want of money, I ftood in great need of his friendly 
offices, as he muft be well aware of the various difficulties affetting 
thofe of our fect, efpecially when alone, among fo bigotted a peo- 
ple as thofe of Khorafan. The Armenian heard the little oration, 
which all my powers of fpeech had pointed ‘at him, with a refolute 
coolnefs, and perceiving, I fuppofe, that my acquaintance would 
yield no profit, he turned from me and went away, without even 
exprefling the common terms of civility. The frequent occafions 
which have occurred to me of noticing the Armenian character, 
faon cooled my refentment, and enabled me to reconcile the wari- 
nefs and apathy of this man, with the common principles which 
govern his fect. 

Tue prefent race of Armenians, like the Jews, are with little 
exception occupied in commerce, chiefly in its fmalleft branches, 
and having long loft with their country the fpirit of patriotifm, 
divefted alfo of any valuable attainments of knowledge, they ex- 
hibit but a faint difcrimination of character ; being generally in- 
duftrious, fervile and difhoneft ; they are fcattered over various 
parts of Turkey, Perfia, and India, where except in the Englifh 
colonies, they live an a precarious fufferance, being often on tri- 
vial pretences, infulted, oppreffed and plundered. To palliate 
the evils inherent to their fituation, and create a fubftitute for © 
powers, honors, and national importance, they purfue the dif- 
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ferent roads of traffick with unremitting ardor, and invariably 
meafure their pleafures by the mere extent of their wealth. Little 

fufceptible of friendfhip, they are rarely induced to afford even 
among themfelves mutual affiftance, or difpofed to promote the 
enjoyment of fociety: the Armemians at this day are divided into 
two general clafles; the one the moft numerous, eftablifhed in 
the Turkifh dominions; the other in Perfia. 

Tue city of Jolfa, contiguous to Ifpahan, was exprefily 
founded for the accommodation of the Armenians, by Shah 
Abbas, who aware of the benefits that would accrue to his 
kingdom, from a commercial and temperate people, gave them 
an ample protection, and many indulgencies. He permitted them 
it is faid to accompany their adventures to foreign countries, 
and advanced a capital to thofe not already opulent, but he al- 
ways kept their families at Jolfa in pledge of good conduét. 
The Indian Armenians are of the Jolfa colony, and from an 
actual refidence in that city, or fprung from families originally 
fettled there, are all converfant in the Perfian language. The 
vicinity of the Perfian gulf, which has long maintained an im- 
portant trade with India, naturally allured the Armenians to a 
region, which at once held out to them the hape of {peedy opu- 
lence, and the advantages of a temperate government. Nor did 
they ever think of returning into Perfia; but having amaticd a 
fufficient wealth, purchafed. the releafe of their families on the 
payment of large fums. 
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From.the defcription given of the Armenian character, which 
I am not confcious of having in the leaft overcharged, you will 
not be furprized at the mode in which I was received by my bro- 
ther Chriftian at Herat. But I now determined to flide into the 
Mahometan community, on the firft fair occafion ; feeing that with- 
out adding one benefit, I was like to become a martyr to our 
faith. In all parts of the city which I frequented, I was known 
only as a Mahometan, except in the karavanfera, where I experienced 
unceafing infult and derifion; for the Perfians affect a grater 
{cruple in communicating with thofe of a different religion, than 
any other fect of Mahometans. I was not even permitted to 
draw water out of a common well, but ordered to place my 
veffel on the ground, which was filled, by a peifon hired for 
the purpofe, from a height and not touched. When I have 
been waiting for this fupply, the town boys who in their round 
of diverfion, would occafionally take our karavanfera in their 
way, learning that I was an impure perfon, ufed to’ form a cir- 
cle round me, and defired to have the unclean part fhewn to 
them, and feemed much difappointed, on being told that I was 
unclean all over. My journey hitherto, if not productive of 
other advantage, has corrected my former belief of Mahometan 
politenefs and fuavity of manners, and alfo I truft, qualified that 
infolence of carriage, which I have too frequently evinced to the 
inhabitants of our eaftern territories. 

Courtp one of our Indian grandees in the fullnefs of his 
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power, feated in a palankeen, perhaps on an elephant, furrounded — 
with thofe bands of ftickmen and pikemen, who difperfe every 
man and beaft that dares to crofs his way: Could this perfon- 
age be tranfported on the fudden to Herat, how f{peedily would 
he be divefted of his plumes, and reduced to his fimple value. 
Whenever I quitted the purlieus of my lodging, I became a 
grave hypocrital Muflulman, with the enjoyment of all his pri- 
_ vileges; and the city containing a various defcription of people, 
there was little apprehenfion of a difcovery. I daily frequented 
the eating-houfes, where all the talk of the day is circulated, 
and chiefly fabricated, in conjunction with the barber’s fhop, 
which in Herat, has a neat appearance. In the centre of it 
ftands a {mall {tone pillar, on the top of which is placed a cup 
of water, in readinefs for operation, and the fides of the fhop 
are decorated with looking glaffes, razors, and beard combs. 
Home having no pleafures for me, I was glad to feek them abroad; 
nor did I fail in procuring equal amufement and information. 
Neither Afghaniftan or the northern provinces of Perfia, permit 
the refidence of courtezans, or any women that dance or fing 
for the public entertainment. The northern Perfians affect to 
exprefs an abhorrence of the Indian Mahometans, whom they 
reprobate for a general depravity of manners, and a neglect of 
religious duties, yet this temperate and demure people are much 
defamed, if under their myfterious carriage of body, they do not 
practice in their different vocations, every fpecies of deceit and 
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knavery. In India, it is a well known fact, that the Moguls, 
a denomination given there to all foreign Mahometans, throw 
off their northern cloke, and becoming notorious debauchiees, 
Taugh to fcorn the precepts of their do€tors. 

Herat is a fmaller city than Kandahar, but maintains a 
re{pectable trade ; and the market-place occupying a long ftreet, 
covered with an arched roof, is filled with fhops of various 
wares. Bread, rice, and flefh meats, with numerous fruits and ve- 
getables, are equally cheap and abundant; and the grand market, 
held once a week, is fo crouded with the produce of the neigh- 
bouring villages, that a paflage through it is difficult and fati- 
guing. Coarfe woollens of a {trong texture are manufactured in 
the adjacent diftricts, a great part of which made into garments, 
are exported into various parts of northern Perfia; furtouts of | 
fheepfkin with the wool in the infide, are feen hanging at al- 
moft every fhop, and are ufed by all claffes of people in the 
winter feafon. A fmall quantity of European commodities is 
brought to this city from the gulf of Perfia, confifting of French 
broad cloths, cutlery, fmall looking glaffes, and prints; but their 
low prices fhew that the demand is very limited. The police of 
Herat is judicioufly regulated, and the adminiftration of juftice vi- 
gorous. Two men, apparently above the ordinary clais, having 
been convicted of theft, were fufpended by the heels from a dome, | 
which ftands in the centre of the market, where they remained 
near an hour, to the terror of a gazing populace ; having wit- 

nefled 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. : 12 


nefled a part of this exhibition, I returned to my lodging with 
the interefted belief that my property, which was all in fpecie, 
concealed about my perfon, had derived from it an additional 
fecurity.. 

On exchanging fome gold at this place, I found the rate 
more favourable than at Kandahar or Kabul; yet ftill one in 
fixteen lefs than the Indian value. Though I was unremittingly 
cautious in concealing my money, knowing that a difcovery 
would bring an hoft of enemies on my head, one of my tra- 
velling acquaintances, fuddenly opened the door of my apart- 
ment at Herat, a very unufual practice among Afiatics, and 
found me examining the ftate of my finances. At the fight of 
the gold fpread on the floor, he was ftruck with furprize, and 
exprefled.an eager curiofity to know the occupation, that had 
procured me fo much wealth. But either my fpeedy departure 
from Herat, or a more than ordinary honefty in the Perfian, 
prevented the ill confequence which '1 had apprehended from the 
imprompt vifit, 

KuHorASAN,* the moft eaftern the largeft, as well as the moft 
important province of Perfia, participated the various and fevere 
revolutions which affected the ftate of the kingdom, from the 
diffolution of the Grecian dynafty, until the end of the ninth 
century, when it was involved in the Tartar dominion of the 


; ‘ 
* Khor in the ancient Perfic, it is faid, fignifes the la.—Sir William Jones. 
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Sammani race ; and in the beginning of the fixteenth century, 
after having experienced a fucceffion of Tartar and Arabian ru- 
lers, it was annexed to Perfia by Ifmael, firnamed Sofi, from 


. whom the appellation of Sofi has been given in Europe to the 
Perfian kings. 


Herat had continued the principal city of Khorafan, until 
the fucceffion of Ifmael, who beftowed the pre-eminence on 
Mulchid, from its containing the tomb of Moozau Reza, his 
fuppofed anceftor, and. one of the twelve grand Imaums or priefts 
of the Perfians. Since Mufchid became the capital of Khora- 
fan, it has been enriched by large donations of the Mahometans 
of the fect of Ali, generally known by the name of Schiahs, 
Even Nadir Shah, the leaft difpofed of the Perfian kings to ec- 
clefiaftical endowments, ornamented a mofque, which had been 
built over the tomb of Moozau Reza, with a mafly cabinet of 
filver and a fpacious lamp of the fame metal. 

Tue religion of the koran had exifted throughout the vaft 
Mahometan empire, for the fpace of nine hundred years with- 


out any effential change, when it experienced a fevere blow from 


. the intrepidity of Ifmael and rapid fuccefs of his arms. In the 


courfe of the firft periods of Mahometanifin, four Arabian doc- 
tors, Malek, Ambel, Hanneifa and Shaffee, made commentaries 
on the original text, which were adopted by fects, now feverally 


- diftinguifhed by the names of commentators. But thefe explana- 


tions do not appear to have militated with much force again 
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the firft fyftem, or created any violent feuds among the different 
fectaries. 

As the grand innovation of the Mahometan religion was ef- 
fected in Perfia, and chiefly exifts in that region, I am induced 
to make a brief chronological review of fome of its more im- 
portant epochs, previoufly to this event. It is feen that the 
Tartar Arfaces, having expelled the princes who fucceeded to the 
conqueft of Alexander, eftablifhed a dynafty, which flourifhed 
for the fpace of four hundred and fifty years, and which in the © 
two hundred and twenty fixth year of the Chriftian. era was 
extinguifhed, in the perfon of Artabanes, by Ardefhere,* the 
Artaxerxes of the Greeks, {aid to to have been defcended from 
the ancient race of Perfian kings. | 

SHouLpD it be found, which I am induced to believe, that 
the Perfians and the Parthians are a diftinét people, it is not 
improbable that the nations which ancient hiftory denominates 
Parthians, were compofed of the Tartars of the Arfacian dy- 
nafty, which held a long poffeffion of Perfia, and maintained 
fuch fierce conflicts with the Roman empire. The dexterity of 
_ the archers, which conftituted the ftrength of the Parthian ca- 
valry, and an excurfive rapid manner of fighting, which was 
reprefented as moft formidable when they appeared to fly from 


* The fucceffors of this prince were denominated Saffanides, from Saffan the fa- 
sher of Ardethere. 
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battle, correfponds clofely with the military practice of the mo- 
dern Tartars; in contradiftim¢tion to the other nations of nor- 
thern Afia. ‘ | | 

Tue Arabians carried their: conquefts and their religion into 
Perfia, in fix hundred and fifty one of our era, from which ~ 
time it remained fubjeét to thé khaliphat, until the middle of 
the eleventh century, when it was overrun and fubdued by 
Jogrul Beg, a Turkoman prince of the Seljukian* race. The 
fuccefflors of Jogrul, continued’ to govern certain quarters of 
Perfia in the year 1187, when the laft prince of that race was 
conquered by Amalek Dinar, who in his turn fell under the 
power of Jakafh, the Turcoman prince of Kharafm. But in 
1218 of our zra, the Kharafmian empire, the Arabian khalifat 
with the grandeft portion of the eaftern world were {wallowed 
up in the power of Jenjis Khan, whofe pofterity held poffef- 
fion of Perfia, for the fpace of one hundred and feventy-four 
years, though ultimately rent into fmall principalities by a feries 
of inteftine wars. It became after that period, an appendage to 
the dominion of Timur, and appears to have acknowledged in 
feparate governments, a general dependance on certain branches 
of his family, until the year 1499, when If{mael Sofi, taking up 


2 So named from Seljuk his grandfire, who occupied a private ftation in the vici- 
nity of Samarkand, where he held large landed poffeffions. 
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arms againft the Tartar princes, rofe by a quick fucceffion of. 
victory, and affumed the undivided throne of Perfia. 

Ir is feen in Knolles’s very eftimable hiftory of the Turks, 
that If{mael was the fon of Hyder, furnamed from the place of 
his birth, or the refidence of his youth, Ardebil, and that he 
was honourably defcended. Retiring from the occupations of 
the world, Hyder fixed his abode in the city of Tauris, where 
he pafled an auftere contemplative life, and was held by the 
inhabitants of that quarter in great veneration. The fame of 
his charaéter, foon procured him the name of a prophet, 
and caufed multitudes of people to refort to him from all parts 
of Perfia and Armenia. ‘The more to feduce the multitude, ever 
delighted with novelty, he began to inveigh againft the doctrine 
of the Mahometans, which enjoins a facred remembrance of 
the three* firft fueceflors of their prophet, and to revive the 
Opinions of a certain preceding dervifh named Guini, who was 
known alfo by the defignation of Sofi. He afferted as if in- 
f{pired from above, that none fhould enter the kingdom of hea- 
ven, but thofe of the fect of Ali, who was the genuine heir 
and affociate of Mahomet; and ordained, that the memory of 
Abubucker, Omar, and Ofman fhould: be held accurfed. The 
king of Perfia, whom Knolles calls Aflymbeius Uian Caffanes,+ . 

ta 


* Abubucker, Omar, and Ofman. 
t It is ferioufly regretted that the Greek and Roman writers, as alfo many of the 
moderns). 
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to ftrengthen his government and acquire popularity, invited 
Hyder to court, §nd gave him his daughter in marriage, from 
which fprung If{mael. Being now brought forward on a more 
confpicuous theatre; Hyder grew into the general eftimation of 
the people, which alarming the fears of Jacoob the fon of Huf- 
fan, who had fucceeded to the kingdom, he fecretly put him to 
death. 

IsMAEL flying from the power of Jacoob, took refuge with 
the chief of a fmall territory, on the fouthern borders of the 
Cafpian fea, named Pyrchales.* Some of the friends of Hy- 
der: retired at the fame time into leffer Armenia, then fubject 
to the Turks, where they promulgated their doctrine with 
“fuccefs. Their difciples were diftinguifhed by a red band tyed 
over the turban, whence it 1s faid they firft obtained the ap- 
pellation of Kuffel Bafh, which in the Turkifh language, as 
has. been already noticed, fignifies red head. Ifmael during 


moderns, have not delivered to us the literal names of men and places, which occur in 
their hiftory of foreign nations. ‘This want of accuracy, or rather the impulfe of an 
abfurd vanity, has involved the European hiftories of Afia, in a maze of obfcurity ; 
thofe efpecially which reprefented the feries of warfare maintained againft Perfia by the 
ftates of Greece, and ultimately the conqueft of that empire by Alexander of Macedon. 
The name given by Knolles to the Perfian king, taken from fome latin records, is evi- 
dently a mifaomer, as no fuch denomination is now in ufe among the Mahometans, and 
we know that no change has affected their names, fince the firft eftablifhment of the 
khaliphat. His regal title, being a Tartar, might ha.e been Azim Beg, fignifying a 
great lord or prince, and his domeftic appellation, Huffan Caffim. 
* So expreffed by Knolles. 
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his retirement advanted, with zeal, the tenets of his father, and 
being by nature confpicuoufly eloquent, of a g@ penetrating ge- 
nius and auftere life, of a comely perfon and invincible courage, 
was by the vulgar, counted more than human. The nobles of 
the neighbouring country, allured by the endowments of I{mael, 
and the fpecious novelty of his doctrine, reforted to his place 
of abode, with offers of fupport; and, though feeming to fhun 
them, he was invefted with authority, honors and wealth. In 
token of his rare qualifications and a belief in his power of 
prophecy, If{mael received the title of Sofi, ** which, faith Knolles’” 
fignifyeth among thefe people, a wife man, or the interpreter of 
the Gods.”* | : | F 
Tue death of Jacoob, which muft have happened at an early 
period of his reign, and the tumults that enfued in Perfia, then 
ufurped by one Elvan Beg, who was alfo engaged in a warfare 
with his brother, named Morad, encouraged I{mael to urge his 
fortune on fo promifing a field. Obtaining fome ‘military aid 
from Pyrchales, his firft protector, he penetrated into Armenia, 
where he recovered the patrimony of his family, and was cur- 
dially received by thofe who had favored his father. Purfuing 
his fuccefs he penetrated into Shirvan, he took and facked Shah 
Machee, the capital of the province, by the plunder of which 


® This word I apprehend is purely of Greek origin; the Mahometans had at this 
period, been long converfant in Greek letters. 
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he largely increafed the numbers and hopes of his army. 
Elvan Beg had now expelled Morad, and was bufied in pu- 
nifhing fome of the principal citizens of Tauris, the capital 
of the kingdom, for having taken up arms in favor of his 
brother, when I{mael fuddenly approaching the city, took it 
without oppofition. Elvan deprived of other fupport, formed 
a alliance with his brother, but in his progrefs to form a junc- 
tion with the army of Morad, he was vigoroufly attacked by 
I{mael, and flain in battle ; the conqueror marched without de- 
lay againft Morad, who was emcamped at Babylon, and com-. 
pelled him to fly into the Arabian defert:* he rofe without a 
competitor to the throne of Perfia.+ 

Ismaex is perhaps the firft prince, who at once conquered 
a fpacious kingdom and the religious prejudices of its people. 
Nor does it appear that any of thofe violent commotions were ex- 
cited, which ufually mark the progrefs of ecclefiaftical reformation. 
The fyftem of Hyder and If{mael, was founded on the pofition 
that Mahomet had given his daughter Fatima to Ali, as a mark 
of the greateft affection, and bequeathed to him the fucceffion | 
of the khaliphat. But, that in defiance of this facred teftament, 
Abubucker, one of the affoctated friends of Mahomet, fetting 
afide the claims of Ali, had affumed the powers of government, 


* Where he was cut off by domeftic treaehery. 
+ If{mael’s acceffion happened about the year 1508. 
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which at his death, were alfo forcibly held in a confequent ad- 
miniftration by Omar and Ofman. But, that the injuries of 
Ali, having ultimately roufed the divine interpofition, he became 
the ruler of the Muffulmans.* This doctrine being unani- 
moufly received, Ifmael ordained, that as the three firft kha- 
liphs were ufurpers and facrilegious violators of the laft mandate 
of their prophet, their memory fhould, at the five ftated times 
of prayer, be reprobated with every expreffion of contumely, 
and the fevereft vengeance of God denounced againft them. 
He alfo inferted at the conclufion of the Mahometan creed, 
that Ali is the friend or the beloved of God, and direéted that 
he and his pofterity fhould be diftinguifhed by appellation of 
imaums, or holy men. In contradiftinction to the Soonis, who 
in their ‘prayers crofs the hands on the lower part of the breaft, 
the Schiahs drop their arms in ftraight lines ; and as the Soonis at 


* In commemoration of the four firft fucceffors of Mahomet, who were alfo his 
confidential affociates, and by their enthufiaftic courage, had been his grand inftri- 
ments in aggrandizing the khaliphat, the general body of Mahometans, except the 
Perfians, are often termed Char Yarce, or. thofe of the four friends. They are likewife 
called Soonis, an Arabic word, fignifying the followers of the right path. 

+ The real number confifts of eleven perfons, to which a twelfth, fuppofed yet to 
come, has been added; their names are Ali, Huffin and Hufleyn, his fons, Zyne-ul- 
Abedein, Mahomet Baukur, Jaffer Sadue, Moufa Kazim, Ali Moufa Befa, Mahomet 
Tuckee, Ali Nughee, Huffin Anfcany and Mahomet Mhedy. The titles beftowed 
ufually on Ali are, Ameer-ul-Momenein, Mortiz Ali and Hyder. This laft denomi- 
nations fignifying a Jion, is particularly given to Ali, when his military exploits are re- 
hearfed. But when the profoundeft refpe& is expreffed for his MCMIOEYs he is entitled 
Ameer-ul-Momenein, or lord of the faithful. © 
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certain periods of the prayer, prefs their forehead on the ground 
or .a carpet, the fectaries of Ali lay on the fpot which the head 
reaches, a {mall tile of white clay, imprefled with characters facred 
to the memory of Ali. 

Some clafles of the Schiahs believe. that Al: was air incarnar 
tion of the deity, who perceiving they fay, the miffion which had 
been delegated on Mahomet to be incomplete, aflumed the perfon 
of. this khaliph, for. the purpofe of fixing the Moflem faith and 
power on a-firmer bafis. . The Schtahs have imbibed {trong rede 
gious prejudices, are more inflamed with the zeal of devotion, and 
confequently lefs tolerant to the other fects than the Seonis. . In 
Perfia, they do not permit a Sooni to eat at their board, and in 
common language, without provocation or heat of temper, they 
call him an infidel. But in what light, dear Sir, will you view 2 
numerous and a civilized people, who have produced writings that 
would exalt the name of the moft polifhed nations, yet in folemn _ 
‘deliberate expreffion, imprecate God’s wrath five times a day, on 
the fouls and afhes of three men who never did them an injury, 
and who in tReir day, advanced the empire of Mahomet to a high 
pitch of glory and power. Not appeafed with uttering the keeneft 
reproaches againft the memory of thefe khaliphs, they pour a tor- 
rent of abufe on every branch of their families, male and female, 
lower even than the feventh generation. I have feen their imagina- 
tion tortured with inventing terms of reproach on thefe men and 
their pofterity, and commit verbally every act of lewdnefs with 

their 
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their wives, daughters, .arid the progeny down to the prefent day, 
The. Soonis; though await of this unvaried cerémony of execrating 
the memory of men; ‘whoni they have been long. taught to hold in 
reverence, and that they thenvfelves ate ftigmatized as infidels, do 
not even, when fully enipoweted, vn ied referit this — 
ne fpirit of the Perflans.. : 
+ In the divifion’ of Khorafan, fubject to the: sikant sii 
the Perfians enjoy: a fair portion’ of civil and - religious- liberty, 
and. are’ rarely ‘treated: with infults.... °°.) 0 i 00 ee 
-) Wn? notiting the more‘ liberal opinions of the Sodifiis, in the 
practice. of: their religion, I am ‘brought te the recollection of 
an occurrence, which places this fact ina confpicuous point’ of 
Wiew,. - 2 ditt toccee 
“ An: Arinantiaiy. me¥ehant from - ‘Mpahan, accompanying an ad- 
fates of -fome Wilud; came to ‘the-karavanfera in -Kabul; 
where I lotiged;- and ‘though five of his countrymen were on 
the {pot,‘the other’ refidtnts being Jews, Mahometans and: Hin- 
doos, not one of them advanced to.givd hit: welcome of an offer 
of affiftante, and té augment his embartaffnent, all ‘the apart- 
ittefits of: the ferauce were océupied. - In. this predicdment food 
thé Armenian, and ‘he maft..have taint in thé-<fteeet, Ral not ‘a 
Turk invited this forlorn Chriftian into his own apartment 5 
‘and he fed him alfo at his’ ‘own board. One of ‘the Armenian 
tribe, after forme days, taking fhame, : perhaps from : the. “Maho- 
metan éxample,’ or éxpecting’ fome ‘advantage’ fiom ‘the’ cargve 
ed R 2 of 
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of his countryman, tendered him a part of. tis. habitation, 
which the ftranger at firft refufed ; nor did he accept the invi-~ 
tation, until ferioufly admonifhed of the crime of — fa 
clofe a conneétion with an infidel, 

Ir is now time to revert to my own ftory, a inform 
you, that it had been my firft intention to have proceeded from 
Herat to Refhd, the principal town of the Ghilan province, 
which hes a few miles inland from Inzellee, a Ruffian factory 
on the border of the Cafpian fea. .: It is a computed journey of 
feventy days, of about twenty. miles cach, : from this. cjty to 
Refhd,* but the road which leads through the lefler Irak,+ has 
a deviating courfe from the direCt line. 

Be1nG informed by the Armenians of Herat, that Ruffian 
veflels navigate along the coaft of Mazandgran, to: which a 
ftraight track lay from hence, though nat much frequented 
from being fubject to the. depredation of the Turcoman ‘Tartars, 
I was refolved to purfue this route, at once direct and — 
unknown to European travellers. 

A KAFILAH being about to proceed to Torfhifh, a town 
Jying in the direction of Mazanderan, I made an agreement 
with the director for a conveyance; but with a confidential 


* From Herat to the town of Jubbus, a route of fifteen days, thence to Yerd 
twentv-five, to Cafhan ten, and a fifteen days journey to Refhd, 

_  Thereare two provinces of Irak, the leffer and greater; the latter, termed 
_ Yrak Azeem, of which pean is the capital, chiefly aes on Turkith and Arabian 
@MilSe 
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ftipulation, that I was to be received in a Mahometan cha- 
racter; and the better to guard againft a difcovery of my per- 
fon, J took the name of an Arab, a people little known in this 
part of Perfia, and the knowledge of whofe language | is confined 
only to fome of the more learned priefts, 

Some days’ before my departure from Herat, an Afghan Seid 
came into my apartmient, and perceiving in the courfe of conver- 
fation that J was a Chriftan, he exclaimed with fenfible emotions 
of joy, that he had now obtained a favorable opportunity of re- 
venging the grievous injuries faftained by many of his holy ancef- 
tors at the hands of infidels, and that unlefs I paid a fine of five 
hundred rupees,* I muft repeat the creed of Mahomet and be 
circumcifed.’ Pretending an ignorance of the purpofe of this de- 
mand, I carried the feid, with a mifchievous intention I confefs, 
to the next quarter, where the Armenian corps, four in number, 
were then affembled, and requefted the principal of them, wha 
fpoke the Perfian language with fluency, to explain the fubftance 
of the feid’s demand ; and this was precifely the point to which F 
wanted to reduce the queftion. When the hungry Afghan per. 
ceived, that inftead of one Chriftian he had found five, his exul- 
tation had no bounds. He {wore by his beard, that we fhould all 
~ incer the fine or circumcifion, Oh! what a — fight, cried 


* Such pecuniary affeffment is termed Jayzeah, an1 is occafionally levied in Ma- 
hometan sounes on thofe who do not profes the faith of Mahomet. 
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he, Wilf Be difplayed to our prophet, when thefe hardened infidels, 
renouncing’ their ‘herefy and impunities, fhall become a portion of 
the faithfal: what a triumph to our holy religion! The.expe- 
dient which I had adepted, though not a fair, was for.me a for: 
tunate one; as the controverfy, which became ferious, was now 
more equal. The feid called loudly on the Mahametans in the 
fiame of the prophet, to affift in compelling the enemies of his 
religion either to embrace it, or by adminiftrating to the wants of 
his defcendants, contribute to its fupport ; the Perfian refidents of 
the karavanfera endeavoured to affuage the Afghan’s intemperance ; 
But they quickly withdrew all-interpofition, on being told that 
the toleration of: their do€trine was a gfeater indujgenee, than. 
the “maintenance of ‘their -execrable tenets déferved. The faid 
experienéing however more obftinate refiftance from the Chrit 
tians thar he had expeéted, it was evidently feen, that however ar: 
Gent might have been his’ zeal-for the advancement ‘of religion; he 
was not the lefs mindful of his temporal welfare; and permitting 
himfelf, after difplaying great powers ‘in this holy ‘war, : to be 
foothed by -the fuppliant -infidels, he withdrew- his threats for 4 
trifling fum of money; far difproportioned ‘to the firft: demand. 
And here I‘muft obferve, that when ¥ faw the refolute-and judis 
_ cious manner in which the principal Armenian-eondudted-his ‘hare 
of the conflict, I felt a compunétion ” alias | involved him in 
fo ferious an embarraffment. 
AT Herat I found, in ‘two ‘karavanferas, about one hundred 
Hindoo 
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Hindoo merchants,. chiefly natives of Mouitan, who by the main- 
tenance of a brifk commerce, and extending a long chain of 
credit, have become valuable fubjects to the government ; but dif- 
couraged by the infolent and often oppreffive treatment of the Per- 
fians, they are rarely induced to bring their women into this 
country. When the Hindoos crofs the Attock, they ufually put 
on the drefs of a northern Afiatic ; being feldom feen without a 
long cloth coat and a high cap. Some Jewifh traders refide alfo at 
Herat, where they are accufed of practifing all that fyftem of chi- 
cane, to which their tribe is fo notorioufly addicted in the weftern 
world. Being habituated to the manners of upper Afia, and con- 
verfarit in moft of its languages, the Jews and Armenians mix 
with little perfonal inconveniency in Mahometan focieties. 

. Tre leading cuftoms of the various nations of Afia are fi< 
milar, or but weakly diverfified. When they fit, the legs are 
érofled>or bent under them; they perform topical ablutions bee 
fére and after meals, at which no knife or fpoon is ufed, une 
_ lefs the diet be wholly liquid; they invariably adopt the like 
modes of performing natural evacuations. And all the hair of 
the body is fhaved, except that of the beard; yet this laft ufage 
is more peculiar to upper Afia, where likewife all degrees of 
people cover the head; affixing the idea of mdecency to its 
being bare; and they never enter an apartment covered with a 
‘carpet, without pulling off their thoes. | 

On taking leave of the Armenians, I could not help oblerv= | 

ing, 
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ing, perhaps unfeafonably, that inftead of contributing to my 
affiftance, in-a land where our fect already experienced many 
grievances, they had confiderably increafed them, by withholding 
even the inferior. offices of humanity; but that I cordially for- 
gave a treatment which was to be afcribed to the excefs of 
caution conftitutionally inherent to their tribe. The principal 
Armenian earneftly urged me to open myfelf to him, and dif- 
clofe the myftery which appeared in my character. It was’ not 
in reafon, he faid, to believe that motives of curiofity, as I al- 
ledged, could have induced me to incur fo much fatigue, danger, 
and expenfe, which were only to be compenfated by the. prof- 
pect of. gain, or a pilgrimage to Jerufalem. But the Arme- 
nians, faid he, are now the only vifitors of the facred tomb, 
and indeed the only pure Chriftians now exifting. He .was of 
opinion, in fhort, that my ftory was a counterfeit, and con- 
cluded by afferting that I was a jewel-merchant, or a fpy. I} 
endeavoured to explain, that among the natives of Europe, it 
was a common ufage to vifit foreign countries; where. an ob- 
fervance of the manners and arts of various people, improved 
the underftanding, and produced a moie extenfive. knowledge 
of mankind; and that a frequent intercourfe with nations of 
different cuftoms and religious opinions, taught them to fhake 
off domeftic prejudice, and to behold all men with the eye of 
common affection. To this language, which he had probably 
never before heard, he liftened with an air of vacant wonder ; 

but, 
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but, as the doétrine did not fquare with his fentiments of the 
world, he ultimately treated it with contempt. Wifhing me 
however a better journey, he faid, than my plan promifed. 

On the evening of the 22d of November, I left Herat, and 
halted that night at Alum Guffour Chufhmah,* three quarters 
of a furfung. Here let me again crave your indulgence for 
the copious felf narration already impofed on you, and for that 
which I fear is yet to come. But what can I do? northern 
Perfia is at this day, equally void of events as of letters, and 
has but few monuments of grandeur. You muft therefore ex- 
tend a large portion of patience over thefe communications, and 
by permitting me to fpeak of myfelf, the favorite amufement of 
all travellers, you will make me a fufficient recompenfe for all the 
little chagrins, which I incurred, and fome folitary hours which 
I pafied in the courfe of my journey. 

Tue kafilah diretor, Aga Ali, and his family which con- 
fitted of his mother, wife and a fervant, having confented that 
I fliould be received among them, in the character of an Arab, 
going on a pilgrimage to Mufchid, I joined the party at an 
appointed place, whither every perfon. reforted, except the fe- 
males of our family; on whofe heads, and indeed all parts of 
them, many an indecent reproach was thrown. There was no 


mortal ill, which thefe women did not deferve to feel; but, 


* Chufhmah in the Perfic, fignifies a n.tural fountain. 
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when women were concerned in any undertaking, what good 
could refult, exclaimed all the enraged Mahometans.-. Night 
approaching, the kafilah moved and left Ali to efcort the ladies, 
in which fervice I was alfo retained. On their arrival he be- 
gan to utter fome angry language; but it foon became mani- 
feft that we were members of a female government, which was 
conduéted by the mother of Ali. She feemed in her manners, 
not unlike the Afghan lady, whom I heretofore endeavoured to 
celebrate, but had lefs fiercenefs and decifion; the deficiency I 
prefume, arofe from the confhtutional difference between the 
tempers of an Afghan and a Perfian; for my new dame evin- 
ced-the fame thirft after fupreme fway, but exercifed it with 
more mildnefs. Ali remaining at the town gate to make fome 
toll payments, difpatched the ladies and me under charge of fome 
of his affociates, who perceiving our progrefs to be very flow 
and the night far advanced, left us with little ceremony. When 
Ali arrived, he expreffed much refentment at the fcandalous de- 
fertion of his friends, and many thanks for my attention; though 
I could hear him murmur at the indecency of Mahemetan wo- 
men being entrufted to the charge of an infidel. But-Ali’s ho- 
nor might have remained fafe, in the moft intemperate quarter 
of the world: and for my part, I was fo grievoufly loaded by 
a heavy mufquet, which he had given me to carry, that had his 
fpoufe been a Venus, I would not have looked at her. No ap- 
prehenfion now exifted of a fcolding nurfe, a crying child, or a 
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fanatic difputamt’; or indeed of any thing which could actually 
offend.; for my. ‘prefent aflotiate was a bag of rice, from whofe 
good neighbourhood, I anticipated much fatisfaction. 

On the evening of the 24th, moved from the Chufhmah, and 
arrived the next morning at Dhey Soorch, four furfungs. Some 
Isttle cultivation was feen, but the general face of the country 
bore the fame wild inhofpitable afpett, as in the eaftern quar- 
ter of Khorafan. The benefits attached to my new charaéter, 
were now confpicuoufly teftified. I was from my fuppofed fect, | 
entitled Hadji, and much courted by all the paffengers, efpecially 
when the given purpofe of my journey was underftood. No 
perfon in the defeription of a Chriftian, fhould attempt to make. 
a.paflage through this part of Perfia; fliould it throught a train 
of favourable events be accomplifhed, he will be harrafled and 
defrauded, even on a principle of religion, and’ ever infulted 
with impunity. The attempt indeed I think impracticable, and 
liable to fubjeCt the adventurer to. imminent danger. : 

On. the 26th, at the Pool, or bridge of Skebo, three and a 
half furfungs, in an uncultivated country. This bridge built 
of brick and mortar, ftands over a {mall river whofe name I 
could not learn, running to the fouthward. or left, and is ford- 
able at moft feafons. ; 

Oy the 27th, at Corian, a larce village, four and a half 
furfungs.. In this neighbourhood, I faw fome--wendmills, for 
grinding corn; they are conftructed on the fame principles as 

S 2 thofe 
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thofe of Europe, but inftead of canvas wings, broad leaved flags 
are fubftituted. The toll gatherer at Corian affects to obferve 
a peculiar vigilance in the execution of his office, which he 
faw occafion to exercife on me. | 
PASSENGERS, proceeding to the weftward, ufually procure 
a paffport at Herat; but being averfe to a mode, which might 
have led to inconvenient explanations, I did not apply for this do- 
cument. The officer, though glad of the omiffion, held out the 
utter impoffibility of pafling without the fignature of govern- 
ment, and argued with much delicacy on the crime of difobe- 
dience. But feeling fome of my money in his hand, he ob-. 
ferved that my cafe admitted a favorable conftruction ; that 
I was an Arab, and a pilgrim of the holy tomb of Mufchid. 
He would therefore relax a little, he faid, in fo good a caufe. 
To put money in thy purfe, is as neceflary in Khorafan as 
was in Venice, with the difference that there, the more deco- 
rated the garb, the greater refpeCt was fhewn to the perfon, 
whereas in Afia, the fecurity and the comforts of life, often 
depend on a wary concealment of wealth, and all its appendages. 
Tue complaints of “Afiatic travellers again{t a camel driver, 
are not lefs frequent than thofe of marine paflengers in our 
country, again{t the mafter of a fhip, and oftentimes with the 
like want of juft caufe. Men under reftraint .and deprived of 
accuftomed amufements, become unreafonabie in their defires 
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_and fretful from the natural difappointment of vain wifhes. The 
crofs incidents which their fituation neceffarily produces, and 
which a degree of {kill might .qualify, are often outrageoufly 
afcribed to their conductor. This preliminary though militat- 
ing. againft myfelf, I thought but honeft to the exhibition of 
certain charges again{ft Ali the kafilah director. The firft fhews, 
that having bargained with this Mahometan, on the payment 
of a ftipulated fum, for a conveyance to Turthith, he at the 
firft halting place laid me under a contribution, on a pretence 
of the extraordinary weight of my baggage, though he well 
knew, that the equipment of a mendicant, could not have been 
more flender. This demand was no fooner adjufted, than he 
commenced another attack, not on my purfe, though that was 
| weak, but on my fame, which was vulnerable all over. | 
. Act feeing me generally addrefled by the title of Hadji, and 
treated with a marked civility, was much mortified, and be- 
gan to fap the importance I had obtained. He whifpered to 
fome of thofe with whom I aflociated, that I was no Hadgi, 
nor even one of the true faith. They exprefied great furprize. 
at this information, but blamed him for the difckofure, nor did 
they ever commuuieate the ftory to the other padiengers, or abate 

in their former attention. | | 
On the 29th, at Charfoorch, feven furfungs, a ftation in an 
uninhabited country, and fupplied with. one well, whole water 

was barely fufficient for the fupply of our party. 

On 
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On the zoth, at Furfala, three and.a half furfiings, a! fta- 
tion in the cefert, near a well of brackifh water. : 
On the rft of December, at Kauff, feven furfungs, a populous, 
and in this country a large village, which maintains a moderate 
trafick with Herat, Mufchid, and Turfhifh.” Markets and public. 
fhops being only feen in the cities and principal towns of Perfia 
and Afghaniftan, travellers are obliged to apply for provifions to. 
the houfekeepers, who are often unable to provide the required 
quantity. Though Kauff is a village of note, bread in no part 
of it is publickly vended, ahd having occafion for a three days 
{upply, } advanced the required price to a Perfian, who, after 
keeping me in waiting til midnight abfconded. Bread and the. 
cheefe of fheeps milk, when procurable, was my common fare; 
which, with a water beverage, gave me a vigor and ftrength 
equal to the daily fatigue I incurred. And when the incle- 
mency of the weather is confidered, and how broken his refb | 
muft be who is carried on the back of the rougheft paced ani- 
mal that moves, thruft alfo into a crib not: half his -fize, .and: 
{tunned by the loud clamours of the drivers, you muft grant 
that no ordinary texture of conftitution is required: to accome 

‘pany the kafilahs in northern Perfia. ’ ‘ 
Havine witnefled the robuft activity of the people vf. this 
country and Afghaniftan, I am mduced to think, that the hu- 
man body may fuftain the moft laborious fervices, without. the 
aid of animal food. The Afghan: whofe fole aliment.is bread, 
| curdled 
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curdled milk and water, inhabiting a climate which often pro- 
duces in ome day, extreme heat and cold, fhall undergo as 
much. fatigue, and exert as much ftrength, as the porter of 
London, who. copioufly feeds on fiefh meat and ale; nor, is 
he fubjeét to the like acute and obftinate diforders. It is a 
well known fact, that the Arabs of the fhore of the Red Sea, 
who live with little exception on dates and lemons, carry bur- 
thens of fuch qn extraordinary weight, that its fpecific men- 
tion to an European ear, would feem romance. | 

_ On the 3d of December, at Ruee, four and a half furfungs, 
a populous willage, where.a fall of {now produced a change on 
the face ef the land, to which I had been long a firanger. 
Halted on the 4th, on account of the infpection of fome goods 
which had been damaged by the weather. Three Perfians with 
myfelf oocupied the lower: part of a windmill, which our joint 
endeavours to defend from the cold, were wholly ineffectual ; 
yet my companions feemed little affetted by it. They were 
horfemen, and having no attendants, were obliged. to-clean their 
cattle, and go in fearch of forage, fuel and provifions ; thefe offices 
they performed with alacrity, nor did they once fhrink. from 
_ the boifterous drifts of fnow and a north wind that, 1 verily 
believe, muft have fwept every mountain-top in Tartary. My 
body, which a refidence of many years in India, had greatly re- 
laxed, and a recent ficknefs enfeebled, was open to every touch 


of thofe rude blafts, and I faw with mortification a north Bri- 
ton, 
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ton, fcreening himfelf from a climate, which imparted vigor to 
an Afiatic. .My aflociates had been horfemen in the fervice of 
Timur Shah, but difgufted at his ill payments, they had retired, 
"and were returning to their families at Nifhabor. 

On the sth, at Say Day, five and a half furfungs, a {mall 
fortified village, whofe adjacent lands extending in a valley, 
feemed to be well cultivated. 

On the 6th, at Afhkara, five furfungs, a {mall fortified vik 
lage. A great quantity of {now fell on our arrival at this 
place, and the weather became fo tempeftuous, that the kafilah 
could not proceed. Our party went into the fort to feek fhel- 
ter, and after earneft intreaties, were conducted into a {mall 
dark room, barely capable of defending us againft the ftorm, 
which had now fet in with violence. The inhabitants aware 
of our diftrefs, furnifhed an abundant fupply of fuel, which be- 
came as neceflary to our exiftence as food; but when the cold 
was a little qualified, we experienced an urgent want of pro- 
vifions ; not an article of which was to be procured at Afhkara. 
This. dilemma difmayed the ftouteft of us, and became the more 
alarming from the apparently fixed ftate of the weather. Yet, 
fuch cordial pleafures are inherent in fociety, that though pent 
up in a dark hovel, which afforded but a flimfy fhelter againft 
the mounds of fhow furioufly hurled againft it, our good hu- 
mour with each other, and an ample fupply of firing, produced 
eheerfulnefs and content. | 

ONE 


FORSTER’S? TRAVELS. 145 


ac Onreroftoir afféciates; whe had received a more than orditiary 
education;ivand! ‘hddsastatte for poetical literature, amufed us with 
reading’ Jamis’siftory of ofeph»and |Zukicha,* which for its fceneé. 
of ‘wondrous pathetic adventure, andthe luxuriant’ genius of the 
pect, isshapjily, adaptedssto-foften ithextizors ‘ofa! winter’s day! 
Nonswas! our companion deficient -imvatcompanying: the reading 
with that energetic. emphafis cand deep nafal ‘tone? which in the 
éait is thoughtihighly;ornamental.to ‘the ‘recitation :of poetry. 

 — &s« ours pleafures»and:-our forrows exift! latgelyin: the! imaa 
gination, and: as at this»period, my ideas'did not wander ‘beyond 
the cirele of my-refidence, I felt‘comforts in my prefeint fitwation, 
equal perhaps to the! enjoyments cof the moft refined “fociétics: 
How often in: 'thesifervor of my heart,.have ‘I ‘prayed for “the ‘ 
fortitude which is faid ‘to’ have> actuated ‘the :{toic * fchool, ‘that I ) , 
might fhackle, or at leat qualify the ‘paffions that’are continu- . oc 
ally precipitating e‘us into dependance and embarrafiments, and 

eftablifh within myfelf acrefource for conducting all: the sopera- 

tions of. life. ' But theewifh: was futile, nor?would the gratifi- 

cation of it accord with \thé ‘economy! of human nature. 

' Tey inhabitants ‘of: Athkara were now bufily ‘employed in 

commemorating the: death of Huffeyn, ‘the fecond fon of Ali, who 

was flain at Karibullah, in the vicinity of Bagdat, where a mont 


/* The. Patriarch of “Egypt. . Zuleichats the name given by the “Arabians to the 
wife of Potiphar, ‘ole , 
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ment has been erected to hig memory, and whithe¢ the Schiahs.. - 
numeroufly refort, in the firft ten days of the Mahonsetan month 
Mohurrum,* to offer up their prayers. Huffin, the elder brother; 
was poifoned by fome female machinations; but the celebration of 
this event, which is noticed at a different period of the year, does 
not produce that tumultuous lamentation, and often dangerous 
effects which accompany the memory of Hufleyn’s fate. 

A PILGRIMAGE to the tomb of ‘Huffeyn, confers the title of 
Karribullahee; which claffes next after the Hadji, and»before a 
Mufchidee, an appellation given to thofe who vifit the fhrineof 
Mufchid. The pilgrims of Karibullah make grievous «complaints 
of the infults and oppreffion of the Turks.’ Yet atewould ‘feem 
that perfecution inflames and invigorates theirifenfe of this veli- 
gious duty, fo that it is merely rated by the extent of difficulty and 
danger it occurs; for I have known a Schiah travel from the banks 
ef the Ganges, to proftrate himfelf at Huffeyn’s tomb, «amidft the 
fcoffs and rigor of the Turks. »:\To prevent the Afghans from 
throwing a ridicule on their obfervance of the Mohurrum ceré- 
mony, which happened during our halt at Afhkara, ‘the Perfians — 
fhut the gate of the fort, and commemorated the:day by beating 
their breafts, and chanting in a mournful tone, the praies of 
-Hufleyn. | - | 


* The Mahometan meaths being Lunar, the fafty obferved in Ramfar and Me- 
hurrum are moveable. 


ly 
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<» In ‘India, though the :proportion of the fect of Ali is fmalf, 
and Huffeyn only known but by his name, this occafion never 
fails to excite extravagant tokens of grief and enthufiafm, and it 
often happened, that the: mafquerade mourners, impelled by a vio- 
lent agitation of their minds and bodies, and heated alfo by intox- 
ication, commit: defperate outrages. But the fact is, that all the 
natives of India, Hindoos, and Mahometans, are wondroufly at- 
tracted by public exhibitions, and thofe of the moft glaring kind. 
Though any external commemoration of Hufleyn’s death is re- 
pugnant to the doétrine of the Soonis, thofe of India cannot refift 
fo alluring an. offer of gratifying their love of fhew and noife. 
Many: of the Hindoos alfo, in compliance with this propenfity, and — 
the ufage of their Mahometan matters, contribute largely to aug- 
ment the Mohurrum proceffions. I have heard- Mr. Schwartz, 
the Chriftian miffionaty on the coaftiof Coromandel, as pious a 
prieft as ever preached’ the’ gofpel, “ahd! as good’ a: man’as ever 
adorned fociety, complain that many-of his Indian profelytes, dif- 
guted at his churche’s want of glitter and buftle, take an early op- 
portunity of going over to the Popifh communion, where they are 
congenially gratified by the painted fcenery; by relics, charnis, and 
the blaze of fire-works.. From Schiahs and Soonis, Proteftants 
and Roman Catholics, I am forcibly brought to the bufinels of 
the day.’ It is she roguery of a camel-driver; on’ whom, ‘fhould 
you ever travel in /Perfia; never put your faitht “Ali now gravely 
informed me, that he meant to proeced ‘on the'next day towards 

2 Nifha- 
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Nifhabor, but: that bé:wonld pravide:a conveyancérfor meito Ture, 
fhifh on an afs. Te was m vath to tglk of.engagenientss: thi atjuftice 
of forfeiting them, or the fum I.had advanced ;:and had not oneof 
my affociates pledded my caufe with. a {pirit:that: re — 
Ali would have laughed: at my plea. hor 

On the 1oth, the ftorm having abated, the, kafdah moved he- 
fore day-break, and arrived,in the evening at Hoondeabad, fix and 
a half furfungs, a {mall village, fituate’ in a’ well jcultivated plain, 
watered by many rivulets. Ali, with an ul grace, pracused for me 
one fide of a camel, the other, being ‘poifed by‘a:hag of rice, cone 
figned to-the market af: Turfhifh ; my corapanions, who had cone ~ 
tinued to treat me. with much kindnefs, procetded from this tae 
tion to Nifhabor, which lies about feventy, miles to.the north-weft 
of Hoondeabad. 

Tue divifion of Khorafan, which has .been ential to tlie 
Afghan empire, .feems; to be wholly entrufted, to the management 
of Perfians, who though a. conquered people, live in the-enjoy= 
ment of every right, civil or religious, which could, have been 
granted to them under their own princess. We met a party:this 
day, returning from the army which Timur Shah had, fent,to be- 
fiegé Mufchid... This city,.on which depends a {mall tract, of ter- 
ritory, is governed by Shah Rock, a grandfon of Nadir Shah, and, 
I believe, the only branch of that -pringe’s family gow in exaftence:: 

Suan Rock is the offspring of. Mirza Kuli, the eldeft fon of 
Nadir Shah, by a daughter of the Sultan Hufleyn, wha was driven 

from 
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- @iv the throne of Perfia by Mahmoud the Afghan, _ After Nadir’s 
death,* the empire: fell; to the poffeffion of Ali, his nephew, who 
cut off all the defcendants of. Nadir; except Shah Rock then a 
youth, whom he’intended to raife nominally to the throne, fhould 
the Perfians fhew ‘any -{trenuous oppofition , to his government. 
But, being in a fhort time after his acceflion, encountered by his 
brother, who by liberal donations. had,¢ollected a {trong force, 
Ali was defeated'and taken prifoner in the field. Ibrahim, though 
at the head of a numerous jarmy, and poffeffing the fouthern pro- 
vinces of the empire, faw the impractibility of attaining the do- 
minion of Perfia, whilft Shah Rock, who was, much, beloved,in 
Khorafan, held the city of, Mufchid, where a large portion of! ~ 
treafures of Nadir were depofited. 

TuatT he might the better fucceed in his defign of Salinas the 
perfon of Shah Rock, his only rival, he declared this prince, by 
a lineal defcent from Nadir and the race of Sofi; to be the right- 
full heir of the kingdom, and by public deputation invited him to 
TIfpahan, that he might there be invefted with the diadem of his 
anceftors, ‘Fhe adherents of Shah Rock, averfe from entrufting 
him to fo powerful and fufpicious a charge, made an advane 
tageous ufe of Ibrahim’s profeflions, by inftalling with the ne- 
eeflary  ceremonials, the. young ; prince ‘at Mufchid. Ibrahim, 


* Nadir Shah was affaffinated, at the age of fixty years, ncar Mufchid, in the 
mouth of June, 1747. 


baffled 
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baffled in ‘the defien of drawing Shah’ Rock. to Ifpahan,” caufed 
himfalf. ¢a‘be proclaimed: king, and proceeded. to ‘retluce ‘the 
chiefs of: Khorafan. But {quanderitig his tréafares by an in- 
Wilcrithinate profuGion, and Having difgutted -his troops by an 
injadicious choice. of officers, Ke was betrayed by them, and to- 
gether ‘with Ali, then his prifoner, delivéréd to the minifters of 
Shah Rock, who put the brothers to- death? 9° °° 6. =" 

A¥our this period appearéd, it is fxd, a defcendant of i 
ancient Sofi family, who had efcaped the thaffacre of the times, — 
and improving to his purpofes the diftraction of -the Kingdom 
and the iminority of a young prince, he fabornei, by-a largety; 
and extenfive prontifes, a party in the court. of Mlufchid, and 
having procured at a fecret hour adimiteance into the. palace of 
Muichid, he feized the perfon of Shah: Rock and deprived him 
of fight. The act was foon punifhed. by the death of ‘the 
perpetrator ; but Shah Rock, cut off by this calamity from. the 
hope of empire, was. contented to remain at. Mutchid, in the 
poffefion of avery limitted revenue. 

He has two fons, Nadir Sica: and. Wull Neantirt, whe 
ate waging againft each other an inveterate predatory war. 
Wulli Neamut being driven from the city, has collected a body 
of cavalry, which in Khorafan are ever ready to rove in. quet 
of plunder, and are at this time levying a general contribution on 
every village, karavan, and traveller, within his power or reach; 
not {paring even the pilgrims. After an ineffectual effort to 

enter 
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enter the city, he folicited the affiftance of Timur Shah, wha 
fent a {mall army to join him and befiege Mufchid. But their 
‘knowledge of artillery is fo limited, that the Afghans after the 
Campaign of a year, have only been enabled to ftreighten the 
{upplies of the befieged. 

Whew the extenfive conquefts of the Afghans in Perfia are 
confidered, the {pacious empire which they have fo recently 
founded; and their general reputation for military prowefs, I 
felt a fenfible difappotntment at feeing their armies, compofed of a 
tumultuous hody, without order or common difcipline. It is feen, 
however, that they were good foldiers under Ahmed Shah, who 
himfelf, a prince of confpicuous military talent and a difcerning 
patron of merit, was empowered toe give his troops that force 
which they conftitutionally poifefs. Yet even under this famed 
leader, the Afghans, impetuous, and haughty from the form of 
their government, were never an obedient foldiery ; and the fevere 
encounters which Ahmed Shah experienced from the Sicques, 
when he yltimately evacuated the Punjab, are attributed to the 
deferuon of hjs troops, who already enriched by the plunder of 
Indja, retired in large bodies to their own country. 

--THoucGu far fhort of the opinion I had formed of it, the Af- 
ine army is much fuperior to that of .Perfia at the prefent day, . 
who long deprived of a monarch, and fubjected either to a foreign 
yoke or the precarious authority of petty chieftains, have loft with 
their patriotifn the {pirit of enterprize. Ic appears that the Per- 

| fians, 


152 FORSTER'S TRAVELS. 


fians have been ever ill acquainted with the ufe' of fire arnis, wd 
that their grand fucceffes were obtained by the formidable onfet of 
their cavalry. Little other proof indeed is required-of their want 
of {kill, than a review of Nadir’s long fiege of Bagdad,’ which, 
though a fortification of mean tenability, baffled all his efforts. 
The matchlock-piece is the common weapon of a Perfian foot fol- 
dicr, except in the province of Auderbeyan, and in fome parts of 
Shirvan and Dhaghiftan, where the ufe of the fpring lock mufquet 
has been adopted from the Turks; but the ridicule which hag 
been thrown on this practife by the body of the people, will pro- 
bably long prevent its general introduction. The feverity of the 
winter feafon, has now obliged the Afghan army to retire into 
quarters, and afforded a temporary relief to the inhabitants of 
Mufchid, who began to feel a want of provifions. 
THe young chief of this city, in defiance of the reprefentations 
6f his clergy, has coined into current f{pecie fuch of thofe orna- 
ments with which the oftentatidus zeal of the Schiahs had for two 
centuries been decorating the tomb of Mooza Beza, as had been 
preferved. from former depredations. Even Nadir, the avowed foe’ 
of priefthood, made his offering at the fhrine of Mufchid. But. 
his defcendant fearing that the whole fabric would fall into the 
unhallowed hands of his enemies, has wifely facrificed-a part, to 
prevent a total deftruction. Yet his efforts will probably-be fruit- 
Jefs; for if the Afghans return to the fiege, they will derive:a con- 
fiderable aid ‘from the low ftate of the Mufchid tréafury, which-I 
am 
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am informed is nearly confumed. While the priefts inveigh 
with fufficient acrimony againft the facrilegious feizure of Na- 
dir Mirza, there is no limit to their invectives againft his bro- 
ther, on whom they deprecate the fevereft divine vengeange, for 
calling in the inveterate foes-of their religion, to the deftruction 
of the only facred city left in the poffeffion of the fect of Ali. 

On the 11th, at Fidgeroot, a fmall fort, three and a halt 
furfungs, fituate in a cultivated and generally a plain country, 
in whofe vicinity are feen many fortified villages. 

On the 12th, at Dochabad, four and a half furfungs, a 
populous open village, protected by an adjoining fort, and dif- 
tinguifhed by a manufacture of raw fik. The diftrifts of Do-| 
chabad form the the weftern boundary of the dominion of Ti-- 
mur Shah, which in a direction from Kafhmire to this place,* 
occupy by a grofs computation, a fpace of ————-— Britifh 
miles. Were this fpacious extent of territory, governed by’ as 
vigorous and enterprizing a prince, as it is peopled by a brave 
. and hardy race of men, the entire conqueft of Perfia would not 
be of difficult attainment. But Timur Shah inherits no por- 
tion of his father’s genius, and his power is feldom feen or 
felt, except fome object of wealth, and of fafe accomplifhment . 
be held out to his avarice. The exiftence of the emperor is 


* It is to be noted, that fome petty chiefships lying between Kafhmire and the In- 
dus, are held by independant Afghans. 
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“then felt, and for the day, dreaded. Here I am checked by # 
fear that thefe opinions may be thought pref{umptuous and dog- 
matical, and that from flender opportunities of acquiring infor 
mation, I have decided with an unwarrantable preremptorinefs 
on the character of a prince, in whofe country I have been but 
a.mere fojourner. I have only to urge, that the language which 
I have held, is prevalent in the country, and its truth ftrongly 
marked in all the operations of government, which come be- 
fore the public eye. 

On the 13th, at Koot, fix furfungs, a village dependent on 
the chief of Turfhifh. From the vicinity of Dochabad, a waite 
extends to this place, on which is neither an inhabitant, or the 
Jeaft token of vegetation; and it fhould feem that nature had 
interpofed this barren fand to prechude the affaults of war, and 
even difcourage a difpofition to focial intercourfe. To the north, 
extends a lofty chain of mountains covered with fnow,* and 
the other quarters fhew a tract of fand, thinly marked with 
craggy. hills. 

THE proprietor of the camel on which I rode, had carried 
me to Koot, his place of refidence, fearing: to carry his wares, 
principally compofed of rice, to the town of Turfhifh, leaft the 
chief fhould take it at an arbitrary price. He told me, that 


# A road leads over thefe mountains to Mufchid, which is. faid to be one hun- 
dred miles north-weft from Turfhith, and about thirty miles to the northward of 
Nithabor, j 


his 
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his cattle were not deftined for that place, whither I might 
purfue my way in the beft manner I liked, except on his ca- 
mel. ‘The fort of Turfhifh being at no greater diftance than 
two miles, I would have proceeded without hefitation, could 
I have carried my baggage, which though of little value, was 
too heavy a load for me. After much intreaty, it was tran- 
fported at my charge, on the back of an afs,* to the kara- 
vanfera at Turfhifh; there I found every apartment occupied, 
but the application of a fmall piece of money to. the gate- 
keeper, who regulates the diftribution of quarters, introduced me 
to a-lodging, occupied by only one perfon. The ftranger accofted 
me with.evident tokens.of joy, obferving, that the folitary life he 
had paffed at Turfhifh, was very tirefome to him, and that he 
expe&ted a cordial relief from my company. This, reception 
was happily adapted to my purpofe, and. promifed my Maho- 
'metan character a fair introduction. It was agreed that a joint 
board fhould be kept, that my affociate, yet weak from a late 
ficknefs, fhould prepare the victuals, and that I fhould furnifh 
the water, and a laborious duty it was, there being no ae 
water at a nearer diftance than a mile. | 

Here I muft inform you, that this was by no means a 
degrading duty, and is performed by travellers of a rank muclr 


*® The Perfian affes are of a ftrong make, and much ufed by dealers in {mall and or- 
dinary wares. I have feen the conveyance of large parties, confifting of thofe animals, 
which appear to bé’ more active and endure more fatigue than thofe of England, 


U 2 fupe- 
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fuperior to that I held, and alfo that few travellers in this coun- 
try of whatever condition exhibit any appearance of wealth, tear- 
ing the oppreflions of government, and the licentious exactions 
of the toll gatherers. Even men of opulence do not carry a 
fervant. 

Previousty to the commencement of a journey, focieties 
_are formed at the place of rendezvous, where the different offices 
are alloted to each; the moft robult generally provide the water ; 
fome are employed in the kitchen, while others go in queft of pro- 
vifions and provender for the cattle. Should no prior opportunity 
have offered to fix fuch a f{cheme, it 1s adjufted on the firft halting 
day, and preferved on a cordial footing throughout the journey. 
It is not to be inferred that certain attentions are not alfo fhewr 
‘to the men of rank, who attach themfelves to thefe parties. 
When known, and they are foon diftinguifhed, they become by. 
common confent exempt from the more laborious occupations, 
and all aged perfons are invariably treated with a refpectful 
indulgence. My prefent companion, whofe name I never knew 
or afked, was overcaft with a fixed melancholy referve; nor, 
could I extraét from him other information, than that he had laft 
come from Afterabad. But he ftudioufly avoided giving me any 
intelligence of the affairs of that province, efpecially of the Ruf 
fian trade there which I much defired to know, and of which 
he muft have been informed; and though he feemed to like. 
my company or perhaps my affiftance, he foon became to me an 
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unpleafant colleague. In a few days, his departure to Herat 
left me fole tenant of a dark folitary lodging, with the advan- 
tage, and with the privilege of being unrefervedly admitted into 
the fociety of the karavanfera, as a pure Mahometan. 

In the courfe of vacancies, I got pofleffion of a more come 
modious apartment, in the corner of which I found at firft en- 
trance, a decent looking old man fmoking his pipe. On en- 
quiry it appeared, that he was then wholly at large; but that 
his ufual fubfiftance arofe from vending certain fpells, which 
were powerfully efficacious in conferring every {pecies of worldly 
happinefs, and confequently in the preclufion of all evil. Yet 
he was willing to fhut up his book, he faid, fhould any other 
profpeét of maintainance he held out. This being the perfon I 
was in fearch of, I made him a cordial tender of my affiftance, 
and invited him to a participation of my fare. The offer came 
to him, poor man, at a convenient feafon. It was now the depth 
of winter, and he honeftly confeffed to me, that his charms had 
fo bad a run at Turfhifh, that even a fcanty meal was earned 
with difficulty. | 

Tue mollah, which was the title he had derived from his 
profeffional fkill, with a natural good temper, had acquired an 
accommodating difpofition ; he was al] things to all men; and 
he found a full exercife of thofe qualities during our affocia- 
tion. The little regularity I obferved in our doimettic fyitem, 
efpecially in the hours of eating, was fubjeét of frequent com- 

| plaint 
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_ plaint to the mollah, who applied to the bufinefs of the kitchen, 
_ in which he had attained an eminent proficiency, with an active 
attention; nor was Sancho more attached to its produce; and 
he alfo reprehended my difregard to thofe difhes which he moft 
favored. His cenfure generally conveyed an ejaculation of fur- 
prize, at the negleét of a concern the moft important to man, 
or at. my bad tafte, which he alledged, muft have been: vitiated 
in the courfe of my journeying through barbarous countries. 
_Havine enjoyed during my acquaintance with this mollah 
fo many conveniencies, and fo pleafing a quiet of mind, I often 
review the fcene with fenfible emotions of pleafure. For my 
ftrength, as well as my. fpirits, had been much exhanfted by 
the fatigues. of the road, and various. moleftations neceffarily 
incident to a traveller of my. defcription. ‘The cold: being in- 
tenfe and the country covered with fnow, it. became: expedient. 
in the firft inftance, to lay in a ftock of fuel, which is a dear 
commodity at Turfhifh, that we might at leaft communicate 
an external heat to our bodies; for our creed_ precluded any ne 
terior cordial, nor durft we even mention its name. But we 
were moderately recreated by a wholefome diet, large fires, a 
clean hearth, with plenty of Perfian tobacco, which is of a moft 
excellent kind.* When I have contemplated the progrefs of 


® That produced at Tubbus, a town about one hundred miles to the fouth-weft of 
Turhhith, is efteemed the beft in Perfia. 
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my affociate in ris culinary occupation, in mixing with care 
and earneftnefs the ingredients of a hodge-podge, ftirring it vie 
goroufly with a large wooden fpoon, blowing and arranging the 
fire, till his eyes were red, I have been prompted to compare 
him toa Pruffian feijeant, immerfed in the fury and enthufiafm 
of drilling a fquad of recruits, and cudgelling into their bodies 
all the ability of their brains. Nor could one of our minute 
virtuofos have been more inflated with pride at the difcovery of 
a new fpecies of fnail, than the mollah, in demonftrating the 
qualities ef fome favorite difh. 

THe excellent fervices of my companion now left me at 
liberty to walk about the town, colfect information, and frequent 
the public baths. In the evening we were always at home, 
when the Mellah at the conclufion of our meal, either read a 
ftory of Yufuff and Zuleictia which he did but lamely, or open- 
mz his book of fpells, te would expound the virtues of his 
noftrums, which embraced fo wide a compafs, that few difeafes 
of the mind or body could refift their force. They extended from. 
recalling to the paths of virtue, the fteps of a frail wife, and 
fileacing the tongue of a fcolding one, to curing chilbains, and: 
deftroying worms. His practice he told mé, had been more 
extenfive than profitable, being chiefly employed by the lower 
claffes of people; the rich rarely fought his aid. He was me- 
ditating, he faid, which I had now obviated, a journey to Muf- 
chid, where he would have been enabled to pafs the winter, a 


feafon: 
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feafon always of anxious care to him; as for the fummer, he 
never beftowed a thought on it. 

Tue duty of religion fat rather loofely on the mollah, for 
out of the five daily prayers, * he ufwally ftruck off four, and 
on many days the omiffion was total. But obferving that I was 
yet more relaxed, he would gravely cenfure my negligence ; not 
that I was degraded in his opinion, but it was neceflary, he 
faid, to maintain a decorum of manners, that the people of 
the karavanfera might not make unfavourable remarks. The 
{pirit and tendency of the mollah’s obfervation, when impar- 
tially confidered, difclofes the grand tenure by which the reli- 
gion of Mahomet is at this day held. It is on the daily reci- 
tal of five prayers, wafhing as often, and a reftriction from a 
certain food, that the Mahometan builds his hope of Paradife.. 
And the reputation of fuch a perfon, in Perfia, is equal to that 
of our men of virtue, honor, and humanity. Even to that of 
our man of fafhion. 


* The firft, a fhort one, is faid before the break of day, the fecond on the earlieft 
‘appearanee of light, a period ufually denominated the Wokt Nemaz, or time of prayer, 
the third about two hours before fun-fet, the fourth at the clofe of the evening, this is 
alfo termed the Wokt Nemaz, and the fifth in the courfe of the night. The fecond 
and fourth prayers are moft regularly obferved. 

+ I have feen grave long bearded Mahometans, retire a few fteps from the exhibi- 
tion of a lafcivious dance, and in the fame apartmnnt kneel] to their prayers, which haf- 
tily muttering, they returned to the amufement. 
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- On the other fide, he that fhall neglect thefe ceremonies, 
though he may execute to an ample extent, the duties of a good 
citizen, is branded with the general mark of contumely; and 
fhould his condition of life not be fufficiently eminent to 
_ ¢ommand refpect, he is cut off from many of the benefits of fo- 
ciety. That I may point out to you more fpecifically the opi- 
nion of a Mahometan on the effential efficacy of forms, I am in- 
duced to relate an obfervation of the mollah. In fpeaking of 
an Afghan, who had himfelf accefs to the karavanfera by an 
agreeable and friendly difpofition, he faid, that he willingly fub- 
{cribed to the compafs of his moral merits, but was forry to 
fee them vitiated by offering up his prayers with folded hands. 
Does it not aftonifh you, that the mind of a creature fo ex- 
quifitely formed by the great lord of nature, fhould have be- 
come fo ftrongly fettered by the fhackles of prejudice, fhould have 
formed ideas fo derogatory of his infinite benevolence, as to be 
fearful of approaching his altar but in certain pofitions and flec- 
tions of the body. " | 
TRAVELLING once with fome Perfians on a fultry day, and 
over an il] watered country, the party unexpectedly approached a 
{mall ftream, where hafttly difmounting, I drank a cup of water 
with avidity, one of the Perfians who ftood near me, cryed out in 
an earneft tone, while I was finifhing the draught, to referve a little 
in the bottom of the veflel, and throw it on the ground with an 
_ Vor. I. -X execra- 
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execration on the memory of Yezid.* On feeing that not a drop 
remained, he viewed me with evident marks of deteftation, and 
pronounced me a kaufir. But Perfia has long loft her men of 
genius and philanthtophy. The day of Ferdoufi, Sadi, and Hafiz, 
is fet in barbarous darknefs; and little elfe 1s now written or 
liftened to, except the legends of priefts, or the chimerical exploits 
of the twelve Imaums, which nearly quadrate in ftyle and matter 
with our renowned nurfery hiftories of Tom Thumb, or Jack the 
Giant-killer ; though with a more pernicious effect ; for the Per-— 
fian writings ftrongly tend to eternife amongft them a rancorous 
hatred to all thofe of a different creed. 

Ir is recorded that the cotemporaries of Hafiz, were fo much 
_ offended at his bold difquifitions on the ‘religion of the Koran, 
and witty ftrictures on the loofe conduct of the clergy, that at 
his death, they hefitated to perform the ufual obfequies. Yet 
the later Perftans have not only aequitted Hafiz of any charge 
ef irreligion, though almoft every page of the poet refutes the 
pofition, but they affert, that under the cloak of his fportive 
pleafurable exhortations, he deferibes the excellency of their 
faith, and the future happinefs of pious Mahometans. 

Wui te the mollah and I were enjoying the comforts of a 
commodious apartment, and favoury meffes, made in rotation 


; a 
® The chief who flew Huffeyd the fon of Ak, 
| of 
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of beef, mutton, and camels flefh, on a fudden, every room of 
the karavanfera was tumultuonfly filled by a large body of pil- 
grims * from the turise of Mufchid. What an exuberance of 
zeal muft have animated thefe devotees! which neither fo dif- 
tant and perilous a journey could deter, or the inclement feafon of 
the year cool. The prefent winter was accounted more rigorous 
than had been for fome years remembered, particularly in the 
quarter of Mufchid and Nifhabor, where two of thefe pilgrims 
had perifhed in the fnow, and others had loft their limbs by the 
feverity of the froft. 

In that band, which ruthed into our apartment, was a perfon 
who feerned to take the avowed lead ; he was better equipped than 
his affociates, and wore. on his head the infignia of a hadji ;-:.a 
pilgrim, who fupplied the place of a fervant, began to reconnoitre 
the room, and as foon as he had noticed its fituation, he difladged 
without ceremony, and with.much facility from one of its corners, 
the very partable chattels of our poor mollah; and-in the voice of 
authority, declared the place affigned to the ufe of the hadj1, whom’ 
he reprefented to be of fuperior rank and importance. 

Tue hadji took his feat with a folemn air, and looking cael 
tily around, he threw his eye on me, and immediately afked,.on 
rather demanded my name and bufinefs. ‘The queftion was con-: 


. * They. were chiefly inhabitants se Tabriz, ‘he ancient it Taurt, I believe, a town 
in the province of A@derbeijan. 
| + Lo: Parfait js:a ftrip of cleth'commonly.green, rolled: on the dive ofthe cap. |: 
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veyed in a manner which fully evinced the power of the interro- 
gator; indeed I quickly faw, from the party’s deference to him, the 
neceffity of obferving a refpectful conduct to this fuperb Ma- 
hometan. I told him that I was an Arab, travelling to Muf- 
chid ; but judge of my confufion, when the hadji began to {peak 
in my fuppofed language. Endeavouring to fupprefs my embar- 
rafiment at fo complete a conviction of falfity, I obferved, that 
¥ had affumed the name of an Arab, for the purpofe of travel- 
ing with more fafety; but that I was a native of Kafhmire, 
proceeding on a mercantile concern to Mazanderan. Such fto-~ 
ries, which in the eaft may be defcribed by the fmoother term, 
fimulation, are in common ufe among Afiatic travellers ; and un- 
lefs other teftimony corroborates their relations, little credit is 
given, nor is much expected. It is fufficient that their true ftory 
__ remains concealed. 

Turis emendation of my account, produced no apparent fur- 
prize, nor any further interrogation ; and from the mode of the 
hadji’s behaviour, it was evident that I had not fuffered in his 
opinion. The laft year of my life had been occupied in an in- 
varied fcene of difguife, with a language wholly fabricated to pre- 
ferve it; fo that, God forgive me, I never wanted a ready tale for 
current ufe. I have now only to hope, that when it may be no 
longer expedient to fupport the part hitherto fo fuccefsfully main- 
tained, I fhall be enabled to throw off the cloak with all its garni- 
ture for ever, The.hadji was a refident of Balfrofh, the principal 

. | town 
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town of Mazanderan, where he maintained a confiderable traffic ; 
he had joined the Tabrez pilgrims at Mufchid, and was now on 
the way back-to his own province. The occafion of accompany- 
ing this party was not to be foregone; as few roads are of more 
dangerous paffage, than that from Turfhifh to the Cafpian fea, 
and. confequently not much frequented. The hadji, to whom I 
applied for a paffage to Balfrofh, affected to lay various obftacles 
in my way, and feeing my anxiety to proceed, he made his bargain 
conformably, that is, he ftipulated for a double amount of the 
ufual hire. 

TuE territory of Turfhifh, which takes in about 
miles from eaft to weft, and nearly half that fpace in latitudinal 
direction, is held by Abedullah, an independant Perfian chief ; he | 
feems to be forty years of age, has a refpectable appearance, and 
affumes that air of gravity which ftrongly pervades the mannets of 
the higher claffes of Mahometans. His adminiftration is well 
liked by the people, who feem to aét and fpeak very much at 


their eafe. Paflengers are never interrogated, nor is a paffport 








required. | 
ApjorninG to old Turfhifh, called alfo Sultanabad, which is 
of {mall compafs, and furrounded with a wall, Abedulla-has built 
a new town, in an angle of which ftands the karavanfera, the only 
one I have feen in Perfia, which is not interiorly fupplied with 
water. The chief and his officers refide in the new quarter, where 
is alfo held the market, which the inhabitants fay, has not been 
fo, 
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fo well fupplied, fince the Afghan troops have latd wafte the 
diftricts of Mufchid, and thereby impeded the traffic of this quar- 
‘ter of Khorafan. 

' Tue trade of Turfhifh, arifes chiefly from the import of in- 
digo and other dyes from the weftward, woollen cloths, and rice, 
which is fcantily produced in this vicinity, from Herat, And 
the chief article of export feems to be iron, wrought in thick 
plates. The {mall quantity of European cloths required at Tur- 
fhifh, is brought from Mazanderan, by the way of Shahroot, or 
from Ghilan, by the way of the great road of Yezd. About 
one hundred Hindoo families from Moultan and Jeffilmere; are 
eftablifhed in this town, which is the extreme limit of their 
emigration on this fide of Perfia; they occupy a quarter in which 
no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and where they conducted 
bufineis without moleftation or infult: and I was not a little 
furprized to fee thofe of the Bramin fect, diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Peerzadah, a title which the Mahometans ufually 
beftow on the defcendants of their prophet. Small companies 
of Hindoos are alfo fettled at Mufchid, Yezd, Kachan, Cabin, 
and fome parts of the Cafpian fhore;' and more extenfive fo- 
cieties in the different towns of the Perfian Gulf, where they 
maintain a navigable commerce with the weftern coaft of India, 

Tue departure of our kafilah now drawing near, the hadji pur- 
chafed a horfe for my conveyance, with the money which I had 
advanced; but not thinking my weight and baggage a fufficient 
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burthen for the aninal, by no means a robuft one, ke added two 
heavy pareels of dying ftuffs, on which I was to be feated. This 
was the moft rapacious Mahometan I had yet known ; not fatis- 
fied with the firft extortion, he urged me without intermiflion, for 
a loan of money, even the moft trifling fum ; in other words, he 
wanted to cheat me. ‘There are, I believe, few fuch men amonzit 
us as Hadji Mahomet. He had the reputation of being an opulent 
merchant, and he was connected with perfons of the firft rank in 
his country ; his deportment was grave and dignified ; his manners 
in common intercourfe were fo forcibly infinuating, that he never 
failed to pleafe, even thofe who knew and had experienced his ill 
qualities ; he had, on the oftenfible fcore of devotion, made pil- 
gtimeges in A-abia, Turkey, and Perfia; he prayed with unde- 
Viating regularity five times in the day, befides a long roll of fu- 
pererogatory orifuns. Yet this man of property and rank, of po- 
lite manners, and profeffled fan¢tity, having in vain aimed at a 
— larger fam, importuned me in abject language to lend or give him 
half a crown. But my feelings having become callous, from a 
long affociation, I fuppofe, with thofe who had none, I was enabled 
to withftand, with intrepid coolnefs, the intreaties of the hadji,. 
who feemed to take the refufal nothing amifs; indeed I ima- 
gine, he accounted me a perfon of difcretion, artd converfant in 

the businefs of the world. 
’ Tuat I might the better guard againft a fufpicion of the cha- 
racter I reprefented, efpecially in the mind of the hadji, who to 
| his 
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his other acquirements united iafatiable inquidtivenefs, I tobaging 
that 1 was a Soon, imagining that the low eftimation in which 
this fet is held in Perfia, would prevent further notice. The 
hadji did not approve of this character, which was rarely fcen, 
and much abhorred in this part of the country ; nor would it be 
fafe for a Soont, he faid, to travel ta the fociety of Schiah pilgrims, 
who elevated by their late purification at Mufchid, would affume a 
merit from infulting and ill treating me. 

By the council of Hadji Mahomed I became a Schiah, and 
was received among the pilgcims without a fcruple. It was, be- 
lieve me, with no little concern, that I parted from the mollah, 
who had been to me an ufeful as well as a pleafant companion ; 
and in the unreferved intercourfe which had for fome days fub- 
fifted between us, 1 experienced a pleafure, the move {enfible, as 
my fituation before had been folitary and irkfome. In his deal- 
ings, I found him punctually honeft, for conceiving an attach- 
ment to this harmlefs conjuror, I ufed to make enquiries at the 
places where he made his purchafes for me, but never difcovered 
a falfe charge. | 

On the morning of the 28th of December, left Turfhifh, and 
about noon arrived at the village of Killeelabad, two and a half. 
furfungs. Our party confifting of about fix or feven perfons, the 
Tubrez having not yet joined, halted at a {mall karavanfera, where 
being plentifully fupplied with fuel by one of the villagers, to 
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whom our hadji was known, + we patie a cold {nowy night very 
comfortably. : 

On the 29th, at Hadjiabad, a fmall fort, three faites 
When the chief of this place was informed that Hadj1 Mahomed 
was our leader, for though of a diftant province, he was well 
known in Khorafan, we were invited to the fort, and Pens 
entertained. 

Tus day my horfe gave many tokens of inability to fupport 
the heavy burthen that had been laid upon him. He eat little, 
fweated much, and often tumbled. In one of his inclinations, I 
was thrown from my elevated feat with .a violent fhock, and re- 
ceived a violent contufion on the hand. Inftead of exprefling any 
concern at the difafter, the hadji fharply reprehended my want 
of fkill, and predicted ill fuccefs to my undertakings. 

At Hadjiabad the pomegranates are of a delicious flavor, a 
property indeed of this fruit in moft parts of Perfia. It has a thin 
foft fkin, and contains a large quantity of Juice, than which no- 
thing in hot weather, or after fatigue can be more grateful, 
There is a {pecies of the pomegranate, in Perfia and alfo in Af- 
ghaniftan, whofe granules are without feed, called the Redana * 
it is of a fuperior kind, and generally fcarce. 

On the 30th, at Nowblehuckum, three furfungs, a large and 
populous village, where our party was joined by the Tabrez pil- 


* This word in the Perfic, fignifies without feed. 
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grims. From Turfhifh to this place, the general direction of the 
road, lay about weft; the country is open and well cultivated, but 
like the eaftern divifion of Khorafan, fcantily fupplied with wood 
and running water. At this place, my endeavour to procure a ftock 
of wheat bread, to fupport me during a three or four days journey 
over a defert, which lay in the road, was wholly fruitlefs. The 
number of applicants for a like provifion was fo great, and their 
arguments from the late meritorious fervice they had performed, 
was fo much more efficacious than mine, that I was obliged to reft 
fatisfied with a few barley cakes. 

Beinc thrown by a fort of chance, for the two laft days, into 
the company of a Ghilan feid, who had been making the pilgri- 
mage of Mufchid, we agreed after a fhort preliminary, to place in 
a common ftock our provifions and good offices. Man you know 
of all created beings, 1s the leaft fitted, and the leaft defirous to live 
alone. It is true, that if not funk by vice, or fafcinated by diffipa- 
tion, he will occafionally fly from the fatigues of bufinefs, the rapid 
hurry of crowds, and feeking the fhade of retirement, folace and 
exercife his intellectual faculties. But when he has breathed out 
his day of contemplation, he is often feen returning from the 
world he fled from, with a fond folicitude. It is not for me to 
expatiate on the pleafures and ufes of fociety, the fubject has for 
ages fallen under the moft extenfive and erudite difeuffion ; nor 
ean the pen of a journalift give it additional luftre. I will now 
only oblerve, that after a tedious fatiguing journey, it was with a 
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high relifh, I fat down to a homely meal with this feid, whofe re-_ 
marks and fiagular opinions on the fubject of religion, never failed 
to give amufement and information. 

On the 31ft, at Durroona, feven furfungs, a {mall village, fi- 
tuate near the weftern boundary of the territory of Abedullah, the 
road led in a weftern direétion through a barren country. In 
croffing a fteep rivulet, during this day’s journey, my horte precipi- 
tated me with the hadji’s bags of dye into the middle of it, where we 
were difcovered lying by this now enraged Mahometan. He {mote 
his beard until his anger found utterance, when he poured on mea 
torrent of abufe, and charging his ill fortune to my {candalous omif- 
_ fion of the ftated prayers of a Muffulman, he declared that I fhould 
indemnify the lofs of his paint to the Jaft farthing. 

On the rf January, 1784, having travelled eight furfungs, 
through a defert, which was interfperfed with low hills and a 
thin fcattering wood, we halted on an eminence, where the fnow 
which covered it, fupplied our water. My horfe became fo much 
enfeebled, that he was unable to carry me with the other part 
of his load; and I fhould have been left on the ground, had 
not fome of the paffengers who were apprized of the extraor- 
dinary fum which. I had paid for hire, warmly expoftulated with 
the hadji on the injuttice of his conduct; fomewhat abafhed at 
the remonftrance, and fearful perhaps of a more general attack’: 
on the many weak fides of his character, the hadji procured a 
horfe, from a perfon who was proceeding :two ftages on our road, 

Y 2 "and 
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and who for a fmall gain, confented to difmount and incur ar 
exceffive fatigue. . 

Tue domeftic affociate of Hadji Mahomed, having feen his 
patron treat me with negleét, and often with rudenefs, thought 
that he might with impunity indulge a like fpirit; but feeing 
no reafon to fhew him the refpect which I obferved to the hadji, 
I was provoked this evening to give him a fmart chaftifement, 
and in the Englifh manner; a fpecies of attack as novel to him 
as it was efficacious, and which furprized. the pilgrims, who be- 
{towed on me a general applaufe. In this occurrence, you will 
perceive the effential advantages of my Mahometan charaé¢ter : -for 
im my. real one no affront, however infolent, or opprobrious could 
have warranted. any active refentment; the only refource would 
have been. a filent patience; it is indeed. often neceflary to affuage 
the offender’s wrath, to avert a further outrage. The penalty that 
would probably be inflicted on a Chriftian, hardy enough to lift his 
hand-in this part of Perfia, againft a Mahometan, would be a heavy 
fine or fevere corporal punifhment. 

Tue Armenians who vifit moft of the quarters of weftern Afia, 
are feldom feen on this road, dreading equally the inimical difpo- 
fition and inveterate prejudices of the inhabitants to all thofe of 
a different faith, and the incurfions of the Turkoman Tartars. 

' On the 2d, at Towrone, five furfungs, a {mall fortified village, 
fituate in the diftricts of Ifmae] Khan, an independant chief, who 
alfo claims the defert, extending from Deronneto this place ; nor is 
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it probable that the property. will ever be difputed. Many travellers, 

it is faid, have perifhed in this track, from the intenfe heats and a 
{carcity of water, which in the courfe of the firft ftage, is iii 
but in one fpot, by digging {mall wells, 

We learned that a party of fifty Turcoman horfe, had yefter+ 
day paffed under the walls of Towrone, in the way to their own 
country. Thefe fierce free-booters who wage a common war on 
the Perfians, enflave as well as plunder thofe who. fall into their 
hands. To prevent an efcape, the captives are fent into the inte- 
rior parts of the country, where they are employed in tending the 
humerous droves of cattle and horfes, with which Tartary abounds. 
They are.alfo occafionally fold to the Kalmucks, the moft rude and 
favage of all the Tartar race.* A flavery with thefe is fpoken of with 

horror, 


* One of the names of a native of Tartary, in the language of his country; is Tats 
ter and Tattaur. Having often indulged a curiofity in fearching for the etimology of 
Afiatie names, which though not tending to the developement of any important facts, 
may reflect fubordinate lights, 1 have been induced to infert fume of them in this place. 

The term, Ferung or f eringhee, a name commonly applied at this day amon; moft 
of the nations of \fia, except the Chinefe, feems to be derived from Frank, an ap- 
pellation by which the Crufade Chriftians were indifcriminately defcribed by the inha- 
bitants of Afia Minor. 

Saracen one of the names formerly given to the people of Arabia, may on a ground: 
fair enouzh be deduced from Sahara, which io the Arabic, figaifies a déefert, and may 
with equal propriety be given to the inhabitant of a barren region, as the term Highs. 
Jander, amony us, toth ref:dent of a mountainous country ; and 1 am the more induced 
to.adopt the probable truth of this derivation, as it was pointed out to me by the moft 
accurate fcholar (the prefent Archbiihop of York) of our Country. 
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horror, and accounted worfe than death. The Turcomans of this 
day, are a tribe of no important note; and their military opera- 
tions are directed chiefly to the attack of karavans and defencelefs 
villages. They are no longer that great and powerful people 
which produced a Zinjis and a Timur ; the conquerors of Afia, 
whofe pofterity were feen in this country, feated on the moft 
f{plendid throne of the world. It is now received as a general pofi- 
tion of hiftory, that thofe immenfe bodies of foldiers which fpread 
over and ultimately fubdued the dominion of Rome, under the 
name of Goths and Vandals, were the Tartars of Bochara, Kheiva 
and the fhores of the Cafpian. The prefent chief of the Turcoman 
tribe, refides at Bochara, where he keeps a moderate court, and ex- 
ercifes a very limited power. The Tartars of the more eaftern re- 
gions, the modern conquerors of China, who may be ranged under 
the common defignation of Kalmucks and Monguls, are divided 
into various roving herds, and would feem to be no longer a caufe of 
dread to the fouthern nations of Afia. | 

PREPARING this morning to proceed, I could neither find the 
horfe I had ridden yefterday, nor its mafter, who it appeared had 
proceeded alone an hour before the departure of the party. The 


The Mahometan fubjects of the Ottoman empire, are known in Europe by the 
common name of Turks, which immediately accords with one «f the grand defigna- 
tions ued by the Tartars, who wrefted that region from the Arabian khaliphat. And 
a caufe of a fimilar nature has probably induced many of the Hindoo traders, to apply 
the fame denomination to the Mahometans of India. 
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road being covered with a deep fnow, it was with great fatigye 
and exertions I could overtake the deferter, who frankly faid, that 
he was apprehenfive of not being paid by the hadji, but, that if I 
would anfwet for the payment of the hire, I might immediately 
mount his fteed. The adjuftment being fpeedily made, I rode on 
to Towrone ; from whence I fent back this fame perfon, on whom 
money had irrefiftible force, to bring the hadji’s tired horfe, which 
] learned from fome of the paffengers, was fcarcely able to crawl. 
Fearful of being altogether abandoned by Hadji Mahomet, I found 
it neceflary to fpeak to him in unreferved language, which was 
ftrongly fupported by a Perfian merchant, whofe notice I had ac 
quired, and after much oppofition, became fuccefsful. 

On the 3d, the kafilah halted in a defert, eight furfungs, at a 
{mall ftream, the only water feen in the courfe of this day’s jour- | 
ney; the Ghilan feid and I had filled our bottle for mutual ufe, 
and the bread, cheefe, and onions, which fupplied our evening 
meal, giving me a violent thirft, I made frequent applications to 
our water flock. The feid, feeing that I had taken more than a 
juft portion, required that the refidue fhould be referved for his 
ceremonial ablutions. 

Wu e the feid retired to pray, I went in fearch of fuel, 
and returning firft to our quarter, I haftily drank off the re- 
maining water, and again betook myfelf to wood-cutting, that 
I might not be difcovered near the emp y veffel by my affociate, 
who had naturally an irafcible temper. When 1 fuppofed he 

had 
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had returned from his prayer, I brought in a large load of wood, 
which I threw on the ground with an air of great fatigue, aid 
of having done a meritorious fervice. ‘* Aye,”’ fays he, ‘‘ while 
“I like a true believer have been performing my duty to God, 
“ and. you toiling to procure us firing for this cold night, 
* fome hardened kaufir, who I wifh may never drink again in 
‘* this world, has plundered the pittance of water which was 
‘‘ fet apart for my ablutions.” He made ftrict fearch among 
cur neighbours for the perpetrator of this robbery, as he termed 
it but receiving no fatisfactory information, he deliberately de- 
Irvered him or them to the charge of every devil in the infernal 
—_— and went grumbling to fleep. 

On the 4th, at Khanahoody, eight furfungs, a fortified and 
populous village, the refidence of Ifmael Khan, who poffeffes a 
{mall independant territory in this quarter. The road from 
Towrone, led in a weftern direction, through a defert track, In- 
terfperfed with low and bare hills. 

AsourT three miles to the eaftward of Khanahoody, a chain 
of mountains, of the medium altitude, extends in a north and 
fouth direétion, whofe weftern face is confiderably higher than 
that to the eaftward. This branch of hills, which feem to 
have a lang fcope, has effected a grand change in the courfe 
of the running waters. The ftreams on the weftern fide, have 
a fouth-weft current, and flow, I imagine, into the Cafpian fea, 
or into the head of the gulf of Perfia, while thofe on the 

eaftern | 
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eaftern fide, are probably carried to the more fouthern fhores 
of the Gulf. 

From the fummit of the Khanahoody hills, is feen, to the 
weft and north-weft, a wide extended plain, thickly covered 
with villages and arable lands; nor does a rifing ground in this 
direction interrupt the utmoft fcope of the eye. Here I mutt 
note, that this quarter of Perfia has now affumed its moft un- 
favorable appearance ; it being the depth of winter, when little 
vegetation is feen on the ground, and not a leaf on the trees: 
This day died an old man of our party, who had been long 
ailing ; and what was rather fingular, his death happened while 
he was on horfeback. | - 4 

On the sth, at Bearjumund, three furfungs, a populous 
village in the diftricts of Ifmael Khan. WHalted on the 6th, on 
account of the ficknefs of our kafilah director. Two of the 
pilgrims who were carpenters, made a litter for him, which was 
furnifhed with poles like a fedan, and carried by two mules, 
one of which was yoked before and the other behrnd the feat. 

On the 7th, at Nafirabad, nine furfungs, a {mall fortrefs 
in ruins, fituate on an eminence. We paffed at about midway 
through two uninhabited villages near each other, Kow and 
Kauff, noted places of rendezvous of the Turkoman bandit, 
and ftanding on one .of the grand roads from Perfia into. Tars 
tary. On approaching Nafirabad, I obferved numerous bones of 
a large fize ftrewed on the ground, and which I learned were 

-Vor. I. Z the 
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the remains of fome of the elephants of Nadir Shah, who had 
ordered them to be fent into the fouthern provinces, where the 
warmth of climate is better adapted to the health of thofe ani- 
mals: but many of them died on the journey. 

Persia, fince its empire has been rent into pieces, has fuf- 
fered fevere devaftations, and has been grievoufly depopulated. 
The various petty chiefs, who hold themfelves but the rulers of a 
day, are often incited to opprefs the inhabitants, and impofe 
heavy taxes on the merchant; yet thefe exactions might receive 
fome alleviation, did the governors exert any active efforts in de- 
fending their diftriéts from the depredations of the Tartars, who, 
even in parties of a hundred, are fcouring the country from Muf- | 
chid to the Cafpian fea ; and in the courfe of this laft year, a body 
of them, lefs than a thoufand, had penetrated to the environs of 
Ifpahan. Such acts of unreftrained violence, marked with every 
{pecies of barbarity, will point out fome of the evils, which have 
this day overwhelmed Perfta, which muft remain funk in this ins 
glorious obfcurity, until fome future hero fhall deftroy the prefent 
pigmy race, and raifing the ftructure of a new empire, fhall cal- 
lect its ftrength, and impart to it vigorous action. 

Aut the towns, villages, and even the fmalleft hamlets in 
the northern divifion of Perfia, though but at the diftance of 
half a inile from each other, are furrounded with walls, which 
feem to have been erected more as a fhelter againft domeftic 
robbery and private feuds, than the aflault of an enemy. In 

. confidering 
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confidering the perpetual alarms, folicitude and. machinations, 
which muft neceifarily agitate the inhabitants of this region, we 
are at a lofs, whether to confider them more as objects of re- 
proach for the depravity of their manners, or of pity, at view- 
ing the ftate of national debafement, to which they have been 
precipitated by the declenfion of their empire. 

On the 8th, at Shahroot, alfo called Buftan, four Hielitiai, | 
a {mall but populous town. From Nowblehuckum, the road 
lay abou tweft to Towrone, whence it had, I apprehend, a weft 
by north ‘dire€tion to Shabroot.* The horfe which I had hired 
from the hadji to carry me to Mazanderan, having died this 
day, I was detained on the road‘ to take care of my little - 
chattels,. which muft have been loft, had not fome of my ka- 
filah acquaintances each ee a portion, though their horfes 
were much jaded. ; 

PASSING over a fertile well watered plain, which {urrounds, 
to a wide {pace, the town of Shahroot, I came late in the evening 
to the karavanfera, where I found the Ghilan feid in pofleffion of 
an apartment, which he. had taken for our joint ufe. The cold 
was here extremely intenfe, and had reached the point, which the 
Perfians with a peculiar force of expreflion, term the Zerb Zim- 
miftan, the ftroke of winter. The fnow fell thickly about us, 


* The Tabrez pilgrims left Shahroot, about five miles to the right or weftward, 
and proceeded towards their own country by the way of Simna and Cabin. 
tf 
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and the piercing north wind made every creature fhrink from its 
blaft; nor were there many cordials at hand to qualify thefe 
rigors. 
Firine is fearcer here than in any part of Khorafan, it 1s of 
a bad quality for fuel, and much of it is of a green wood. Our 
lodging had no aperture but the door, which the feid, to {creen 
himfelf from the cold kept fhut; nor could my moft earneft in- 
treaty obtain any opening for the difcharge of the {moke. The 
omly material differences indeed exifting between us, arofe from 
this, and another defpotic arrangement of the feid, which ufed to 
caufe fome warm debates. 
Ir was my bufinefs, belng the more active member, to pur- 
chafe and bring in fuel, and before day light, to procure water 
and a light to warm the feid, and enable him to perform the abe 
Jution preparatory to prayer, an omiffion of which he would have 
dreaded as the precurfor of fome dire calamity. ‘The feid confented 
to kindle the fire, an office which I could never perform without 
fuffering acute pain in my eyes from the fmoke. ‘Thus were our 
Jabours, on principles fair enough, mutually divided ; but when 
we came to enjoy the fruits of it, this defcendant of his prophet, 
wrapped in a large cloak made of fheep fkins, would take fo un- 
accommodating: a poft at, or rather over our {mall fire, which was 
in a manner cmbraced by the extended fkirts of his garment, that 
I received no warmth; and I fhould not have known that a fire 
“was in the room, but for a profufion of {moke. I never remem- 
ber 
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ber to have fuffered fo much :nconveniency from the cold; nor 
could al] my wardrobe, heaped at once on my body, keep me 
from thivering. My anger would often break out to an extreme 
heivnt at the feii’s total feizure of the fire-place, and excited very 
impaffioned language; but which he never failed to allay, by fet-. 
ting forth, that he was old and infirm, that he had foregone alt 
his domeftic comforts, which were many, to vifit in the depth of 
winter a diftant fhrine, and that in confideration of a deed fo me- 
ritorious, and alfo of his holy defcent, it was my duty to affift 
and indulge his wants. oe 
My difpofition towards him, and a knowledge of moft of the 
facts fet forth, made his arguments unanfwerable ; and in return 
for the furrender of the hearth, I was invited to Ghilan, where he 
promifed to give mea wife out of his family, and fuitable provi- 
fion for my maintenance. Such was the ordinary refult of oug 
bickerings, and it always terded to make the connection more 
cordial. {n my little difputes on the road, the feid gave me vigo- 
rous fupport, and when any particular enquiry was made about 
my perfon, which it fometimes produced, ‘he would immediately 
affert that I belonged to him. I have been received as his fon, by 
thofe who only knew us en paflant; nor did our appearance dif- 
eredit the belief, for we were naturally of a fair complexion, of | 
the fame ftature, with greyifh eyes. 
Ar Shahroot we were frequently vifited by a Mazanderan 
fhoe~ 
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fhoemaker,* the moft efferverfcent zealot, that ever counted hit | 
beads or entered a mofque. Having thrown afide his tools and 
committed the fhop to the management of his wife, he had laid 
out the greateft portion of his property on a horfe, and a large © 
koran, and made the grand tour of all the celebrated pilgri- 
mages in Perfia. But. he grievoufly lamented that the narrow 
{tate of his fortunes, would not permit a vifitation at the holy 
tomb of his prophet, which only could make his death eafy, 
and his affurance of Heaven well founded. Exclufive of the or; 
dained prayers, he practifed many of a fubfidiary quality, which 
might be termed the half notes of fupplication, and thefe were 
mceffantly whined out with a deep nafal tone, and fometimes 
when his fpirit was violently agitated, he would difcharge them 
with a bellow, as if he meant to batter down the gates of Pas 
radife by {torm. a 
Tus fhoemaker was a little man, extremely irafcible, and © 
though immerfed in devotion, he did not fhew the {malleft re- 
miffion in the management of his temporal concerns. In an 
altercation with the feid, about the adjuftment of a very {mall 
accqunt, not more than three halfpence, a. furious conteft arofe 
which terminated wholly in favor of the fheemaker, his language 
which run with an obftreperous fluency, .ftunned and greatly ter- 


® The Perfian fhoemaker ig not as in India of the loweft ranks of the people, but 
claffes among the moft reputable tradefmen of his country. 
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rified my companion, who hearing himfelf in a breath called 
Chriftian, Jew, and Infidel, fled from the combat with precipi- 
tancy. This faid fhoemaker, by an ill-timed intrufion, had dif- 
covered me taking fome money out of my purfe; and imme- 
diately retiring, declared to all the people of the karavanfera, that 
the kachmiry, my travelling name at that time, was poflefied of | 
a large treafure in gold and diamonds, which he himfelf had feen. 
 Sucu a difcovery in a country governed even by the moft 
falutary laws, might have endangered my property. and perfon, 
bat in this quarter of the world, where a man’s throat is often 
cut for the fee fimple of his cloak, it placed me in eminent peril. 
But the chain of favorable events, little ftrengthened by my own 
merits, which had propitioufly conducted me from the banks of 
the Ganges, through many an ones track, ftill iain 
to lead me on fafely. | 

HAVING no important matter to 7 before you, I niu exe 
tend my égotifms, and inform you that Hadji Mahomet, having 
now arrived in the. territory of the Mazanderan chief, by whom 
he was favored, threw off all referve; te plainly told me, that 
inftead of looking to him for a future conveyance, I fhould think 
myfelf fortunate in not being charged with the price of his horfe, 
and the damage done to his wares. Seeing him equally empowered 
as difpofed to do me an injury, I cheerfully cancelled my en- 
gagements with him, on the provifo of obtaining his protection 
during the journey to Mazanderan. 

. SHAH- 
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SHAHROOT, with its independant diftricts including Nafir- 
abad, pertains properly, I believe, to the Khorafan divifion, though 
wt now holds of Afterabad,* which with Mazanderan and Hazaar- 
Tirreeb is governed by Aga Mahomed Khan, one of the mot 
important chiefs, now remaining in Perfia. The town of Shahroot 
is {mall and farrounded in fome parts with a flight earthen wall. 
The houfes from a want of wood are built of unburnt bricks, 
and covered with a flat arch of the fame materials. 

Many people are feen in this vicinity, whofe nofes, fingers, 
and toes; have been deftroyed by the froft, which is faid to be 
feverer at Shahroot, than any part of Perfia. The principal traf- 
fick of this diftrict arifes from the export of cotton, unwrought 
aad in. thread, to Mazanderan ; and the returns from thence are - 
made in Ruffian ‘bar-iron and fteel, a little broad-cloth, chiefly 
of Dutch manufacture, copper and cutlery. . Sugar, from its high 
price, being rarely ufed by the lower clafs of Perfians, they have 
adapted to its purpofes a fyrup called Sheerah, made of ttie 
mf{piffated juice of grapes; but it feemed to be of an irritating 
and inflammable quality; and moft of them mix with their 
food the expreffed juice of the four pomegranate, which makes 
a high flavored and falubrious acid. 

On the the 17th of January, I joined a cotton kafilah, and 


* Shahroot lyes about one hundred miles to the eaftward of the town of Afterabad. 
: ' proceeded 
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proceeded to Dhey * Mollah, a fmall walled village, four furfungs. 
The horfe which I had hired at Shahroot was ftrong and well } 
paced, and promifed to be a very valuable acquifition, as a great 
part of the Mazanderan road, lies over a mountainous country, 
covered with forefts agd interfected by rapid ftreams. 

AT Dhey Mollah, the feid and I were entertained with cor- 
dial hofpitality ; a benefit wholly afcribed to the inherent and — 
contingent virtues of my companion, who from defcent, as well 
as his late arduous pilgrimage, had a twofold claim on the be- 
nevolence of his countrymen. I fhould be deficient indeed, in 
ordinary gratitude, did I not feel the kind offices of this feid, 
who {moothed the many inconveniencies which often croffed my 
way, and procured for me accommodations not attainable by com- 
mon travellers. The fruits of this village, fome of which were 
yet frefh, are in great eftimation, particularly the pomegranet, 
which is not inferior to that of Hadjiabad. This quarter of Per- 
fia produces a variety of vegetables, as cabbages, carrots, - peas, 
and tyrnips; the latter of an excellent kind, and compofes in 
the feafon a principal portion of the food of the inhabitants. 
On the 18th, at Tauck, a {mall fort, five anda half furfungs. 
This day an intenfe froft, which had congealed all the ftanding 
water, kept me fhivering with cold during the firft part of the 
journey. About eight miles to the fouth-eaft of Tauck, ftands 


* Dhey in the Perfic, fignifies a village. 
Vou. Il. _ Aa on a 
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on a fpacious plain, the town of Dumgam, whofe lofty mina- 
rets are feen at a great diftance. This plain has become famous, 
in the latter annals.of Perfia, for a victory obtained by Nadir 
Shah, before the period of his fovercignty, over the Afghan Afhruf, 
who then held pofleffion of Ifpahan. The battle which was {e- 
vere but decifive, twelve of thirty thoufand Afghans being it 1s 
faid, either killed or taken, advanced Nadir high in the eftima- 
tion of Shah Thamas, who was prefent in the action. As a dif- 
tinguifhed mark of his favor, and ‘one of the moft honourable, 
which the Perfian princes ufed to confer on a fubject, he per- 
mitted Nadir to be denominated the royal flave, by the title of 
Thamas Kuli.* 

Ir would afford me a fenfible pleafure, were I enabled to 
point out to you, any monuments of the former grandeur and 
magnificence of the Perfian empire, which has been feen to run a 
long courfe of glory, and to often combat with fuccefs the legions 
of Rome ; yet where are now the Roman eagles, that were wont to 
ftun the world with the cry of victory ? Where are now the fteeled 
bands of Perfia, who infulted the corfe of a Roman general and 
exhibited a captive Cefar, as a gazing {tock to barbarous nations? 
They have been fmote by the deftructive hand of time, which 
points with derifion at their puny race, and at the inftability of 


*-This event which is mentioned in Frazer's a@count of Nadir Shah, happened in 
the year 1729. 
human 
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human power, It isin the fouth of Perfia, where the relics of 
its ancient grandeur are to be fought, but even there, the mif- 
fhapen ruins of Babylon and Perfepolis faintly mark the prif- 
tine grandeur and coftly tafte of its princes. 

THe upper provinces, though affording the grand fupply of 
brave and hardy foldiers, were rarely vifited by the luxuriéus mo- 
-narchs of Perfia, who dreading the bleak air and barren afpect 
of the north, eftablifhed their refidence in milder climates, whi- 
ther they carried the improvements of knowledge and the refine- 
ments of. art. Among the inftitutions beft fitted to give perma- 
nency to the Perfian empife, were it invefted with individual fo- 
vereignty, policy would urge the removal of its capital to Kho- 
rafan, famous for the falubrity of its air, and the military abi- 
lity of its inhabitants. Its fituation is alfo well adapted for 
checking the incurfions of the Tartar and Afghan nations, and 
it poffeffes a city,* held by the Perfians, in enthufiaftic reve- 
rence. ; , 

IspAHAN and Shiraz, feated in the centre of a country en- 
joying a foft ferenity of atr, and replete with the various incite- 
ments to luxury, muft foon enervate their inhabitants and pro- 
mote the influence of corruption. The Perfians fay that, Kareem 
Khan, one of the late chiefs of the fouthern provinces, was often 


urged by his officers to carry his arms into Khorafan, a conqueft 


® Mufchid. 
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which would neceflarily have given him ti: fupreme dominion 
of Perfia; but though brave and enterprizing, he had too Icng 
indulged in the pleafures of Shiraz, and ufed to palliate his 1¢- 
luétance to the propofed expedition, by obferving that after the 
long and dangerous fiege of a {mall fort, nothing would be found 
in it, But a few bags of chopped ftraw for his horfe. Yet he 
muft have been aware that Khorafan would have reinforced his 
army with thofe foldiers, who empowered Nadir to expel the Turks 
and Afghans from Perfia, and overthrow the empire of India. 
The northern regions were long the nurfery of a hardy and preda- 
tory militia, who from their bleak plains and mountains, were 
wont to pour their force upon the nations of the fouth, but who 
in their turn felt the force of fiercer and more barbarous tribes, 
until continued emigrations wafted the ftock, and witheld the 
power of foreign conqueft. | 

On the rgth, at Killautau, five and a half furfungs, an open 
village fituate on the declivity of a hill. ‘This day’s journey led 
over a gradual afcent, interfperfed with low wood, and {cattered 
{paces of arable land. This being the laft ftation on the road, 
where bread is to be procured on the eaft fide of the Mazanderan 
limits, I procured a neceffary fupply. 

On the 2oth, at Killaufir, five and a half furfungs, a range of 
ruined buildings on an eminence, a mile’s diftance to the northward 
of the {mall village of Hirroos. The proprietor of my horfe, a car- 
rier, went out of the road from this place to vifit his family refi- 
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dence, and wifhed much to carry me with him; the deviation from 
our track being but fhort, [had confented to the propofal, and was 
about turning into the path which led to his village, when 
Hacji Mahomet arrived and prevented me. 

As this was among the very few marks of goodnefs which 
I experienced from the hadji, to notice it, is but fimple juftice 
to his character, of which perhaps, you are already impreffed 
with an ill opinion. Taking me aijide, he enjoined me, in a 
manner which evinced an honeft concern, not on any pretence 
to proceed to the carrier’s village; that the ftory of the fhoe- — 
maker had circulated a general belief of my great wealth, and 
that the carriers had been heard in concerting fchemes to rob, 
and even deftroy me; that if fuch was their defign, there were 
few actions, he obferved, however atrocious, which thefe men 
would not perpetrate, when plunder was the object; and that 
the fituation of the village, which was detached and inhabited 
only by their families, would equally facilitate the purpofe, as 
preclude a difcovery. 

Tus reprefentation determined me againft leaving the party ; 
but having before confented to accompany the carrier, to whom 
the caufe of the refufal could not be affigned, I impofed the 
tafk upon the hadji, who immediately making it his own bufi- 
nefs, told the carrier, in a ftern tone, that as I was under his 
charge, he would not permit me to be feparated from him. 
Though the carrier continued to urge his purpofe by a long and 
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{trenuous argument, he was overruled by the hadji, who by fome 
degree of compulfion, configned my horfe to the charge of another 
perfon. As we rode on, the hadji congratulated my near efcape 
from a combination, which muft have been fatal to my perfon, or 
deprived me of my property; for that many robberies were com- 
mitted in thefe parts, and ufually accompanied by murder. 

Tuis night I lodged in the remains of a bath, which feemed to 
have pertained to fome place of greater note, than the appearance 
of the adjacent ruins indicated. The Ghilan feid had not joined 
me in the latter part of the journey, according to a ufage obferved 
by us, for adjufting the concerns of our evening meal, but more 
prudently went to Hirroos, where he was well received. Being 
now habituated to the ferl’s company, which had become equally 
amufing and convenient, for even our little difputes had a riftble 

tendency, I fenfibly felt its lof. Though our acquaintanee was 
| of fuch fhort duration, I already began to efteem this man as a 
trufty friend ; fo natural and immediate is the propenfity to cleave 
to what gives us folace and relieves our anxiety ; nor 1s any object 
more completely vefted with this property, than a pleafant com- 
panion. ¢ 

CorRDIAL connections and the interchange of good offices, no 
where make a quicker progrefs than in the courfe of a journey. 
Travellers, aware of the approach of a period, which is to caufe a 
general, probably a final feparatron, occupy to the beft advantage, 
the limited extent of their affociations; and as few felfith views 
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have time to {pring up, thefe contingent compacts ufually abound 
in good humour and good faith. In India, they have in common 
circulation, as a fentence expreffive of the pleafures arifing from 
curfory focieties and parties, cafually formed, ‘‘ Enjoy this meet- 
“ing as a gift fnatched from fate; for the hour of departure 
“ ftands on your head.” Being now about to enter a province, 
different in its afpect and production from that of Khorafan, I 
will here draw the line of divifion, which may be done with the 
more propriety at Killaufir, as it will alfo mark the eaftern limit 
ef Hazaar Jireeb,* a {mall diftrict dependant on Mazanderan. 
From Shahroot, the road has nearly a weftern direction, 
through a country generally open. Low hills are alfo feen at 
wide intervals. The foil is a mixture of fand and earth, and well 
cultivated as far as the vicinity of Killantau, where the vallies be- 
come more contracted, and leave but fmall fpaces for agriculture, 
The fides of the hills are chiefly appropriated to the paftures of 
fheep, which are numerous and of an excellent kind. | 
On the 21ft, at Challoo, four furfungs, a {mall open village, 
on the eaftern fide of the bafe of a fteep hill, and clofe on the 
brink of a rapid ftream, which was dafhed with a bold and beau- 
tiful effect on the rocks that lay thickly fcattered in its bed. We 
had now entered a country over{pread with mountains and forefts, 
in which were many oak trees, but their dwarfifh appearance 


© Hazaar in the Perfic, fignifies a thoufand, and Jireeb, a meafurement of Land. 
fhewed 
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fhewed that they wanted a kinder foil and climate. At Challoo, 
the feid largely reaped the fruits of his pilgrimage and his facred 
defcent. He and confequently his affociate, for he never failed to 
divide with me the good things which fell to his lot, were lodged 
in a mofque, and hofpitably treated by the inhabitants, who fup- — 
plied us in the firft inftance with great ftore of fuel, which ena- 
bled us to hold out again{t a heavy ftorm of fnow, and a piercing 
_ north wind; and without which, indeed, our fpacious and airy 
apartment muft have been untenable. 

Ir was with pleafure I again faw an open village ; it exhibited 
a ruftic fimplicity and a peaceful confidence, which I think could 
not have exifted within a rampart. The inhabitants alfo, if 
their kindnefs to us has not biafled me too much in their favor, 
| feemed to be more civilized and humane, than the people of 
Khorafan. The houfes here are built with flat roofs, fupported 
with large beams, which the adjacent forefts plentifully fupply. 
A continuance of the ftorm, detained us on the 22d, at Chal- 
loo, where we found no abatement of the hofpitality of the in- 
habitants, who furnifhed every thing that could render our fitu- 
ation commodious. . 

On the 23d, in the morning, our party moved and penetrated 
through a mountainous country, interfected with rivulets, and 
clofely covered with large trees, which being {tripped of their leaves, 
I could not afcertain the different fpecies, nor could the carriers, 
whofe only knowledge feems to confift in driving horfes. Halted, 

at 
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at the diftance of five furfungs from ChaNoo, under fome trees, 
about one hundred yards from the fide of the road, where we kept 
a large fire burning throughout the night; not for deterring the 
attack of wild beafts, which are not numerous in thefe woods, but 
to qualify the intenfe coldnefs of the air. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs through the foreft. In 
the evening, while I was riding alone, the party, which had pro- 
ceeded a fhort way before me, turned quickly into the wood, and 
came to their ftation-ground. It was in vain that I endeavoured 
to trace any marks of men or horfes; for the ground to a great 
extent was ftrewed with leaves. My horfe, on haying for fome 
time loft fight of the party, became reftlefs, and I thought much 
terrified. It neighed inceffantly, and though a willing, active 
animal, would not move in any direction but with reluéctance. 
My fituation grew alarming; it was growing dark, and I found 
myfelf bewildered in an immenfe foreft, with fcarcely the hope of 
obtaining relief during that night. 

In fearching for a fpot to faften the horfe, and lay myfelf 
down, good fortune threw in my way two men, who were driving 
a loaded bullock and an afs. Without noticing my embarraffment, 
which they might have made an ill ufe of, or even making any _ 
enquiries, I learned that a part of the kafilah had proceeded on 
the road which they were purfuing, and going with them about - 
two miles, I found Hadji Mahomet, with fome other paffengers, 
refrefhing themfelves on a fmall plain, fkirted by a ftream of 

Vox. II. Bb ., water. 
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water. The proprietor of the horfe, who had followed, expreffed 
much difpleafure at my quitting him, which he afcribed to the } 
council of the hadji, whom he fpoke of with a fneer, and laughed 
at the fort of protection which I had chofen. | 

On this night was.feen by moft of the paffengers, a ftar, with — 
a brightly illuminated tail, which I apprehend, from its form and 
quick motion, muft have been a comet. Hadji Mahomet now 
became profufe in his offers of fervice ; he promifed me every ac- 
commodation at Mazanderan, as a fupply of cloths, for I was 
ill apparelled, a proper place of lodging, and to difpatch me 
with fafety to the quarter of my deftination. This man, though 
one of the moft acute and knowing of his fect, did not feem 
to entertain any idea of my being a Chriftian; yet he fufpected 
the truth of my narrative, or rather, he did not believe a word 
of it; but imagined that I was a trader in jewels, which were 
concealed about my perfon. 

Desirous of knowing the ftate of the Ruffian navigation, 
on the Cafpian fea, I had fought the information with too much 
earneftnefs, which created a fufpicion at Shahroot, that I was a 
Ruffian, efcaped from the captivity of the Tartars, and return- 
ing to my own country. But this conjecture ceafed, when it 
was known that I had come from the eaftern fide of Perfia. 

On the 24th, proceeded five furfungs, through the foreft. 
The greateft part of this day’s journey, lying over fteep hills of 
a moilt clayey foil, became of difficult accefs to our cattle. 

The 
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The carriers of this road, ufually employ mares for the con- 
veyance of merchandize, being more tractable than ftallions, and 
requiring lefs attendance. They are indeed as quiet as any do- 
meftic animal, and though feeding at large, during the night, 
they never ftrayed from the vicinity of the ftation. 

On returning this evening, from a fmall excurfion into the 
foreft, I found that my Ghilan affociate had left his quarters 
and gone over to the perfon who has ‘been before mentioned, 
as the travelling afliftant of Hadji Mahomet. He was alfo a 
native of Ghilan, well known to the feid, and being ftout and 
hale, had previoufly to their departure, agreed to be the feid’s 
affiftant durmg the pilgrimage; it was a concern of moment fo 
this old infirm man, in the various accidents to which a long and 
harraffing journey was liable, to have fo capable a companion; 
and the Ghilanee, to corroborate the fincerity of his offer, had 
formally pledged himfelf on the koran. There was every reafom 
to credit the feid’s relation of this compact, for he was an invio- 
Jable obferver of the truth, and I have myfelf often witneffed the 
ill treatment which he experienced from his countrymen. But 
being now near home, where a retaliation might be feared, he 
hhad aflumed fo genuinely the femblance of contrition, that in the 
fpace of my fhort abfence, the feid’s full forgivenefs was obtaincd, 
aud the promife of future.union. On feeing me, the feid feemetl 
coibarratied, but faid nothing, and while I was preparing a flender 
fupper, my, attention. »vas raufed by a loud noile of altercation 
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~ from the Ghilan quarter, where I faw a furious debate waging be- 
tween the members of the new alliance. The old pilgrim foon re- 
turned to me, entreating with many confeffions of his credulous 
folly, to occupy his former ftation. 

On the 25th, completed, in a journey of five furfungs, the 
paflage of the foreft, and haltéd on its weftern edge. This day 
we frequently croffed the Mazanderan river, which, after winding 
in various directions, takes a northweft courfe through the flat 
quarter of the province, and falls into the Cafpian fea at Mufchid 
Sir. This ftream is rapid among the hills, but fordable for laden 
horfes. And on reaching the plains, it flows with an eafy current. 
At a toll-houfe within the fkirt of the foreft, the merchants paid a 
fmall duty, and I was affefled a few pence, on the fcore of being 
a ftranger. ; 

In my way through this extenfive foreft, I did not fee the vef- 
tige of a habitation, nor any culture, except fome very narrow 
{trips of land, thinly interfperfed at the bafe of the hills. But 
the vallies now opened and exhibited a pleafing picture of plenty 
and rural quiet. The villages all open and neatly built; the 
verdant hills and dales, encircled by ftreams of delicious water, 
prefented a fcene that gave the mind ineffable delight. The air, 
though in winter, was mild, and had the temperature of an Eng- 
hith climate in the month of April. This ehange of weather, ef- 
fected within fo fhort a {pace of time, arifes from the low fitua- 
tion of the province, its near vicinity to the Cafpian fea, and the 
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fhelter of the adjacent mountains. The fheep in numerous flocks 
were feeding on all fides, but they are of a lefs fize than thofe 
of Khorafan, and have not the large ponderous tail which is pe- 
culiar to this animal, in the countries lying between the Indus 
and the eaftern confines of Mazanderan; neither is their fleth 
fo fat or well tafted. 

On the 26th, at Sari, three furfungs, a fortified town and ‘the 
refidence of Aga Mahomed Khan, the chief of Mazanderan, After- 
abad, and fome diftricts fituate in Khorafan. The country in this 
day’s journey was flat and woody, interfperfed with {mall ftreams, 
and bounded to the north-eaft and fouth-weft by a low range of 
hills. The kafilah having halted about two miles to the fouthward 
of Sari, the feid and I walked into the town, which we found had 
grievoufly fuffered by the effects of a late fire. We were ftopped at 
the gate-guard, which was under the charge of an Abyfitnian flave,* 
who after making the common enquiries permitted us to pafs. 
The market of Sari is plentifully fupphied with provifions, among 


* A native of this quarter of Africa, is denominated Hubfhi, among the Mahome- 
tans, and js held in high eftimation in Atia, for a fuppofed characteriftic fidelity to the 
fervice in which he is employed. Abyffinians are frequently feen about the perfons of 
princes, where they hold {tations of confidence. And at the Porte, as eunuchs, they 
are entrufted with the whole interior managament of the imperial haram ; the females 
of this tribe, though deficient in thofe external charms, which are fo eagerly fought af- 
ter by the Mahometans, and which indeed diffufe pleafure am ng all the fons of men, 
are alio greatly prized for many domeftic virtues, and efpecially for their chafticy. 
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which is feen the grey mullet, a fifh abounding in all the rivers 
which fail into the fouthern fliore of the Cafpian fea. 

Sarr is rather a fmall town, but crouded with, inhabitants, 
many of whom are merchants’ of credit, who refort thither for 
the purpofe of fupplying the chief and his officers with articles of 
foreign produce. A fociety of Armenians 1s eftablifhed in the 
vicinity of the town, where’ they exercife a various traffic and 
manufaéture a f{pirit diftilled from grapes, of which Aga Mahomed 
drinks freely, though this habit does not feem to operate to the 
prejudice of the people. This chief has the reputation of being 
attentive to bufinefs, and of pofleffing an extenfive capacity, which 
is indeed obvious to common notice, throughout all parts of his. 
government. The walls of the town are kept in good condition 
and the ditch though narrow is deep, and fufficiently tenable 
again{ft any force now exifting in this country. 

A PALACE has been lately built at Sari, of commodious neat 
ftructure, though of limited fize, and has a more compaét appear- 
ance than any building which I have feen in Perfia. The front is 
occupied by a fmall efplanade, on which are mounted three pieces 
of cannon, with carriages of good workmanfhip fixed on three 


wheels. Aga Mahomed, a Perfian, of the Kajar tribe,* is about 
fifty 


* A word in the provincial language of Mazanderan, fignifying a rebel or a defer- 
ter, and the name of cn extenfive trib:, chiefly refiding in Mazanderan and Afterabad. 
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fifty years of age, and the fon of Mumtaz Khan,* who in the dif 
tractions which involved Perfia, fubfequent to the death of Na- 
dir Shah, ftood forth among the various competitors for the 
throne, and was for a fhort period, declared head of the empiré 
by a large party of the people. But he was ultimately com- 
pelled to yield to the fuperior force of Kareem Khan, by whom 
he was put to death. The family of Mumtaz Khan, falling alfo 
into the hands of the conqueror, he deprived Aga Mahomed, the 
~ eldeft fon of virility. I am not enabled to give you any fatis- 
faftory information of the events which promoted the enlarge- 
ment of this chief, and in quick gradation invefted him with the 
pofleffion of an extenfive territory. 

In a country where the evolutions and caprice of fortune 
are exhibited in infinite multiplicity, and her wheel whirls with 
a velocity that confounds obfervation, where the flave of the morn- 
ing is often feen at noon exalted on the ruins of his matter, it 
becomes a perplexed difguifing taik, to trace the fteps which lead 
to honors and power; nor does it adequately reward the enquiry 
of reafon. Such tranfittons may be fummarily afcribed to the 
general depravity of a people, who unreftrained by laws, or even, 


Like the Rajahpoots of India, the Kajars are ufually devoted to the profeffion of arms, 
and they compofe the largeft portion of the foldicry of thefe provinces. They are men- 
tioned by Mr. Hanway in his relation of his tranfactions at Afterabad. 

® He was alfo called Fultah Ali Khan. 
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the habits of juftice, give a loofe to every impulfe, which pro- 
mifes the gratification of ambition, avarice or revenge. 

Aca Mahomed has become, fince the death of Kareem Khan, 
the moft powerful chief of Perfia. He has many brothers, one 
of whom, Jaffier Kooly, governs Balfrofh, the principal town of 
Mazanderan ; but his conduét is narrowly watched and his au- 
thority fo limited, that he cannot iffue a paflport to a Ruffian tra- 
ding veffel without the affent of Aga Mahomed. The forces of | 
this chief, on occafions of fervice, may amount to fifteen thou- 
fand cavalry, which were embodied in the courfe of the laft-year, 
when he overun Ghilan, and plundered Refhd, the refidence of 
Hydeat Khan, the ruler of the province, who, with his family and 
treafure, fought refuge in the Ruffian factory of Enzillee* until 
the Mazanderan troops had evacuated the country. 
| Ir appears that Aga Mahomed 1s preparing another attack, 

which is thought will fpeedily be effected, unlefs he is deterred 
by the power of the Ruffians, who having long derived exten- 
five advantages from the commerce of Ghilan, feem difpofed to 
efpoufe its caufe. Aga Mahomed is at this time, the only Per- 
fian chief bordering on the Cafpian fea, whom the empire of 
Ruffia has yet made tributary, or rendered fubfervient to its 


policy. 


© Situate near the border of the Cafpian fea, about fix miles to the northward 
of Refhd. 
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AxpovurT a year ago a {mall Ruffian fquadron arriving at Afh- 
roff, a capacious bay on the Afterabad fhore, the commanding 
officer directed a large building to be conftruéted near the fore, 
for the purpofe of accommodating his crew, and probably to lay 
the bafis of fome future plan. When the building was nearly fi- 
nifhed, Aga Mahomed to whom this procedure had given alarm, 
invited the commodore, an inexperienced young man, with his 
officers, to an entertainment given at Afterabad, on the celebra- 
tion of fome Mahometan feftival. Many of the Ruffians with 
their officer went to the Perfian feaft, where they were fuddenly 
feized and put into confinement.. Aga Mahomed then affeCted 
to exprefs much refentment at the conduct of the Ruffians, in 
having erected withaut permiffion, fo large and folid a building 
in his country. It was in vain that the Ruffian expatiated on 
the treachery of the aét, and fo glaring a violation of hofpita- 
lity. He was refolutely anfwered, that unlefs his men were di- 
rected to demolifh the building, the party fhould be detained 
in prifon, and perhaps meet with a worfe fate. 

Tue commodore dreading the effects of this threat, difpatched 
the neceflary orders to the fquadron ; and when the work was 
performed, he and his companions were releafed. The officer was 
foon after difmiffed from the command of the Cafpian fquadron, 
and banifhed from the court. - The emprefs feverely cenfured his 
breach of military conduct, which on account of youth, and a 
regard for his family, fhe obferved had not been noticed with the 

- Vou. II. Cc . deferved 
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deferved punifhment. Aga Mahomed lately received an addrefs 
from the Ruffian government, threatening hin, it is faid, with a 
fevere vengeance for the infult offered to their flag, unlefs he made 
a fpeedy atonement. But it does not feem that this chief 1s dif- 
pofed to fhew any refpect to the requifition ; and if credit 1s to 
be given to a general rumour, another decent on Ghilan may be — 
foon expected, the probability of which is corroborated by a pro- 
hibition of all intercourfe with the inhabitants of that province. 

On the 27th, we left Sari, and proceeding five furfungs, 
through a country interfperfed with plain and foreft, halted on 
the fkirt of a wood near the high road. At half the diftance 
ef this day*s journey, crofled a fordable ftream, which runs to 
the left or north-weft, and falls into the Mazanderan river. The 
carriers were {topped at the paflage, and ordered to convey on 
their horfes a quantity of ftones, and place them in certain 
fwampy parts of the great road, leading from Sari to Balfrofh ; 
which, it 1 faid, was firft conftruéted by Shah Abbas, and ap- 
pears to have been cut through a foreft. 

Ar three miles to the fouthward of our laft night's halting place, 
we paffed through the {mall village of Alhabad, which has a 
daily market well fupplied with bread, cheefe, and fuch provifions 
as are adapted to the refrefhment of travellers, for the ufe of 


_ whom it feems ta have been wholly eftablifhed. 


On the 29th of January, our party arrived at Balfroth, four 
and a half furfungs. The read this day was the worft I ever 
. , had 
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had travelled on, and required, in the winter feafon, continued 
labour to make it paflable. Though deep ditches are extended 
on each fide and drains cut acrofs, to carry off the extraordinary 
moifture of the foil, we proceeded with much difficulty and ha- 
zard, The carriers at certain ftations, were required to deliver 
their refpective portions of ftones, and the defaulters, among whom 
I was clafled, were detained by the officers of government ; here 
I might have incurred a long delay, had not the Ghilan feid inter- 
poted his good offices for me as a pilgrim and his friend. It was 
then foon feen in what a favourable light we were beheld. Our 
hands were even kiffed in token of reverence, The proprietor of 
my horfe having no religious virtues to plead, and his quantity of . 
ftones being found very infufficient, he was not permitted to pals ; 
and while he with many others were endeavouririg to qualify the 
demand, the feid and I agreed to proceed to Balfrofh, that we 
might be theltered againft the weather, which this day had fet . 
an with drifts of {mall rain and a fevere cold. | 
In high anticipation of the pleafures in ftore for us at the 
capital, we were overtaken by the carrier, who foaming with rage, . 
at this my fecond defertion, as he termed it, accufed me of an at- 
tempt to fteal his mare. Nor was his paffion allayed, until 1 
promifed him a large difh of pillaw, to be ready at his arrival 
an Balfroth. : 
At the diftance of two miles on the fouth fide of the town, 
is feen a {mall ifland in the river, where Shah Abbas erected a 
C c.2 a palace, 
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palace, whofe roof with the bridge of communication, has lately 
been applied by the governor of Balfrofh to fome domeftic pur- 
pofes. After paying double the ftipulated hire, and the fine in™ 
pillaw, I difcharged the carrier who, like all thofe of his profef- 
fion within my knowledge, was an arrant knave. But knavery 
conftitutes a grand branch of his profeffion, and does not 
heavily affect the purfe of the traveller, who if he wifhes to 
journey on with comfort, and have his name puffed, fhould 
heartily feed his carrier; and as the common nature of man re- 
quires indulgence, occafionally wink at his roguery. Not to go- 
~vern too much has been a maxim of long ftanding in the po- 
licy of nations, nor is it lefs neceffary to the welfare and quiet 
~ of domeftic ceconomy. 

Ar Balfrofh I was informed that three Ruffian veflels were 
lying in the road of Mufchid Sir, and would fail in a few days 
to Baku.* It now behoved me to act warily, and to wind up 
with difcretion an adventure which had hitherto been fuccefs- 
‘fal, and had at this: place reached a crifis, which mutt either 
produce a happy, or a dangerous iffue. To this period I had 
aflumed, with good fortune, the Mahometan character, without 
which, the journey I think could not have been performed, ef- 
pecially from Turthifh to the Cafpian fea. I had been admitted, 
without referve, into the fociety of Mahometans, and had lived. at 


* A port on the weftern coaft of the Cafpian fea. 
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the fame board with the moft zealous and fcrupulous, fome of 
whom, being now on the fpot, would, on a difcovery of my 
perfon, inveterately refent the deceit. It was firft expedient to 
quiet the mind of the feid, who lodging in the fame apartment, 
muft neceflarily become acquainted with my departure. Telling 
him that I was going to make a pilgrimage at a tomb,* much re- 
forted to by the. Perfians, in the vicinity of Mufchid Sir, and 
leaving a few things which would be ufeful, I bade him adieu 
with an air of ,unconcern, yet breathing a filent, fervent with, 
that this old man, whom I was never to fee again, might expe- 
rience every good in the difpenfation of providence. 

Musinc on the fcenes which of late had .been fhifted with 
a rapid diverfity, and on the fingular, yet interefting connections — 
which I had formed in the courfe of my journey, I travelled 
on to Mufchid Sir; a {fcattered village, fituate on the eaftern 
bank of the Mazanderan river, about ten miles diftant from 
Balfrofh, and two from the Cafpian fea. On feeing the Ruf- 
fian quarter, I fent back a horfe which I had hired, and pre- 
fented myfelf to a perfon who was pointed out to me as the 
mafter of a Ruffian veffel; but he did not underftand any lan- 
guage that I fpoke:; To obviate this embarrafiment, an inter- 
preter was called in, and being informed that he was a Ruf- 


* The place of interment of a fon of Mouza Kazim, one of the twelve Imaums 
of the Perfians. 
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fian, I related my ftory without referve; that I was an Englith 
gentleman, who from motives of curtofity and pleafure, had 
travelled from Bengal, through the northern parts of India and 
Perfia, and that I now intended to proceed by the way of 
Ruffia to England. 

Tue linguift exprefied furprize at the relation, whicli he 
feemed to doubt; but a repetition, accompanied with that con- 
fidence which only arifes from truth, noticing alfo that I was 
enabled to reward any good office, gave my relation credit, at 
leaft with the Ruffian. The mafter agreed to convey me to Baku, 
whither his veffel was configned ; and obferved, that the command- 
ing officer of a frigate lying at that port, would give the neceffary 
direGtions for my future procedure. The matter being thus hap- 
pily arranged, I was invited to partake of a mefs of fifh-broth, 
-ferved up in a large wooden bowl; of which the mafter, fix or 
feven failors, and myfelf, made a hearty meal ; to me it was a re- 
gale; both from its being really a favory one, and from the manner 
of participation, to which I had been long a ftranger. 

Tuz Ruffian habitations at Mufchid Sir, are-rudely conftruc- 
ted, and far from being clean. The fides are about five feet high, 
and compofed of branches of trees, twifted between ftakes, ftuck 
at {mail diftances in the ground; and the roof is of thatched ftraw. 
The furniture, equally fimple and coarfe, confifts of fome narrow 
wooden beds, a long board, raifed in the centre to eat at, anda 
few ftools, or buckets inverted to fit on. But the practice of 
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living hard, in all its variations, from eating ftale barley bread to 
fleeping on fnow, had formed me into a complete veteran, fo that | 
the Ruffian cabin, with its affemblage of rough utenfils, was to 
my fight a garnifhed hotel. And the knife, wooden fpoon, and 
platter, luxuries of a fuperior order. 

In the firft days of my refidence at this place, I fenfibly expe- 
rienced a refrefhment of mind and body. I had been accuftomed 
to rife in the morning before day-break, with my hands and feet 
genearlly -beriumbed with cold, when after packing my baggage, 
I was obliged to take a part in the bufinefs of the camel-driver or 
the carrier ; nor did the end of the day’s journey, often bring with 
it more than the bare{t accommodation, or afford me much matter 
of intellectual gratification. But thefe inconveniencies were alk 
done away, and my meals as my fleep, became falutary and regular. 
Being thus relieved from labour, anxiety, and the miceflant tafk 
of fupporting a feigned character, I thought myfelf happy, and 
as happinefs largely arifes from comparifon and the excurfions of 
fancy, to which I now gave an ample f{cope, this was perhaps the 
mott pleafurable period of my life. | | 

Tus Cafpian fea prefented a grand {cene, and its waves. dafh- 
ing againft the fhore, produced with a delightful found, the ex- © 
ulting retrofpect of dangers paffed; yet I endeavoured to check - 
this rifing fally of prefumption, ill fuited to the nature of man, 
by confidering that the accomplifhment of my journey was greatly 
promoted by a train of events, in which my own exertions had 

but 
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but a trivial fhare. Common tradition, and certain ideas which 
are arbitrarily located in the minds of moft men, had figured to 
me a Ruffian, tall, robuft, of a fierce afpeét, of barbarous man- 
ners, and uncouth deportment. In fhort, truth obliges me to fay 
that I had ever affimilated the idea of an urfa major with a native 
of Ruffia, and it would have been equally difficult to have fepa- 
rated thefe figures in my mind, as meagernefs from a French- 
man, or corpulence from a Hollander. But I muft crave par- 
don of the Ruffian nation. at large, for this and other erroneous 
opinions which I had formed of it. , 

In the firft inftance, I faw that the Ruffians were evidently of 
~ lower ftature, than moft of the northern people of Europe, and. 
generally had the thick form of a Tartar, with his broad vifage. 
Thofe who are not in the fervice of government, encourage the. 
. growth of the beard; they wear a long outer veft, which is faft- 
ened round the middle with a girdle ; their fhirt, - like that of. the 
Mahometans, hangs over the breeches, which are fhort, and they 
ufually wear boots. Their hair falls loofely down the neck, and 
they cover the head, when abroad, with a cap or bonnet, -which 
is taken off in the houfe, and in the interchange of courtefy. 
They poflefs an addrefs and fuavity of manners, even in ordinary 
life, which would not difgrace men of a much higher clafs, among 
‘nations deemed the moft polite. The entrance of a Ruffian intoa 
room at firft furprized me; for, inftead of noticing any perfon in 
it, he uncovers his head, and with an air of humble reverence, 
offers 


FORSTER’S TRAVELS. a0. 


offers up a prayer to the picture of the virgin and an infant 
Jefus, which is exhibited in the moft confpicuous part of every 
apartment. Having performed this ceremony he falutes the com- 
pany, and- at departure the obferves the like ufage. I am by no 
means empowered to afcertain the virtual opinions which the 
Ruffians entertain of their national religion, or to what-extent 
they may operate in a moral tendency ; but I can with confi- 
dence fay, that their exterior obfervance of religious duties is.ac- 
companied with a reverential attention ; and is void of that fan- 
taftic mummery which has thrown a ridicule ori many parts of 
the Romth worfhip. | 

I nap not Iong been a member of the Ruffian fociety, when 
- Hadji Mahomed appeared at Mufchid Sir. On perceiving him, 
I was impreffed with an involuntary dread, and had my creed 
admitted the tenet, I fhould have feen in Hadji Mahomed my 
evil genius. Retiring to the houfe I waited with anxiety for the 


iifue of his operations, which I knew would be hoftile to my wel- 


fare; when, after fome little time the mafter of the veffel coming 
in, informed me that the hadji had made many enquiries about 
my fituation, and fpoke of me in terms of regard. The Ruf- 
fian expreffed much furprize at hearing me lament this intelli- 
gence, which he faid, ought to give me pleafure, as Hadji Ma- 
homed was a perfon of eminent note at Mazanderan, and might 
affift me in procuring a pafsport, without which I now learned 
no perfen could leave the province. A ftorm now began to 

Vou. Il. | Dd : threaten 
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threaten me from all quarters ; the perfon who had been my firft in- 
terpreter, was not as he faid, a native of Ruffia, but an Armenian ; 
and with a treachery not uncommga to his trrbe, had circulated. 
among the Perfians of Mufchid Sir, the information he had been, 
entrufted with, embellifed with many fabrications of his own ; 
as that I poffeffed much wealth in money and jewels, .and that 
Iwasa fpy. This ftory. obtained a general credit with the Ma~ 
hometans, efpecially with Hadji Mahomed, who began to con-. 
trive plans of deriving an advantage from my troubles. The. 
matter of the veffel feeing the popular cry. ftrong again{t me, be-. 
eame fearful of giving me fhelter; for it is neceffary ta, men- 
tion, that the Ruffian traders, chiefly a low clafs of people, are 
expofed in all parts of the government of Aga Mahomed to fe- © 
vere oppreflions and infult; but which an advantageous traffick, 
has induced them to overlook. And Aga Mahomed knowing 
the caufe of their forbearance, preferves.no decency in -his con- 
duct to them. 

Tue Ruflian now acquainted me, with manifeft fymptoms of 
fear, that were he to receive me. without a paflport, his veflel 
and cargoe would be confiscated. The principal freighter of 
the bark, Abbas Ali, a native of Baku, had fhewn me from my 
firft arrival at Mufchid Sir, much kindnefs, and feemed defirous 
of relieving my embarrafiment. He exprefled a forrow at. the fe- 
rious difficulty in which F was involved, rendered, he faid, the — 
more perplexing by the ill defigns of the matter of the veflel, 

who 
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who was a perfon of a bad: character; but be of good comfort, 
continued he, ‘‘ for I will be your friend, and do not on any 
pretence entruf{ your property to the Ruffian.” This advice 
came in convenient feafon, and teftified that Abbas Ali knew this 
man; for. on :the following ‘day he -addreffed' me in a long ha- 
rangue, fétting forth that the.Perfians had received: intelligence 
of my poffeffing a'valuable amount in fpecie and jewels, that my 
‘own. knowledge of thefe people would naturally point out the 
‘jafecure fate of both my :perfon and effects, and that an ear- 
ineft regard to.tay welfare, had induced him to requeft that my 
property might be dopofited in fis ‘charge, until the departure of 
the yeflel. But the counfel of Abbas Ali, not a little ttrength- 
‘endd dy’ the iprefent propofal, ‘determnmed rae to be the keeper 

of ‘my own cath, ~~ 
. Brruex the refentment ‘of a fappoted want-of confidence in 
“hom, or the: difappointenent of fonte finifter parpofe, pure :tite 
Rofiarn a Lenfible chagrin; and from that’ time. he: continued 
to 'treat.me with midendfe arkl'hegle&. Thatl might iretive fram 
the view of :the: peuple at ‘Mufchid Sir; who:were now m._ the 
habit, of accumulating unfavbarwbke vonjttures of: rhe,. I defiréd 
to go,on board the velfel, dnd ‘remain there ‘anti Yome métiad 
“might be adopted to teave the country with permiffion 5 and the 
“matter. having vonfented, though with :much refuctance, to rity 
.embarkation, I departed fecretely and withowt any impediment. 
oe the Ruffian quarter. the. didtaner is. dbout a mile and.ta 
: Ddz- | half 
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half to the mouth of the river, where the force of the fea 
has raifed a long and fhallow bar, navigable only by boats and 
{mall light veffels; but when the wind blows ftrong from the 
north, the paflage is wholly impracticable, . 
Tue bark lay a league from the fhore in fix or feven fa~ 
thoms water, and was about the burthen of one hundred tons, 
with two matts; the largeft, fixed in the centre, is of one piece. 
and rigged with a ftanding mainfail, extended at the upper end 
‘by a long gaff, and at the foot with a fheet, a topfail; and an 
-eccafional topgallantfail ; this laft is furled ‘before it is hoifted 
with flight ropes ; which are broken when the fail is aloft by 
a preffure on the lower ropes; the fore part of the veffel ‘is 
furnifhed with a flanting forefail, a bowfprit and jib; and on 
the poop ftands a finall maft, which carries 4 mizenfail. The 
- clumfy form and conftruction of the barks which navigate 
_ the Cafpian fea, fhew that little improvement has been made 
on them. fince the time of Peter the Great, who firft introduced 
the art of fhip-building into Ruffia. Having ftraight fides with 
a large and ponderous kitchen on the deck; thefe veffels fail 
flowly, and only with a free wind. As they lye mueh in open 
roads, the Cafpian being fcantily fupplied with harbours, they 
are furnifhed with ftout anchors and cables, apparently of a larger 
fize than is neceflary; though. there is often found full occafion 
for fuch. aids to withftand the furious gales of wind and high 
breaking waves, which prevail in. this fea. 
| I now 
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- I wow learned that the Ruffian whom I have hitherto termed 
the mafter, was not a mariner, but an agent* who is appointed 
to manage the commercial bufinefs of the veffel and difburfe the 
failing charges. The crew confifted of a mafter,-+ termed boats- 
man, his mate, fix mariners, and a cook ; who from their pay 
and {mall trading priviledge provide their own diet. The Ruf- 
fian feamen among whom I was known by: the name of Gre- 
goree, from its near-refemblance to George, treated me with a 
cordial hofpitality; nor muft you imagine that I was demeaned 
by an unreferved affociation with thefe men, whofe habits and 
mode of life admitted of no difcrimination of rank. I fat down 
at their board without feruple; indeed with thankfulnefs; and — 
they never omitted to prefent me with the higheft ftool, the. beft 
{poon, and with wheaten-bread, while sai themfelves eat that 
of rye. | 
Some tea and fugar,t purchafed from an Armenian, ena- 
bled me to. breakfatt alone in the cabin, which I occupied - with 
the boatf{man, who fhewed a ready attention to all my little - 
wants, and became as agreeable a. companion, as the want of 
language would admit. Our common fare on board the veffel, 


) 


* Called in the Ruffian iineuapes Precaufee, a difpenfer of orders. 

_+ Many of the nautical phrafes and implements in ule,. among the Rufiians 
‘wave been adopted from the Lurch, from whom Peter the Great learned the art of: 
fhip- building. 

t¢ This fugar the produce of the Weft Indies, and manufactured in England, was. 
"imported at Berne whence it came into Perfia, by the tract of Aftracan. | 
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‘confifted of a latge {pecies of fifth, in Ruffia called the ‘Beluka,* 
‘which was either prepared in a foup or minced With a large quan- 
tity of falt and pepper, and boiled m a cover of ’pafte; ‘this difh 1 
often thought an Englith failor would have called in his defcriptive 
langtiage, a fhark'damplin. Nor was it inferior in folidity, to any 
fabrication of the dumplin ‘kind ;| after the Aifh' came thick pane 
cakes, fried in a deluge of butter. I had Idid in a {tock of mullet, 
a more wholefome food than the beluka; but fecing that from a 
fear of beihg chargeable to me, ‘my meflitiates refufed to partake 7 
‘of it, T laid afide this with every other ee and Se the 
tea, fared as they did. | 
Ir now appeared that obftinate difficulties were thrown in the - 


“way ‘by the cuftom-mafter at Mufchid Sir, who filled his office 


‘with equal vigilance and rapacity. Seeing me from the unfavor- 
able predicament in which I ftood, a profitable game, he directed 
that I fhould be immediately fent on fhore, there to be detained, 
until ‘the chief’s pleafure fhould be known. As this man only 
wantéd fome ‘of my monty, and would have'been difappointed by 


‘my formal departure from the country, I made him, through the 


‘medium of Abbas Ali, the Baku metchant, a fubftantial offer, but. 
delayed the payment till the time of failing, that no ee de- 
mand might be preferred. | hy 

 Two- 


* It is taken with a hook near the mouths of moft of the rivers, which + fall into 


the Cafpian ; its ae is generally from fix to eight feet, fometimes it is feen of 


eighteen 
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Two days: previoutly to our departure, Ali Abbas came on. 
board of the velfel, and reprefented that the cuftom-matter was 
mexorable to every folicitation, urging that Aga Mahomed was. 
at this juncture averfe from permitting any perfon. ta leave the 
province, and that were he acceflary to my efcape, his head on the 
difcoyery, would pay the. forfeit. -Knowing that an interdiction 
had been laid.on all inland paflengers, and that the difpatch of the 
Ruffian had ‘been, withheld for the {pace of twenty days, ta accom-. 
pli, fome purpefe of government, I was aware that a certain 
rifque was incurred by the Perfian, whom I propofed to indemnify 
by a proper compenfation ; but I alfo obferved that if he. per- 
fitted. in the refufal of all private negeciation, I.would myfelf. 
_ proceed to. Sari, and relate my ftory:to the chief, and he well 
knew that no benefit would accrue to him from the decifion of 
his mafter. This argument was, completely efficient, and when 
reinforced. by forae of my Hindottan gold, | permiffion was  gaven. 
me to purfyg whatever way. I + Liked, except that of Sast. 

Berorg I leave this quarter of Perfia, I will lay before you. 
a brief accoygnt: of its geography, with. carfory obfervations On: . 
Hts former and prefent commerce; and. its relative. policy witha 
Ruffia. Mazanderan whieh o¢cupies the centre of the fous 
thern fhore of the Cafpian fea, has Afterabad on the eaft, Ghi-. | 
lan on the weft, and to. the aoethnad it is. bounded by the: 


ejghteen feet, and has the, head and: frie of a therk. This fifh is not eaten by the Mae. 
ae who hold it unclean, fram having no {cales.. 
moun- 
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mountainous traét of foreft which has been already noticed. 
Though the fort of Sari, from its ftrength and centrical ftue- 
tion has" become the refidence. of the chief, Balfroth 1s eontidered 
the capital of the province 

-Tuis town occupies an irregular: oblong pace, of about a 
mile and a half in circumference, and ftanding ‘on ‘a low- moitt 
ground, ‘its ftreets are at this feafon of the year choaked with 
mud. The houfes are coarfely built of brick or clay, with- a 
flat ‘roof, and being generally fmall have a mean appearance. 
The karavanferas of which there are four, have little of that neat- 
nefs and conveniency, which is feen in thofe of - upper. Perfia, 
and .are of a much lefs fize but the market-place, which in the 
manner of Afiatic towns, forms the ‘principal {treet, denotes an 
active -traffick. 

‘Tue rice of Mazanderan is of an excellent quality; and com-- 
ey the ufual food of the people, who find it difficult in their 
marfhy ‘lands, to cultivate a fufficient- quantity of wheat for com-- 
mon confumption, and that produced is of a coarfe fort. The 
bread ufed by the higher clafles of inhabitants, is made of the 
_ flour of. Shirwan, a confiderable amount of which is annually 
imported at Mufchid Sir. This deficiency is in fome degree, com- 
penfated to Mazanderan by the growth of fugar, which though 
of an inferior kind, is -adequate to moft of -its common ufes. 
When the general demand of this article in Perfia 1s confidered 
and that it is rarely produced on-this fide of the Indus, it might 

be 
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‘be naturally fuppofed that Mazanderan would derive extenfive 
‘benefits from fuch a poffeffion; efpecially through its navigable 
vicinity to the fouthern territories of Ruffia, where a large quan- | 
tity is confumed, at an advaneed price; yet from an ignorance 
in the methods of preparing and refining it, this valuable ~ 
duct yields but a hmited utility. : 

AN inhabitant of Aftracan, I am informed, came into this pro- 
‘vince for the purpofe of eftablifhing a manufaétory of fugar, but 
failing in his project, no future experiment has been made. 
‘Were the Ruffians fkilled in the procefs, they would be eriabled, 
dy the importation of raw fugars, to fix in their country an im- 
portant and lucrative commerce. Mazanderan ‘alfo: produces ‘a 
fall quantity of filk, which is fabricated by.a fociety of Jews; 
‘but its principal trade is maintained by a frequent intercourfe 
awith the port of Baku, which. receives white: arid coloured. cait- 
éoes, cotton, arid rice,.and returns bar iron’ of .Ruffia, faffrorl, 
flour, and remnants of broad cloth procured from Aftracan. The 
‘commerce-of this quarter, which now does not employ more than 
four or five barks, might be largely extended, did ‘a greater hart 
mony exift between Aga Mahomed and the Ruffians ; ; efpecially 
were the manufacture of fugar increafed. | | . 

Tue Perfians have long attempted to navigate the Cafpian 
fea, though with little fuccefs ; their veffels are open, rudely con- 
ftructed; and ill managed, feldom leaving the coat but 1 in the fea- 
fon of fair weather; many ‘of them are fitted out at Farabad, an 
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ordinary tqwn, fituate at the mouth of a river, thirty miles to the 
eaftward of Mufchid Sir; and now fupported by a {mall trade 
in rice, falt, fifh, and pottery ware. This town in the Euro- 
_ pean topography of Mazanderan, bears the appearance of note, 
and gives jts name to a province; whatever might have been the 
former importance of Farabad, and it is noticed with refpe& 
in Perfian hiftory, -little teftimony of it now exifts. } . 
Tue province of Afterabad, lying on the the eatt fide of 
the fouthern Cafpian fhore, affords little produce. for a foreign 
trade; and it enjoys a refrefhing temperate air, and is beay- 
tifully interfperfed with hill and dale, and abundantly fupplied 
with ftreams of falubrious, water. | 
SHau Agsas, the maft powerful prince of the Suffuee race, 
pleafed with the climate of this province, erected a palace near the 
fhore of the bay of Afhraff,* whither he ufed often to retire to avoid 
the heats of Ifpahan.+ Almoft the only marme export of this 
province confifts of dried mullets, which are cured intire by fmoke, 
and are held in fuch eftimation by the Ruffians, that two car- 
goes of them are annually imported at Aftracan. 
- Guiian the richeft of the provinces bordering on the Cafpian 
fea, extends in a weftern parallel from Mazanderan; it is bounded 
om the weft by the territories of Talith and Aftara; and on the 


® This is the only harbour, on the fouthern fide of the Cafpian fea. 
4 This prince removed the capital of Perfia from Cafbin to Ifpahan. 


South 
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fouth by a’ range of lofty mountains, which divide it from the 
dependencies of Cafhan and Cafbin. ‘. 
Hy peat Kttan, the Ghilan chief; has relinquifhed Refhd, 
his former refidence, and for the fecurity of his wealth and fa 
" mily againft the incurfions from Mazanderan, has retired to the 
vicinity of Enzille, where the Ruffians poffefs a fortified factory, 
‘garrifoned by @ company of os, and fupplied with a few 
pieces of cannon.* ! 
-" Hyptar Kaan is eoslieti poffefe a revenue of two ‘hun- 
dred thoufand pounds, @ great part of which arifes from’ the proc 
duce of fil; ahd ‘from thig revenue, he has anaffed, it is faid, a 
confiderable treafure. Here you mutt be cautioned dgainft com- 
puting Perfian money by your ftandard, for in this country, where 
every commodity is procured at a cheap rate; fpecie may fairly 
‘de reckoned at double the value which it bears in England. 
Hypeat Kian is about fixty years of age, and according 
to the information of the Ghilan feid, of whom frequent mens 
tion has been made, is rapacious, tyrannical, and pufilianimous. 
Confcious of his inability to refift the force of Aga Mahomed 
Khan, he has wholly thrown himfelf on the protection of the 


® The moft accurate account of Ghilan, is found in the travels of the late Jonas 
Hanway, a name widely known in the annals of humanity, amd deeply graven on the 
the moft diftinguifhed monuments of his country. Some ufeful remarks on. Ghilan are 
alfo to be collected from a book, entitled, voyages and travels through the Ruffian eme 
pire, Perla, &c. by William Cook, M. D. 
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. gourt of Peterfburgt, from which it may be faid, that he de 
Fives the exiftence of his power, and the fafety of his perfon. 
Nor will the Ruffians, while they enjoy fuch important benefits 
from Ghilan, fail to give him fupport. 
- “Fue filks of ‘Ghilan are exported to Aftracan, chiefly Aeieati 
the medium of Armenian merchants, fubjects of Ruffia, whe 
pofiefs the larger fhare of the Cafpian commerce. It was long 
believed that the filk brought into Europe from Turkey, was 
ail produced in the Ottoman empire: but fince a. more con- 
verfant knowledge of Perfia has been obtained, it appears that 
the Turkifh merchants were ufed to refort to the provinces of 
Ghilan and Shirwan,* whence they tranfported large quantities 
of this commodity to the European factories of the Levant. 
‘Tue. Pesfian fitk trade continued to flow in this channel, 
until the: year 1739, when the Ruffia Company of England ‘having 
procured the fanction of Parliament,+ fent their factors into 
Ghilan to eftablifh a commerce, which fhould have for its, ab- 
, ject the purchafe of filk, and the vent ef Englifh manufactures. 
They received. a cordial encouragement from Reza Kouli, whp 
at that period, govetned Perfia in the abfence of his father, then 


* Situate on. the weft fide of the Cafpian fea, where there is abundant growth of 
filk, but of a coarfer kind, than that of Ghilan, wh.ch is efteemed the fineft in Perfia. 
+ They were vigoroufly oppofed in England by the Levant Company,. who aware 
of the injury which they would fultain by the Cafpian trade, reprefented to Parliament 
that their chaiter, an exclufive one, would be violently infringed by fuch permiffion 
being granted to the Roflia merchants. 
engaged 
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engaged in the Indian expedition; and they remained in Ghilag 
until the year 1748, when the general tumult and devaftation, 


which followed the death of Nadir, compelled them to retire: and 


abandon an. extenfive amount of property. 

Ir is feen that previoufly to the diffolution of the een at 
Ghilan, the court of Peterfburgh began to entertain jealoufies of 
the Englifh eftablifhment.in Perfia, and from their own growing 
knowledge of commerce and navigation, became defirous of poffef 
fing a trade which naturally pertained to their country, The go- 
vernment of Perfia had largely contributed to increafe this jealoufy, 


by a diftinguifhed encouragement to.all Englifh adventurers, whom — 


it faw independent of Ruffia, its conftitutional enemy, and capable 
alfo of enriching the kingdom, by their fuperior fill and. fpirit im 
trade; but above all, Perfia was defirous of employing the Englifa 
in the conttruction of veffels of war; that it might acquire the 
dominion of the Cafpian fea. 

Tue firft caufe of the difpleafure and alarm, of the court - of 
Peterfburgh, at the proceedings of the Englifh factory in Ghilan, 
arofe from the conduct of the principal agent, John Elton,* 
who, on a difagreement with his affociates, entered into the fervice 
‘of Nadir Shah, by. whom he was invefted with certain territories 
-bordering on the Cafpian fea, and created the commander of a 


* See Hanway’s Travels, for a relation of fome part of the Adventures of thjs 
enterprizing perfon. 
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{yuadron, with which he himfelf, with infinite — and labor 
had furnifhed the Perfian government. 

On the 14th of March, our veflel, filled up to the hatches, 
the decks alfo ftrewed over with bales and paffengers, got under 
way, but afoul wind foon fetting in, we came to an anchor. 
From the manner in which thefe vefiels are navigated, laden, and 
altogether managed, I fhould be furprized if fhipwrecks were not 
frequent in this fea. The cabin was ftuffed fo full of parcels and 
baggage, that thofe to whom it was allotted, were obliged to crawl 
in, and then they found only a {canty length and breadth, fleeping 
or awake: the paffengers I perceived were all petty traders, who 
having embarked a certain property on the veffel, accompanied it - 
in perfon ; for there is not a fufficient credit or good faith eftablifh- 
ed in Perfia, to enable merchants to confign their effets to face 
tors, The foreign trader therefore is necefflitated to become a 
{upercargoe, an occupation which for the firft time, I faw in the 
‘etter of the word, verified by the adventurers fitting immediately 
‘pon their wares, whence they ftirred but feldom, and were never 
long abfent : of thefe people I numbered not lefs than feventy, who 
were {pread over the deck, or packed 1n the cabin and boat ; It was 
_ foon feen that the mafter and mariners were equally ignorant of 
their profeffion ; he could fcarcely difcriminate the points of the 
compafs or throw the lead ; and the men, though expert at the ufe of 
the tailor’s needle, and the implements of cookery, would among 
the moft clumfy of our failors, have been termed land{men. 

| When 
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When I beheld this ill-conftruéted bark lumbered with goods and 
paflengers, and its unfkilful crew, I could not but entertain appre- 
henfions of our fafety, efpecially in a fea fo tempeftuous as the 
Cafpian. | 
On the 17th, we got under fail, and affifted by a favorable 
wind, we anchored on the 22d, about ten leagues to the north- 
ward of the port of Baku; and on the 24th, reached the en- 
trance of the harbour, when the wind which had been blowing 
firong from the eaftward, fuddenly changed, and came from the 
land with extreme violence; but the vicinity of the fhore kept 
the fea down, and probably prevented our deftruction. The 
Ruffians, trufting to the ftrength of their anchors and cables, 
which were af the moft fubftantial kind, went to fleep ; nor did 
they ance endeavour to prepare the veflel for the fea, in the event 
of its parting from the anchors, or ufe any means of affifting the 
cable which was feverely {trained ; fome of the more animated of 
them would occafionally open thew eyes, and call out on God's 
mercy to fhelter them from the fury of the ftorm. It abated 
on the 26th, when we entered the port of Baku, and faluted a 
Ruffian frigate, lying there, with all the fwivels and mufquets 
on board, without regard of order or count. The agent of our. | 
veflel attended the commanding officer, and in his report men- 
tioned the ftory of his European paffenger. It is to be noticed, 
that the Turks and Perfians, make a difference between a Ruffian 
and a native of Europe, calling the one a Feringhee, and the other 
| a Roofs, 
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a Roofs. In this diftinétion is alfo included a fuperior eftimation 
of the Europeans to whom they afcribe a more extenfive genius and 
knowledge ; and what I thought extraordinary, the like nominal 
difference is entertained by all the lower clafs of fouthern 
_Roffians. | 

On board of the frigate, whither I was fummoned, I related 
the motives and general track of my journey, and was received 
‘with a warmth of hofpitality, to which neither my appearance ; 
being clad in a very ordinary drefs, or my unfupported reprefen- 
tation had acclaim. I now became informed of the general peace 
in Eur pe; and it was with a deep felt mortification, I learned 
from a foreigner, the enti:e feparation of the American: Colonies 
and their numerous people. The frigate was to fail the next day 
to Enzillee, to be ftation d in that quarter, for the protection of 
the province of Ghilan, the chief of which had fometime before 
difpatched an envoy to the Ruffian camp, in Crim Tartary,* to 
reprefent his dread of Aga Mahomed, and to folicit the aid of the 
Ruffians. The agent had returned, and was accompanied by a 
Ruffian officer, who had traveled from the camp to Baku in 
twenty days. Part of the journey lay through the country of the 
Lefgut Tartars, who are a favage people and proverbially hoftile to 
ftrangers; But from a dread of the Ruffian troops, now advanced 


© Then commanded by general Potemkin, who was invefted with .the govern- 
ment of the Crim and the power of controlling the affairs of Aftracan, 


to 
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to their frontier, they had permitted this party to pafs unmolefted. 
The officer who fpoke the Turkifh language fluently, feemed to be 
an ingenious active man, and well fitted for a fervice of enterprize. 

Tue Ghilan envoy, then proceeding on the frigate, exprefled 
a furprize to fee me, whom he. thought a Mahometan, eating at 
the fame board with the Ruffian gentlemen ; but when he faw a 
barber commencing an operation on my beard, which I took the 
opportunity of having fhaved, he evinced great amazement and — 
indignation ; nor did he, until repeatedly informed of my real 
character, ceafe his reprehenfion of the act; during the procefs 
of which, he threw on me many a look-of contempt; when the 
barber began to cut off the muftachios, he feveral times in a 
peremptory manner required him to defift, and feeing them gone, 
~ now faid he, of whatever country or fect you may be, your dif- 
grace is complete, and you look like a woman. 

Tuus after a growth of fifteen months, fell my beard, which 
in that peried had increafed to a great magnitude, both in length 
and breadth; though it had been fomewhat fhrivelled by the feverity 
of the late winter; when you advert to the general importance of 
an Afiatic beard, to the effential fervices which mine had rendered, _ 
and to our long and intimate affociation, I truft that this brief — 
introduétion of it to your notice will not be deemed impertinent. 
This operation of cutting it, ought however to lave been polt- 
poned till my arival at Aftracan; for my European face with an 
Afiatic drefs, made me an objeét of general remark arid enquiry 
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among the Perfians ; nor did I efcape the cenfuré of the Armenians, 
who are taught to efteem the beard a badge of refpect, and even . 
fanctity, recommended to their example by the patriarchs and 
primitive Chriftians, and when they conform in European coun- 
tries to the cuftom of fhaving it, they are ridiculed by all the 
ftau.iher brethren of their tribe. 

On the 27th, I went on board the frigate, then getting 
under way, and f{:w the feamen execute their work in an active, 
fkilful manner. They hove up the anchor, and fet fail with an 
expertnefs, which would not have difcredited the crew of an 
Englith thip of war. ‘The captain procured me a paflage from 
a Greek merchant, who had come to take leave of him, and gave 
me a pafiport requiring my admiffion into the town of Baku, 
and that no moleftation fhould be offered me by the Perfian 
government ; and the fecond lieutenant of the frigate, who had 
been my interpreter and had taken a willing part in adjufting my 
little wants, gave me a letter of introduction to an officer of the 
Ruffian navy, whofe name was Ivan Andreits.* The Greek carried 
me to his apartment in a karavanfera, which is exclufively appro» 
priated to the ufe of Chriftians and Sooni Mahometans. 

IVAN AnpreEITs, during the laft Ruffian war with the Turks, . 


® Or Andrew Vits, fignifying in the Ruffian language, John the fon of Andrews ~ 
This mode of defignation is held the moft honorable among the ancient titles of R uffia, 
and is exemplified, in the psefent ia Duke, who is particularly anewn, by the. 
mame of Paul Petrowitz. 


com- 
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commanded a privateer, the property of his family, in the Medi- 
terranean, where having performed fome gallant actions, he was 
_ Promoted by the emprefs to the rank of captain in the navy; 
and retiring afterwards to Aftracan, he obtained from government 
the exclufive priviledge of exporting, for a certain term, iron and 
fteel into Perfia. As we both were a little converfant in the 
lingua franca, a language commonly fpoken on the coafts of 
the Mediterranean, a familiar acquaintance was foon produced ; 
and the influence which he had acquired at Baku, enabled me now, 
_ apart of his family, to pafs my time very pleafantly. 

Tue town of Baku, in the province of Shirwan, is fituateon 
the north fide of a bay, and forms nearly an equilateral triangle 
with one of the fides extending in a paralle) with the thore. It 
ts, I imagine, about a mile im circumference, and erquded with 3 in~ 
habitants, moft of whom are engaged in commerce. 

Tig bay is capacious and fheltered’ by the land, againft all 
winds. except the fouth, whoft violence is alfo. much broken by’ 
the intervenfion.of two. fmall iflands. . The fouthern: and largeft 
of thofe iflands, was, according to’ information of the people, 
united to the continent, which. in. that Quarter prefents a low 
termination, but it had been. infulated. by the influx of the fea, 
' whofe waters have evidently encroached: on the weltern thore of 
the Cafpian, in the courf of: the laft forty years. 

Baku, at the period of Mr. Hanway’s. travels, into Perfi lay 
had a double wall on the eaftern face ; but the exterior one is now _ 
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levelled by the rife of the fea, and its foundation brought within 
water-mark. The province of Shirwan produces a large quantity 
_of filk, of which about four hundred tons are annually imported 
at Aftracan; faffron of a good quality is alfo produced there, and © 
conftitutes a valuable article of trade. A fociety of Moultan 
Hindoos, which has long been eftablifhed in Baku, contributes, 
largely to the circulation of its commerce ; and with the Armenians. 
they may be accounted the principal merchants of Shirwan. The 
Hindoos of this quarter, ufually embark at Tatta, a large infular 
town in the lower traét of the Indus, whence they praceed to 
Bafforah, and there accompany. the karayans which are frequently 
paffing into Perfia; fome alfo travel mland.to the Cafpian fea, by 
the road of Kandahar and Herat ;. but the number is {mall, and 
they grievoufly — of the oppreffions and infults of the 
Mahometans. 

On the 31ft of March, I vifited the Atafhghah, or place of. 
fire ; and on making myfelf known to the Hindoo mendicants, who 
_ refided there, I was received among thefe fons of Brimha, as @ 
brother; an appellation they ufed, on perceiving that I had ac- 
quifed fome knowledge of the mythology, and had vifited their 
moft facred. places of worfhip. ‘This. religious retirement, where 
the devotees worfhip their deity in the femblance of fire, is a 
fquare of about thirty yards, furrounded with a low wall, and — 
contains many apartments; in each of which is a {mall volcano 
: of 
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of fulphureous fire, iffuing from the ground through a furtiace 
or funnel, conftruéted in the form of an Hindoo altar. 
- Tuis fire is appropriated to the ufes of worfhip, cookery, and 
- fortifying the feeble Hindoos againft the rigor of the winter feafon. . 
On clofing the funnel, the flame 1s immediatly extinguifhed, when 
a-hollow found is heard, by applying the ear to the aperture, ac- 
companied with a ftrong and cold current of air, which is inflamed 
at pleafure by placing near it any illuminated matter. The flame 
is of a pale clear colour, without a perceptible {moke ; and emits 
a vapor ftrongly impregnated with fulphur, which confiderably 
impeded my refpiration, until by fitting on the ground I brought | 
my head lower than the level of the furnace. ‘The Hindoos hada 
wan emaciated appearance, and were opprefied by an hectic cough, 
which continued to affect me during my ftay at the Atafhghah. 
The ground-within the enclofure, abounds in this fubterraneous } 
air, which iffues from artificial channels; but in thefe con- 
tracted fpaces, it feems only capable of producing flame by the 
application of a foreign fire. Exclufive of the fires pertaining 
to the Hindoo apartments, a large one arifing from a natural 
cleft in an open place, inceflantly burns, whence it would feem _ 
that no ‘extraneous object is required to impart an ‘illumina- 
tion to the larger evaporations of this air. On the outfitle. of 
the wall are feen many of thefe volcanos, which have the ap- 
pearance of lime-kilns, and one of them is conveniently adapted 
hy the Hindoos to. the ufes of a funeral pile. The general {pace 
_ which 
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which contains this volcanic fire, forms a low flat hill flanting 
towards the fea, the foil of which confifts of a {andy earth inter- 
mixed with ftones. No mountainous land is feen from the Atafh- 
ghah, nor. any violent eruptions of flame; . nature feems here to 
have adopted a gentle and inoffenfive medium of difcharging her 
difcordant atoms, which in ‘other quarters of the -globe fhake 
her with convulfions, and pour around a horrid devaftation. 

In the defcription of this natural phenomenon, I have cau- 
tioufly adhered to the fimple fact, without prefuming to difcufs its 
caufe or properties, Thefe are branches of fcience, I am little 
’ {killed in, gnd ill-enabled to elucidate. Had the opportanities 
which haye been thrown in my way fallen to a Cavendith, or 
a Prieftley, the ftrongeft and moft ornamental pillars of the fa- 
bric of natural philofophy; a larger {cope of knowledge might’ 
have been opened to the world, and talents which have been 
long. beheld with admiration, rendered {till more confpicuous. 

Tue black and white naptha is found in the province of 
Shirwan, in great plenty; the firft floats thinly on the furface 
of certain fprings or ponds, whence it is collected and preferved- 
in jars; it feems to pofiefs many of the properties of camphire, 
and is fuccefsfally employed in allaying external pains and inflamed 
tumours. The black naptha or bitumen, is produced in the fame 
manner as the the white, but more abundantly and on larger 
pieces of water, and with a fcum three or four inches thick, of. 
the confiftence of tar. ‘The houfes of Baku moft of which have 

flat 
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flat roofs, are covered on the top with this material, which is 
found a fubftantial defence againft the rain’; and when formed 
into {mall cakes or balls with a mixture of fand, is commonly 
ufed by the lower clafs of. people. as a fubftitute for the fuel of 
wood, which in- this province is thinly produced: 
_° Tuis quarter of Shirwan in afpect and the nature of its foil, 
refembles the province of Khorafan; there is the fame want of 
wood and large ftreams, and in the winter the air is equally bleak 
and piercing ; with the difference that in Shirwan it is fubje& 
to fogs, which, I apprehend, are caufed by the vicinity of the 
Cefpian fea. The foil yields abundant crops of good wheat and: 
barley, the bread of which conftitutes the food of the commort 
people; the higher ranks only are enabled to procure rice, whiclt 
is chiefly imported from. Mazanderan and Ghilan. The mutton 
is fat and well tafted, being. of the large tailed theep, and.is fold: 
at the rate of one penny and three- -halfpence per pound. Ap- 
ples, pears, grapes, and chefnuts, all of a good kind, are pro= 
duced in plenty. ‘And a wine is manufactured by the Arme- 
. Mans, at the town of Shahmachee,* which in flavor and fubitance, 
is not unlike the red: wine of Bourdeaux ; were the grapes carefully 
cultivated, and the procefs well underftood, this wine would be. 
much efteemed in Europe. The province of Shirwan has Derbent. 
inclufively on the north ; the Cafpian fea on the eaft ; the territory; 


® The former capital of that province. 
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of Aftara on the fouth; and parts of Georgia and the diftridts of 
CSunjah on the weft. 

Oxp Shahmachee, the former capital, is Gtuated about — 
miles inland of Baku, and for its trade, wealth, and population, | 
was, after Ifpahan, ranked among the moft flourifhing cities of 
Perfia. To punifh a rebellion, ‘which the inhabitants, had raifed 
againft the government of Nadir Sha, this city was rafed and 
depopulated; but that the empire might not be deprived of a 
mart, fo happily placed for foreign.commerce, that prince formed 
about ten miles-to the fouth-weft of the old city, a new Shah~ 
machee.* Fultah Ali Khan, the chief of Shirwan, refides ge- 
nerally at Detbent, but he gratifies a rapacious difpofition, by 
making frequent circuits through the province, which he feverely 
hatrafles. ‘The vicinity of general: Potemkin’s army has made 
him fearful of its nearer approach ; and he is now endeavouring 
by every token. of refpect and acknowledged dependance, to obe 
tain a favourable conneGtion with the Ruffian empire. 

Hfavina laid before you, the more material part of my ob- 
fervations on Shirwan, I cannot refift the impulfe of calling your 
notice, for a moment to the difpofition and temper of a {mall 


* An extenfive trade of filk formerly was maintained between Shahmachee and the 
Black fea, through which channel, large quantities of that commodity were imported 
into Turkey, and thenee into Europe. This trade though {till exifting is much di- 
minifhed fince the Ruffians, by obtaining the dominion of the Cafpian, have made a 
monopoly of the Perfian filk. 
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but extraordinary portion of its prefent inhabitants. Human 
nature takes a portion of its prominent features from national 
prejudices, from education, and from government ; nor muft we 
exclude climate from its fhare of the formation. This remark 
arofe from a view of the Atafhghah at Baku, where a Hindoo 
is found fo deeply tinétured with the enthufiafm of religion, that 
though his nerves be conftitutionally of a tender texture, and 
his frame relaxed by age,* he will journey through hoftile regions, 
from the Ganges to the Volga, to offer up a _— at the 
fhrine of his God. ‘ 

Wuen the ambitious ftrides of ‘the Ruffian empire, on the 
fide of ‘Turkey, by the fate acquifitions of the Crim, are atten- . 
tively confidered, and its rapid ‘progrefs into the moft valuable 
provinces of Perfia, we are compelled to beftow applaufe on the — 
policy of a government which has fo dextroufly ordered its mea- 
_ fures, that thefe valuable additions of power and wealth are daily 
accumulated without attracting the notice of Europe; nay al- 
moft without its knowledge. Waving any ihveftigation of the 
political effets which may fpring from the rife or fall, or the 
encreafing grandeur of nations, I will here only obferve, that the 
influence acquired by Ruffia, in the north-weft quarter of Per- 
fia, has been accompanied with reciprocal benefits, and that were it 


* Among the Hindoos at the Atafhghah, was an old man, a native of Dehli, whe 
had vifited all the celebrated temples of northern and fouthern India, and whom I after- 
_wards faw at Aftracan. 


Vou. Il, | Gg | wholly. 


234 FORSTER'S. TRAVELS 


wholly annexed to the Ruffian dominion, the body of people 
would reap effential advantages ; their perfons and property weuld 
derive a fecurity, of wliich they have been long deprived, and ‘by. 
a fubjeétion to the orders of a civilized, active governmient, they 
would neceflardy become ufeful fubjeéts and profitable membere 
ef fociety. as 

Tue kingdom of Perfia, fince the peried of the Afghan In- 
vafion,* has pgefented an unvaried fcene of warfare and didteac- 
tion; where every fpecies of -a favage rapine has been exerecifed 
with boundlefs {way ; and at this day, Perfia’' may be faid to 
exhibit a vaft tomb, piled up with the victims of ambition, 
avarice, and revenge; It were dificult to fay whether mare of 
its peopje in the laft fixty years, have fallen in the ficld, or by 
the hand of the executioner and affaffin. For they have had a 
full occupation, efpecially in the latter part of the government 
of Nadix Shah, whofe revenues were at length drained from the 
blood of his fubyect. | | 

Tue cruelties committed by this prinee have been diffufely 
treated; all clafles of men, even our bays at {choo}, are con- 
verfant in the barbarous exploits of Khuli Khan ; it may not how- 
ever be fuperfluous to notice fome facts, which feem to have largely _ 
contributed to fully the memory of Nadir, who at one period of 
his life, maintained no ill founded claims to heroic fame. ‘At 


® Which happened about the year 1720. . 
the 
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the clofé of this. prince’s reign, his body and his mind “indi. — 
cated equal figns of diforder, which. was fuppofed to’ have been 
caufed: dr ‘augmented by ddmettic ‘treachery, arid the effeéts of 
exceffive Fatigue. : 

- Conspiracy and rebellion arofe all around him, and he had 
no fooner quelled the infurreétions of a. province, than his de- 
parture was marked by the murdér of the officers and fucceflive 
revolts. Seeing his authority endlefsly trampled on, and! ‘that 
- partial punifhment was inefficient to give it ftrength;. he gave 
Joolg to a perhaps conftitutional. feracity, which had‘ been tem- 
pered: by his uriderftanding, but which thefe events inflamed 
to madnefs, and often inftigated to: the. indi{criminate: extirpa: 
tion of a diftrict. ‘But what feemed moft to embitter: and dif? 
turb his mind; was the perfidy of his family; the defeCtion of 
thofe :frem. whom -he had vainly expected aid and attachment: | 
His favorite fon and apparent facceffor, had been entrufted with 
the regency of Perfia, during the expedition to Hindoftan, and 
prefurbing ‘on the diftant occupations of his father, he Had - 
paced: meafares,’it is alledged, to attend the throne. | 

_ Tur increaftng matady,*’ of Nadir, flrarpened by public and 
domeftic. calamity, ultimately. rendered him a monfter of cruelty ; 


and his rage extending ufually to thofe, whofe offices required 


* An extreme coftiveneis. 
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an attendance on his perfon;* he was approached with a cotic 
ftant dread, Wearied out at length by the undeviating courfe 
of his tyranny and cruelties, which hke a peftilence had thinned 
the land, fome of the principal officers of the court, ftimulated 
alfo,. it is faid, by one of his nephews, affaffinated him in the 
month of April, 1747, while he was encamped in the northern 
quarter of Khorafan, not far diftant from the place of his birth. 

Havine held out that fide of Nadir’s charaéter which ex- 
cites only difguft and horror, it were but fimple juftice ‘to his 
memory, to notice thofe paffages of his life which will place 
him in a light, where princes ever appear in the’ moft grate- 
ful colours. On the event of his fucceffes in India, he ex- 
empted. his Perfian dominion from all taxes, for the {pace of 
three years; and after difcharging the military arrears, which 
‘amounted to four millions fterling, he gave the army a gra- 
tuity of fix months pay, with a like fum to the civil fervants 
of the camp. 

AFTER. the battle of Karnat, when Nadir had overthrown 
the empire of India, and poffeffed the perfon of the hing, one 
ef the Moghul omrah’s reprefented to him, that among the Dehli 
troops were an hundred thoufand horfes fit for field. fervice, 


® Ie is faid. that the officers in waiting, inftead of entering on the erdinary topies 
of % court, were ufed to make anxious and unfeigned enquiries into the ftate of the. 
fhah’s body, and ever expreffed much joy, at an imperial evacuation,. wh:ch they imae 
gined would fecure an exiftence for theday. - 
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and which his order would immediatly produce. Nadir Shah, in 
the language of a prince, obferved that he granted to the Moghul 
army, an unreferved quarter, which fhould not be infringed’; 
that the bread of an Afiatic foldier depends on. his horfe, which 
were he deprived of, himfelf and his family would be reduced 
to beggary ; that it is repugnant to humanity to treat thofe with 
rigor, ..whtom. fortune has thrown into our power, and it was, 
his determined will, that the Indian foldiers aaa not be in 
any degree infulted or molefted.* 

Naptr §#An,-in the profperous periods of his life, held 
‘out an ample protection to merchants of every fect and nation, 
and zealoufly fought to eftablifh a liberal commerce throughout 
Perfia, which he faw poffeffed of various valuable commodities. 
When the mercantile property of Mr. Hanway, was plundered 
at Afterabad, that gentleman prefered his complaint in perfon to 
the fhah, who direfting an inveftigation into the account, iffued 
an effectual order on the governor of the province for a full re 
Stitution of the effeéts.or the amount. 

In the vigorous attempts, which this prince made to hives 
the European art of navigation and fhip-building into his 
country ; he evinced a genius rarely found in the mind of an Afiatic. 


Jt was his intention, by the affiftance of John Elton, to erect 


fortified ftations on the eaft fide of the Cafpian fea, that a ftability / 


*® Frazer’s hiftory of Nadir Shab. 
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might he given to bis conquefts'in-Khieva, aad thm 'Fattdes checked 
ip. thor depredations.on the prowince of Afergbed Akter iltoa, 
had, with vat labor, completed the building of a yeflel,in which 
he encountered obftinate-difficulties, ax well fram a jealaufy' of: thie 
Perfans of his rjfing favor with the fhah as ¢ifguit at an tikfome 
_ fervjce; he was dirested. to gramine the Tartar thaw of theGafpiian, 
and to make chaice of an.gligible Gituation fora G&ttlement. . Rut 
the coaft, accerding to the report of Eltor, being found deftitatt 
of good water, the defign was relinquifhed. | 

. ‘Naprre: $it4n,: cogtrary. to’ the eek a of” the 
' Per§ans, who are impreffed with a more. perfseuting’ Spirit. than 
any other Mahometan nation, gave a comman-tpleration tothe wor 
fhip of the ighabitants, whether Chriftians, Hindogs, or. Jews, and 
largely retrenched the ppwwer.and wealth of the prigfts, whe during 
the latter period of the Suffuec. dynafty, had. engrofied ‘the, chief 
direftion of. ‘government. That Nafic might incapacitate theis 
revenge for the death of the mollah Bafhi,§ whe, had bede exa- 
ecuted for refufing affent to a plan..of this, pamce for. mtroducgmg 
the Sooni religion into Perfia, and.to accpmympodate other falutary 
purpofes, he demanded an account of the vaft revenues which bat 
been affigned to the church ; they informed him, according to, the 
tenor of Frafer’s relation af this event, that the property wat 
applied to the ” for which it had been allotted; in falaries-for 


‘© High-prieft, 
the 
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the prielts, in the mainteniatiee of numerous colleges and mofques, 
in which prayers were incefantly offered’ up' for the fuccefs of the 


ats. of thé. prings, and of the profperity of. the Perfian empire. 


., Mamie: obferved to thei, - that experitiice had manifeffed the 
jautility of their prayers, fice for the {pace ‘of fifty years’ paft, 
the natton had been vergitig td'decay, ‘and ultimately had beer te 
duced: by invafiors and: rebellion’ to a ftate of ruin:;: wlien God’ $ 
victorious infieumenty; poinding to ‘his army, had‘ cothe to its relief, 
and were now ready to factifice tlieir lives to its defence arid gloty 5 
that the wants of thefe poor piliefts, ‘his foldiers, nruft' be fupplied, 
anid he thetsfore-determined that the greateft-portionidf the church 
lands fhould be appropriated to their ufe. ‘Fhe mandate'being 
immediatly: carficd’ into- execution, produced a revenue: equal to 
three million of ftevling money! - The- ‘priefts, entaged at this 
affumption, exerted their utmoft abilities “in Atirring up the army 

andi the people again(t the fhah; but the former being compofed; 
in alarge proportion, of. the Sooni é, ridiculed their fituation, 
and the: bedy of‘the inhabitants, when they confideted that the 
edict would liberate them froma part of the ee iin 
were nat diflatisfied. ee en 

Nair Saat having ‘accompliflied this seine ordered the 
attendance of the chiefs of the people, and making a formal de- 
claration of the meafure which had been adopted, told them if 
they wanted priefts, they muft provide them at their own: charge! 
 ¢hat having himfelf little occafion for their fervices, he would not 
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contribute to their maintenance. Such was Nadir Shah before 
calamity had harraffed his mind, and difeafe his body. The actions 
of men, however amply gifted ky nature or improved by know- 
ledge, are ftrongly fhaped by the furrounding events of human life. 
Let the man whom we have but now viewed with admiration, 
towering down the tide of fortune with a {welling fail, and 
marking his progrefs by confpicuous marks of glory and renown, — 
‘be thrown on the rough fea of trouble, without a fhelter to cover 
him from its fury; or let him be ftretched on the couch of fick- 
nefs, helplefs, and racked with pain, we fhall f{peedily ceafe from 
wonder and repens and with difficulty credit the mn of the 
object. | | 3 

HAVING in detached nl and I fear with a wide deviation. 
from order, defcribed the moft important events of the Perfian 
empire, from the Afghan invafion to the death of Nadir Shah, I. 
could have wifhed briefly to connect that epocha with the prefent 
period ; but no document has come to my knowledge, fufficiently 
authentic or clear, for the illuftration of the whole of this in- 


terval. 


PReEviousLy to the adminiftration of Kareem Khan, many. 
competitors for the throne of Perfia came forward, and en- 
countered a various tranfient fortune, until all the race of Nadir, 
and the Sofis’ were extirpated, except Shah Rock, the chief of 
Mufchid, a ketch of whofe life, has been already noticed. Ka- 

reem 
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reem Khan,* from a marauding horfeman became the fuccefsful 
chieftain, and proclaiming. himfelf the regent of the empire, 
during the minority of a defcendant of the Sofi family, whom he 
pretended to have difcovered, eftablifhed his refidence at Shirqz. 
It appears that Saadut Khan, the brother of the regent, took Baf- 
forah + fromthe Furks after a year’s fiege; and during the Per- 
fian government of that place, Kareem Khan gave diftinguifhed 
indulgencies to the Englifh refidents eftablifhed there, whofe fac- 
tory and property, when the city fell into his poffeflion, were 
fully fecured to 'them. The adminiftration of Kareem Khan, 
was involved in a feries of hoftilities’ againft the Turks and 
Arabs, over whom, except the capture of Bafforah, he obtained 
but trivial advantages. | 

AT the period of the regent's death, which happened about 
the year 1778, Saadut Khan was ftationed with a fmall force 
at Bafforah, and folicitous of fpeedily reaching Shiraz, the 
theatre of action, he abandoned Bafforah, which again ac- 
knowledged the power of the Turks. When Saadut Khan ap- 
proached Shiraz, he found the gates fhut againft him by a 
Zacchi Khan, a branch of his family, who feizing on the 
city, and the perfon of Kareem Khan’s fon, then a youth, an- 


* He made no fcruple of avowing, that in his youth he purfued the oceupation 
of arobber, and that his foreteeth had been demolifhed by the kick of an afs, which he 
had ftolen and was carrying off. . : 

+ This event happened in the year 1774. 


Vou. II. Hh nounced 
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nounced himfelf the ruler of fouthern Perfia.. The young man 
having evinced a difpofition to favor the interefts of his uncle ; 
Zacchi Khan gave orders that he fhould be put to death, The 
fentence by a reverfe in no rare practice at a Mahometan court, 
was executed on himfelf, and Saadut Khan was admitted into 
Shiraz, with a participation of the affairs of government. He 
foon formed a combination againft his nephew, whom he ulti- 
mately depofed, on a charge of debauchery and a lavifh ex- 
penditure of the public treafure. 

Durinc the adminiftration of Kareem Khan, a body of 
troops had been-fent to quell fome infurrecfion, in a diftant 
part of the country, under an Ali Morad, who returning fucefs- 
ful, with an army difpofed to promote his purpofes, prefered a 
claim to the government; the iffue of a civil war, profecuted 
through a feries of depredation, murder, and treachery, gave Ali 
Morad the pofleflion of Shiraz, where he put to the fword, the 
whole family of Kareem Khan, with their adherents.* <A Per- 
fian of Ifpahan, {peaking to me of the actions of Ali Morad, and 
extolling his military genius, faid, that he poflefled a fcimetar of 
a large fize and fuperior quality, on the blade of which were en- 
graved the names of the twelve imaums, the directors of its edge,. 
and: the fecurity of its victories. 


® He was related te the family of Kareem. Khan; it is faid, that on this.event,. 
three hundred perfons were maflacred.. 


THE 
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THe comment on the Mahometan’s ftory, would in fact tell 
us, that whilft the fword of Ali Morad 1s thus patromifed by 
his twelve faints, there is no fervice, however entangled by the 
ties of faith and honor, that he may not cut afunder with im- 
punity, even with applaufe. Ali Morad, who has eftablifhed the 
feat of his government at Ifpahan, took Shiraz in 1778, or 1779, 
at which period, a gentleman of my acquaintance refided at Baf- 
forah, and has fince communicated to me fome tracts of the 
hiftory of Kareem Khan, and of thofe chiefs who appeared in 
action after his death. 

Tuis gentleman whofe veracity and difcerning judgment 
may be confided in, draws a melancholy picture of the fouthern- 
provinces of Perfia. He fays, that the inteftine feuds and com- 
motions gave a pretext for the perpetration of every crime dif- 
graceful to human nature, and produced fuch daring acts of 
flagitioufnefs, that the people refembled demons rather than men. 
It was ufual, he fays, for one half of the inhabitants of a-vil 
lage, to keep watch at night, that they might not be murdercd 
by the other, which if not equally vigilant became fubject to a 
fimilar fate. But enough of this fcene of blood, which degrades 
our race below the beafts of the field, and permit me in my 
defultory manner, to convey you again to the banks of the Caf. 
pian. It having been. already noticed, that the dominion of this 
fea is veited without competition in the empire of Ruffia, which 
has alfo obtained a {trong influence in fome of the bordering 


Hha | provinces, 
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provinces, it may not be foreign to rational enquiry, to exa- 
mine the ftages by which Ruffia has arrived at this acceffion of 
power. 

In the year 1722, Peter the Great was folicited by Thamas 
Khan, the fon of the Shah Huffeyn, to affift him in expelling 
the Afghans from Perfia, who had driven his father from the 
throne, and continued to hold pofleflion of an extenfive portion 
of the kingdom’; and to ftimulate Ruffia to the grant of this 
aid, the Perfian prince ftipulated ta cede in perpetuity the 
provinces of Ghilan and Shirwan. This propofal being acceded 
to, Peter, accompanied by the emprefs Katherine, embarked at 
Aftracan with a large force, and proceeding along the weft coaft 
of the Cafpian, landed at Agrechan, in the province of Min- 
grelia, about two hundred miles to the fouthward of the mouth 
of the Wolga; from thence he moved to the relief of Derbent, 
which had been befieged by the Afghans, and ftationing a party 


of three hundred men in the caftle, advanced a day’s march into 
Perfia; where he was met by the deputies of Baku, and Shah- 


machee who fought his proteftion againft the Afghans, then 
making ftrenuous exertions to reduce thefe places. 

PETER was preparing to undertake the fervice, when a Tur- 
kifh envoy arrived in the camp, and reprefented, that his mafter 
having annexed Shahmachee to the Turkifh dominion, was much 
difpleafed at the appearance of a Ruffian power in that quarter, 

: and 


@ 
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and that unlefs the emperor withdrew his forces, he was directed 
to declare war againft Ruffia. | 
PETER having lately felt the fuperior ftrength of the Turks 
in the unfortunate campaign of Pruth, and being then in a fo- 
reign country, deftitute of the refources neceflary for commen- 
cing hoftilities againft fo powerful an enemy, he confented to a 
peaceable return to his own dominions. The Turkifh envoy ac- 
companied the army to the northern limits of Perfia, where he 
remained until it had embarked for Aftracan. .The party which 
had been lodged in the fort of Derbent did not join the army 
in its retreat, but at the folicitation of the inhabitants ¢onti- 
nued in that ftation, until the Ruffians at.a future period. ap- 
peared on the Cafpian, while thofe. of Baku deprived. of the hope 
of fuccour, received a body. of Afghan troops into the town, 
and fubmitted to the government of If{pahan. | 
Tue Ruffians had conftructed a {mall fort on the river Milla 
Kenti, in the territory of the Lefghi Tartars, and garrifoned it 
with five hundred men, who after the departure of the grand. army, 
were attacked by a large Afghan force and wholly deftroyed. 
Peter, it is faid, loft in this expedition, a third part of his troops, 
by ficknefs, fatigue, and onfets of the Lefghis ; a lofs the more 
mortifying, as it was then attended by a fubverfion of the fan- 
puine project he had formed, of extending his — into the 
interior provinces of Perfia.’ 
Ir appears that this event was followed tn.a fhort time, by — 
an 
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bn ultimate and formal convention, between the courts of Cone 
ftantinople and Peterfburgh, which ftipulated that Shahmachee, 
the territories of Armenia, Georgia, and Melitaner, fhould be held 
permanent appendages of the Port; and that Peter fhould be left 
at liberty to profecute his defigns on the provinces of Perfa, 
bordering on the Cafpian fea. 

In the latter end of the year 1722, the Perfian chief ss Ghilan | 
‘deputed an agent to Aftracan with powers to deliver up Rethd, 
the capital of the province, to a Ruffian garrifon, fhould it be 
immediately difpatched to the relief of the city, then invefted by 
the Afghans. The emperor affenting to the meafure, difpatched 
‘by fea a thoufand men to Ghilan, but on their arrival they 
were refufed admittance by the inhabitants, who alarmed at the 
delay of the aid, and threatened with fevere vengeance if they 
formed any connection with the Ruffian government, had en- 
tered into a negociation with the Afghan officer for the fur- 
render of the city. The Ruffian detachment formed an entrench- 
ment on the fva-fhore, where it remained until a reinforcement 
of four thoufand men came from Aftraean, with orders to force 
an entrance into Refhd ; but this fervice was not found neceffary, 
for on the arrival of the additional force, the gates of Refhd 
were immediately thrown open, and the whole province of Ghi- 
lan became fubje€t to Ruffia. 

Tue officer who commanded the auxiliary troops, had in 
his paflage down the Cafpian, touched at Baku, where he was 

directed 
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directed to lodge a garrifon, conformably to a previous requi- 
fition of the Perfian governor, but the fuccour arriving too late, 
the place had fubmitted to an Afghan army. Peter anxious to 
acquire fo valuable an acquifition, difpatched in the courfe of the 
following year, 1723, a ftrong naval arnament from Aftracan, 
which entering the port of Baku,* took the fort after a fhort. 
bombardment. It is faid that previoufly to this fiege, the Per- 
fians had never feeh a mortar, and that when the Ruffian bomb- 
ketch was warped into its ftation, they ridiculed the attempt: 
ef fo {mall a veflel preparing to attack the fort; but the de- 
ftruction of the buildings, and the carnage which enfued, fpee- 
dily converted their contempt into aftonifhment and fear. 
Tress. leading lines of the progrefs and eftablifhment of the 
Ruffian power on -the Cafpian fea, are largely borrowed from 
the memoirs of a captain Bruce, who ferved in Peter’s army. 
during the firft Perfian expedition, and who feems to have made 
his obfervations with an accurate judgment; he has certainly 
related them with. fimplicity and candor. His documents alfo. 
eorrefponding with the information which I collected in Per- 
fia, this fketch is laid before you with the greater confidence. 
From the period’ at which Peter fixed his power in the pro- 
vinces of Shirvan and Ghilan, to the year 1732, when Nadir de-. 


* This word, I am informed, is compofed of the Perfran words, Bad and ku, fignify-. 
ing a windy hill; it is certain that.a ftrong wind generally prevails at that place. 
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pofed Shah Thamas, and affumed the diadem of Perfia, it is not 
feen that any material occurences interpofed to difturb the Ruf- 
fian territory, or commerce on the Cafpian. But when this me- 
teor of the eaft had blazed forth, and in its courfe confumed 
or difmayed the furrounding nations, the Ruffians then invol- 
ved in domeftic commotion and intrigue, were compelled to eva- 
cuate their Cafpian dominion, with only the permiffion to hold 
a refident at the fea-port of Enzillee, for the management of the 
Ghilan. filk-trade.* | 

Forrau Art Kuan, having within thefe late years, enga- 
ged in a defultory warfare with the Lefghi Tartars, fought the 
affiftance of the Ruffians, who after repelling the incurfions of 
the enemy, held for fome time poffeffion of the fort of Derbent. 
It has been again reftored ; but the conditions are not known, 
though we may infer from the policy of the court of Peters- 
burgh, which is not in the habit of retrenching its limits, that 
the caufe of withdrawing the garrifon of Derbent, did not pro- 
ceed from mere motives of liberality. 

TuaT your knowledge of this quarter of Perfia may be more 
complete and fatisfactory, I have been prompted to annex in this 


* In the year 1746, an embafly was fent by the emprefs Elizabeth to Nadir Shah, a 
relation of which has been publifhed by Mr. William Cooke, who accompanied it in 
the capacity of a furgeon; and at that time it appears that except the Enzille factory, 
and a commercial refidency at Derbent, the Ruflians did not poffefs any eftablifhment 
in Perfia. 
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place, a furvey of the Cafpian fea made by Captain Bruce, in 
the year, 1723, by the order of Peter, after his return from 
Perfia. The relation of this ftirvey is deficient in the detail of 
bearings, and often of the foundings, nor is it known whether 
thefe remarks were ever recorded, or have been omitted by the 
publifher ; but the information is much wanted, for except the 
Ruffians, other nations are ftill trivially acquainted with the 
coafts of the Cafpian fea; efpecially with that which confines 
Tartary. 

. CapTain Bruce fays, ‘* we received orders to go all round 
* the Cafpian fea to furvey and found it, and lay down in a 
‘¢ chart all the rivers, creeks, and bays, with all the different 
‘¢ foundings ; and for this fervice, had one of the ftrongeft new 
© built galleys of forty oars, carrying two eighteen pounders in 
‘her prow, twenty four fwivels, and three hundred men, at- 
“ tended with four boats, two of eight oars, one of ten, and 
‘* another of twelve, each boat carrying one {wivel gun; and 
‘© two fub-engineers were appointed for my affiftants. 

‘THe 18th of April 1723, went down to the mouth of 
“ the Volga,* and next morning proceeding from thence eaft- 
‘* ward, we pafied in very fhallow water along the coaft, fo 
<* very overgrown with weeds, that we were obliged to keep at 


‘*- five or fix miles diftant from the fhore, in from ten to twelve 


+ F orty miles below the city of Aftracan, 


. Vox. I. Ti | ee fect 
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feet water; and all the way, everi for eight days time, we 


could find no place to land, even our {malleft boats. We 
faw two little iflands in the way, but we could not comé 
at them for reeds, but we killed a great number of fea-fow], 
that have their nefts in thefe iflands, and had plenty of fifh 


arid fowl, all the way. We failed and rowed, as the wind 


permitted, but came to an anchor evéry evening that no- 
thing might efcape our obfervation. 

“On the 26th, we arived at the river Jaick, the mouth of 
which is one hundred fathoms broad, and eighteen feet deep; 
we went to the town of Jaick, that ftands about one mile 
up the river, which is well fortified, and has a ftrong gar- 
rifon of Ruffians and Tartars,* to keep the Kalmuck and - } 
Nagayan Tartars in awe, and to prevent them from attack- 
ing each other, as they live in perpetual enmity. 

‘“ ‘Fug Nagayans inhabit all the country from Aftracan to 
the Jaick, all along the fea coaft, being two hundred and fifty — 
verfts + in extent; and the Kalmucks poffefs that vaft tract of 
land from Saratoff to the great defert of Beriket, and that 


“ traé&t to the fouth of the Jaick, all along the fhore to the 


river Yembo, which is 93 verfts from this place; we ftayed 


_® The inhabitants of that tract of Tartary, which has been completely fubdued by 


Ruffia and now a ftationary people. 


+ At the common calculation of two thirds of a mile to a verft, this diftance is. 


E70 miles.. 


“ only 
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only one day, at Jaick,* and provided ourfelves with frefh meat 
s© and water. | 

«« Berne informed by the governor of the place, that there 
‘¢ was a large gulf to the eaftward, extending to the river Yembo, 
““ but too fhallow to admit our galley. I fent one of our 
‘¢ engineers to go round and furvey it, and join us again on 
“ the oppofite point, far which we proceeded immediately ; and 
‘¢ failing fouth, we anchored on the 30th, between the ifland 
‘* of Kulala and the point of the main, in fix fathoms water, 
<‘ in view of the mountains of Kanayan, and from whence we 
‘ had a clean and deep fhore. At this place begin the ter- 
‘< ritories of the Turkiftan and Turcomanian Tartars. During our 
<< ftay, waiting the return of the engineer, we laid in plenty 
“ of wood and water, and diverted ourfelves with fowling and 
“ fifhing; we caught here a Beluga of upwards of fix yards 
‘© long and thick in proportion, from the roe of which we 
“© made excellent caviar, which lafted us above a month. 

‘“ Qur engineer with the boats joined us, on the -10th 
** of May, who reported that in the furvey of the bay, he 


* The Ruffians fend annually, two or three barks from Aftracan to Uir Gunge, @ 
Turcoman mart, fituated on this river, above the town of Jaick, whence in return for 
European commodities, as fteel, bar-iron, and remnants of broad-cloth, they import 
furs, and falt fifh. The Jaick continues frozen from the month of December to the 
middle of March, during which period, the Uir Gunge trade ceafes ; nor do the Tartars, 
who are chiefly merchants of Bochara, and Samur Kund, refide at that place, after the 
departure of the Ruffian veflels, ——=- GeorGE TorsTER. 
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found only from five to eight feet water; that the whole 
fhore was fo covered with reeds, that they could only land 


“at the mouth of the river Yembo, which was both broad 


and deep. We left the ifland of Kulala, on the 11th, on 
our way to the gulf of Ifkander, where we arrived on the 
26th; all along this coaft there is a great depth of water, fo 
that we could land with our galley on any part of it. 

‘© A GREAT number of fmall rivers fall into the fea from 
the mountains, but we could not learn their names although 
I attempted to get information, by fending the twelve oared 
boat with an officer and twenty four men, and an interpreter 
to fpeak to the people on fhore; but they no fooner came 
near enough, than the Tartars let fly a volley of arrows at 
our people, who returned the falute with a difcharge of their 


-mufquetry at them; and we fired one of our great guns from 


the galley at them, which made them retire to the mountains | 
in good hafte. They always appeared in great parties, on 
lorfeback, and well armed, and we faw feveral of their hords 
or camps at a great diftance,; from which they move at plea- 
fure, and wander from place to place, for thofe Tartars have 
no fettled abode; they contined to attend’ us every day in great 
parties, to watch our motions, out of the reach of our guns, 
and they difappeared entirely on our arrival in the gulf of If 


s¢ kander, which is one hundred and eighty four verfts from the 


es. 


ifland. of Kulala. In this gulf which is thirty verfts in length. 
“- and. 
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* and eighteen broad, we found near the fhore fromi five to fix 
‘ fathoms water, with a clear ground and exceeding good an- 
** chorage.” 

On the roth of April, the veffel in which I had embarked, 
failed for Baku, and coafting the north-eaft head-land of the 
bay, anchored at Abfhhorah,®* a road-ftead on a rocky fhore, at 
which place moft of the paflengers came on board. The Ar- 
menians and Greeks had remained to celebrate the Eafter-feftival 
at Baku, where they have been permitted to erect a {mall chapel: 
The Perfians of Shirwan, whether, from a frequent intercourfé 
with the Greeks, who introduce much wealth into their coun- 
try, or from a dread of the Ruffian power, fhew a lefs -diflike 
to the Chriftians than thofe of the eaftern provinces.-+ 

Nort being confidered a ftaunch member of the faith, or 
thought to poffefs a fufficient fanctity of manners, I was not 
invited to affift at the conclufion of the Eafter-faft. But, mucli 
againft my will, I became a partaker of it on board the veffel, 
On the morning of Eafter-funday, long before break of day,. 
the whole fhip’s crew, from the mafter to the cook, rufhed tu- 
multuoufly into the cabin, where I was afleep, and bellowed out 
their prayers to the figures of the virgin, and their patron, Saint: 


® A Perfian compound word, fignifying falt water. 

+ A fociety of Perfians, of the Sooni faith, is eftablifhed at Shahmachee,.and its: 
neighbourhood, who are governed by a chief of their own tribe, a proprietor of cere. 
tain diftricts held-in Feu of Futtah Ali Khan,. 


Nicholas,. 
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Nicholas, for the fpeedy deliverance of Chrift from the grave, 
which as foon as was fuppofed to be effected, they faluted each 
other by a kifs, faying “ Chrift has rifen.” 

Durinc the fervor of this occupation, I was wholly over- 
looked and trampled on. They did not however neglect me in 
the more fubftantial part of the feftival ; for though in bed, they 
placed near me a large pudding ftuffed with meat, which they 
earneftly defired me to eat; obferving that as I muft have in- 
curred a fevere reftraint during their rigorous lent, it was now 
neceflary to regale and be merry. They theméfelves implicitly con- 
formed to the advice ; and from the extraordinary quantity of 
flefh meat which they haftily devoured, during thefe holidays, 
it feemed that they eat as much for the purpofe of compenfa- 
ting loft time, as the gratification of appetite. 

On the 13th of April, every perfon and every parcel that 
could poffibly find a place being embarked, the vefiel failed, paf- 
fing between a {mall ifland of rocks and the main. On looking 
_ around, I was amazed at the crowd of paffengers, and the lum- 
ber that was fcattered on the deck and fufpended from the fides. 
I could not have thought it poflible for fuch a {pace to contain 
fo much matter. The lodging allotted to me, admitted fcantily 
of my length, and of lying only on one fide; but I was fortu- 
nate in an interior ftation, which faved me from being trod on 
by the other paffengers, over whom lay my common path. 
When placed at the fame board with a Ruffian, an Armenian, 

a Greek, 
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a Gréek, and a Perfian, I ufed to inveftigate with a pleafing cu- 
riofity the caufe which had linked in the bonds of fociety, five 
perforis of different nations, manners, and prejudices. The union 
was manifeftly formed by felf-intereft, which when refined by 
a knowledge of the world, induces men to feek profit and plea- 
pleafure through various channels, and in the purfuit, which is 
eager and vigorous, many are prompted to break down the 
ftrongeft ferices which education or fuperftition can plant. 

On the evening of the 2oth, having feen two fifhing-boats: 
which marked the vicinity of the Aftracan fhore, our bark came 
to an anchor in three fathom water, but no land in fight. In 
the evening the wind began to blow with violence, and raifed 
the fea; which m the Cafpian is foon agitated, having a fhort 
irregular motion and: breaking with great force. I had not been 
long in bed, when the Greek gentleman expreffed an apprehen- 
fion that the veffel was touching the ground, which was foon 
verified by a rough fhock of the rudder. A feene of confu- 
fion, marked with various tokens of diftrefs now enfued. Some 
were bawling out in the Ruffian, the Armenian and in the Per- 
flan language, while others were lamenting their fate in Greek 
and Turkifh. | 

Hap I not been fo effentially interefted in the event, which 
bore a very unpromifing afpect, the diverfity of modes adapted 
in expreffing a fenfe of this difafter, would have afforded mat- 
ter of curious notice. Every man was imploring the divine in- 

' terpofition 
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terpofition in his own manner and language; but my attention was 
chiefly attracted by a Perfian who had taken refuge in the ca- 
bin, a place he imagined of the more fafety, from the mafter 
having taken his ftation there. In a piteous tone, he begged 
that I would accommodate him with a pillow, that he might 
compofe himfelf, and await his laft hour with refignation ; amidft 
his ejaculations which were loud and fervent, he did not once 
mention the name of Mahomet. The whole force of his prayers 
were levelled at Ali, on whom he beftowed every title that could 
denote fanctity, or military prowefs; he called on him by the 
name of the Friend of God, the Lord of the faithful and the Bran- 
difher of the invincible fword, to look down on his fervant, and 
fhield him from the impending evil; thinking alfo to obtain the 
more grace with the father, he would occafionally launch out 
into the praifes of his two fons.* 

Tue bales of filk, with which the cabin was filled to half 
its height, being removed forward, the veflel which ftruck only 
at the ftern, was for a time relieved; but the wind and fea in- 
creafing, our danger became imminent. I propofed to the Greek, 
to throw over fome part of the cargoe, as the beft mode of fa- 
ving the reft, as alfo our lives; and he was difpofed to try the 
expedient, had he not been obftructed by the paflengers, who 
bitterly inveighed again{ft the propofal, and the adventuring Fe- 


® Huffin and Huffeyn. 
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FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 257 


ringhee its author, who having nothing to lofe, they faid, was 
little interefted in the iffue. Yet I can with truth aver, that in 
no fituation of difficulty in which I have been occafionally in- 
volved, did I ever feel a ftronger reluctance of quitting the ‘“* warm 
precincts of day ;’’ I could not with adequate fortitude reconcile 
the idea of being loft on a fhore, which I had fo long fought 
with labor and anxiety, and which I had approached only to 
meet deftruction. But that I might not be taken wholly unpre- 
pared.I fecured about my perfon the journal of my route, the 
only article of property which was in the leaft valuable. 
Havinc obtained the Greek’s confent to cut away fome 
heavy lumber which hung from that quarter, and greatly con- 
tributed to augment the force of the.veffel’s ftriking the ground ; 
I began to throw into the fea empty cafks, tubs, and bafkets 
of fruit; and was proceeding brifkly in the work, when I was 
driven from my poft by a ftrong party of the proprietors. 
On the 22d, before noon, the wind having abated a little, 
the crew were enabled, though with with difficulty, to hoift out 
the boat, which was out of all proportion, large and heavy ; 
nor did the veffel ever touch the ground after being difbur- 
thened of this mafs. ; 
On the 23d, at anchor, the wind moderate but contrary. 
The veffel remained nearly in the fame place until the 28th, 
when many filhing boats came in fight; not-lefs I imagine, 
than one hundred ; and fome of them vifiting us, we. purchafed 
Vou If. Kk at 
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at the rate of a fhilling a piece excellent fturgeon, the roes of 
which, {tripped of the filaments and fprinkled with falt, with- 
out any other preparation, is the common food of the Ruffians, 
and of which I have eat heartily. This when dried, is called 
in Europe, the caviar, and produces a profitable traffick to the 
city of Aftracan. The fturgeon fifhery is chiefly conduéted by 
Kalmuck Tartars, who find a ready fale for their fifh, at nu- 
merous factories, eftablifhed by the Ruffians, on the lower parts 
of the Volga, for the purpofe of falting fturgeon and preparing 
the caviar. 

Havinc underftood that the Kalmucks were a migrating 
people, confifting wholly of fhepherds and foldiers, who derived 
a fubfiftance from their broods of cattle, and marauding expe- 
ditions, I was furprized at feeing them occupied in a marine pro~ 
feffion. But many thoufands of the Kalmuck race are fcattered 
about the northern coaft of the Cafpian, where in {mall narrow 
boats, worked by four or five perfons, they are engaged in the ftur- 
geon fifhery during the fummer months. They often continue 
many fucceffive days at fea, the water * of which they drink. And 
they eat in its raw ftate part of the produce of their labors. 

HERE Is not perhaps on the face of the earth, a human creature 


* At the diftance of fifteen and twenty leagues from the north fhore of the Caf- 
pian, the water frefhened by the large rivers flowing into it from that quarter, may 
be drunk without prejudice ; it being only brackifh, when the wind blows ftrong from 
the fouthward. 
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who lives on coarfer fare, or to a civilized people more difgufting 
than a Kalmuck Tartar ; not even the favages of fouthern Africa. 
Putrid fifh raw, or the flefh of carrion, horfes, oxen, and ca- 
mels, is the ordinary food of Kalmucks; and they are more 
active and lefs fufceptible of the inclemency of weather, than 
any race of men I have ever feen. The features of a Kalmuck, 
though coarfer, bear a ftriking refemblance to thofe of a Chi- 
nefe; the upper part of his nofe is fcarcely feen to project from 
the face, and its extremity is furnifhed with widely dilated 
noftrils. | oe 
BeInG anxious to leave the fhip whofe provifions were nearly 
confumed, and which from the crowd and filth of the pafien- 
gers, had become very offenfive, I hired in conjunction with the 
Greek. gentleman, a Kalmuck -boat to go to Aftracan. But be- 
fore I quit the fubjeét of the veffel, I muft mention to you that we 
brought from Baku five Hindoos; two of them were merchants 
of Moultan and three were mendicants, a father, his fon, and 
a Sunyafiee.* The laft was a hale, fpririted young man, who 
impelled by an equal alertnefs in mind and body, blended alfo 
with a ftrong tincture: of fanaticifm, was making, it may be 
termed, the tour of the world; for he did not feem to hold 
it a matter of much concern whither his courfe was direcied, 


provided he was in motion 


_'* The-name of a religious fet of Hindoas, chicfy of the Bramin tribe. 
Kk 2 THE 
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Tue Hindoos at Baku had fupplied his little wants, and re- 
commended him to their agents in Ruflia, whence he faid, he 
would like to proceed with me to England. The Moultanee 
Hindoos were going to Aftracan on a commercial adventure 
merely, and would not have gone a mile out of the road to have 
ferved God or man. When I accufed the Hindoos of polluting 
themfelves by drinking the cafk-water, and preparing victuals 
in the fhip-kitchen, they obferved, that they had already become 
zmpure by croffing the forbidden river,* beyond which all dif. 
crimination of tribes ceafed. Though fpirituous liquors are pro- 
hibited to the Hindoos, it does not appear that the ufe of bang, 
an intoxicating weed which refembles the hemp in Europe, and 
is prepared either for {moking or a draught, 1s confidered even by” 
the moft rigid, a breach of the law, for they drink it without 
referve, and often to excefs. 

In the evening of the 28th of April, four of us. embarked 
in one of the Kalmuck boats, rowed by four ftout men, whe 
directing a courfe for the Aftracan channel, proceeded: at the rate 
of five miles an hour, over very fmooth water; we reached be- 
fore night a {mall inhabited ifland, about twenty five miles 
diftant from the veffel; and as the Kalmucks were fatigued with 
hard work, it was agreed to go on fhore for a few hours to 
give them a refpite. I landed with joy on the territory of 


@ The Attoc. — WV. B, The verfes of the Emperor to the Hindoo- Rajah. 
Ruf_ia ; 
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Ruffia ; arid you who have now perufed the ftory of my long, 
laborious journey, will fee reafon, without the aid of figurative 
enlargement, for the pleafure I felt. The inhabitants of the 
ifland, who were agents of the fturgeon fifhery, received us with 
cordiality, and when apprized of the Greek gentleman’s rank in 
the fervice, treated him with much refpect. In a wooden houfe, 
cleanly furnifhed in the European manner, which to me was a 
rare object, we were entertained with a difh of fturgeon in 
broth, good bread, and pure water. Excufe the fenfuality of my 
‘defcription; but I muft give way to an impulfe of joy at the 
remembrance of that delicious meal. It was perfonally ferved 
up by our hoft, who agreeably, to the ancient cuftom of Ruffia 
waited at table, and performed all the offices of affiduous hof- 
pitality. 

AT the conclufion of the repaft, in which the Kalmucks had 
fubfequently fhared, we proceeded on our journey, and leaving 
John’s Ifland* on the left, the lights of which were feen, en- 
tered the Aftracan branch of the Volga. About midnight the 
boatmen became fo much harrafled by the labor of the oar, at 
which they probably had been employed all the preceding day, 
that it was found neceflary to refrefh them with a little fleep, 
of which I was alfo in great need. Having only a fpace to fit 


* Called alfo Chattiree Rougarree, It ftands at the mouth of the Aftracam channel, 
and is furnifhed with a light-houfe. | 
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on with my legs bent under me, the pdfition had long been 
very painful, and no fooner did the boat touch ground, than 
leaping out, I fpread my cloak on the ground, and flept foundly 
three hours. At day light we commenced our journey, which 
led among numerous low iflands, covered with reeds, and about 
eight o’clock in the morning, arrived at a ftation called the 
Brand Wacht, about twelve miles within John’s Ifland, where 
a marine guard is pofted for the proteétion of the cuftom 
houfe, and enforcing the occafional obfervance of quarantine. 
It was fortunate that I had procured a written teftimony of 
my fituation from the captain of the frigate at Baku, without 
which I muft have awaited the orders of the Aftracan govern- 
ment. We difcharged the Kalmucks at the Brand Wacht, and 
hired an eight oared boat, the property of Turkoman Tartars,* 
who were clothed like Ruffian feamen, and very expert in the 
management of the oar. 

Tue Turkoman fubjects of Ruffia, are an induftrious quiet 
people, and have become ufeful fubjects to the ftate. Many of 
them ferve in the navy and army, where they are received without 
objection to their religious tenets, which are ltefs intemperate, than 
thofe of any other of the weftern Mahometans. Few villages are 
feen on the borders of this branch of the Volga; the land, nearly 


* The defcendants of thofe Tartars, who were in poffeffion of Aftracan, when it 
was fubdued in 3552, by the Czar, Ivan Bafilivitz, furnamed the Tyrant. 
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Jevel with the water, is thickly covered with reeds, affording a 
commodious fhelter to numerous flocks of wild geefe, which feem 
to have reforted thither from all quarters of the globe ; nor could 
they have chofen a fitter place; it is equally fecluded from the 
haunts of men and animals, defended by a {trong cover, and abun- 
dantly fupplied with frefh water. 

WHEN we arrived in fight of the great church of Aftracan, 
which with the other fpires and high buildings of that city, pre- 
fent a beautiful vifta to a long reach of the Volga, my Greek friend 
arofe, and making the fign of the crofs on his body, offered up, 
with an unaffected decent devotion, a prayer of thankfgiving for 
his fafe return to his country; and I truft that I fhall not incur 
your cenfure for having adopted his manner and example. Forms 
are the leaft important part of our duty, and the obfervance of 
this, I held a neceffary refpect for the religious worfhip of a man 
who had rendered me effential offices of humanity. 

On our arrival at his houfe, which ftands on the bank of the 
river, I requefted leave to retire to a feparate apartment until my 
perfon fhould undergo a purification, which had now become ur- 
gently neceffary, and fome European apparel provided. This warm 
hearted Greek would not liften to the propofal, but feizing my 
arm, forcibly dragged me into the room, where his wife, a pretty 
young woman, and fome gentlemen of the place were affembled. 
He introduced me to the company, by the name of Signor Georgio, 
and in a few words, recounted to them the heads of my ftory. 

Though 
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Though I was clad in an ordinary Perfian drefs, had a rough 
beard, and a very weather-beaten face, not one of them feemed to 
notice the uncouth appearance, but by kind and polite congratu- 
lations, took every occafion to difpel my evident embarraf{ment. 
I foon went to bed, where I muft have been overpowered by a 
{trong fleep; for the Greek told me in the morning, that he had 
made repeated attempts to awaken me, fearing that his houfe 
would have been confumed by a fire, which had broke out with 
violence in the neighbourhood. My hoft infifted on furnifhing 
me with clothing out of his own wardrobe, obferving that my 
fhort ftay at Aftracan, would not admit of a new equipment ; 
an Armenian gentleman, who came to welcome the Greek’s-ar- 
rival, propofed to introduce me to the officer, commanding the 
Cafpian f{quadron, and to one of my countrymen, a lieutenant 
in the Ruffian navy. 

Tue commodore,* who fpoke the Englifh language very in- 
telligibly, received us with much politenefs, and fent a fervant 
to inform Mr. Long, the Englifh gentleman, of my arrival. 
The connection which I formed with my countryman, who was 
of a friendly and chearful difpofition, rendered my ftay at Af 
tracan, very pleafant; and having little other occupation there, 
than that of a {pectator, you will neceffarily fuppofe, that I 
ought to give fome defcription of this quarter of Rutiia; but 


* Peter Hannicoff, aknizht of one of the military orders. 
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the fubject has already been fo amply inveftigated by writers of 
almoft every European nation, that had even my refidence enabled 
me to undertake the difcuffion, little remains to be defcribed. 

Ir is feen in the hiftory of Ruffia, that the Czar, Ivan Bafi- | 
lovitz, having in the year 1552, conquered the Tartar kingdom 
of Cafan, he turned his arms againft the Nogay Tartars of Aftra- 
can, and fubdued their country, the capital of which he took by 
affault, and ftrengthened it by a new fortification in the Afiatic 
manner. The fpace which the territory of Aftracan occupies on 
the face of the globe is fo peculiarly marked, that it enforces the 
notice of every obferver. On the eaft and fouth-eaft, it is fkirted 
by a wild extenfive defert, reaching tg the habitable quarters of 
Tranfoxonian Tartary; on the fouth, it hath the barren fhores of 
the Cafpian fea; on the fouth-eaft, a defert of three or four hun- 
dred miles, extending to Circaflia, which 1s only fupplied at two 
places with frefh water ; and on the weft, another fpacious watte 
divides it from the Black fea: | 

On thefe dreary plains, little other veftige of humanity 1s 
feen than thinly fcattered hords of roving Tartars, whofe’ rude 
and favage life but increafes the horror of the fcene ; and, as 
if the kinder powers of nature had been deftroyed, or arrefted 
by fome malignant influence, not a fhrub or blade of grafs is 
to be feen on many of thefe plains that is not tainted with 
noxious qualities. To the north and north-eaft, the province 
of Aftracan is bounded by Ruffia Proper, and Cazan, on which 
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fide alfo a wide traét of barren land is interpofed. The ifland 
on which Aftracan ftands, as well as its dependant territory, 
produces no grain, and though fo deeply furrounded by deferts, 
no quarter of the Ruffian dominions is more abundantly fup- 
plied with this provifion. ‘The country to the weftward and 
fouthward of Aftracan, produces a natural falt of an excellent 
quality for domeftic ufes, which is tranfported from thence to 
remote parts of the empire, chiefly by water carriage.* The 
flourifhing ftate of the province of Aftracan, hath alfo been 
largely promoted by its fifheries on the Volga and the Cafpian 
‘fea, where the fifh are procured and falted at a cheap rate, and 
the fale is very extenfivg. 

A srisk traffick has long fubfifted between Aftracan and 
the Tartars of Bochara and Khieva, who in return for their 
curious furs and lambfkins, purchafe a variety of European com- 
modities. Yet the natural advantages of Aftracan would yield 
but a {mall portion of their benefits, did not the Volga furnifh the 
means of a fecure and commodious conveyance. This river, 
which has a courfe of not lefs than two thoufand Britifh miles, 
takes its rife from a lake of the fame name, in the province of No- 


* Saltpetre, though not in large quantities, is found in the vicinity of Aftracan, 
which, according to Cooke, is taken out of the earth, and macerated for fome time in 
water; then they draw it off, and by adding foot and fome quick lime, evaporate the 
water, and make as good faltpetre as can be made any where. See tracts of Mr. 
William Cooke, Surgeon. : 
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vogorod, latitude 57, longitude eaft 51, and after fkirting nume- 
rous cities and mercantile towns, falls into the Cafpian fea, forty 
miles below Aftracan. In this courfe, it receives many rivers and 
leffer ftreams, which fpreading to the eaftward, form a navigable 
eommunication throughout that wide {pace of country, lying be- 
tween Siberia and the Dnieper. 

By the Occa which receives the river Mofca and joins the Vol- 
ga, at the city of Nynio Novogorod, large boats pafs from Aftracan 
to the old capital; and by a canal which unites the Volga with the 
Mita, a river ultimately flowing into the Ladoga lake, the fource of 
the Neva, an inland navigation is completely opened between the 
Cafpian and the Baltic feas. From the level face of the country, 
the current * of the Volga has little force, and will admit of boats 
being warped againft it, at the rate of three miles an hour.f- The 
city of Aftracan is f{uppofed to contain about eighty thoufand in- 
habitants. Exclufive of the Ruffians, there is a numerous colony 
of Nagayan Tartars, (the ancient people of the country), many 
Greeks, Armenians, and Circaffians, fome itinerant Perfians, and a 
{mall fociety of Hindoos. 

In the life of Timur Beg, tranflated from the Perfic by M. 
Petit de la Croix, Aftracan is denominated Hadji Terkan, one 
of the principal cities of the kingdom of Kapchac, which Ti- 


* Tt runs about one and a half, and two miles per hour. 
+ For a defcription of the manner in which thefe boats are worked, fee Hanway’s 
and Bruce’s travels. 
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mur, when he penetrated into that quarter of Tartary, took and 
deftroyed. This prince detached alfo a part of his army fur- 
ther up the Volga to Serai,* the capital of Kapchac, which 
was plundered and reduced to afhes. In the hiftory of Timur, 
I find a paflage relative to Ruffia, which for the curious in- 
formation it conveys, deferves a diftinét notice. 

Timur, in the purfuit of a vanquifhed enemy, arrived at 
the river Dnieper, which leaving on the left, he croffed the 
Don, and entered the dominion of Ruffia. The author, in the 
Englifh tranflation, fays, ‘‘ our foldiers purfued him as far as 
** Corafon, the prefent Korefh, a town of Grand Ruflia, which 
‘“‘ they entirely pillaged. They over-run all the great kingdom of 
‘© Mufcovy and Ourous-dgic, or Little Ruflia, where they took 
‘© prodigious droves of cattle, and abundance of women, and girls 
‘¢ of all ages, and of an extraordinary beauty and fhape. Then 
«Timur went in perfon to the city of Mofcow, the capital of 

Grand Ruffia, which his foldiers plundered, as they had done 
£* all the neighbouring places dependant on it, defeating and cut- 
‘‘ ting in pieces the governors and princes. The Ruflians and 
Mufcovites never beheld their kingdom in fo bad a condition ; 
their plains being covered with dead bodies. The army en- 
riched themfelves with whatever they could find in this vaft 
“country, as ingots of gold, filver blades, great quantities of 
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* An Afiatic word fignifying refidence. 
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*¢ antioch ; very much efteemed cloth, wove in Ruffia with a great 
“© deal of fkill and nicety; vaft numbers of fables, black as jet, 
“ and ermins, with which every perfon in the army was fuf- 
* ficiently furnifhed, both for his own and his childrens lives ; 
¢ as likewife fkins of vacafh, grey and white, fpotted like tygers 
“‘ fkins. They alfo brought away many fkins of grey and red 
‘© foxes, and an infinite number of young colts which had not 
“ been fhod. It would be tedious to give a detail of all the 
““ booty they obtained in this great country.” 

WuartT an immenfe {cope did the conquefts and invafions of 
Timur embrace. His arms were feen victorious on the Ganges, and 
his banners flying on the confines of the Baltic fea! yet, view the 
{fcene of the prefent day, and you will behold the great empires 
which he founded, mouldered into duft. Ruffia which had felt the 
force of the deftructive Tartar, and was but yefterday drawn - 
out of: barbarifm and reduced into form, hath already taken am- 
ple vengeance* for the difgrace fhe then fuffered ; and in the 
probable revolution of events, promifes to complete the work 
which has been fo fuccefsfully begun. 

Durine the flourifhing ftate of Perfia and Turkey, when 
thefe powers were enabled to reftrain the Ruffian empire within its 
_ proper limit, Aftracan was confidered an important frontier. But 


* The imperial family of Turkey is of the Tartar race. 
fince 


270 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 


fince the decay of the Perfian monarchy, the independance of 
Georgia, and the ceffion of the Crimea by the Turks, who in this 
furrender have proclaimed their weaknefs and pufillanimity to 
the world; and fince the Tartars who were fcattered over the 
eaftern and weftern fides of the Volga, have been either com- 
pelled to defert their haunts, or fubmit to the Ruffian power, 
this province no longer forms the boundary of the empire. The 
government of Aftracan, is now directed by a fyftem wholly civil 
and commercial, and the garrifon confifts of about fifteen hundred 
men, who have more the appearance of militia than regular 
troops, and are confpicuoufly deficient in military order. 

In this city, which occupies a mediate fituation between Afia 
and Europe, there is perhaps a more diverfifjed affemblage .of 
nations, than on any other fpot on the globe, and a more 
liberal difplay of toleration; you fee the Greek, Lutheran, 
and Roman churches, mingled with the Mahometan mofque 
and Hindoo pagoda, and the different fectaries united by the 
bonds of a common focial compact. The largeft portion of 
the induftry and adventure which fupports the commerce of 
Aftracan, is contributed by the Armenians, who are the pro- 
prietors of moft of the Cafpian veffels, and the chief conductors 
of the Perfian trade. By their pliant manners but more by 
their wealth, which has fupplied the means of fecuring the favor 
of government, the Armenians have acquired a diftinguifhed in- 

fluence 
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fluence and refpect in this province. Where they exhibit a 
cumbrous luxury and fplendor; and generally adopt the Ruf- 
fian manners. It evidently appears that the extenfive encou- 
ragement given to thefe people, has conduced to introduce much 
wealth and commercial emulation into this part of the empire, 
Tue Hindoos alfo enjoy at Aftracan very fair indulgence; 
nor could they in the moft celebrated places of worfhip in India, 
perform their rites with more freedom. They are not ftationary 
refidents, nor do they keep any of their females in this city; 
but after accumulating a certain property they return to India, 
and are fucceeded by other adventurers. Being a mercantile fect 
of their nation, and occupied in a defultory fpecies of trafiick, 
they have neglected to preferve any record of their firft fettle- 
ment, and fubfequent progrefs in this quarter of Ruffia; nor is 
the fact afcertained with any accuracy by the natives of Aftracan. 
In the karavanfera allotted to them, which is commodious and 
detached, they make their ablutions and offer up their prayers, 
without attracting even the curiofity of the Chriftians; and they 
do not fail to gratefully contraft fo temperate a conduct with 
that of Perfia, where their religion, perfons, and property, are 

equally expofed to the attacks of bigotry and avarice. 
Manirest proofs were daily prefented to me of the benefits 
conferred by the Volga on Aftracan, and the fouthern quarters. 
of the province, which though productive of no grain, and but 
little 
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little pafturage, are amply fupplied with provifions,* from the 
vicinity of Czaritfin, and even from Cafan, though at the dif- 
tance of one thoufand miles. A grand teftimony of the ufes of 
this river, which is formed on common notice, 1s feen in the im- 
_mediate conftruction of the city of Aftracan, which, though not 
a tree grows in the province, except in gardens, is chiefly com- 
pofed of wooden houfes; numerous veffels are alfo built in the 
docks, and vaft quantity of fuel is confumed by the inhabitants. 
All this timber is floated down the Volga, or imported in boats 
from the upper countries. 

Durine my fhort ftay at Aftracan, I daily vifited the ma- 
rine yard, where I received much pleafure in viewing the pro- 
grefs which the Ruffians have made in all the degrees of naval 
architecture, fince the time of Peter. The fquadron now in 
force for the protection of the Cafpian trade, and awing fuch 
of the bordering ftates as may be hoftile to the defigns of Ruf- 
fia, confifts of five frigates+- of twenty guns, one bomb-ketch 
and fome tenders. Out of this amount, two frigates with the 
bomb-ketch are at Aftracan, one at fea, and two on the paflage 
from Cafan. Thefe veffels on account of the fhallows at the 
mouth of the Volga, are conftructed on a broad bottom, and 


draw only eight or nine feet water. An extenfive marine yard 


* Wheat bread, bore the price of one and a half farthing per pound, and beef of 
three farthings per pound, 
+ Six pounders. 
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has been within this late years eftablifhed at Cafan, where the 
abundant produce of oak timber, and other neceflary materials, 
with the advantage of the river, have pointed out the conveniency 
of building the hulls of the veffels deftined for the Cafpian fervice. 
The Ruffians have introduced into their navy, many of the Dutch 
principles and regulations, which it is probable were adopted 
by Peter, fubfequently to his refidence in Holland, and by the 
naval officers which he invited from that Country. Some French 
ordinances relative to the rank and duty of officers, are alfo in- 
troduced, but it is not feen that their fyftem has received any 
improvement from the marine of England. | 

Tue Ruffian feamen, in addition to their diet and clothes, re- 
ceive nine rubles* per annum, and as an inducement to prefer the na- 
val fervice, they are fupplied with a daily ration of flefh provifions ; 
an allowance not granted to the army, though it is alfo furnifhed 
with diet+ by the government. The Cafpian fquadron at this 
period, atts ultimately under the orders of General Potemkin, 
whofe army is ftationed between the Cafpian and the Black-fea. 
A part of this force has been lately detached into Georgia, the 
territory of Prince Heraclius,¢ a Chriftian chief, who in the laft 
war between the Ruffians and the Turks, withdrew his allegiance 
from the Porte. : : 


* A ruble amounts to about four fhillings and three pence. 
+ Confifting of rye-bread, and falt only. 
t He is denominated by the Afiatics, Heracly Khan. 
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Since the acceffion of the Crimea to Ruffia, the emprefs 
hath held out an avowed protection to Herachus, who is now 
declared an independant prince ; and it appears that an officer 
of the court has been deputed to prefent him, in the imperial 
name, with a crown of gold, and the title of King of Grafia.® 
By this act of policy, which involved no. danger or charge, hath 
the afpirmg monarch of Ruffia, fecured an ufeful ally, and efta- 
blifhed on the fide of Georgia a fubftantial barrier again{ft the 
natural enemies of her ftate. The other potentates of Europe, 
are in the ufage of prefenting their portraits, fome curious ani- 
mal, perhaps, or patents of mobility to their allies and favo- 
rites ; but a commanding fortune has enabled Catharine to be- 
{tow on her friends,f~ crowns and kingdoms. It may be faid 
that Ruflia holds the fupremacy of Georgia, and it is probable 
that at the death of the prince, a period which his advanced 
age places at no remote diftance, the fucceflion with be arranged 
in the manner moft accordant with the policy of the court of 
Peterfburgh. | 

An occurence befel me on the day previoufly to my depar- 
ture from Aftracan, which from a curious faét which it difclo- 
fed, may not be unworthy of your notice. Whilft I was looke 
ing at fome paflages of Hanway’s travels in Mr. Long’s apart- 


@ An ancient name, I underftand, of Georgia 
+ Count Poniatoufky and Heraclius. 
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ment, a Ruffian gentleman came in, who perceiving that I was 
a foreigner, and from fome broken words which I fpoke, pro- 
bably an Englifhman, he addreffled me with fluency in my own 
language ; the book in my hand, which he obferved, belonged to 
him, had great merit, and that he was himfelf well acquainted 
with many of the events recorded in it. Without ceremony 
he entered into a general difcuffion of the hiftory of Perfia, from 
the period of Hanway’s conclufion to the prefent time, and treated 
the fubject with much apparent accuracy. 

Turis gentleman of the name of Marcke, had held the rank 
of Brigadier General, in the Ruffian fervice, and for fome years 
direéted the affairs of the Ruffian fa€tory at Ghilan. But, ona 
charge of oppreffing fome Armenian merchants, he was difmif- 
fed from the fervice, and muléted in the whole amount of his 
property. Mr. Marcke concluded his obférvations on Perfia, by 
tioticing, that the Captain Elton, who has been already men- 
tioned, marfied an Armenian woman in Ghilan, and his daugh- 
ter, the iffue of that marriage, was now refiding at Aftracan. 
Intelligence, he faid, had been received, that an eftate or legacy 
had been bequeathed to Elton, during his fuppofed refidence in 
Perfia, and that if fuch property had really devolved on him, 
no one poffeffed a fairer claim to it than his daughter, who 
could afcertain the legitimacy of her birth, and who now a 
widow, encumbered with many children, was reduced to extreme 

M m 2 indi- 
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indigence.* It would be an act of charity, he added, to make 
an enquiry on my arrival in England into the truth of this 
intelligence, and endeavour to obtain fome provifion for a dif- 
trefled family. Noticing in me a more than ordinary concern 
for the misfortunes of this woman and the fate of her father, 
he faid, that if I faw her, I fhould be enabled to reprefent her 
fituation with more corroborating facts. He objected to the pro- 
pofal of my going to her houfe, apprehending from her manner 
of life, that the vilit would be incommodious; but went him- 
felf and conducted her to Mr. Long’s lodgings. She was a 
little woman about forty years of age, had from fome accident 
become lame, and was accompanied by a fon. 

Some years ago fhe had been induced to undertake a jour- 
ney to Peterfburgh, for the purpofe of eftablifhing her claims, and 
had reached Mofcow; where fome Armenians refiding in that 
city, diverted her intention, which they reprefented as fruitlefs 
without greater aids than fhe pofleffed. The honeft warmth with 
which Mr. Marcke efpoufed the caufe of this forlorn widow, 
attracted mae forcibly to him; and the pleafure which I fup- 
pofe he received at obferving the like difpofition in a ftranger, 
whom he was about to part with, probably for ever, incited him ' 


® General Marcke fays that in a fhort time after the death of Nadir Shah, Elton 
was either affaflinated, by the hand, or the order of the father of the prefent chief of 

Ghilam 
to 
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to communicate many events of his life, which were related in 
a manner peculiarly animated and pathetic. 
, Ir appeared that he was a native of the Ukraine, and had 
been early employed as fecretary to the Ruffian embally, at the 
court of London, where, and at Peterfburgh, he formed many 
connections with our nation, to one of whom, I think he faid, 
his fifter had been married. He had ferved likewife in the corps 
of engineers, where I have fince underftood, he acquired the 
reputation of an officer of ability, and formed a friendfhip with 
the prefent governor of Aftracan, who now renders him many 
offices of kindnefs. After occupying various ftations in the 
fervice of Ruffia, he was appointed to the direction of the Ghi- 
lan factory, whence he had been removed at the inftigation of 
the Armenians, who, he faid, perfecuted him with uncommon 
marks of malignity. His property was confifcated, and he re- 
ceived the fentence of banifhment to Siberia, which was afterwards 
commuted to a clofe refidence at Aftracan, His deportment 
evinced an unaffected refignation to the lot which had befallen 
‘ him; nor was it devoid of a manly exertion of fpirit. In a tone 
of fimple humility, but ftrengthened by an eye which impreffed ir-_ 
refiftible conviction, he affirmed, that in the condition which for- 
' tune had placed him, he experienced a large portion of content. 
He had given a wide fcope, he fatd, to the impulfe of ambition, 
and had gratified it by the aid of inftruments he now beheld. with 
horror and difguft; but adverfity had at ance extinguifhed every 
—  tumul- 
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tumultuous affeftion, and endowed him with fortitude, and the 
fober enjoyment of reafon. 

HavinG made the neceflary preparation for my journey, and 
obtained a paffport, with an order for poft horfes,* I was ready 
on the roth of May, to leave Aftracan; and here it is incumbent 
on me, to exprefs cordial thanks for the hofpitality and kindnefs 
fhewn me by the gentlemen of that city, efpecially to the honeft 
Greek, Ivan Andreitch, whofe treatment of me, from the day he 
took me up at Baku, to my departure from Aftracan, was unde- 
viatingly generous and affectionate. Nor muft I omit the good 
-offices of Mr. Hannicoff, who expeditioufly procured the neceffary 
papers from the public office, and gave me letters of introduction 
to Count Zchernichoff, the marine minifter, and to Admiral 
Greig. 

Mr. Lone’s goodnefs to me was manifold; it anticipated 
all my wants, and indeed, by an anxious attention to my wel- 
‘fare, increafed them; whether in furnifhing a ftere of provi- 
fions, as there are few houfes of fare on the road, or in fortt- 
fying my travelling conveyance,+ againft the cafualties of a long 
journey. The journey from Aftracan to Peterfburgh, having 
: been 


* This inflrument is termed Pedrozchna, without which no perfons can be fup- 
plied with poft horfes, the hire of which is fixed by government, at the rate of two 
copeaks, about a penny, for each horfe, per verft. 

+ A four wheeled carriage, called in the Ruffian language, a Kibitka. It is fixed 
an the axles without {prings, and is fix feet long, and four feet in breadth, of the form 

of a 
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been quickly run aver, and without a knowledge of the lan- 
guage, you will neceflarily fuppofe that my obfervations were 
limited and trivial. To qualify fome of the difficulties which 
Jay in my way, Mr. Hannicoff furnifhed me with a hft of the 
ftages and their diftances, which prevented the common impofi- 
tion of poft houfes, and afforded me amufement. 

On the 12th of May, at midnight, having travelled two hun- 
dred and. fifty-eight miles, and two thirds, I arrived at Czaritfin, 
where E was! detained until the next morning, that my paffport 
might be examined by the commandant. ‘This gentleman per- 
ceiving the embarrafiment which arofe from my want of the 
Ruffian language, entered .with much good-nature into the 
ftory of my little requifitions, and {peedily accommodated them ; 
though at the time he was much oppreffed by ficknefs. 

Tue country to Czaritfin is level and thinly inhabited ; yet 
its abundant herbage, fhewed the foil to be of a good quality. 
The garrifon of this fortrefs, which is independant of Aftracan, 
confifts of three ar four thoufand men. Since the frontier of 
Ruffia has been extended on the fouth-weft, by the complete 
fubjectian of the Cuban ‘Fartars, and the acquifition of the Crimea, 
this {tation is not confidered of much military account. 


of a cradle ; about a third part of it, towards the head, is covered with a tilt of painted 
canvas, from the fore edge of which to the foot, a leather covering is occafionally” 
fixed in a floping direction, as a fhelter againft the weather; this machine is fupplied 
with a bedding, and contains alfo, the requifite baggage of the paflenger. 


From 
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From the weftern bank of the Volga, and near the fort of 
Czaritfin, a chain of redoubts of about forty miles in length, 
ftrengthened by an intrenchment, extends to the river Don; but 
which, from the like caufe that has diminifhed the importance of 
Czaritfin, is now of little utility, and has been evacuated. It is 
faid, that the emprefs occafionally exprefies a difpofition to open a 
channel between the two rivers ; a defign which had been under- 
taken by the great Peter, but fruftrated by the unfuccefsful iffue 
of the Turkifh war, as well as certain difficulties which attended 
the operation.* | : 

Tue ground occupying this fpace, which I examined, is 
chiefly compofed of gravel or rock, and apparently little higher 
than the level of the rivers. By opening this paffage, an inland 
navigation would be effected from the Black-fea to Siberia, by the 
medium of the river Kamah, which rifes in that province, and 
falls into the Volga, about forty miles below the city of Cazan ; 
and the Ruffian marine, now eftablifhed on the Black-fea,-+- which 
has long been a favourite object at Peterfburgh, would receive from 
this communication a fupply of commodities, the moft effential to 
its fupport; as timber, iron, cordage and canvas. Such a paflage 
into the Euxine and Mediteranean feas, from a country yielding 


* The foil was found in many places to be mixed with a large portion of rock ; and 
the officer, an Englifhman, who conducted the plan, was cut off by banditti. 
¢ The port of Kerfon. 


a pro- 
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a produce fo various and valuable, may create a revolution equally 
Important in the commercial and political world; and enable 
Ruffia, now indebted to foreign nations for the maintenance of 
her trade, to found within herfelf a mart, whofe happy fitua- 
tion is empowered to attract to a common centre the commerce 
of Afia and Europe. 

Tue Day on which I left Czaritfin, the road led along the 
fouthern bank of the Don, which was wholly uninhabited ; its 
current feemed to run at the rate of one mile and a half an 
hour, and the breadth to be about three hundred -yards.. No 
occurence of any moment befel me from Czaritfin to Choper- 
fkoy Kreport,* a diftance of two hundred and thirty-five miles 
and a quarter. unlefs it be noted, that fo far from encounter- 
ing any impediment, I received a general civility and affiftance. 
When you advert to the predicament in which I ftood, a ftranger, 
alone, and unacquainted with the fpeech of the country, you muft 
yield a due portion of praife to the excellency of the govern- 
ment, and the difpofition of the people. 

From Czaritfin extends a tract of uncultivated land, of more 
than one hundred miles, in the direction of the road, on which no . 
other habitation appears than huts, for the accommodation of 
thofe who keep the poft horfes ; but it fhews no other teftimony of 


Kreport in the Ruffian language, fignifies a fort. 


Vou. Il. Nn | a defert 
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a defert than the want of inhabitants; for the foil bears an 
exuberant herbage, and is not deficient in. water. | 

At the diftance of a few miles from Choperfkoy, the dri- 
ver* of the carriage alarmed me by a report of the hinder axle 
being fhattered; an accident which gave me an opportunity of 
obferving the dexterity of a Ruffian carpenter in the ufe of the 
axe. Without the help of any other tool, except a narrow chif- 
fel, to cut a fpace in the centre of it for receiving an iron bar 
which fupports the axle, and to pierce holes for the linch pins, 
he reduced in two hours a piece of grofs timber to the requi- 
fite form, and his charge was one fhilling. 

TRAVELLING one hundred and twenty miles from this place, 
E arrived at the city of Tanboff, not large, but populous, and 
generally well built, the refidence of a governor, who examined 
and put his fignature to my pafsport. The country was level, 
bearing little wood, and from Aftracan to this place I had not 
feen a ftone on its furface. A heavy rain fell during the night 
of my departure from Tanboff, which caufed an overflowing of 
the adjacent brooks, in one of which the carriage funk fo deep, 
that the horfes with every effort could not drag it, though fte-. 
nuoufly affifted by the driver. This trivial event fhould not 
have been intruded on you, did it not tend to delineate the cha- 
racter of a Ruflian peafant. 


® He fits on a low feat, fixed on the fore axle. 


AFTER 
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AFTER trying various methods to extricate the carriage in 
vain, and without a murmur, though the weather was piercingly 
cold, and he was dripping wet, he loofened the horfes, and yoking 
them to the hinder part of the carriage, he brought it back- 
wards to dry ground. He endeavoured to pafs at another place, 
and was again foiled; yet he preferved an evennefs of temper, 
which I did not think our nature poffeffed. He did not ceafe 
a moment from applying fuch aids as were beft adapted to our 
relief; nor once fhrunk from a chilling wind and rain, which 
fiad thrown me into an ague ; but fevere patience, and an ine 
durance of the rougheft clemency of weather, are qualities with 
which the peafant of Ruffia is conftitutionally endowed. Whilft 
we were ftruggling againft this difficulty, which feemed to me re- 
medilefs, a paflenger leading fome horfes, faw the embarrafsment, 
and chearfully yoking two of them to the carriage gave us fpeedy 
relief. 

On the 2oth of May, arrived at Mofcow, diftant from Tan- 
boff three hundred and eighty-four miles and one third. From 
the Volga to this city, I had not feen any land fo much ele- 
vated as to merit the name of a hill, and but few {tones on the 
ground. The buildings in Ruffia, with an exception of fome of 
the public ftruétures, and houfes of the principal people, are com- 
pofed of wood, which is fo abundant a commodity, that in many 
places it forms the ftreets of towns and villages. 

In the interior parts of the country, a few of the churches 

Nn2 have 
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have lately been built of brick, in modern architecture, and fhew 
a juft tafte; but the old ones are all of wood, heavy ill fhaped 
fabricks, and hung around with bells of all fizes, which the 
priefts, who feem peculiarly fond of their found, keep in per- 
petual chime. | 

AT every halting-place, I muft again notice, the people treated 
me with invariable civility ; inviting me into their houfes dur- 
ing the change of horfes, and fupplying, at a moderate rate; the - 
things which I wanted. The roads in Ruffia, during the dry 
feafon, are in a good condition naturally; for little labor is be» 
ftowed on them; which indeed from the large tracts of inter- 
vening waftes would be impracticable. On fome days when the 
horfes were ftrong, I have travelled from one hundred and twenty, 
to one hundred and thirty miles, over a country on which the 
eye could perceive no elevation. The intervening rivers.I either 
pafied on floating bridges or ferry boats, there being no fixed 
bridge on the road. from Aftracan to this city. 

On approaching Mofcow, its numerous and lofty {pires* 
fhooting, though extenfive plantations, exhibit a view equally pic- 
turefque and magnificent. The gardens interfperfed through this 
city, have given it a more extenfive fite than is requifite to con- 
tain, perhaps, three times the number of its inhabitants, who are: 
computed at three or four hundred thoufand.. 


* I was informed that the fteeples in Mofcaw, amount to fixteen hundred. 


THE. 
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Tue driver of the carriage conducted me to a German ho- 
tel, whofe manager, a very affiduous and obliging perfon, fpoke 
the Englifh language fluently, and though he had experienced 
a variety of fortunes, fome of it very adverfe, he had acquired 
but little knowledge of the world; that 1s, he was ill qualified 
to combat its iniquitous practices, or to derive an adequate pro-~ 
fit from his profeffion. By a credulity and benevolence of dif- 
pofition, he had fallen @ prey to many of the foreign adven- 
turers who infeft Mofcow, among whom I was mortified to fee 
fome of my own countrymen numbered. . 

Tus good, fimple publican, being within my knowledge an 
unique in his profeffion, and as rare objects are the grand pur- | 
fuit of modern journalifts, I could not pafs this’ character, with- 
out introducing it to your notice; and I entreat, fhould you 
ever viftt Mofcow, that you will make fearch for this honeft 
German, and after thanking him for his kindnefs. to the Ine 
dian, fay, that he was very imprudent in depofiting a truft 
with a perfon whom he never faw before, nor could reafonably - 
expect to fee again. 

Durinc the day of my halt, my hoft did not fail to pro- 
eure me a view of thofe curiofities, which moft attract running 
travellers. at this city, but which having. been already minutely _ 
defcribed, do not require further illuftration. Yet I muft make 
fome mention of a bell, the largeft probably in the world, and. 
expreflive of the inordinate paflion of the Ruffian nation for 

this: 


286 FORSTER’S TRAVELS. 
this fpecies of fonorous inftrument, It 1s compofed of various 
metals, even of gold, and filver; the height meafures twenty-one 
feet, four inches and a quarter, the diameter at the bafe, twen- 
ty-two feet, four inches and three quarters; its weight, one hun» 
- dred and ninety-eight tons, two hundred and twenty-eight pounds ; 
and its coft is computed at fixty-five thoufand, fix hundred, and 
eighty-one pounds. A fire many years ago deftroyed the build- 
ing in which it was fufpended, and falling to the ground, where 
it has fince remained, a piece was broken from its fide. 
Moscow though no longer the capital of the empite, hath 
not felt thofe fymptoms of decay, which are feen to follow the 
deprivation of fovereign refidence. Aware of the attachment of 
the ancient nobility of Ruffia to this city, and alfo that het 
{pacious dominion required a fecond capital, Katherine hath ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to preferve its former importance ; and the 
inftitutions which have been eftablifhed, have centred, it is faid, 
a greater portion of wealth and commerce in Mofcow, than it 
pofieffed before the removal of the court. : 
Tue fuperior kinds of Ruffian manufactures are chiefly fa- 
bricated in this city from the rough materials, and are tranfported 
by water carriage or caravans into the moft diftant quarters of 
the empire. An ordinance fo falutary will effentially contribute 
to fix the profperity of Mofcow, which is alfo promoted by the 
refidence of many of thofe Ruffian nobles, who are not em- 
ployed in the immediate fervice of the ftate. They there in- 
dulge 
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dulge that gaiety, diffipation, and pomp, in which they fo much 
delight, at a lefs expence than at the new capital. 

Mr. ZcHERNICHOFF, the governor-general of Mofcow, has 
acquired in the adminiftration of his office, a general good name, 
by the eftablifhment of a vigorous police, and beftowing on the 
city many ornaments, Standing high in favor, of the emprefs, 
whom his family had ftrongly aided in afcending the throne, 
his defires. are confidered as equal to thofe of the court; and it 
may be deemed equally conducive to the welfare of Mofcow, as that 
of the nation at large, that a fubject of fuch zeal and authority 
has been placed in fo eminent a ftation. The character of Mr. 
Zchernichoff deferves the more diftinguifhed notice, as a fhame- 
lefs laxity and corruption, are feen to pervade every office and 
department of this wide empire, to counterpoife its powers and 
warp the direction of its natural policy. | 

Mr. Hannicorr having given me a letter to his brother 
at Mofcow, I went to this gentleman's houfe, where, with much 
mortification, I faw every thing French. The furniture, the 
drefs of the family, its manners, and the preceptor of the chil- 
dren were all French. The Ruffian gentry, indeed, from what- 
ever other quarter they have drawn fcience and literature, have 
received a larga portion of their manners from France; and 
it is evidently feen, that a connection cemented by fo ftrong a 
partiality, has occafionally attracted Ruffia, from its conftitutional 
bias, and infufed a fpirit of policy inimical to its welfare. The 


prevalent 
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prevalent ufe of the French language and manners in moft of 
the European courts, is not to be accounted the leaft efficient 
mftrument employed by France, in conducting that general: fyftem — 
ef intrigue, which marks every meafure of her government how- 
ever trivial. 

I was received by the deputy-governor of Mofcow, to 
whom I applied for his fignature to my pafiport, in a manner 
little different from that of an Afiatic chief to his dependent or 
inferior. He had juft rifen from his fiefta, and was fitting 
dreffed in a loofe robe on a fofa of filk, in the front of which 
I was dire€ted to ftand. He afked me fome queftions on the 
fubject of my journey with more affability than I had expected 
from his appearance, and the glitter of fhew, which furrounded 
him. It is to be noticed that the Ruffians of all ranks are of 
a fallow and brown complexion ; few of them, even when young, 
having a natural bloom of face; this defect I am induced to 
attribute partially to the exceflive warmth of their ftoves, and 
a frequent ufe of the hot bath, which in Ruffia contains a more 
intenfe heat than I have experienced in any country. 

AFTER dining with my German hoft, whofe attentions to me 
kad been indefatigable, and his charge moderate, I left Mofcow 
on the 2oth of May; on the next morning I arrived at the 
town of Klin, and breakfafted with an acquaintance of my Mof- 
cow friend. This perfon, a German, many of whom are {eat- 
' tered over this part of the country, kept an inn, but he faid 
with 
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with little fuccefs; as the Ruffian gentlemen, in their journies, 
feldom frequent fuch houfes, and the other claffes of people are 
witheld by their poverty. 

Tue road; from= Mofcow to Peterfburgh, meafuring four 
hundred -and fixty-nine miles and a third, confifts generally of 
a morafs, and is conftruéted, with fome interventions of folid 
ground, of fpars of fir, laid in a parallel dire€tion, and‘ftrewed 
over with earth; this work was performed by Peter I. for efta- 
blifhing a more eafy communication between the interior pro- 
vinces.and his new capital. This extenfive wooden caufeway, 
founded on fo unfubftantial a bafis, muft at the firft fight ex- 
cite our furprize; but it will in a great. degree ceafe, when it 
is confidéred that Ruffia abounds in’ timber, in robuft vaffals, 
and that the great: Peter conducted the operation. . My carriage, 
fixed immediately upon the axles, fhook me fo ‘violently in its 
progrefs over this rough road, that I flept very- little until the 
evening before I reached’ Peterfburgh, when being overpowered 
with fatigue, I lay down’ on a bed at- a poft-houfe, defiring 
the driver to call me at the expiration of two hours, but no one 


came near me till the morning. 


On the 25th of May, I entered Peterfburgh, and procured a 


commodious lodging at an Englifh tavern. Mr. Shairpe, the Bri- 
tifh conful, being informed of my ftory, invited me to his\hou€e ; 
and his introduction to many of the Englifh gentlemen, at Pcterf- 
burgh, enabled me to pafs very pleafantly, a three weeks refidence 

Vot. II. Oo there ; 
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there; he prefented me alfo to our ambaffador,* whofe favourable 
mention of me in England, was eflentially conducive to my 
welfare. 

In fo tranfient a vifitor, it would be a manifeft prefumption to 
give any detailed account of this fplendid city, or to defcribe its 
conftitution or Jaws, J will, however, notice fuch matter, as its 
more immediate projection forees on ordinary obfervation. The 
- view of Peterfburgh, adorned with its numerous magnificent build- 
ings, interfected by fpacious and regular ftreets, imparts the con~ 
fequent pleafure of beholding a beautiful obyeét; but when. I 
looked on the period, removed only at the diftance of feventy 
years, when this fpot, now covered by a proud city, reforted to 
by all the nations of the European world, and enriched by an ac- 
tive commerce, was a dreary morals, affording a miferable refidence 
to a hord of rude fifhermen. I was infpired with reverence and 
wonder, when I reflected on the creative genius of the man who 
had accomplithed fo glorious a work. Other monarchs have mo- 
delled armies, aggrandifed kingdoms by conqueft, or gradual civili- 
zation ; but Peter at once difpelled the cloud of barbarifm, which 
inveloped his country, and brought it ferth to the aftenifhed and 
applauding view of Europe. 

Ir is on this ground you muft view Peterfburgh, to render 
due juftice to the memory of its founder, who in rearing his fa- 


* Mr. Fitzherbert. 
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bric, Hruggled with obftinate prejudice and enraged fuperftition ; 
but they fell before his commanding genius. Nor muft we forget 
that thirft of knowledge, which carried him into foreign countries _ 
to court their. fcience, and practife their arts. This fubject hath 
infenfibly: produced a ftrain of writing, too ftrongly I fear impreg- 
nated with that {pecies of colouring, which marks the compofition 
of the Afiatics, and indeed their ordinary converfation, and which, 
by an intimate connection with them for many years, has perhaps 
become habitual to me, When you advert therefore to the foci 
eties I have mixed in, and alfo toa warm impulfe, which has 
prompted me to throw a laurel at the brow of Peter, I hope that 
this effervercerice of ftyle will meet with an indulgent eye. 

From the dreffts of the nobility, enriched by a various dift 
play of jewels, their equipage and pompous retinue, the court 
of Peterfburgh 1s faid to be the moft brilliant in Europe; and 
it fhould feem, that the emprefs manifeftly indulges * this dif 
pofition in the courtiers, whether from the congenial propenfity 
of a female mind, or an opinion, that the intrigues and machina- 
tions which fhe has heretofore fuccefsfully practiced, will not 
deeply occupy the minds of a people, involved in luxury and 
diffipation. 

Tue Ruffian gentry, efpecially thofe attached to the court, 


* She has eftablifhed at Peterfburgh, four companies of players, of different mar 
tions, French, German, Italian and Ruffian, which receive falaries from the public 
treafury. | 

Oo 2 are 
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are either in debt, or they expend the full amount of their re- 
venue; and if the teftimony of thofe who have made the expe- 
riment is to be credited, we muft believe in the extreme ve- 
nality of the minifters of government, however adverfe to the 
public welfare. .The adminiftration of count Panin gave a 
ftrong proof of this difpofition. The French who have ever 
avowedly oppofed the views of this empire, have afforded withe 
out referve, affiftance to its enemies, and who, it is faid, re- 
{trict its Mediterranean f{quadron, to eight fhips of the line, 
poffefled during Panin’s miniftry, a leading {way in the Ruffian 
cabinet,, which they rendered hoftile to the general interefts of 
the empire. Since that period, Ruffia has adopted a more na- 
tural policy, and is aware of the falutary expediency of form- 
ing a cordial intercourfe with the court of London. It is no- 
ticed that the Ruffian gentry learn foreign languages with ap- 
titude, that they readily aflume the manners of thofe whom 
they vifit, and lay them afide with equal facility; and that being 
a new people, they bear few marks of national originality ; but 
like a mafs of ductile matter, receive the impreffion of objects 
in contact with them. 

Tue peafantry are marked with ftrong characteriftic features; 
they are obedient, attached to their fuperiors, and poffefs an obfti-~ 
nate courage; but they are addicted to petty thefts, and to an 
exceflive ufe of intoxicating liquors. It muft furely be held 2. 
reproach on the policy and finance of a nation, when the largeft 

| — branch 
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branch of its revenue is feen to arife from an encouragement of 
the ruling vice of the people; yet this fact is fully exemplified 
in Ruffia, where two capital impofts are laid on corn-brandy. 
It is fold by government to the dealers, at a fixed rate, from . 
which a large profit is preduced, and a duty is collected from 
every perfon, who vends it. 

WHATEVER cenfure the prefent Katherine may have incurred 
in fwerving from the cardinal virtue of her fex, we muft un- 
refervedly fay, that fhe hath made fome atonement for that 
deviation, by eftablifhing 2 wife and vigorous fyftem of govern- 
ment, by a Jiberal encouragement of the arts, and an exercife 
of humanity to her fubjeéts, meriting the example of the moft 
polifhed nations. She poffefles a munificence, which has much 
endeared her to the people, and which an occafion of difplaying 
happened fome days before my arrival at Peterfburgh. Being 
informed that an extenfive pile of wooden buildings, appro- 
priated .to the ufe of merchants and tradefmen, was burning 
with violence, fhe immediately proceeded to the fpot, where ex- 
horting the firemen to an active execution of their duty, fhe 
affured thofe who had fuffered by the corflagration, that the 
buildings fhould be reconftructed at the public expence and of 
more fubftantial materials. 

Amone the many monuments of grandeur, raifed by Ka- 
therine, the moft attracting 1s an equeftrian ftatue, erected to 
the memory of the great Peter, which is placed in front of the 


council- 
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council-houfe, and in a fituation cemmanding a view of the 
port; nor have I feen any figure which exhibits a bolder or 
more juft afpect of nature, except that of our firft Charles m 
London. It ftands on a hugh block of ftone, whofe fummuit 
{lanting, gives an afcending pofition to the horfe, one of the 
hinder feet of which bruifes the head of a ferpent.* The figure 
of Peter looks towards the Neva, having the right arm ftretch- 
ed forth with an expanded hand, giving to-all nations encourages 
ment and protection. Often did I vifit this ftatue of Peter, and 
in reviewing the ftupendous work, which his hand has raifed, 
I have gazed on it with admiration and delight ; and did the 
tenets of my faith permit, Peter fhould be chofen my tutelar 
faint. 

PauL PeTRowiTz, entitled the Grand Duke of Ruffia, 
and the only iffue of the emprefs, having been [little brought 
forward to the public notice, the effential parts of his character 
remain undeveloped. The foreigners who have accefs to him, 
fay, that he is endowed with difcretion, is beloved in his family, 
and obferves a juft punctuality in the difcharge of his accounts, 
a quality the more deferving of praife, as it is rarely found 
among the nobility of Ruflia, who have become notorious by 
an accumulation of debts and a common failure of payments. 


* Emblematical of the malignant prejudices, which this prince encountered 
and overcome. 


The 
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The grand duke is ‘the nominal prefident of the admiralty, 
though he does not offictate in that department, or poffefg any 
influence in the cabinet; but aware of the emprefs’s jealoufy 
of domeftic interference, he lives wholly abftracted from bufi- 
nef. | | 

A.GENTLEMAN, who had acquired a converfant knowledge 
of the court of Peterfburgh, obferved to me that a female 
reign was moft favorable to the views of the Ruffian nobility, | 
% afforded a wider {cope, to their ambition, avarice, and in- 
trigue, which under the eye of a prince, efpecially if he were 
active, would neceflarily be limited, and that they wauld ever 
diflike and ftrive to exclude a male fucceffion; nor does this 
obfervation want proofs of fupport, in the four laft reigns of 
_ this. empire. | “= - & 

In. clofing thefe defultory remarks, I am induced to notice, 
that thofe Ruffians who have not yet adopted the manners and 
drefs of Europe, and they probably include three fourths of the 
nation, refemble the Afiatics, and. particularly Tartars, in many 
confpicuous inftances. They wear the long gown, the fafh, and 
the cap ; and they. confider the beard. as. a type of perfonab 
honor. The hot bath as in Afia is in common wie, even with 
the loweft clafles of the Ruffans, who perform alfo many ordi- 
nary ablutions, not practifed by any northern people, and when 
not prevented by their occupations, they fleep at noon. - In the 


manner of Afia, the Ruffians obferve to their fuperiors an ex- 
treme 
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treme fubmiffion, and their deportment is blended with a fua- 
vity of addrefs and language, which is not warranted by. their 
appearance, or the opinions generally formed: of them. 

By impofing a fuperior value on this quality, the Ruffiaris, | 
it fhould feem, have neglected to cultivate the more effential. vir- 
tues, a want of which ig often experienced by the foreign mer- 
chants, who have incurred heavy loffes by their want of faitb. 
The copeck of Ruffia; a copper coin, in name, and apparently: in 
value is the fame which was current in Tartary: during the reign 
of Timur; and as the paflage illuftrating this fact is curious, 
I will lay. it before you. | | 

| © Te dearth was fo great in the Tartar - camp,..that a 
“ pound, of millet fold for feventy dinars copeghi, an ox’s head 
“* for an hundred, and a fheep’s head for two hundred and fifty.”* 
This occurrence happened during the expedition of Timur. into 
Aftracan, at a period of two hundred years previous to the 
Ruffian acquifition of that kingdom. Should a national con- 
nection between Ruffia and Tartary be afcertained, a reverfe of. 
the general progrefs of conqueft, which has been feen to ftretch 
to the fouthward, will appear exemplified in the Ruffian na- 
tion, who penetrating into the higher parts of Europe, have 
fixed a capital in the fixtieth degree of latitude, Embarking at 


#* Shirriff ud Dein’s Hiftory of Timur, tranflated by Petit de la Croix. 
lex | Peterfburgh, 
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Peterfburgh, in the middle of June, on board of a trading veflel, 
I arrived in England in the latter end of July. 

Havine now brought you to the clofe of a long journey, 
the performance of which was chiefly derived from a vigorous 
health, and a certain portion of perfeverance, I bid you an af- 
fe€tionate farewel, and I truft, that you will never have caufe 
to impute to any of the various faéts which have been brought 
forward in the body of the letters, the colour of paffion or the 
views of intereft. Amicus Plato, &c. The opinions deduced 
from them, given by a man flenderly converfant in the higher 
claffes of fcience, and who has yet much to feek in the abftrufer 
page of human life, I freely commit to your cenfure, as alfo the 
manner of writing, which I fear will be judged offenfive to the 
chaftenefs, diftinguifhing the language of the prefent age. 


F IN I S. 
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